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Qatar condemns Israeli airstrikes 
on Abu Al Duhur air base in Syria
DOHA: The State of Qatar 
expressed its strong condem-
nation and denunciation of 
the Israeli airstrikes that 
targeted the Abu Al Duhur air 
base in Idlib, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, considering it a 
flagrant violation of Syria’s 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and a clear violation 
of the provisions of interna-
tional law and the Charter of 
the United Nations.

In a statement issued yes-
terday condemning the Israeli 
airstrikes, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs stressed that 
Israel’s continued violation of 
the sovereignty of the coun-
tries of the region without 
deterrence reveals a dan-
gerous approach to imposing 
a fait accompli by force and 
a systematic disregard for 
international legitimacy. — 
QNA P2

HBKU welcomes 891 new students, reinforces research focus
FAZEENA SALEEM
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (HBKU), a member 
of Qatar Foundation, welcomed 
its newest cohort of students at 
the Hayakom Student Orien-
tation 2026–2027 yesterday, 
marking the beginning of their 
academic journey at a research-
intensive, multidisciplinary 
university focused on 
education, innovation and real-
world impact.

The homegrown research 
university proudly carries the 
name of late Father Amir H H 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani, whose vision recognised 
education, research and inno-
vation as foundations of Qatar’s 
progress. Vice President for 
Student Affairs Dr. Maryam 
Hamad Al-Mannai said students 
have the “privilege and respon-
sibility” to carry forward that 
vision through “knowledge, 
curiosity, integrity and com-
mitment to serving society.”

This year’s incoming cohort 
comprises 891 students, 
including 315 undergraduates 
and 576 graduate students, with 
318 Qataris. They represent 79 
nationalities and join an aca-
demic community with 2,780 
alumni and 40 GCC students.

The students were selected 
from a talented applicant pool 
from across the Arab world and 
beyond, meeting HBKU’s rig-
orous admissions standards. 
They will join an ecosystem 
where education, research and 

innovation intersect, with the 
university’s programmes 
designed to address emerging 
needs in Qatar’s public and 
private sectors.

HBKU offers 51 academic 
programmes across eight col-
leges and schools, including 17 
programmes at the College of 
Science and Engineering, 11 at 
the College of Islamic Studies, 
seven at the College of Health 
and Life Sciences and five at the 
College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. P3

Qatar pushes for ceasefire, Hormuz opening and talks
IRFAN BUKHARI
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Advisor to the Prime 
Minister and Official Spokes-
person for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Dr. Majed bin 
Mohammed Al-Ansari has said 
that Gulf coordination 
continues at various levels to 
deal with the potential reper-
cussions of the crisis and to 
work jointly to prevent the 
return of escalation and 
enhance the security and 
stability of the region.

He said that Qatar continues 
its efforts to stop the escalation 
and restore the ceasefire. He 
emphasized the necessity of 
opening the Strait of Hormuz, 
ensuring freedom of navigation, 

and returning the parties to the 
negotiating table. “The State of 
Qatar affirms that diplomacy 
and dialogue are the only way 
to overcome differences and 
conflicts, and continues to work 
to reach a diplomatic way out 
of the crisis.”

He stressed that a ceasefire, 
guaranteeing freedom of navi-
gation in the Strait of Hormuz, 
and a return to the negotiating 
table represent the only way 
forward.

Addressing weekly media 
briefing yesterday, Al-Ansari 
reaffirmed Qatar’s commitment 
to protecting its people, land 
and sovereignty, while empha-
sizing the importance of good-
neighborly relations based on 
respect for sovereignty and joint 

work to resolve differences.
To a question about the 

status of MoU signed between 
the US and Iran in Lucerne, he 
said, “We got into this 

negotiation with our partners 
in the mediation of Pakistan, 
we reached the MoU, the MoU 
was signed, and then the 
ceasefire was broken and the 

articles within the MoU were 
not fully implemented.”

He added, “Our work right 
now is to get the ceasefire in 
place again, stop the escalation 
that is going on, and get the 
parties back into the negotia-
tions. Whether it be to 
implement the MoU as it was 
agreed before, or to reach an 
agreement that would end this 
war altogether, the priority for 
us right now is to stop the esca-
lation, open the Strait of 
Hormuz, and get us back on the 
negotiation table.”

He also confirmed that the 
invitation remains open to Iran 
to send a technical team to 
review all the details of the 
search and rescue operations 
related to its pilots, noting that 

this invitation had previously 
been officially extended to 
Tehran but it did not respond.

“The State of Qatar was sur-
prised by Iranian media state-
ments,” he said, describing them 
as “completely baseless” and 
containing illogical claims, 
stressing that Doha had taken 
all the required measures in 
accordance with its interna-
tional and humanitarian 
obligations.

He further said that the 
Iranian aircraft that were dealt 
with had entered Qatari air-
space and targeted the city of 
Doha, and were dealt with 
according to the established 
rules of engagement after con-
firming that they had violated 
Qatari airspace. P2

The State of Qatar 
affirms that diplomacy 
and dialogue are the 
only way to overcome 
differences and 
conflicts, and continues 
to work to reach a 
diplomatic way out of 
the crisis.
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Amir sends congratulations to 
Zambian President on re-election
DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani, Deputy Amir H H Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al-Thani, and Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani sent cables 
of congratulations to H E Hakainde Hichilema 
of the Republic of Zambia on the occasion of his 
re-election for a second presidential term, 
wishing him success in his duties and the rela-
tions between the two countries continued devel-
opment and progress. — QNA

Qatar strongly condemns targeting  
of Kurdistan Regional Government's 
Prime Minister office in Iraq

DOHA: The State of Qatar has strongly 
condemned the targeting of the office of the 
Kurdistan Regional Government Prime 
Minister and the residence of the head of the 
Security and Intelligence Agency in Erbil, 
considering the attacks a blatant violation of 
the sovereignty of the Republic of Iraq and the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, as well as a flagrant 
breach of the rules of international law.

In a statement issued yesterday, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs stressed the need to spare 
the region the repercussions of these unjustified 
attacks and to maintain the course of dialogue, 
diplomacy, and de-escalation, thereby contrib-
uting to the consolidation of security and sta-
bility at both the regional and international 
levels. 

The Ministry reiterated Qatar’s full solidarity 
with Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, and 
its support for all measures they take to safe-
guard their sovereignty and security. — QNA

QMC Chairman, Kuwait’s Information Ministry 
Undersecretary discuss cooperation in media sector
Chairman of Qatar Media Corporation (QMC) H E Sheikh Hamad bin Thamer Al-Thani met 
yesterday with Undersecretary of the Ministry of Information of the State of Kuwait H E Dr. 
Nasser Ahmed Al Muhaisen. The meeting reviewed aspects of cooperation along with joint 
media relations between the two countries as well as ways to support and develop them. 
It also discussed mechanisms to strengthen joint media communication and coordination. 

Qatar participates in meeting of States 
Parties to Arab Charter on Human Rights
CAIRO: Qatar participated 
yesterday in the second 
meeting of the States Parties to 
the Arab Charter on Human 
Rights, held at the head-
quarters of the General Secre-
tariat of the League of Arab 
States.

Qatar was represented at 
the meeting by First Secretary 
at the Human Rights 
Department of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Fatima Ali Al 
Hajri. The two-day meeting 
discusses ways to prepare a 

framework for the guiding 
principles for the implemen-
tation of Paragraph (3) of 
Article (45) of the Arab Charter 
on Human Rights.

The meeting comes as part 
of the implementation of the 
resolution issued by the 164th 
session of the Council of the 
League of Arab States at the 
ministerial level, and in con-
tinuation of a series of coordi-
nation meetings and consul-
tative meetings on the matter. 
— QNA

Dreama signs financing agreement with DAAM to support orphan care programmes
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: The Orphan Care Center 
(Dreama) has signed a financing 
agreement with the Social and 
Sports Contribution Fund 
(DAAM) to bolster care 
programmes and services 
provided to children under its 
care and to foster families.

The agreement, announced 
by Dreama on its social media 
accounts yesterday, represents 
a significant step in enhancing 
the sustainability of initiatives 
that address the psychological, 
social, educational and living 
needs of the centre’s children. 
It also supports the devel-
opment of their skills and abil-
ities, empowering them towards 
greater self-reliance.

In a statement, Dreama 
expressed appreciation for the 
partnership, describing it as an 
important contribution to the 
centre’s ongoing efforts to 
develop and expand pro-
grammes and services for its 
children and the families that 
foster them.

Dreama further reaffirmed 
the value of partnerships in 
achieving lasting impact that 
improves the quality of life and 
future prospects of the children 
it serves.

The signing ceremony 
brought together representa-
tives of both organisations. 
Director of Shared Services at 
DAAM, Yousef Mohammed Al-
Nuaimi and Executive Director 
of the Orphan Care Center 

(Dreama) Sheikha Najla bint 
Ahmed Al Thani formalised the 
agreement in the presence of 
officials from both sides.

Established in 2002, 
Dreama works to provide com-
prehensive care for orphans in 
Qatar, ensure their stability 

within foster families, and facil-
itate their integration into 
society. Operating under the 
umbrella of the Qatar Foun-
dation for Social Work, the 
centre delivers social, psycho-
logical, educational and 
healthcare support while pro-
moting awareness of the impor-
tance of fostering. Its pro-
grammes are designed to equip 
children with the tools needed 
for independent and productive 
lives. DAAM, founded in 2010, 
channels contributions from 
listed companies on the Qatar 
Stock Exchange into social, 
sports and cultural initiatives 
that advance community devel-
opment in line with Qatar 
National Vision 2030. The fund 
has supported numerous 

projects aimed at sustainable 
social progress, and this latest 
agreement continues that role 
by reinforcing services for one 
of the country’s most vulnerable 
groups.

The financing will help 
Dreama maintain and expand 
the range of services available 
to children and foster families, 
ensuring continuity and quality 
in care. By focusing on empow-
erment and self-reliance, the 
partnership underscores a 
shared commitment to building 
resilient individuals who can 
contribute meaningfully to 
society. Officials from both insti-
tutions highlighted the impor-
tance of institutional collabo-
ration in delivering measurable 
and sustained outcomes. 

