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Upgraded Hukoomi platform transforms digital government experience

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The upgraded Hukoomi
platform marks a significant
evolution in  Qatar’s
e-government services, shifting
from a directory of government
services to a fully integrated
digital experience that accom-
panies users through key Life
Moments with personalised,
connected services.

The enhanced platform was
launched by the Ministry of
Communications and Infor-
mation Technology (MCIT).
Speaking to Qatar TV recently,
Director of the Central Gov-
ernment Services Department
at MCIT Ahmed Yousuf Al
Tamimi said the new platform
reflects Qatar’s continued digital
transformation by presenting

government services as one
seamless experience.

He noted that while gov-
ernment entities have individ-
ually achieved advanced levels
of digitalisation, the redesigned
Hukoomi integrates those
services into a single platform
focused on user needs.

Al Tamimi said that a cor-
nerstone of the new platform is
the “Life Moments” concept,
which groups related services
into complete digital journeys
covering important personal
and professional milestones.

He added for example, a
user preparing for marriage can
complete every stage, from
medical examinations to
selecting an authorised mar-
riage officiant and obtaining the
marriage contract, without

¢ New Hukoomi platform reflects Qatar’s

g L
Welcome to Hukoomi

needing to know which gov-
ernment entity provides each
service.

Al Tamimi said that behind
the scenes, government systems
exchange information automat-
ically, allowing users to interact
with the government as one

milestones.

unified service provider.

He said that the platform
currently offers six Life
Moments, including marriage,
retirement management and
winter camping, with more
journeys planned as user needs
evolve.

=] continued digital transformation by
presenting government services as one
seamless experience.

Cornerstone of the new platform is the “Life
Moments” concept, which groups related
services into complete digital journeys cov-
ering important personal and professional

Al Tamimi said that services
are also organised into broader
categories such as healthcare,
education and community
services to simplify navigation.
He explained that the platform
has been redesigned with a
streamlined, user-friendly

interface that delivers person-
alised services through digital
user profiles.

Al Tamimi said that once
authenticated through Qatar’s
National Authentication System,
users are presented with
services that match their age,
family status and personal
circumstances.

He said that married users,
for instance, receive quick
access to family, education and
health services, while younger
users are shown services rel-
evant to education and early
adulthood.

Al Tamimi said that the
upgraded Hukoomi also
strengthens digital integration
across government entities
through Qatar’s national data
exchange platform. =» P4

Shura Council weekly session

Speaker of the Shura Council H E Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim attending a regular weekly
session of Shura Council held yesterday in the Tamim bin Hamad Hall at the Council’'s headquarters.

Countries stand in solidarity with Qatar following
death of citizen from regional military operations

DOHA: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Egypt and Jordan have each
expressed strong solidarity with
the State of Qatar following the
martyrdom of a Qatari citizen
and the injury of a resident after
shrapnel from recent regional
military operations struck the
incident area.

All five countries extended
their condolences to the gov-
ernment and people of Qatar,
as well as to the victim’s family,
while also wishing a swift
recovery for those injured.

The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia extended its deepest
condolences and sincere sym-
pathies to the State of Qatar and
its people following the mar-
tyrdom of a Qatari citizen who
was killed by shrapnel resulting

from military operations in the
region. The incident also left a
resident injured.

In a statement, the Saudi
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said
that the Kingdom expresses its
solidarity with the government
and people of the State of Qatar.

The State of Kuwait also
extended its profound condo-
lences and sympathy. In a
statement issued yesterday, the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign
Affairs expressed sincere
condolences.

UAE also expressed soli-
darity with the State of Qatar.
In a statement, the UAE Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs extended
its condolences.

The Egyptian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs reaffirmed
Egypt's full solidarity with Qatar

and reiterated its rejection of
all actions that endanger
civilians or threaten the security
and stability of the region.

Jordan affirmed its full sol-
idarity with Qatar. In a
statement, Jordanian Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Ambas-
sador Fuad Al Majali said Jordan
stands firmly and fully in soli-
darity with Qatar.

Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi
expressed his sincere condo-
lences and profound sympathies
to the State of Qatar.

