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TotalEnergies appoints Sameh Kokash as  
Vice President Refining & Chemicals Qatar 
and Business Development & AOBO Gas
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: TotalEnergies announced 
the appointment of Sameh Kokash 
(pictured) as Vice President Refining 
and Chemicals Qatar and Vice Pres-
ident Business Development & 
AOBO Gas (Assets Operated by 
Others – Gas), effective September 
2026. He will succeed Amir Kabbej, 
who is moving to a new assignment 
in France.

In this capacity, Sameh will 
oversee TotalEnergies’ downstream 
interests in Qatar, particularly its 
stakes in QAPCO, Qatofin, RLOC and 
Laffan Refineries, as well as part-
nerships with QatarEnergy, Qatar-
Energy LNG, and Dolphin Energy. 

Sameh brings almost two 
decades of TotalEnergies experience 
to his new role, having joined the 
company in 2007 in Field Opera-
tions. Over the course of his career, 
he has built a broad track record 
across the E&P value chain, taking 
on leadership roles spanning Well 
Performance, Process Engineering, 
and Design Engineering. He most 
recently served as Senior Business 
Development Manager in Refining 
& Petrochemicals Orient, where he 
helped drive strategic opportunities 
across the MENA region.

Sameh studied Chemical Engi-
neering at the University of Edin-
burgh in Scotland, and more recently 
completed an Executive MBA at 
INSEAD in Fontainebleau, France.

“It is a privilege to join the Total-
Energies Qatar team at such a 

defining time, and to build on the 
long-standing partnerships we 
share with QatarEnergy LNG, 
Dolphin Energy, QAPCO, Qatofin, 
RLOC, and Laffan Refineries. 
Beyond ensuring safe and reliable 
operations, I am inspired by the 
opportunity to help shape a future 
of shared growth and innovation, 
in line with the ambitions of Qatar 
National Vision 2030. I look forward 
to further deepening the trust and 
collaboration that have long defined 
our relationship with QatarEnergy,” 
Sameh said on his appointment.

TotalEnergies has maintained a 
strong presence in Qatar for more 
than 90 years, with activities 
spanning exploration and pro-
duction, LNG, petrochemicals, and 
renewable energy, including par-
ticipation in major offshore assets 
– the Al-Khalij and Al-Shaheen off-
shore fields, the Al Kharsaah solar 
power plant, as well as founding 
partnerships in QatarEnergy LNG 
and Dolphin Energy.

QC explores economic, investment ties with Sri Lanka
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: First Vice Chairman 
of Qatar Chamber (QC) 
Mohamed bin Ahmed bin 
Twar Al-Kuwari received 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Employment of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka, H E Arun 
Hemachandra, in the presence 
of Ambassador of Sri Lanka 
to Qatar, H E Roshan Sithara 
Khan Azard. 

The meeting discussed 
ways to strengthen economic, 
trade and investment coop-
eration between Qatar and Sri 
Lanka, as well as investment 
opportunities available to the 
private sectors of both coun-
tries and ways to  
enhance communication 
b e t w e e n  b u s i n e s s 
communities. 

The two sides also 
reviewed investment oppor-
tunities in Sri Lanka, 

particularly in the agricultural 
sector, as well as potential 
cooperation in other sectors 
of mutual interest.

For his part, H E Arun 
Hemachandra invited Qatar 
Chamber and Qatari business-
people to visit Sri Lanka to 
explore investment opportu-
nities, learn more about the 

business environment and the 
advantages offered by the  
Sri Lankan economy to 
investors. He also invited 
them to participate in ‘Sri 
Lanka Expo 2027’, scheduled 
to be held in January 2027.

For his part, Mohamed 
bin Twar stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening 

economic and trade relations 
between Qatar  and  
Sri Lanka, noting Qatar 
Chamber’s commitment to 
promoting communication 
between the private sectors 
of both countries and famil-
iarising Qatari business-
people with available 
investment opportunities.

Doha Arbitration Days 2026 brings global arbitration community together
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Ministry of Justice, 
the Chartered Institute of Arbi-
trators (CIArb) – Qatar Branch, 
and the Qatar International 
Court and Dispute Resolution 
Centre (QICDRC) co-organised 
the third edition of Doha Arbi-
tration Days 2026, held on 20 
September at The Plaza Doha, 
LXR Hotels & Resorts.

Held under the patronage of 
Minister of Justice and Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs, H E 
Ibrahim bin Ali bin Issa Al 
Hassan Al-Mohannadi, the con-
ference brought together 
leading members of the arbi-
tration and dispute resolution 
community from Qatar, the 
region and internationally, pro-
viding a platform for dialogue, 
knowledge exchange and col-
laboration on key developments 
shaping arbitration practice.