Officials from the two sides at the signing ceremony. 

Ministry of Culture takes part in Istanbul Arabic Book Fair
ISTANBUL: Qatar has taken part 
in the 11th International Istanbul 
Arabic Book Fair, which kicked off 
in Istanbul, Turkiye.

Running through August 23 
under the theme “The Story Con-
tinues”, the event brings together 
over 300 publishing houses from 
more than 30 countries.

Qatar’s participation comes 
through the Ministry of Culture’s 
booth, which showcases part of 
Qatar’s cultural and knowledge 
production to visitors, reflecting 
an effort to strengthen cultural ties 
with Arab audiences abroad.

This includes showcasing 
Qatar’s cultural scene, supporting 
the movement of publication and 
books and knowledge exchange 
between Qatar and Turkiye, and 
highlighting elements of Qatari 
identity and heritage.

Dr. Mohammed Aghir Aqcha, 
the fair’s general coordinator, said 
Qatar’s participation is an 
important addition to the cultural 
scene and reflects the nation’s 
commitment to bolstering its cul-
tural presence and showcasing its 
intellectual and literary production 
to Arab audiences in Turkiye.

He noted that Qatar has signif-
icant experience in organizing 
book fairs and supporting pub-
lishing and culture.

Director of the Doha Interna-
tional Book Fair Jassim Ahmed Al 
Buainain said the Qatari booth 
showcases a number of publica-
tions by the Ministry, alongside 
books translated into Turkish, 
opening the way for Qatari books 
to reach Turkish readers and intro-
ducing Qatar’s cultural and literary 
scene.

The participation also provides 
an opportunity to promote the 

Doha International Book Fair and 
engage with publishing houses and 
institutions operating in Turkiye’s 
publishing sector, helping build 
new cooperation and exchange 
expertise, particularly in publishing 
and translation, Al Buainain added.

The fair offers another oppor-
tunity for Qatari books to reach a 
broad Arab audience living in 
Turkiye, as well as Turkish and 
international publishers and cul-
tural institutions participating in 
the event. It is the largest Arabic 
book fair beyond the Arab world .

— QNA

'Grenada seeking deeper cooperation with 
Qatar in education, economic development'
DOHA: Prime Minister of Grenada H E Dickon 
Mitchell affirmed the strength of relations 
between his country and Qatar, describing 
them as very good and continually improving.

In an exclusive interview with QNA yes-
terday, the Prime Minister of Grenada said his 
official visit to Qatar provided an opportunity 
to strengthen bilateral cooperation and 
exchange views on several issues of mutual 
interest. He mentioned his meeting with Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs  
H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim Al-Thani, during which the two sides 
discussed bilateral cooperation and ways to 
support and further develop it, particularly in 
the fields of education, healthcare and tourism.

He said that the circumstances currently 
facing the region make closer bilateral coop-
eration and coordination particularly 
important, noting that Qatar has significant 
international influence, especially in 
diplomacy, sustainable economic devel-
opment and the energy sector, all of which 
he sees as promising areas for cooperation 
between the two countries.

He stressed the importance of strength-
ening relations between Grenada and the Car-
ibbean more broadly, on the one hand, and 
Qatar, on the other. He said the main areas 

in which Grenada is seeking deeper cooper-
ation with Qatar include education, sports 
and economic development, emphasising that 
cooperation should not be limited to gov-
ernment-to-government relations but should 
also, crucially, involve the private sectors of 
both countries.

He highlighted that part of the discussions 
focused on aviation and on how to leverage 
the success of Qatar Airways to create oppor-
tunities for increased travel between Qatar 
and Grenada, and by extension the Caribbean 
and Latin America. He added that the talks 
also covered negotiations toward the eventual 
signing of a double taxation agreement and 
a trade and investment promotion agreement.

He said encouraging the private sector to 
invest, trade and conduct business between 
the two countries requires a supportive legal 
framework that protects investments. He 
added that human capital development was 
also critical to the continued growth and 
development of both countries, noting that 
education offers important opportunities for 
cooperation, particularly given Grenada’s 
prominent veterinary university. He expressed 
hope for closer collaboration between the uni-
versity and Qatar’s Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education. — QNA

Towards smarter future
QATAR’S transport sector is undergoing a significant 
transformation, moving beyond conventional infra-
structure development towards a more integrated, 
sustainable and technology-driven mobility system. 
Electric mobility, autonomous transport, artificial 
intelligence and data-led planning are increasingly 
shaping the sector, reflecting a broader effort to 
prepare the country’s transport networks for future 
needs.

One of the most visible achievements is the tran-
sition to electric public transport. Qatar has made 
rapid progress in electrifying its public bus fleet, with 
the Ministry of Transport targeting a fully electric 
public bus fleet by 2030 or earlier. The transition, 
which began with trials in 2018, is supported by the 
development of charging infrastructure and dedi-
cated facilities, marking an important shift towards 
cleaner public transportation.

The next frontier is autonomous mobility. Qatar 
has moved from testing driverless technology to con-
ducting increasingly advanced trials of autonomous 
vehicles. Recently, the Ministry of Transport announced 
the successful pilot of electric robotaxis operated by 
Mowasalat (Karwa). More than 2,500 trial trips have 
been completed since the pilot began in August 2025, 
with more than 94 percent of journeys completed 
without human intervention. A second phase is 
expected to move towards remote operation without 
a safety officer onboard along approved routes.

The development is significant not only for the 
introduction of a new mode of transport, but also 
because it demonstrates how technology is being tested 
in real-world conditions. Qatar’s Autonomous Vehicle 
Strategy provides a framework for the development, 
testing, licensing and operation of autonomous 
vehicles, indicating that regulation is being developed 
alongside the technology.

Artificial intelligence and data are also becoming 
increasingly important to the country’s transport eco-
system. Smart traffic management, camera- and 
sensor-based monitoring networks, digital integration 
between the Doha Metro, buses, taxis and limousine 
services, and real-time passenger information systems 
are among the technologies being developed to 
improve the efficiency and reliability of transport 
services.

These advances point towards a transport system 
in which infrastructure, vehicles, data and passengers 
are increasingly connected. The use of technology can 
help authorities manage traffic more efficiently, 
optimise transport operations and provide commuters 
with better information, while supporting wider sus-
tainability objectives.

The Transportation Master Plan 2050 provides a 
framework for the future development of the coun-
try’s transport system, with greater integration 
between transport and urban development. Qatar is 
moving from building transport infrastructure to 
developing a smarter mobility ecosystem, one that is 
cleaner, increasingly connected and progressively 
more autonomous.

Qatar pushes for ceasefire, Hormuz opening and talks
FROM PAGE 1

“The contact was made with 
the pilots, but there was no 
response, which necessitated 
taking the necessary measures, 
while the search and rescue 
teams immediately began their 
tasks in accordance with the 
relevant  international 
obligations.”

To another question about 
relations with Iran, Al-Ansari 
said that the State of Qatar has 
faced violations of its sover-
eignty and has protected its 
security and the security of 

residents on its territory, while 
emphasizing the importance of 
respecting the sovereignty of 
states and coexistence based on 
mutual respect. 

Al-Ansari indicated that the 
current focus is on containing 
the present crisis and returning 

to the diplomatic track. 
He pointed out that the 

current developments included 
the violation of the ceasefire 
and the developments in the 
Strait of Hormuz, which neces-
sitate working to return to what 
was stipulated in the memo-
randum of understanding and 
resuming negotiations.

In this context, he affirmed 
the continuation of diplomatic 
efforts, expressing Qatar’s aspi-
ration to reach an agreement 
between the Sultanate of Oman 
and Iran regarding the Strait, 

which would create the condi-
tions for a return to 
negotiations. 

To a question about Gaza 
peace plan, he said: “The State 
of Qatar stresses the importance 
of pushing towards imple-
menting the second phase and 
accelerating the implemen-
tation of the ceasefire 
agreement in Gaza related to 
the plan of US President H E 
Donald Trump in light of the 
continued lack of commitment 
by the Israeli side to implement 
what was agreed upon.”

Qatar condemns Israeli airstrikes  
on Abu Al Duhur air base in Syria

FROM PAGE 1

The ministry underscored that if Israel seeks 
to impose a new reality in its surroundings, then 
the international community, in turn, must deal 
firmly with the fact that the Israeli occupation 
is acting as if it is above the law, in light of inter-
national silence and inability to deter it, and 
must bear its responsibilities in putting an end 
to its violations.

The ministry warned that the absence of 
accountability and deterrence encourages Israel 
to persist in its violations, threatens security and 
stability, and drags the region into a wider spiral 
of escalation.

The ministry reiterated the State of Qatar’s 
firm stance of standing by the fraternal Syrian 
Arab Republic, affirming its solidarity with the 
Syrian government and its support for every-
thing that would preserve Syria’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.

Al-Ansari indicated that 
the current focus is on 
containing the present 
crisis and returning to 
the diplomatic track. 
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Qatar, Singapore discuss cooperation
Minister of Municipality H E Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah Al-Attiyah met yesterday at his 
office with the Ambassador of the Republic of Singapore to the State of Qatar H E Bong Kok Tian. 
During the meeting, they discussed ways to enhance cooperation between the two countries 
in areas of mutual interest, particularly with regard to food security.

HIA underscores readiness to 
ensure comfortable experience for 
Doha’s inbound passengers

DOHA: Hamad International Airport (HIA) 
affirmed yesterday its full readiness and 
commitment to providing passengers with 
a smooth and comfortable arrival expe-
rience.

The move comes as Doha sees growing 
numbers of passengers arriving on inbound 
flights this August following the summer 
holiday season, as students prepare for the 
new academic year.

In a statement, the airport highlighted a 
set of guidelines aimed at facilitating arrival 
procedures and fostering passengers’ comfort, 
stressing that its staff is committed to pro-
viding passengers and their families with 
support and assistance around the clock.

It further noted that the guidelines cover 
families travelling with young children, 
picking up arriving passengers, transportation 
from the airport using ride-hailing services, 
taxis, buses and the Doha Metro, car rentals, 
as well as baggage collection. — QNA

Government centres complete over 42,000 services in July
JOEL JOHNSON  
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar’s Government Service 
Centers achieved a major perfor-
mance milestone in July 2026, deliv-
ering a total of 42,227 services to 
citizens and residents, noted the Civil 
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau (CGB) on X platform, 
yesterday.