The Arab Parliament also
extended its deepest condo-
lences. Speaker of the Arab Par-
liament Mohammed bin Ahmed
Al Yamabhi affirmed his full sol-
idarity. — QNA

Deputy PM, Acting
Iranian Minister of
Defense discuss latest
security developments

DOHA: Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of State
for Defense Affairs H E
Sheikh Saoud bin Abdul-
rahman bin Hassan Al-Thani
received yesterday a phone
call from Acting Minister of
Defense of Iran H E Seyed
Majid Ebn Al Reza. During
the call, the two sides
discussed the latest security
developments in the region
and aspects of joint coordi-
nation in light of the current
circumstances. — QNA

MoT suspends maritime activities
as precautionary measure

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Ministry of Transport
(MOT) has called on owners and
users of maritime vessels across
Qatar to temporarily halt all
sailing and maritime activities,
citing public safety concerns.
The precautionary measure
applies to a wide range of
vessels, including leisure boats,
fishing boats, jet skis, and all
other maritime craft. The sus-
pension came into effect from
the time the announcement
was issued and will remain in

place until further notice.

The ministry clarified that the
restriction does not apply to mar-
itime vessels operating under the
provisions of international mar-
itime conventions and those
functioning in accordance with
the country’s established regu-
lations and operational
procedures.

According to the MoT, the
temporary suspension was intro-
duced following coordination
with the relevant security
authorities as part of efforts to
ensure the safety of the public

and maritime users.

The ministry urged all vessel
owners and operators to fully
comply with the directive,
stressing that any further devel-
opments or changes to the pre-
cautionary measures will be
announced through official
channels in coordination with the
competent authorities.

The MoT reaffirmed its com-
mitment to keeping the public
informed and encouraged eve-
ryone to follow official updates
until normal maritime activities
are permitted to resume.

Qatar condemns Israeli attacks on
Syria’s Quneitra, Daraa governorates

DOHA: The State of Qatar
condemned the incursion
carried out by the Israeli occu-
pation forces in the governo-
rates of Quneitra and Daraa in
the sisterly Syrian Arab
Republic, and the accompa-
nying artillery shelling that
targeted a number of areas. The
State considered this aggression
a flagrant violation of Syria’s
sovereignty and a blatant
breach of international law and
international humanitarian law.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs confirmed that the

continuation of these serious
Israeli attacks would exacerbate
tensions in the region and
undermine efforts to promote
security and stability.

The Ministry called on the
international community to
assume its responsibilities,
deter Israel, compel it to
comply with international law,
and hold it accountable for its
repeated crimes and attacks.

The Ministry reiterated the
State of Qatar’s full solidarity
with the Syrian Arab Republic,
government and people.
—QNA

MoPH launches healthy
travel tips campaign

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Ministry of Public
Health (MoPH) has rolled out an
informative public awareness
campaign offering essential
healthy travel tips to residents and
citizens preparing for journeys
during the summer season and
beyond.

The initiative, shared widely
on official platforms yesterday,
emphasised practical measures to
maintain wellbeing while trav-
elling, focusing on hydration,
nutrition, and smart dietary
choices.

With summer travel peaking
and many Qataris planning vaca-
tions, the MoPH underscores the
importance of proactive health
management to prevent common
travel-related issues such as dehy-
dration and digestive discomfort.
The campaign features engaging

bilingual infographics that provide
clear, actionable advice tailored
for air, road, and general travel.

One of the core recommenda-
tions is to stay hydrated. Travellers
have been advised to consume
8-12 cups of fluids daily, priori-
tising water over other beverages.
This becomes particularly crucial
during long flights or road trips
where cabin pressure and dry air
can accelerate fluid loss. Proper
hydration supports overall health,
maintains energy levels, and helps
prevent fatigue and headaches
associated with travel.

The Ministry has also
encouraged maintaining healthy
eating habits throughout the
journey. Travellers should famil-
iarise themselves with local cuisines
at their destinations while aiming
for balanced meals that incorporate
a variety of options from the six
main food groups. = P2

Qatari security forces participate in securing FIFA World Cup

The Qatari security
forces participating
in securing the

FIFA World Cup
2026 continues to
carry out its duties
within the approved
security framework
for the tournament
in cooperation

and coordination
with the security
authorities in the host
countries, reaffirming
the international
confidence in Qatari
security capabilities
and their established
expertise in securing
major international
events. The Security
Committee of the
Ministry of Interior
has shared the
information on the X
platform.
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EDITORIAL
Sharing expertise of
securing mega events

THE participation of Qatari security forces in securing
the FIFA World Cup 2026 is more than a logistical
contribution to one of the world’s biggest sporting
events. It is a reflection of how Qatar has transformed
its experience in hosting global tournaments into a
respected international capability.

Being invited to work alongside security author-
ities in the United States, Canada, and Mexico dem-
onstrates that Qatar’s expertise is no longer viewed
as limited to regional events. It has become part of
the global conversation on event security and oper-
ational excellence.