Building on the success of its 
previous editions, each of which 
welcomed more than 500 par-
ticipants, Doha Arbitration Days 

has continued to develop as an 
important regional platform for 
arbitrators, judges, counsel, 
experts, academics and institu-
tional representatives to 
exchange perspectives on 
emerging legal and commercial 
issues. 

The 2026 programme fea-
tured a keynote address by The 

Right Honourable Lord Neu-
berger, alongside the partici-
pation of Dr Cesar Pereira C.Arb 
FCIArb, CIArb Global President, 
and a distinguished group of 
legal and arbitration profes-
sionals from Qatar and abroad. 
The conference addressed three 
key areas shaping contem-
porary arbitration practice. 

The first panel, “When Arbi-
tration Meets the Courts: The 
Realities of Judicial Practice,” 
examined the practical rela-
tionship between arbitral pro-
ceedings and national courts. 

The second, “The Strait of 
Hormuz Crisis: Contractual Dis-
ruption, Commercial Loss and 
Arbitral Decision-Making,” 

considered the legal and com-
mercial implications of dis-
ruption and the role of arbi-
tration in responding to complex 
contractual disputes. 

The third panel, “Arbitration 
Institutions and Organisations 
in Transition,” explored how 
arbitral institutions are evolving 
in response to changing market 
expectations and developments 
in international dispute 
resolution. 

Chair of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) 
– Qatar Branch, Dr Saad bin 
Ahmad Al-Muhannadi MCIArb, 
addressed the conference and 
highlighted the importance of 
Doha Arbitration Days as a 
platform for strengthening pro-
fessional exchange and collab-
oration within the arbitration 
community.

Dr Al-Muhannadi said: 
“Doha Arbitration Days has 
become an important platform 
for bringing together the arbi-
tration community in Qatar and 
beyond to exchange practical 

knowledge and engage with the 
issues shaping the profession. 
This third edition reflects the 
value of collaboration between 
public institutions, the judiciary 
and the arbitration community 
in strengthening professional 
standards, developing expertise 
and supporting Qatar’s con-
tinued growth as a centre for 
arbitration and dispute 
resolution.”

Through the continued col-
laboration between the Ministry 
of Justice, CIArb Qatar Branch, 
and QICDRC, Doha Arbitration 
Days continues to provide a 
platform for legal dialogue, pro-
fessional development, institu-
tional cooperation, and the 
exchange of expertise in support 
of arbitration and dispute res-
olution in Qatar. 

The entities remain com-
mitted to contributing to a 
modern, effective, and interna-
tionally connected dispute res-
olution environment that sup-
ports Qatar’s legal and com-
mercial landscape.

Minister of Justice and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs H E Ibrahim bin Ali bin Issa Al Hassan 
Al-Mohannadi with other officials during the event.

QC First Vice Chairman Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar Al-Kuwari with the Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka H E Arun Hemachandra and Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Qatar H E 
Roshan Sithara Khan Azard with other officials during the meeting.

Invest Qatar, Aurion Capital and LG NOVA engage to advance technology investments
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Invest Qatar, the Investment Promotion 
Agency of Qatar, yesterday announced a stra-
tegic engagement with Aurion Capital, a global 
investment group, and LG NOVA, the Silicon 
Valley–based North America Innovation Centre 
for LG Electronics. This engagement aims to 
explore opportunities to scale regional invest-
ments and support the commercialisation of 
emerging technologies and business ventures to 
strengthen Qatar’s position as a regional hub for 
entrepreneurship and high-growth ventures.

Announced during the special edition of the 
Qatar Economic Forum Powered by Bloomberg, 
held on the sidelines of the 2026 United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) in New York, a new 
Memorandum of Understanding among the 
parties establishes a framework to explore col-
laboration across shared priorities, including tar-
geted innovation programmes and scale-up 
support in high-growth sectors such as artificial 
intelligence (AI), digital health, financial technol-
ogies (FinTech), digital infrastructure, sports, 
media and entertainment. 

A new hub in Qatar Science & Technology 
Park, serving as a regional platform for LG 

NOVA-affiliated technologies and ventures, is 
anticipated to support the expansion of advanced 
technology solutions, foster collaboration between 
innovators, investors and industry partners and 
enable high-potential companies to scale across 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) region.

CEO, Invest Qatar, Sheikh Ali bin Alwaleed 
Al-Thani, said: “This strategic collaboration 
reflects the multilateral strength of Qatar’s value 
proposition. Our world-class research and devel-
opment (R&D) ecosystem, robust talent pipeline 
and pro-business regulatory environment 
position Qatar as an ideal platform to test, deploy 
and commercialise advanced technologies. 
Coupled with our strategic location and future-
ready digital infrastructure, Qatar offers inter-
national investors a gateway to the MENA region 
and a natural pathway for sustainable regional 
expansion.”