The achievements, tracked and 
monitored by CGB through its inter-
active ‘Sharek’ platform, underscore 
Qatar’s ongoing commitment to 
enhancing public sector efficiency 
and driving performance in line with 
the ambitious objectives of the Third 
National Development Strategy.

According to monthly opera-
tional data released by the Bureau, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs topped 
the nation’s public entities by com-
pleting 18,757 services while 

gathering 1,903 customer feedback 
surveys. The Ministry of Justice 
ranked second with 8,730 services 
processed and 1,127 surveys col-
lected, while the Ministry of Labour 
finished third with 6,659 completed 
services and 499 surveys. 

Additional high-volume public 
entities included the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry with 4,280 
services and 540 surveys, and CGB 
with 1,031 services and 159 surveys.

Lower-volume specialised 
entities such as the General 
Retirement and Social Insurance 
Authority and the Supreme Judicial 
Council also logged dozens of com-
pleted tasks, with overall user eval-
uations serving as a primary ref-
erence point for refining workflows 
across every branch.

In recognition of these efforts, the 
Bureau formally extended its con-
gratulations to outstanding civil 

service employees who delivered 
exceptional performance at gov-
ernment service centers during the 
month. 

Highlighting top individual con-
tributors, Fatima Hamid Al-Maamari 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs led 
service output with 1,924 completed 
transactions, while her colleague 
Ferial Hazzaa Al-Mubarak gathered 
175 customer surveys. 

Aisha Ahmed Al-Kandari from 
the Ministry of Labour completed 
1,158 services, Maryam Ali Abdullah 
of the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry delivered 753 services, 
Fatima Khalifa Abdullah Al-Zaraa of 
the Ministry of Justice performed 363 
services, and Haila Maikal Hamoud 
Al-Dosari from the Civil Service 
Bureau handled 199 services. 

The Bureau emphasised that 
honoring top staff reinforces quality 
standards and supports overall 

administrative capability.
Geographic analytics from the 

Sharek platform highlighted a strong 
distribution of service delivery across 
Qatar’s municipalities. 

The Al Hilal Government Service 
Center registered the highest activity, 
completing 18,877 services and col-
lecting 1,870 user surveys. 

Al Rayyan followed as another 
major hub with 11,519 completed ser-
vices and 1,188 surveys. Significant 
volumes were also managed at Al 
Wakra with 4,217 services, The Pearl 
with 3,985 services, Rawdat Al 
Hamama with 2,292 services, Al 
Khor with 1,281 services, and Al 
Shamal recording 56 services. 

CGB affirmed that monitoring 
these service statistics and encour-
aging ongoing public feedback 
through Sharek.gov.qa remain 
essential to elevating service quality 
to meet international standards.

BilAraby initiative concludes three-city regional tour
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: BilAraby, a Qatar Foundation 
initiative, has concluded its regional 
“BilAraby in…” series. Organised by 
local partners in Damascus, Amman, 
and Djerba, from August 4–9, 2026, 
the events featured speakers from 
Syria, Jordan, and Tunisia who 
shared ideas in Arabic deeply rooted 
in their personal experiences and 
community realities.

The three-city tour drew a 
remarkable turnout of nearly 1,000 
attendees and 14 speakers, backed 
by 10 strategic partners instrumental 
in the events’ success. In Syria, six 
speakers addressed a crowd of 400; 
in Jordan, three speakers spoke to 
an audience of 400; and in Tunisia, 
five speakers engaged with 200 
attendees.

The “BilAraby in…” series 
revolves around a simple yet 

profound concept: bringing ideas 
directly to people in their own cities 
to spark dialogues that resonate with 
their local environments. Conse-
quently, each stop reflected the dis-
tinct character of its host city, high-
lighting youth experiences in 
Damascus, celebrating knowledge 
and perseverance in Amman, and 
bridging heritage with the present 
in Djerba.

The regional tour kicked off in 
Damascus, Syria, on  August 4 at the 
historic Khan As’ad Pasha Al-Azem. 
Under the theme Youth Experiences 
and Shared Spaces, the Youth Affairs 
Foundation organised the event in 
collaboration with BilAraby and the 
Masahat media initiative. Six young 
speakers discussed ambition, hope, 
art, heritage, freedom, and the role 
of knowledge in serving society, 
topics united by a shared drive for 
positive social impact.

The series then moved to 
Amman, Jordan, on  August 6 for 
BilAraby in Amman: The Pulse of 
Letters and the Spirit of 
Achievement. Organized by Al-Taj 
for Media and Artistic Production, 
the event was held at the Conference 
Palace of the Applied Science Private 
University. It took place under the 
patronage of former Jordanian Prime 
Minister Dr. Abdul Raouf 
Al-Rawabdeh.

 The regional tour concluded in 
Djerba, Tunisia, on   August 9, with 
an event organised by the Carthage 
Debate Association and the Unique 
Djerba Association. Set on an island 
whose distinct settlement patterns 
earned it a spot on the Unesco World 
Heritage List in 2023, discussions 
centered on preserving cultural 
memory and reimagining it through 
education, art, tourism, and content 
creation. 

HBKU welcomes 891 new students, reinforces research focus

FROM PAGE 1

It also offers programmes 
through the College of Law, 
College of Public Policy, School 
of Economics and Management 
and School of Education. Held at 
the Minaretein in Education City, 
yesterday’s orientation activities 
focused on undergraduate stu-
dents, while the orientation for 
graduate students will be held on 
Thursday. Addressing students 
yesterday, Provost Prabhat 
Hajela described HBKU as “a very 
distinctive university” that is 
deeply rooted in Qatar while 
maintaining a global reach.

“As you join us, you become 
part of a university that thrives 
on intellectual curiosity, pur-
poseful discovery and a shared 
commitment to making an 
impact,” he told students. Hajela 
encouraged students to 
embrace interdisciplinary 

learning, noting that challenges 
in fields including energy, sus-
tainability, artificial intelli-
gence, health and infrastructure 
rarely fit within a single 
discipline.

“Learning to collaborate, 
think creatively and connect 
ideas across fields will be an 
important part of your edu-
cation,” he said, urging students 
to use opportunities to work 
with people and institutions 
addressing real-world 
challenges.

Spokesperson for Student 
Affairs Rashid Adiba said the 
orientation was designed to 
introduce students to HBKU’s 
academic and student-support 

ecosystem, including its facil-
ities, programmes and a 
resource fair showcasing ser-
vices available to students.

Speaking to The Peninsula 
he said that HBKU’s pro-
grammes are developed to con-
tribute to Qatar’s employment 
and innovation systems, while 
its alumni continue to serve as 
ambassadors for the university. 
More than 2,700 graduates have 
completed their studies and are 
contributing to the labour 
market in Qatar and interna-
tionally. At the College of Public 
Policy, Dr Logan Cochrane said 
demand for the college’s pro-
grammes remains strong. Its 
offerings include master’s 

degrees in Public Policy, Social 
Policy and Programme Evalu-
ation, and Global Health Policy, 
alongside a new one-year Public 
Policy certificate taught in 
Arabic. “Our focus is on the 
quality of education, ensuring 
that we give our students the 
skills and knowledge they need 
to become leaders in the 
future,” Cochrane said.

He added that evening 
classes enable working profes-
sionals to pursue graduate edu-
cation while continuing their 
careers, supporting Qatar’s 
national development goals by 
building capabilities within the 
public sector and other key 
fields.

Katara Art Centre launches new season 
with two art exhibitions in September
DOHA: Katara Art Centre 
announced the launch of its 
new season with two art exhi-
bitions on September 2, which 
will continue until October 7 at 
the headquarters of the Cultural 
Village Foundation (Katara).

The new season includes 
two exhibitions: the first is a 
group exhibition titled “Frac-
tures of the Future,” featuring 
four artists: Samah Azzam, 
Ahmed Al Jufairi, Moza Al 
Kuwari ,  and Fatima 
Mohammed. The second is a 
solo exhibition by artist Hessa 
Al Kuwari, titled “The Lounge: 
What Can a Room Remember.” 
The group exhibition explores 
the participating artists’ reflec-
tions on the possibilities of the 
future, alongside their responses 
to current challenges, with their 
works presenting a discussion 
centred on reimagining the 

future from multiple and con-
trasting perspectives.

The exhibition reflects the 
different strategies employed 
by the artists to reimagine the 
future, ranging from science 
fiction and systems thinking to 
oral history and material 
experimentation.

These strategies are not 
limited to anticipating the 
future, but go beyond that to 

understand the present 
moment by responding to 
pressing social, economic, and 
environmental issues. Chal-
lenges such as the climate 
crisis and land exploitation, 
among others, drive the artists 
to imagine a better future and, 
through their works, call for 
radical changes. The other 
exhibition, which is the first 
exhibition by visual artist 
Hessa Al Kuwari, reflects 
through the participating 
works on the importance of the 
living room within the details 
of everyday life.

Through painting, photog-
raphy, and installation works, 
it observes the importance of 
the patterns, objects, pieces of 
furniture, clothing, and rituals 
that inhabit these spaces, which 
at first appear ordinary and 
familiar. — QNA

Staff and new students during HBKU’s Hayakom Student Orientation 2026-2027 held at the Minaretein 
in Education City.   PIC: SALIM MATRAMKOT/THE PENINSULA  

CEO of QMC meets Ambassador of Turkmenistan
Chief Executive Officer of the Qatar Media Corporation H E Sheikh Khalid bin Abdulaziz 
bin Jassim Al Thani met with Ambassador of Turkmenistan to the State of Qatar  
H E Murad Mamedov (pictured) and discussed ways to enhance media cooperation 
between the two countries. Sheikh Khalid also met with Undersecretary of the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Information Dr. Nasser Ahmed Al-Muhaisen and discussed 
ways to enhance joint cooperation and exchange expertise in various media fields 
between the two countries.

The new season includes 
two exhibitions: the first 
is a group exhibition 
titled “Fractures of the 
Future,” featuring four 
artists: Samah Azzam, 
Ahmed Al Jufairi, Moza 
Al Kuwari, and Fatima 
Mohammed.