The deployment of Qatari personnel throughout
the tournament highlights the trust that host nations
have placed in their professionalism and prepar-
edness. Major sporting events require far more than
visible security. They demand careful planning, rapid
decision making, close international coordination,
and the ability to respond effectively to a wide range
of situations. These are skills that Qatar refined during
the successful hosting of the FIFA World Cup 2022,
an event widely praised for its organization and safety.

The presence of Qatari security teams at the 2026
tournament also reflects the country’s willingness to
share knowledge and support international cooper-
ation. Security today is increasingly based on part-
nerships rather than isolated national efforts. By
working side by side with counterpart agencies from
three host countries, Qatar is contributing to a safer
environment for millions of fans while strengthening
professional relationships that will prove valuable
long after the tournament concludes.

The preparations leading up to this mission further
underline its importance. The meeting held by Min-
ister of Interior and Commander of Internal Security
Force ‘Lekhwiya’ H E Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani with the participating security forces
before their departure emphasized the responsibility
they carry. They are not only protecting a global event
but also representing Qatar’s reputation on the inter-
national stage. Every successful operation reinforces
the country’s standing as a reliable partner capable
of delivering expertise where it is needed most.

Qatar’s contribution to the FIFA World Cup 2026
illustrates how experience gained through hosting
can evolve into meaningful international service.
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Shura Council hails Amir’s efforts
In supporting dialogue, diplomacy

DOHA: The Shura Council held its
regular weekly session yesterday
in the Tamim bin Hamad Hall at
the Council’s headquarters, under
the chairmanship of Speaker of the
Council H E Hassan bin Abdullah
Al Ghanim.

At the outset of the session, the
Council extended its deepest con-
dolences and heartfelt sympathy
to the families of the victims of the
explosion that occurred at a factory
in Ras Laffan Industrial City last
week, which claimed the lives of
13 people and injured several
others. The Council prayed to God
Almighty to grant their families
patience and solace, and to hasten
the recovery of the injured.

The Council also commended
the high level of preparedness and
rapid response of the competent
security services to the incident.

The Council also offered its
sincere condolences to the family

of the citizen who was martyred
while sailing in the country’s ter-
ritorial waters, due to shrapnel
from the recent military operations
in the region, and wished a speedy
recovery to the other injured
person.

On another note, the Shura
Council welcomed the recently
announced negotiations between
the United States of America and
the Islamic Republic of Iran, com-
mending the efforts of Amir H H
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, in supporting paths of dia-
logue and diplomacy. The Council
affirmed that this reflects the State
of Qatar’s firm commitment to
constructive mediation and its
keenness to enhance security and
stability and establish lasting peace
in the region.

Following this, Secretary-
General of the Shura Council,
H E Nayef bin Mohammed Al

Mahmoud read out the session’s
agenda, and the Council approved
the minutes of its previous
meeting.

In yesterday’s session, the
Council approved a draft law on
the oversight of fuel stations and
a draft law amending certain pro-
visions of the Civil and Commercial
Procedures Law issued by Law No.
(13) of 1990, as amended, and
referred them to the esteemed
government, after reviewing the
reports of the two relevant com-
mittees and discussing their details
by the esteemed members of the
Council.

At the conclusion of the
session, Speaker of the Shura
Council Hassan bin Abdullah Al
Ghanim briefed the esteemed
members on the Council’s partic-
ipation, through a delegation he
led, in the 20th Session of the Con-
ference of the Parliamentary

Amir congratulates
Seychelles President

DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani,
Deputy Amir H H Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Thani,
and Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
H E Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al-Thani sent yesterday cables
of congratulations to President
of the Republic of Seychelles
H E Dr. Patrick Herminie on
the anniversary of his coun-
try’s Independence Day.
—QNA

Union of the OIC Member States,
held in Baku, Azerbaijan, on June
24-25, and the 8th Conference of
the Arab Parliament and Speakers
of Arab Councils and Parliaments,
held in Cairo, Egypt, on June 27.
He highlighted the key topics on
the agendas of both conferences.
—QNA

Joaan bin Jassim Academy celebrates graduation of new batches of military leaders
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs H E Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan Al-Thani with officials and graduates

during the ceremony.

DOHA: Under the patronage and
attendance of Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of State for
Defence Affairs H E Sheikh Saoud
bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan
Al-Thani and in the presence of
Chief of Staff of the Qatari Armed
Forces H E Lieutenant General
(Pilot) Jassim bin Mohammed Al
Mannai, Joaan bin Jassim Academy
for Defense Studies celebrated the
graduation of the 6th National
Defense Course, the 12th Joint
Command and Staff Course, the
Graduate Studies Programs
(Master’s and Doctorate), and the
Deanship of Graduate Studies and
Scientific Research, at the Acad-
emy’s premises.