“At Aurion Capital, we believe the future of 
innovation will be built through stronger con-
nections between global markets and ecosystems, 
stated Founding CEO of Aurion Capital, Ali Diallo. 
"Our mission is to mobilise capital and strategic 
resources across America, Asia, the Gulf and 
emerging markets to create enduring economic 

value and accelerate the growth of transform-
ative technologies. Qatar’s ambition, investment 
ecosystem, and strategic position between East 
and West make it one of the world’s most com-
pelling destinations for innovation-led growth. 
Together with Invest Qatar and LG NOVA, we 
look forward to building a platform that helps 
scale world-class companies, unlock new 
investment opportunities, and strengthen the flow 
of innovation across regions.”

“The next technology evolution, driven by AI, 
is creating extensive opportunities for new 
business and industry growth, across all sectors. 
By exploring these new opportunities with Invest 
Qatar and Aurion Capital we’re strengthening 
our capabilities to build meaningful businesses 
that will shape our future,” stated Sokwoo Rhee, 
EVP of Corporate Innovation for LG Electronics 
and Head of LG NOVA. “Our innovation process 
brings collaborators together to create impactful 
change, and by working with Invest Qatar, spear-
headed by Aurion Capital, we’ll be able to connect 
our ecosystems across the world.”  

Through this engagement, Invest Qatar will 
work closely with Aurion Capital and LG NOVA 
to plan and design innovation-led programmes 
in collaboration with key national stakeholders. 

Oil price falls, global stock markets steady as Trump hails ‘good’ Iran talks
LONDON: Oil prices fell and stock 
markets traded steadier yesterday after 
recent volatility, as Donald Trump said 
US and Iranian representatives met for 
“very good” talks at the United Nations.

The US president added that the 
three-hour meeting was “very pro-
ductive” and that two countries “have 
another one scheduled in the very near 
future”.

Trump’s statements came just hours 
after he delivered a bellicose address 
to the United Nations, saying he faced 
a “big decision” on whether to make a 
deal with Iran or “annihilate the Islamic 
Republic and do it quickly”.

Brent North crude, the inter-
national benchmark, remained 

under $100 per barrel on hopes of 
diplomatic  progress  towards 

ending the Middle East conflict. 
Stephen Innes at Quintex Intel 

noted that the UN “meeting matters 
because it shifts the market from pure 
(war) escalation pricing toward a 
genuine diplomatic process, even if a 
final deal still looks distant”. 

The OECD yesterday said that 
global economic growth had been 
“resilient” in many countries despite 
the war, as it slightly raised its eco-
nomic output forecasts for 2026. 

Oil prices were dampened also by 
a report that the world’s biggest crude 
exporter Saudi Arabia had rebooted 
operations along its East-West Pipeline, 
a crucial oil export route shut down by 
drone attacks.

The kingdom is aiming to resume 
exports later this week, Bloomberg 

quoted a source as saying.
But while Saudi oil giant Aramco 

reportedly told Asian refiners they 
could soon pick up crude from the Red 
Sea port of Yanbu, the firm told their 
European counterparts they will not 
be allocated oil in October, Bloomberg 
said.

In stock markets trading, Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng index closed down 
one percent, shrugging off an 
announcement by Chinese tech giant 
Alibaba that it would expand its 
overseas data centres.

The firm, one of the frontrunners 
in China’s AI industry, said the move 
would target markets across Europe 
and the Middle East. — AFP

South African central bank raises policy rate to 7.25%
JOHANNESBURG: The South African 
Reserve Bank (SARB) yesterday raised its 
policy rate by 25 basis points to 7.25 
percent, citing heightened inflation risks 
amid renewed fuel price pressures and 
persistent global supply shocks.

The Monetary Policy Committee 
unanimously decided to raise the rate, 
with the decision effective on Sept. 25, 
SARB said escalating tensions in the 
Middle East and the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict were disrupting energy and food 

supplies, contributing to a large and per-
sistent global supply shock.

The central bank raised its near-term 
inflation forecasts mainly due to higher 
fuel prices. Headline inflation is expected 
to rise above 5 percent later this year and 
early next year before easing as the fuel 
price shock recedes, and is projected to 
return to around the 3-percent target 
toward the end of 2027. 

“A few months back, it seemed that 
the fuel-price shock might be unwinding, 

but now it has intensified,” the statement 
said. SARB also lowered its forecast for 
South Africa’s economic growth this year 
to 1.2 percent from 1.4 percent, after the 
economy contracted by 0.2 percent in Q2.

It expects growth to rebound in the 
second half of the year, while risks to the 
outlook remain tilted to the downside. 
The rate hike came as South Africa’s 
annual consumer inflation edged up to 
4.4 percent in August from 4.3 percent in 
July.  — XINHUA

Brent North crude, 
the international 
benchmark, 
remained under 
$100 per barrel 
on hopes of 
diplomatic 
progress towards 
ending the Middle 
East conflict. 