HBKU’s programmes are 
developed to contribute to 
Qatar’s employment and 
innovation systems, while 
its alumni continue to 
serve as ambassadors for 
the university. More than 
2,700 graduates have 
completed their studies 
and are contributing to 
the labour market in 
Qatar and internationally.

Qatar Rail strengthens health and safety 
culture through proactive programme
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar Railways 
Company (Qatar Rail) is 
strengthening its commitment 
to employee well-being and 
operational safety through its 
internal Health and Safety 
Programme, aimed at 
promoting awareness, account-
ability and a proactive safety 
culture across its workforce.

The programme, high-
lighted by Qatar Rail in a recent 
social media update, uses 
measurable performance indi-
cators to encourage positive 
behaviour and place greater 
emphasis on prevention rather 
than responding to incidents 
after they occur.

Leadership engagement, 
regular inspections, systematic 
reporting and interactive ini-
tiatives are among the key 
components of the programme, 
helping to embed health and 
safety practices in daily oper-
ations across the Doha Metro 
and Lusail Tram networks.

At the heart of the initiative 
are 10 key performance indi-
cators designed to support con-
tinuous improvement. They 
cover leadership tours, health 
and safety inspections, task 
briefings, welfare and house-
keeping standards, emergency 
arrangements, near-miss 
reporting, reward and conse-
quence mechanisms, incident 

investigations, bonus points, 
and the monitoring of acci-
dents and incidents. By tracking 
these indicators, Qatar Rail seeks 
to maintain unified bench-
marking standards across its rail 
network while continuously 
reviewing practices to strengthen 
safety performance.

“Safety is more than a 
number; it is a culture and 
mindset we strengthen year 
after year,” Qatar Rail said.

The programme also 
encourages open communi-
cation and the reporting of 
potential hazards, while rec-
ognising strong safety perfor-
mance through structured 
incentives. This approach is 
intended to strengthen 
employees’ sense of shared 
responsibility for maintaining 
a safe working environment.

The initiative supports 
Qatar Rail’s wider objective of 
providing reliable, attractive 
and safe public transport ser-
vices. The company manages, 
operates and maintains the 
Doha Metro’s Red, Green and 
Gold lines as well as the Lusail 
Tram network, where safety 
protocols form an integral part 
of daily operations.

Qatar Rail has also received 
international recognition for its 
health and safety practices, 
reflecting its efforts to maintain 
high standards for employees 
and passengers.



Minister of State for Foreign Affairs H E Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi received yesterday a copy of the 
credentials of Ambassador of the Kingdom of Sweden to the State of Qatar H E Josefin Simonsson 
Broden. The Minister of State wished the Ambassador success in carrying out her duties, assuring 
her of full support to advance bilateral relations to foster closer cooperation across various fields. 

Al Muraikhi receives credentials of Sweden’s Ambassador

The initiative continues the 
directorate’s efforts to use 
photography as a powerful 
universal language to promote 
the message and values of 
waqf, or Islamic endowment, 
and highlight its humanitarian 
impact.
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Qatar Centre for the Blind organises 
lecture on psychological burnout
DOHA: The Qatar Social and 
Cultural Centre for the Blind 
(QSCCB) organised a lecture on 
psychological burnout, 
presented by Advisor to the 
Qatar Society for Rehabilitation 
of Special Needs (QSRSN), Dr. 
Tarek Al Aisawi, with the aim 
of raising awareness of the 
concept of burnout, its most 
prominent causes, symptoms, 
ways to deal with it, and how 
to prevent it. 

The lecture addressed the 
concept of burnout as a state of 
physical, emotional, and mental 
exhaustion resulting from con-
tinuous exposure to stress and 
tension for long periods without 
sufficient rest. It was further 
explained that burnout is not 

limited to the psychological 
aspect, but may also affect the 
body. Among its most prominent 
signs are, constant exhaustion and 
depletion, headaches, rapid 
heartbeat, sleep disturbances, lack 
of energy, and a decline in the 
ability to concentrate and achieve. 

Dr. Al Aisawi addressed the 
signs that may point to burnout, 
including waking up feeling 
fatigue, losing interest in eve-
ryday activities, feeling that the 
effort made is worthless, craving 
isolation and withdrawal, post-
poning the simplest tasks, in 
addition to feelings of failure and 
guilt, and a decrease in efficiency 
and ability to perform daily tasks. 

The lecture also addressed 
the difference between normal 

fatigue, burnout, anxiety, and 
depression, explaining that 
burnout is often linked to accu-
mulated depletion as a result of 
continuous stress, while empha-
sising the importance of paying 
attention to the persistence of 
symptoms and their impact on 
daily life, and seeking spe-
cialised help when needed. 

The lecture also introduced 
solutions, as in ways to deal with 
burnout, which begin with 
acknowledging the problem and 
the feeling of exhaustion, paying 
attention to sleep, movement 
and nutrition, reducing stimu-
lants, setting clear boundaries 
in dealing with others and tasks, 
and not feeling the need to be 
available all the time.  — QNA

Ministry of Awqaf launches seventh edition of ‘Waqf and Photography’ competition
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The General Directorate of 
Endowments at the Ministry of Endow-
ments and Islamic Affairs has 
announced the launch of the seventh 
edition of the “Waqf and Photography” 
competition, organised under the Waqf 
Fund for Scientific and Cultural Devel-
opment.

The initiative continues the direc-
torate’s efforts to use photography as 
a powerful universal language to 
promote the message and values of 
waqf, or Islamic endowment, and high-
light its humanitarian and develop-
mental impact while strengthening 
awareness of the culture of endowment 
within society.

The announcement was made 
during a press conference held at the 
General Directorate of Endowments 
yesterday where officials outlined the 
new edition’s themes and invited pho-
tographers and creative professionals 
from Qatar and around the world to 

participate. The deadline for submitting 
entries and uploading competition files 
is December 3, 2026.

The competition aims to use art and 
photography to highlight the role of 
waqf and its contribution to serving 
people and communities. It also 
encourages photographers to produce 
creative works reflecting the values of 
giving, sustainability and shared 
responsibility, thereby contributing to 
greater awareness of waqf and sup-
porting the Sustainable Development 
Goals through themes such as resource 
conservation, community and environ-
mental service, and preserving ben-
efits for future generations.

Speaking at the press conference, 
Director General of the General Direc-
torate of Endowments Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Marzouqi (pictured) said 
the “Waqf and Photography” compe-
tition has continued to evolve since its 
launch in 2018, both in terms of its 
themes and the scope of 
participation.

He explained that the competition 
began as a local initiative before 
expanding, from its third edition 
onward, into separate local and inter-
national categories. It has since 
attracted hundreds of photographers 
from Qatar and various countries 
around the world.

The development has extended 
beyond the competition’s geographic 
reach to the subjects it has explored. 
Previous editions have featured themes 

including the Holy Quran, mosques, 
healthcare, volunteer work, nature and 
the environment, and science. 
According to Al Marzouqi, this diversity 
reflects the broad range of areas in 
which waqf can contribute to society 
while providing photographers with 
different opportunities to translate 
these values into compelling visual 
works.

The growing international profile 
of the competition was particularly 
evident in its participation figures. The 
fifth edition attracted 694 

photographers from 49 countries, dem-
onstrating the competition’s expanding 
reach and its ability to communicate 
its message to audiences both inside 
and outside Qatar.

This momentum continued during 
the sixth edition, which focused on 
“Science and its institutions.” A total of 
655 photographers from 21 countries 
participated, with 30 contestants 
winning prizes across the local and 
international categories. The total cash 
prize pool reached QR203,000, further 
reflecting the competition’s continued 
development and growing impact.

Al Marzouqi said the seventh 
edition builds on this progression, with 
sustainability selected as the theme for 
the international category, while the 
local competition will focus on sustain-
ability and teamwork. He said the two 
themes are closely connected to the 
mission of waqf, which is based on sus-
taining charitable giving, serving 
society, and promoting cooperation and 
shared responsibility.

Photography highlights Qatar’s sporting renaissance locally and internationally
DOHA: The world will cele-
brate today the creativity of 
photographers on World 
Photography Day, observed 
annually on August 19. 

The occasion recognises 
photographers’ efforts and 
their role in highlighting 
humanitarian and social issues, 
portraying values of solidarity 
and coexistence, and using the 
aesthetics and art of photog-
raphy to reflect people’s lives 
and their efforts to develop the 
planet and preserve its 
resources and living beings.

In this context, the impor-
tance of sports photography 
stands out since photographers 
play an important role in doc-
umenting and capturing the 
features of Qatar’s compre-
hensive sporting development 
across various fields, 

highlighting the role of institu-
tions in promoting a culture of 
sports, and raising awareness 
of the importance of physical 
activity and its contribution to 
improving quality of life.

On this occasion, the 
Director of the Qatar Photog-
raphy Center at the Ministry 
of Culture Jassim Ahmed Al 
Buainain said, in a statement 
to QNA, that the Qatar Pho-
tography Center has con-
tinued, since its establishment, 
to fulfill its mission of sup-
porting the photography 
movement in Qatar and rein-
forcing the status of the image 
as a visual language that doc-
uments achievements, reflects 
the country’s cultural and civ-
ilizational identity, and con-
tributes to developing a gen-
eration of photographers 

capable of competing and cre-
ating across various fields of 
photography.

On World Photography 
Day, the Qatar Photography 
Center affirms that photog-
raphy will remain one of the 
most important means of doc-
umentation, expression, and 
communication. Its mission 
will continue to focus on sup-
porting creative talent, devel-
oping their skills, and strength-
ening the presence of Qatari 
photography locally and inter-
nationally in a way that reflects 
Qatar’s achievements and pre-
serves its visual memory for 
future generations.

Al Buainain emphasised 
that the Center has devoted 
particular attention to sports 
photography, based on its 
belief that sports photos are 

no longer merely a record of 
a moment, but have become a 
means of showcasing success 
stories, conveying the emo-
tions of competition and 
achievement, and highlighting 
Qatar’s sporting renaissance 
at both the local and interna-
tional levels.