The participants in the two
courses, graduate studies pro-
grams, and the Deanship of
Graduate Studies and Scientific
Research include senior-ranking
officers from units of the Qatari
Armed Forces, military and
security agencies, and senior offi-
cials in ministries and institutions
of the State, in addition to the par-
ticipation of a number of officers
from fraternal and friendly
countries.

The ceremony included hon-
oring the top-performing grad-
uates, alongside a presentation of
the key stages of the educational
process at the Academy.

The ceremony was attended

by a number of Their Excellencies
the Ministers, ambassadors of fra-
ternal and friendly countries to the
State of Qatar, military attaches to

the State of Qatar, and a number
of senior officer leaders and offi-
cials in the Qatari Armed Forces.
—QONA

Awqaf Ministry receives QR100,000 endowment to expand Waqf projects

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The General Directorate
of Endowments (Awqaf) at the
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs has announced the
receipt of a QR100,000 cash
endowment from a donor under
its supervision to support the
“Wagqf Al-Wuqouf” initiative
within the Endowment Fund for
Righteousness and Piety.

The contribution is aimed
at strengthening the sustaina-
bility of endowment resources
and expanding their impact
across various charitable and
community development
sectors.

According to the Direc-
torate, the donation represents
a renewed contribution from
a benefactor who has previ-
ously established endow-
ments, reflecting growing
public awareness of the impor-
tance of waqf as a long-term
tool for sustainable devel-

opment and social solidarity.

Head of the Studies Section
at the General Directorate of
Endowments Mohammed Saleh
Al Badr, said the continued
support from donors demon-
strates increasing recognition
of waqf as one of the most
effective mechanisms for
achieving sustainable devel-
opment, generating lasting ben-
efits for society and future
generations.

He explained that the
Studies Section prepares
research and feasibility studies
for endowment projects based
on community needs while
ensuring compliance with
donors’ conditions and the
applicable Sharia and legal
frameworks.

The section also evaluates
proposed projects and requests,
assesses their alignment with
the objectives of the various
endowment funds and donors’
intentions, and provides

Mohammed Saleh Al Badr

recommendations to ensure
that endowment resources are
directed to areas that best serve
public needs and the objectives
of waqf.

Al Badr added that these
studies play a vital role in sup-
porting informed decision-
making, improving

the efficiency of resource
allocation, determining
appropriate contribution
values and spending periods,
and ensuring the proper
implementation of donors’
wishes while preserving the
intended purposes of their
endowments.

He noted that repeat con-
tributions from donors reflect
growing confidence in Qatar’s
endowment system and a
commitment to directing
wealth toward sustainable
projects that continue deliv-
ering public benefit across
generations.

The Directorate emphasized
that waqf remains one of the
most significant forms of
ongoing charity, preserving the
original asset while ensuring
continuous returns that support
humanitarian and community
initiatives and strengthen the
role of the endowment sector
in promoting sustainable devel-

opment and social cohesion.

The “Waqf Al-Wuqouf”
initiative is based on the
concept of reinvesting
endowment returns to
establish new endowments on
a continuous basis.

This approach expands the
country’s endowment asset base
year after year, creating a self-
sustaining model in which one
endowment generates others,
ensuring that charitable benefits
and rewards continue for as
long as the endowments remain
productive.

The General Directorate of
Endowments also encouraged
members of the public wishing
to establish endowments to
contribute through its online
endowment platform, mobile
donation service, quick col-
lection numbers, and dedi-
cated hotline, enabling them
to support a range of
endowment funds as an
ongoing charitable legacy.

Qatar attends Arab
conference of heads
of reform institutions

CAIRO: The State of Qatar,
represented by the Ministry
of Interior (Mol), participated
in the 23rd Arab Conference
of Heads of Correctional and
Reform Institutions, held in
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt.
The Mol delegation par-
ticipating in the conference
was headed by Director of the
Mol’s General Directorate of
Penal and Correctional Insti-
tutions Major General Nasser
Mohammed Issa Al Sayed.
The participants discussed
a number of topics on the
agenda, including following
up on the implementation of
the recommendations of the
previous conference,
reviewing member states’
experiences, digital transfor-
mation, and the use of modern
technologies in developing
correctional and rehabilitation
institutions. — QNA

MoPH launches healthy travel tips campaign

THE PENINSULA

Third edition of Khibrat training programme to be launched in September

FROM PAGE 1

This approach ensures nutritional
adequacy despite changes in routine and
food availability. By opting for
wholesome, traditional dishes in moder-
ation, individuals can enjoy cultural expe-
riences without compromising their
health.