He pointed out that the 
Qatar Photography Center has 
launched specialised pro-
grammes and initiatives that 
have attracted many amateurs 
and talented photographers, 
providing them with opportu-
nities to discover their abilities 
and hone their skills. As a 
result, a number of them have 
become active photographers 
who participate in covering 
sports events and tournaments 
and have established a notable 
presence in this field. — QNA

Ehsan Centre concludes summer 
programme in youth centres
DOHA: The Empowerment and 
Elderly Care Centre “Ehsan,” 
one of the centres of Qatar 
Foundation for Social Work, 
concluded its summer 
programme, organised by the 
Council of Elders in cooperation 
with several youth centres.

The programme aimed to 
strengthen intergenerational 
communication, benefit from 
the experiences of older 
people, and promote their 
active role in society.

It featured a variety of cul-
tural, social, awareness, and 
recreational activities that 
brought older people and 
younger generations together, 
facilitating the exchange of 
knowledge, experiences, 
values, and social heritage.

The centre highlighted the 
importance of such initiatives 
in empowering older people 
and strengthening their com-
munity participation, while 
praising its cooperation with 
youth centres in expanding 
community initiatives and cre-
ating new opportunities for 
joint programmes. — QNA

The programme 
aimed to strengthen 
intergenerational 
communication, benefit 
from the experiences 
of older people, and 
promote their active  
role in society.

Northwestern Provost Erik Luijten to deliver Convocation 2026 address at NU-Q
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Returning to North-
western University in Qatar after 
attending the University’s 2026 
Graduation ceremony as 
provost-elect, Northwestern 
Provost Erik Luijten will deliver 
the keynote address at Convo-
cation 2026, officially welcoming 
the Class of 2030 to the North-
western community in his inau-
gural visit to the Qatar campus 
in his capacity as the University’s 
chief academic officer. 

The annual Convocation 
marks the official start of the 
academic year, bringing 

together students, families, 
faculty, staff, alumni, and dis-
tinguished guests to welcome 
the University’s newest cohort 
as they begin their North-
western journey. 

As provost, Luijten leads 
Northwestern’s academic enter-
prise, working closely with the 
University’s schools, faculty, and 
leadership to advance excellence 
in teaching, research, and 
student success. He assumed the 
role in July 2026 after serving in 
a series of academic leadership 
positions at Northwestern. A dis-
tinguished scholar in materials 
science and engineering, he has 

long championed interdisci-
plinary collaboration and the 
pursuit of innovative research 

across the sciences, humanities, 
and the arts. 

“It is especially meaningful 
to welcome Provost Erik Luijten 
back to Northwestern Qatar as 
he begins his tenure as the Uni-
versity’s chief academic officer,” 
said dean and CEO Marwan M. 
Kraidy. “His presence at both 
Graduation and Convocation 
reflects the close connection 
between our Qatar campus and 
the broader Northwestern Uni-
versity community. As our 
newest students begin their aca-
demic journey, they will hear 
directly from the University’s 
academic leader about the 

values of excellence, intellectual 
curiosity,  and global 
engagement that define a 
Northwestern education.” 

“I am honoured to return to 
Northwestern University in 
Qatar and welcome the Class of 
2030,” said Luijten. “Having cel-
ebrated the achievements of this 
year’s graduates just a few 
months ago, it is especially 
meaningful to now greet the Uni-
versity’s newest students as they 
begin their own Northwestern 
journey. A Northwestern edu-
cation is about more than 
acquiring knowledge—it is about 
cultivating curiosity, embracing 

new perspectives, and learning 
from one another across cultures 
and disciplines. I look forward 
to meeting our newest students 
and encouraging them to make 
the most of every opportunity 
during their time at NU-Q.” 

The Class of 2030 brings 
together almost 170 incoming 
first-year and transfer students, 
reflecting Northwestern Uni-
versity in Qatar’s continued 
commitment to academic excel-
lence and global engagement. 
Nearly two-thirds of the 
incoming class are women, 
while more than one-quarter 
are international students. 

Provost Erik Luijten

Qatar Endowments administration receives QR300,000 endowment in honour of donor’s mother
THE PENINSULA

DOHA:  The General Direc-
torate of Endowments at the 
Ministry of Endowments and 
Islamic Affairs has received a 
new cash endowment worth 
QR300,000, donated by a 
benefactor under the directo-
rate’s supervision.

The endowment falls under 
the Endowment Fund for Right-
eousness and Piety, with the 
donor stipulating that its proceeds 
be dedicated to the reward of his 
mother.

According to the General 
Directorate of Endowments’ 
records, the donation is the ben-
efactor’s first registered 
endowment. The directorate said 

the contribution reflects the 
impact of ongoing efforts to 
promote a culture of endowment 
giving and highlight its role in 
sustainable development and 
social solidarity.

The endowment also com-
bines two important Islamic 
values: honouring one’s parents 
and establishing ongoing charity. 
By creating an endowment 
whose principal remains in place 
and whose proceeds continue to 
generate benefits, the donor 
seeks to create a lasting source of 
good in accordance with his 
stated conditions.

Assistant Director of the 
Endowment Funds Department 
at the General Directorate of 
Endowments Ali Hamad 

Al-Muhanna Al-Marri said estab-
lishing an endowment on behalf 
of one’s parents is considered a 
significant form of piety because 
it combines kindness toward 
parents with continuing reward.

He noted that Islamic 
teachings encourage Muslims to 
honour and show kindness to 
their parents, while also encour-
aging ongoing charity whose ben-
efits endure. 

Endowments bring these two 
values together in a single initi-
ative, allowing donors to earn 
the reward associated with the 
endowment while dedicating its 
proceeds to those they intend to 
benefit, in accordance with the 
donor’s conditions.

The General Directorate of 

Endowments oversees six prin-
cipal endowment funds: the 
Endowment Fund for Right-
eousness and Piety; the 
Endowment Fund for Serving the 
Qur’an and Sunnah; the 
Endowment Fund for Serving 
Mosques; the Endowment Fund 
for Scientific and Cultural Devel-
opment; the Endowment Fund 
for Family and Childhood Care; 

and the Endowment Fund for 
Healthcare.

These funds were estab-
lished to address diverse com-
munity needs and enable donors 
to direct their endowments 
toward areas they wish to 
support, while ensuring that 
their conditions are fully 
respected.

Al-Marri said the diversity 
of the endowment funds 
reflects the broad social mission 
of endowments and strengthens 
the directorate’s ability to direct 
proceeds toward various char-
itable causes in accordance 
with Islamic principles, while 
promoting efficiency and sus-
tainability in endowment 
management.

The endowment also 
combines two important 
Islamic values,  
honouring one’s  
parents and establishing 
ongoing charity. 

QNL to host Book Chat

THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Qatar National Library 
(QNL) will host a Book Chat 
with author Ruby Kapoor on 
Saturday, August 29, featuring 
her book Let’s Talk About Life, 
a handbook and journal 
focused on reflection, peace 
and positive thinking.

The interactive session 
will include a conversation 
with Kapoor and guided 
journaling activities exploring 
personal growth, mindfulness, 
gratitude and positivity. Par-
ticipants will also have an 
opportunity to learn about the 
inspiration behind the book 
and practical approaches to 
more intentional living.
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Panasonic and Ghamdan Trading Company sign MOU to 
strengthen long-term commitment to the Qatari market
Leadership of both companies meet in Doha and formalise a Memorandum of Understanding 
to deepen their distribution partnership and outline the next phase of growth

P
anasonic and Ghamdan Trading 
Company (GTC) today reaf-
firmed their shared com-
mitment to serving customers 
across Qatar with the signing 

of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU), following a high-level meeting 
between the chief executives of both 
organizations. The agreement builds on 
a partnership under which Ghamdan 
Trading Company has held responsibility 
for the distribution of Panasonic products 
in Qatar since assuming the role in 2024.

The MOU establishes a framework for 
strategic collaboration between GTC and 
Panasonic Middle East & Africa. Following 
the successful consolidation of Panasonic's 
business operations with GTC in the Qatar 
market, both parties intend to combine 
their respective strengths to enhance 
brand visibility, expand market share, and 
deliver premium product experiences to 
consumers for Panasonic branded 
products.

Under the MOU, the two companies 
intend to explore cooperation across three 
key areas: strategic alignment, market 
expansion, and local visibility.

The discussions centred on deepening 
collaboration in the Qatari market, 
expanding product availability, and 
enhancing the after-sales service expe-
rience for customers nationwide. Both 
companies used the meeting to align on 
joint plans for the period ahead, spanning 
retail expansion, service excellence, and 
continued investment in the local market.

“This partnership reflects our long-
term confidence in the Qatari market and 
in Ghamdan Trading Company as the right 
partner to represent Panasonic here. Our 
meeting reaffirmed a shared ambition to 
deliver world-class products and service 
to customers across Qatar,” said John 
Hardy, Chief Executive Officer, Panasonic 
Middle East & Africa.

“We are proud to serve as Panasonic's 
distribution partner in Qatar. Building on 
the strong foundation established since 
2023, we are committed to strengthening 
the brand's presence and ensuring every 
customer receives an exceptional expe-
rience — from purchase through after-
sales support. Ghamdan has consistently 

invested in creating a complete customer 
experience—not only through premium 
products, but also through technical 
expertise, installation capabilities and 
long-term customer support”, said Sheikh 
Nasser Hamad K. A. Al Thani, Chairman 
of Ghamdan Trading Company.

Both leaders expressed optimism 
about the road ahead and confirmed that 
the two companies will continue to invest 
jointly in the Qatari market, with a shared 
focus on customer satisfaction, product 
innovation, and service quality.

Since taking on distribution respon-
sibilities for Qatar, Ghamdan Trading 
Company has built a strong presence 
across the country's key retail channels, 
supported by multiple showrooms and a 
growing eCommerce platform. As Pana-
sonic's dedicated sales and service partner, 
Ghamdan has worked to bring the brand's 
consumer electronics, home appliance 
portfolio and business solutions closer to 
Qatari households, businesses and gov-
ernment organizations across Qatar.

About Panasonic: Panasonic Middle 
East & Africa is a subsidiary of Japan-
based Panasonic Holdings Corporation, 
licensed by the Jebel Ali Free Zone 
Authority in the UAE for trading across 
the MEA region.

With extensive local market expe-
rience, the company delivers innovative 
and reliable products and solutions across 
professional imaging, security and sur-
veillance, visual systems, energy and living 
appliances to meet the evolving needs of 
customers throughout the region, guided 
by the brand mission to Create Today. 
Enrich Tomorrow.

About Ghamdan Trading Company 
(GTC): Ghamdan Trading Company (GTC) 
is a Qatari owned distribution house, and 
a Subsidiary of HBK Holdings dealing in 
premium technology and electronics 
brands, with a presence across the 
country, leading retail channels, dedicated 
showrooms, and an eCommerce platform. 
GTC serves as Panasonic's sales and 
service partner in Qatar, responsible for 
the distribution and after-sales support 
of Panasonic's consumer electronics and 
home appliance range. The company is 
headquartered on Salwa Road, Doha.

www.electronyat.qa

Explore Panasonic products onl ine at

Panasonic Deepens Qatar Strategy 
with Ghamdan Partnership MOU

Panasonic Deepens Qatar Strategy 
with Ghamdan Partnership MOU

Panasonic Deepens Qatar Strategy 
with Ghamdan Partnership MOU

Qatar attends GCC meeting of Zakat Authorities specialists
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Zakat Affairs Department 
at the Ministry of Endowments and 
Islamic Affairs participated via video 
conference in the 18th meeting of the 
Committee of Specialists from Zakat 
Authorities in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries.

The meeting was held as part of 
efforts to strengthen cooperation and 
coordination among zakat institutions 
across the GCC, exchange institutional 
experiences and best practices, and 
explore joint initiatives aimed at 
developing zakat services. Discussions 
also focused on keeping pace with 
digital transformation and improving 
the quality of services provided to 
zakat payers and beneficiaries.

Representing the Zakat Affairs 
Department was Head of the Zakat 
Services Section Ahmed Jaber Al Jar-
bouei (pictured). Participants dis-
cussed several items on the meeting’s 
agenda, particularly projects aimed 
at creating a shared knowledge 

environment among 
GCC zakat authorities, 
fac i l i ta t ing  the 
exchange of expertise 
and successful prac-
tices, and supporting 
institutional devel-
o p m e n t  a n d 
innovation.

The initiatives are 
intended to enhance 
operational efficiency 
and further develop 
the zakat system across 
GCC countries.

The meeting also addressed joint 
Gulf initiatives aimed at coordinating 
media and awareness efforts among 
zakat authorities. These initiatives 
include implementing synchronized 
programs and activities to raise 
awareness of the obligation of zakat, 
highlight its religious objectives and 
developmental and social impact, 
and promote a culture of social 
responsibility.

Al Jarbouei said the Zakat Affairs 

D e p a r t m e n t ’ s 
participation in 
meetings of the 
committee of spe-
cialists from GCC 
zakat authorities 
reflects its com-
m i t m e n t  t o 
actively contrib-
uting to joint Gulf 
initiatives and 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
cooperation with 
zakat institutions 
across the region.

He said the department is keen 
to keep pace with rapid develop-
ments in digital transformation and 
institutional excellence.

Al Jarbouei also emphasized the 
importance the Zakat Affairs 
Department places on participating 
in specialized Gulf committees and 
meetings, noting that joint efforts are 
a fundamental pillar for improving 
zakat services, exchanging expertise 
and anticipating future initiatives.

Sidra Medicine to host RAPID 2026 conference in September
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Sidra Medicine, a 
member of Qatar Foundation, 
hosts the Recent Advances in 
Primary Immunodysregulation 
Disorders (RAPID 2026) 
conference from September 25 
to 27, 2026, bringing together 
international experts, clini-
cians, researchers, and 
healthcare professionals to 
discuss the latest advances in 
the diagnosis, management, 
and research of primary and 
genetic immune dysregulation 
disorders.

Held under the theme “Fron-
tiers in Diagnostics for Primary 
Immunodysregulation Dis-
orders”, the in-person con-
ference will feature scientific 
presentations, multidisciplinary 
discussions, and an IBB Master 
Class on Inborn Errors of 
Immunity. 

Organised in collaboration 
with The Isil Berat Barlan 
Academy (IBB) and the Universal 
Scientific Education and 

Research Network (USERN), and 
aims to strengthen regional and 
international collaboration 
while advancing precision diag-
nostics and patient care.

Principal Investigator from 
the Laboratory of Immunoreg-
ulation and Conference Co-
Chair, Dr. Bernice Lo said, 
“RAPID 2026 reflects Sidra Med-
icine’s commitment to 

a d v a n c i n g 
research and 
improving out-
c o m e s  f o r 
patients with 
r a r e  a n d 
c o m p l e x 
i m m u n e 
disorders. 

“We have a 
strong line-up of 
international and 
regional experts, 
including Prof. 
Talal Chatila, a 
leading expert in 
t r a n s l a t i o n a l 
i m m u n o l o g y 
presenting as a 

keynote speaker this year.  By 
bringing together global experts 
from multiple disciplines, we 
aim to accelerate knowledge 
exchange, strengthen interna-
tional collaboration, and 
promote earlier diagnosis and 
more personalised approaches 
to care.”

Division Chief of Hema-
tology and Sidra Conference 

Co-Chair, Dr. Mohammed 
Yousuf Karim added, “The field 
of immune dysregulation is 
evolving rapidly, driven by 
advances in genomics, diag-
nostics, and translational 
research. RAPID 2026 will be 
an important platform for cli-
nicians and scientists to share 
emerging evidence, discuss 
complex clinical cases, and 
shape future standards of care 
for patients across the region 
and beyond.”

The conference is designed 
for physicians, researchers, 
nurses, pharmacists, allied 
health professionals, and sci-
entists involved in the care and 
study of patients with inborn 
errors of immunity and related 
immune disorders. 

Participants will gain 
insights into the latest clinical 
and scientific developments and 
contribute to discussions that 
support improved diagnosis, 
treatment, and research collab-
oration across the MENA region 
and internationally. 

Dr. Mohammed Yousuf Karim and Dr. Bernice Lo

Al Hammadi bids farewell to Libyan envoy
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs H E Dr. Ahmed bin Hassan Al 
Hammadi met yesterday with Ambassador of the State of Libya to the State of 
Qatar H E Mohammed Mustafa Al Saghir Al Lafi on the occasion of the end of his 
tenure. The Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs extended thanks to 
the Ambassador for his efforts in supporting and strengthening bilateral relations, 
wishing him success in his new duties. 

Kahramaa advises public to check 
wiring before adding electrical loads
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar General Elec-
tricity and Water Corporation 
(Kahramaa) has urged resi-
dents and businesses to assess 
their existing electrical 
systems before installing high-
consumption appliances or 
adding new electrical loads.

In a public awareness 
message, the corporation 
stressed the importance of 
ensuring that current wiring 
and installations can safely 
handle any additional demand. 
Early evaluation helps prevent 
electrical faults and ensures 
the continued safe operation 
of services, Kahramaa said.

The advisory forms part of 
the corporation’s ongoing 
efforts to promote responsible 
electricity use and enhance 
safety across homes and 
workplaces in Qatar. High-
consumption devices, such as 
air-conditioning units and 
other power-intensive 

equipment, can place signif-
icant strain on electrical net-
works if the infrastructure is 
not adequately prepared. Kah-
ramaa noted that a prior tech-
nical assessment allows for the 
identification of potential lim-
itations in the existing setup. 
This proactive step reduces the 
risk of overloads, interruptions 
and safety hazards, contrib-
uting to more reliable and effi-
cient electricity supply.

The corporation continues 
to encourage customers to pri-
oritise safety when upgrading 
or expanding their electrical 
systems. By taking these pre-
cautions, residents and com-
mercial establishments can 
help maintain the integrity of 
the national grid while pro-
tecting their properties and 
occupants.

Residents are advised to 
consult qualified professionals 
for assessments when 
planning any significant addi-
tions to their electrical loads.
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Israel attacks military air 
base in northwest Syria
DAMASCUS: Syria and the United States 
accused Israel of attacking a disused 
military air base in Syria’s northwest 
yesterday.

Israel has not claimed the attack, but 
US envoy for Syria Tom Barrack said on 
X that “the confirmed Israeli airstrikes” 
on the Abu Duhur air base in Idlib 
province “constitute an unnecessary 
escalation that does not advance regional 
stability”. Israel has launched hundreds 
of strikes on Syria since the December 
2024 toppling of longtime ruler Bashar 
Al-Assad. It has also sent troops into a 
United Nations-patrolled buffer zone 
that had separated Israeli and Syrian 
forces in the Israeli-occupied Golan since 
1974, and carries out regular incursions 
deeper inside Syrian territory.

Israeli officials have also said they 

intend to keep forces in a “security zone” 
in southern Syria, where they seek a 
broader demilitarised zone.

Syrian state media, quoting a mil-
itary source, said that “Israeli occupation 
aircraft early this morning targeted the 
runway” of the base “with eight strikes”, 
damaging infrastructure but without 
causing casualties.

The facility has been out of service 
since 2012 and is currently protected by 
Syrian defence ministry forces, a security 
source told AFP.

Barrack, who is also US ambassador 
to Turkiye, said that “we encourage all 
parties to prioritise logical discourse over 
further military incidents.” Syria’s 
foreign ministry condemned “in the 
strongest terms the Israeli airstrikes” tar-
geting the base, calling them “an 

A file photo shows a member of Syrian government forces standing guard at the Abu 
Duhur military air base area in Idlib province, on January 21, 2018. (AFP)

unjustified act of aggression”. It urged the 
international community and the United 
Nations Security Council to “take a firm 
position against Israel’s repeated viola-
tions of Syrian sovereignty”. The 

“continuation of these Israeli attacks” 
since December 2024 came while Syria 
“has exercised restraint and worked to 
consolidate stability and avoid escalation”, 
it added. — AFP

Hamas says it is 
committed to peace 
deal backed by US
GAZA CITY: Hamas said 
yesterday it remained 
committed to the US-backed 
Gaza peace deal.

“Hamas is committed to 
this agreed-upon process. It 
is clear that, so far, the Israeli 
side has not given the medi-
ators clear approval of the 
roadmap,” Hamas spokesman 
Hazem Qassem told AFP.

“There are timelines and 
procedural steps that need to 
be worked out in detail, but 
there must first be Israeli 
approval of the roadmap,” he 
said. Israel has kept up air-
strikes in Gaza despite the 
peace push. Israeli operations 
have killed at least 1,265 Pal-
estinians since a ceasefire 
came into effect on October 
10, according to figures from 
Gaza’s health ministry, whose 
figures are considered 
reliable by the United 
Nations. The Israeli army has 
reported five deaths in its 
ranks from Gaza operations 
over the same period. 
— AFP

Gaza health officials 
say Israeli strike 
on port kills six
JERUSALEM: Gaza health 
officials said yesterday that 
an Israeli airstrike killed six 
people in the port of Gaza City 
and wounded a dozen more.

Mahmoud Bassal, a 
spokesperson for Gaza’s civil 
defence agency told AFP that 
at least six were killed, 
“including a child, and a large 
number were wounded, as a 
result of an Israeli raid on 
tents of displaced people in 
Gaza port.”  The Al-Shifa hos-
pital in Gaza City said it had 
received five bodies and 13 
injured, one of whom died 
later in the evening.

Eyewitness Mohammed 
Alghoul told AFP: “Israeli 
warplanes fired two missiles 
at the ‘Sweet and Bitter’ cafe 
on the fishermen’s port west 
of Gaza City.” — AFP 

Lebanese President to visit Rome for talks 
on UN force’s future: Lebanon official
BEIRUT: Lebanese President 
Joseph Aoun will head to Rome 
this week for talks focusing on 
future of the United Nations 
peacekeeping force in south 
Lebanon, whose mandate ends 
this year, a Lebanese official 
told AFP.

The visit scheduled for 
Thursday comes after Italy and 
France said in June that they 
wanted to set up a multina-
tional coalition to succeed the 
UN Interim Force in Lebanon 

(UNIFIL). Both countries have 
large troop contingents in 
UNIFIL. Aoun is to meet his 
counterpart Sergio Mattarella 
and Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni, to discuss “the future 
of the international forces, par-
ticularly in light of the French-
Italian initiative to set up a force 
to replace UNIFIL”, the official 
told AFP, speaking on condition 
of anonymity.

Aoun has said Lebanon’s 
preferred choice is an extension 

of UNIFIL’s mandate. 
On Monday, he said that 

“the second choice is adopting 
a formula that ensures the con-
tinued presence of international 
forces in the south” alongside 
Lebanon’s army “and in coor-
dination with it”. Israel has kept 
up intermittent strikes and 
heavy demolition operations in 
south Lebanon, where its forces 
are operating in a strip of ter-
ritory around 10km deep inside 
the Lebanese border. — AFP

UN atomic watchdog says tons of nuclear material found in Syria
DAMASCUS: The head of the 
UN's nuclear watchdog said 
yesterday its inspectors had 
found several tons of nuclear 
material in Syria, at a site 
Damascus reported to the 
agency last month.

The inspectors visited two 
sites, one in Deir Ezzor and "a 
second location related to the 
nuclear material identified by 
Syria recently", according to a 
joint statement.

Speaking at a news 

conference in Damascus, 
Rafael Grossi, the head of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), praised Damas-
cus's "courageous decision" to 
report the undisclosed site, 
which dates back to the rule 
of ousted former leader 
Bashar-al-Assad.

"We are talking about a few 
tons of nuclear material that 
could be put to bad use," he 
said, promising that it would 
be put under international 

safeguards.  Speaking at a joint 
press conference with Grossi, 
Syria's Foreign Minister Asaad 
al-Shaibani said: "On July 17, 
we sent an official letter to the 
agency, in which we declared 
of our own free will the 
presence of nuclear materials 
at an undeclared site within the 
legacy left by the former 
regime."

Shaibani said technical 
assessments indicated that the 
materials do not pose a risk, 

adding that they "will remain 
in Syrian national custody and 
subject to the agency's safe-
guards system".

Grossi meanwhile said 
"this material will  be 
accounted for, will be put 
within the international safe-
guards system".

Syrian and IAEA experts 
will work together to safely 
store the materials, he said.

"We are starting to turn a 
page, and turning a page does 

not mean forgetting the past".
Grossi also visited a site in 

Deir Ezzor in the east, which 
has been shut for 18 years.

Pierre Razoux, academic 
director of French think tank 
the FMES Institute, told AFP 
the nuclear materials found 
yesterday are "most likely... 
linked to the Syrian nuclear 
program, which was halted in 
2007 after the Israeli raid on 
the Al-Kibar site" in Deir 
Ezzor. — AFP

Zambian President wins re-election
LUSAKA: Zambian President 
Hakainde Hichilema has won 
a second term, results showed 
yesterday, after a tumultuous 
election that saw his main 
challenger mount an unex-
pectedly strong showing and 
vow to contest the outcome.

Hichilema took around 60 
percent of the vote, similar to 
his score at the 2021 polls when 
he won his first five-year term, 
the electoral commission said.

His closest challenger was 
leader of the main opposition 
NRPUP party and former gov-
ernment minister Brian 

Mundubile, who scored around 
38 percent. While Thursday’s 
vote was largely peaceful, the 
opposition said intimidation 
and restrictions marred its 
campaign, concerns echoed by 
international  election 
observers, including the 
European Union. Hichilema is 
due to be sworn in within 
seven days of the commission 
publishing the official results, 
due by August 24. In his first 
address after being declared 
the winner, he called his 
victory a “serious show of con-
fidence”. — AFP
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World in brief

Trump says no talks 
taking place or 
planned with Iran
WASHINGTON: US President 
Donald Trump said yesterday 
that no talks with Tehran are 
under way or planned and 
insisted the blockade of Iran’s 
ports remains in force.

“There are no talks or 
conversations going on, or 
scheduled, with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The Naval 
Blockade remains in full force 
and effect,” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social network.

“The Hormuz Strait is 
open and operating. All water 
mines have been removed or 
detonated.” Earlier yesterday, 
Trump posted a map on Truth 
Social showing the Strait of 
Hormuz as “New US Ter-
ritory,” pressing his threat to 
claim sovereignty over the 
vital waterway.

Iran has effectively shut 
down the chokepoint, 
through which a fifth of the 
world’s oil transits, in retali-
ation for the war Trump 
started along with Israel in 
late February.

The US leader revisited the 
idea again Monday in com-
ments to reporters in the Oval 
Office, suggesting it would be 
a good idea. — AFP

China’s Xi says supports Latin America in ‘upholding independence’
BEIJING: China’s President Xi 
Jinping expressed support 
yesterday for Latin American 
countries’ “independence and 
self-reliance” as he met with his 
Ecuadoran counterpart Daniel 
Noboa in Beijing, state media 
reported.

Noboa, a staunch ally of US 
President Donald Trump, has 
travelled to China for a week-
long visit which began on 
Sunday.

Trump, who is pushing for 
Latin American governments to 
crack down on organised crime 
and migration, has scored several 
diplomatic victories in the region 
since returning to the White 
House last year, with countries 

including Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and 
Honduras having shifted to the 
right or consolidated conserv-
ative realignments.

In their meeting in the 
opulent Great Hall of the People, 
Xi told Noboa that “China sup-
ports Latin American countries 
in upholding independence and 
self-reliance, (and) conducting 
external cooperation based on 
their own national interests”.

“China consistently main-
tains that the status of Latin 
America and the Caribbean as 
a zone of peace should not be 
undermined, the path of devel-
opment and revitalisation for 
countries in the region should 

not be interrupted,” the official 
news agency Xinhua quoted Xi 
as saying.

“Their right to independently 
choose partners should not be 
interfered with,” Xi added.

He called for China and 
Ecuador to “consolidate political 
mutual trust” and expand coop-
eration in energy, minerals, 
infrastructure and finance.

China has reinstated export 
access for eight Ecuadoran 
shrimp plants, Ecuador’s 
National Chamber of Aqua-
culture said in a statement on 
Monday, calling it “a significant 
step forward following several 
months of negotiations and joint 
technical work”. — AFP

Chinese President Xi Jinping with President of Ecuador Daniel 
Roy-Gilchrist Noboa Azin, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
yesterday. (Xinhua)

Republic of Korea: DPRK-US talks to boost peace on Korean Peninsula
SEOUL:  Republic of Korea’s 
unification ministry said 
yesterday that if the talks 
between the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) and the United States 
resumes, it is expected to 
contribute to peace and stability 
on the Korean Peninsula and to 
a shift toward inter-Korean 
reconciliation and cooperation.

Following US President 
Donald Trump’s recent 

dialogue overtures, an 
unnamed official from the uni-
fication ministry told domestic 
reporters that Seoul had stated 
multiple times that it would 
fully serve as a pacemaker to 
facilitate the resumption of the 
DPRK-US dialogue, including 
by dispatching a special peace 
envoy, according to Yonhap 
news agency.

The Republic of Korean 
response came after Trump 

told reporters at the White 
House on Monday that top 
DPRK leader Kim Jong Un had 
responded to his request for 
dialogue, characterising the 
current stage of communi-
cation as very positive.

Republic of Korean Pres-
ident Lee Jae Myung reaffirmed 
yesterday that the government 
should follow its initial plan to 
regain wartime operational 
control of South Korean troops 

from the United States during 
his tenure, which will end in 
2030.

Presiding over a cabinet 
meeting at the presidential office 
Blue House, Lee said South 
Korea had sufficient conditions 
to achieve self-reliant national 
defence and emphasised the 
need for a comprehensive 
upgrade of operational capabil-
ities to further strengthen 
national defence. — XINHUA

10 killed in Russian 
strike in Ukraine’s  
Kharkiv region 
UKRAINE: A Russian attack 
on a village in the Kharkiv 
region of northeast Ukraine 
killed 10 people, Kyiv said 
yesterday, vowing to 
respond.

The strike comes amid a 
surge in civilian deaths in the 
four-and-a-half-year war.

Russian forces “carried 
out a rocket strike on Pech-
enigy”, a village around 40 
kilometres from the Russian 
border, Kharkiv regional gov-
ernor Oleg Synegubov said on 
social media.

“According to preliminary 
information, 10 people were 
killed,” he added, with 18 
people wounded.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said on 
social media that the strike 
hit a busy intersection, “a 
location with a post office and 
stores, surrounded only by 
residential buildings”.

“We will definitely 
respond to this Russian strike. 
And it is equally important 
that our partners also com-
plement our responses with 
their own actions to put 
pressure on Russia and 
support Ukraine,” Zelensky 
said. — AFP

Firefighters in ‘decisive’ push to encircle Belgian wildfire
BELGIUM: Firefighters were locked 
in a potentially decisive push 
yesterday to encircle Belgium’s 
largest wildfire in a century, despite 
rainclouds hampering air support 
operations over the High Fens nature 
reserve.

The blaze charring the expanse 
of peatland, pine trees and hiking 
trails grew over the weekend to half 
the size of Manhattan 3,000 hectares 
(7,500 acres) with hundreds of fire-
fighters working night and day to 
wrestle it under control.

Much of the fire has now been 
contained but a hard-to-access front 
closest to the German border remains 
a concern, with gusty easterly winds 
bringing an added challenge.

“This day will likely be decisive 

if firefighters succeed in their 
strategy of encircling the fire,” said 
crisis cell spokesman Tony Hosmans.

“If that happens, the fire will be 
completely surrounded, and we can 
hope to stop its advance,” he said.

On-site operations have been 
complicated by the fens’ terrain a 
patchwork of heath, peat bogs and 
raised wooden boardwalks where 
heavy vehicles risk sinking into the 
ground, and firefighters struggle to 
tackle the fire at close range.

Teams worked through the night 
to close the gap and fully surround the 
fire, coming in from the east and north 
under very difficult conditions.

“We’re talking about one or two 
kilometres, and we’re on the verge of 
achieving it,” regional government 

spokesperson Nicolas Yernaux told 
AFP.

Visiting the site on Monday, Bel-
gium’s interior minister Bernard 
Quintin cautioned however it could 
take “weeks” of soaking and dousing 
to prevent the fire from reigniting 
even once brought under control.

Water-bombing aircraft from 
Norway, Germany, Sweden and the 
Netherlands have deployed on site, 
but they have been repeatedly 
grounded by low clouds.

Hosmans said the rain falling 
intermittently on the area since 
Monday was helping to slow the fire’s 
spread by increasing humidity levels.

“But the drawback is that it brings 
low cloud cover, reducing the ability 
of aerial firefighting crews to 

operate,” he explained.
It was unclear given weather 

conditions how much the aircraft 
would achieve yesterday. — AFP

Smoke billows from a burned land near the Signal de Botrange during a wildfire 
at the Hautes Fagnes, Belgium, yesterday. (AFP)

Sri Lanka ex-minister arrested over theft of king’s sacred stone
COLOMBO: A former Sri 
Lankan minister was arrested 
yesterday for allegedly aiding 
the theft of a centuries-old 
sacred rock from the palace of 
the island’s last Sinhala king, an 
anti-corruption body said.

Keheliya Rambukwella was 
detained over the theft of the 
heavy carved circular granite 
rock known as a “moonstone”  
part of a symbolic stepping stone 
entrance to the palace of Veera 
Parakrama Narendrasinghe, the 
king who reigned until 1739.

The Commission to Inves-
tigate Allegations of Bribery or 

Corruption (CIABOC) said he 
had conspired in the removal 
of the valuable historic object 
in December 2022, and had also 
obstructed police investigations 
at the time.

“He conspired, aided and 
abetted the theft at a time when 
he was a minister,” CIABOC said.

It said Rambukwella had 
also been charged with the 
unrelated offence of using state 
funds to employ six people for 
his private business.

The arrest came amid a sep-
arate, ongoing court case 
against him over the purchase 

of counterfeit medicines for 
state hospitals while he was 
health minister.

Police have told the court 
that he authorised the purchase 
of a life-saving cancer drug that 
turned out to be water.

Several other senior health 
ministry officials have also been 
indicted over the drug scam.

Rambukwella was health 
minister when Sri Lanka faced 
an acute shortage of medicines 
after defaulting on its $46 
billion foreign debt in April 
2022, following its declaration 
of bankruptcy. — AFP

Kyiv air alert forces Ukraine, Belgium FMs into bomb shelter
KYIV: Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Andriy Sybiga and his Belgian 
counterpart Maxime Prevot were 
yesterday forced to hold talks in 
an underground shelter as an air 
alert blared out in Kyiv.

“Due to Russian drones 
attacking our capital, we held 
our talks underground in the FA 
Ukraine bomb shelter a daily 
reality for millions of Ukrainians, 
shared by our Belgian guests 
today,” Sybiga said.

He posted a picture of the 
two top diplomats sitting at a 
table in a windowless room and 
a video of the two delegations 
making their way through 
underground corridors.

Air alerts ring out in war-torn 
Ukraine every day as Russia 
launches barrages of drones and 

missiles at its neighbour, forcing 
people into shelters and killing 
civilians in the capital and across 
the country. During a visit to Kyiv 

in July, European Union chief 
Ursula von der Leyen had to 
shelter briefly because of an 
drone threat in the city. — AFP

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha attends a meeting with 
Belgium’s Foreign Minister Maxime Prevot in a bomb shelter during 
an air raid alert in Kyiv, yesterday. (AFP)

India inks $203m deal for remotely piloted aircraft

NEW DELHI:  India said on Monday that it signed a contract 
worth $203m with General Atomics Aeronautical Systems to 
lease two MQ-9B Sea Guardian High-Altitude Long Endurance 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems for the Indian Navy for 30 
months.

The two MQ-9B Sea Guardian drones, equipped with advanced 
systems, state-of-the-art sensors and sophisticated payloads, will 
significantly enhance the Indian Navy’s Maritime Domain Awareness 
capabilities, a defence ministry statement said. — XINHUA

Pakistan launch Tree Plantation Campaign 2026

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari said yesterday 
that the country would enhance tree plantation to build a greener 
and more climate-resilient Pakistan.

In his message on the launch of Monsoon Tree Plantation 
Campaign 2026, Zardari said forests are among Pakistan’s most 
valuable natural assets, contributing to biodiversity conservation, 
improved air quality, prevention of land degradation and climate 
change mitigation and adaptation.

He said Pakistan remains committed to achieving the sus-
tainable development goals and fulfilling its international com-
mitments. — XINHUA

Venezuela earthquake death toll rises to 6,438

CARACAS: Twin earthquakes that struck Venezuela in June killed 
6,438 people, according to the latest official death toll released 
Monday. Nearly two months since the disaster, relatives and 
rescuers continue searching for the missing amid the rubble.

The latest figure, announced by Parliament Speaker Jorge 
Rodriguez, brings the death toll up from last week’s figure 
of 6,301. The 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude quakes knocked down 
at least 190 buildings when they struck near Venezuela’s 
coast on June 24.

Authorities say that at least 60,000 homes were affected in 
some way, with 24,000 being left uninhabitable.

Thousands of Venezuelan residents remain in temporary 
camps, where conditions are precarious. In Caracas this weekend, 
heavy rain destroyed some of the tents housing victims.

Interim President Delcy Rodriguez’s government has promised 
housing for those affected.

To date, 335 homes have been made available out of the 4,000 
promised by the end of the year.  — AFP

ISS hosts first spacewalk by a Frenchwoman
WASHINGTON: Sophie Adenot  
(pictured) became the first 
French female astronaut to 
venture outside the International 
Space Station for a spacewalk 
yesterday, accompanied by 
American astronaut Anil Menon.

During the six-and-a-half 
hour mission, the two astronauts 
were to replace an antenna that 
allows the ISS to communicate 
with mission control in Houston, 
according to NASA.

“I’m out,” Adenot, 44, said 
after exiting the ISS, some 400 
kilometers (250 miles) above the 
Earth. “I feel very good now.” 
Adenot, 44, became the second 
European woman to conduct a 
spacewalk after Italian astronaut 
Samantha Cristoforetti’s 2022 
mission.

The two space travellers 
could be heard chatting and 
laughing in NASA footage of their 
adventure.  — AFP

Sri Lanka plans 
criminal penalties for 
unauthorised foreign 
exchange transfers
COLOMBO:  Sri Lanka is 
preparing to tighten its 
foreign exchange laws by 
introducing criminal liability 
for unauthorised transfers of 
money overseas, following 
approval from the cabinet 
yesterday.

One area covered by the 
planned amendment involves 
advance payments made 
abroad for the import of goods. 
If the goods linked to such a 
payment are not brought into 
Sri Lanka within a reasonable 
period, the remittance could 
be regarded as an unau-
thorised transfer of foreign 
exchange.  — XINHUA

Germany opens new drone research centre  
HECKLINGEN: Germany yesterday opened a 
new drone defence research centre, less than 
two weeks after an explosives-laden unmanned 
aerial vehicle was found at Leipzig airport, a 
key logistics hub for weapons sent to Ukraine.

“We are significantly strengthening our 
ability to respond to hostile drones,” German 
Interior Minister Alexander Dobrindt said at 
the centre’s opening.

The centre “will constitute a central element 
of the security architecture in the face of the 
hybrid threat posed by drones,” he added at 
the site on a former commercial airport about 
200 kilometres (125 miles) south of Berlin.

Berlin uses the term hybrid warfare to refer 
to hostile actions short of unambiguous mil-
itary attacks, including espionage, arson and 
sabotage, by or on behalf of foreign powers.

Last year nearly 1,000 suspicious drones 

flew over critical infrastructure in Germany, 
according to the Federal Criminal Police Office.

Speaking at a press conference, Dobrindt 
warned that the explosive found at Leipzig 
earlier this month was no “isolated case”.

“Leipzig is part of a wider picture,” he said. 
“The threat situation has become more acute.” 
Berlin has so far refused to speculate on the 
motives or identity of those responsible for the 
incident at Leipzig.

Flights to the airport were diverted for 
several hours as police deployed a bomb-dis-
posal robot to remove the explosives’ 
detonator.

The airport in eastern Germany plays a 
key role in the transport of military goods by 
the German armed forces and NATO allies. It 
also serves as a base for Ukraine’s Antonov 
Airlines. — AFP
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