Another key highlight is choosing
natural sugars for sweet cravings. The
campaign promotes fresh fruits, dates,
and whole foods containing natural
sugars over processed alternatives or
sweetened juices. Whole fruits provide
essential fibre and nutrients, aiding
digestion and offering sustained energy,
vital for long journeys. This guidance
helps travellers manage blood sugar
levels effectively and supports healthier
snacking options on the go.

Health experts at the MoPH note that
these tips are part of broader efforts to

empower the community with knowledge
for safer travels. Simple steps like these
can significantly reduce the risk of illness
and enhance the overall travel expe-
rience, allowing families to fully enjoy
their time away while returning refreshed.

The campaign aligns with Qatar’s
national health strategies that prioritise
preventive care and public education. In
addition to the visual guides, the Ministry
has recommended consulting healthcare
providers before travel for personalised
advice, especially for those with pre-
existing conditions or travelling with
children and the elderly.

As Qatar continues to promote a
health-conscious society, such initiatives
reinforce the country’s commitment to
citizen wellbeing both at home and
abroad. Residents have been encouraged
to follow MoPH’s official channels for
more resources and updates on health
guidelines.

DOHA: The Ministry of Education
and Higher Education has completed
the personal interview stage for
candidates applying to the third
edition of the “Khibrat” (Expertise)
training programme, paving the way
for the launch of the new cohort in
September 2026.

The interviews, conducted by the
ministry’s Training and Development
Center, marked the final phase of the
participant selection process fol-
lowing the initial screening and qual-
ifying examination stages.

A total of 70 applicants, including
teachers and coordinators of Arabic
language and Islamic Studies from
government schools across all edu-
cational levels, applied for the
program. Candidates underwent a
comprehensive assessment to
identify the most qualified educators

with the greatest potential to benefit
from the initiative and contribute to
its professional development
objectives.

The evaluation process is
overseen by the program’s steering
committee, which comprises a
number of senior education leaders
from the ministry.

The third edition of the pro-
gramme is scheduled to begin in Sep-
tember with a one-week orientation
in Doha, delivered by the Training
and Development Center in cooper-
ation with the Saudi Arabia-based
organization responsible for imple-
menting the programme.

Participants will then travel to
Riyadh for a six-week immersive
professional development pro-
gramme, combining classroom
observation and university-based
training in schools across the Saudi
capital.

The overseas component will run
from September 27 to November 5,
2026.

Upon returning to Doha, partic-
ipants will implement practical
projects in their respective schools
through May 2027, applying the
knowledge and experience gained
during the programme to strengthen
educational practices and maximize
the impact of the training within the
school system.

The Ministry of Education and
Higher Education said the “Khibrat”
programme forms part of its broader
efforts to develop Qatar’s national
teaching workforce by enhancing
educators’ professional and lead-
ership capabilities. Through exposure
to international best practices and
the exchange of expertise, the initi-
ative aims to improve the quality of
education and support the country’s
educational development goals.
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Seven voices from Arab world captivate audiences
at Cineteca Nacional de las Artes in Mexico

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: This month, the main theatre
of Cineteca Nacional de las Artes
served as a window onto contem-
porary Arab cinema.

The Doha Film Institute (DFI) pre-
sented a curated selection of seven
films it has supported in recent years,
a programme that brought together
prize-winners from Cannes, Venice
and Thessaloniki, featured as part of
the 2026 Year of Culture partnership
between Mexico and Qatar.

More than 1,000 people attended
the screenings over the course of the
programme, an exceptional turnout
for Cineteca Nacional de las Artes
underscoring the strong interest in
contemporary Arab cinema among
Mexican audiences.

For Mexican audiences, the pro-
gramme offered a rare opportunity to
experience films from Iraq, Sudan,
Tunisia, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, and
Egypt. These stories explored themes

The Doha Film Institute
presented a curated selection
of seven films it has supported
in recent years, a programme
that brought together prize-
winners from Cannes, Venice
and Thessaloniki.

of identity, memory, family, and tra-
dition, bringing perspectives that are
seldom seen on Mexico’s film circuit.

Nelson Carro, Director of Outreach
and Programming at Cineteca
Nacional de las Artes, said: “Our part-
nership with the Doha Film Institute
is especially valuable, as it gives us
access to films that are not always
easy for us to reach. Since we mainly
work with European distributors,
access to Arab cinema is not always
direct. Through this collaboration, we
were able to present a carefully
curated programme of films that
explore themes that speak to all of us.

That is why we believe it is so
important to continue strengthening
this relationship and giving it room to
grow.”

Advisor on Latin America for the
Years of Culture, Mohammed Al
Kuwari, added: “Years of Culture is
built on the idea that lasting partner-
ships are shaped through people-to-
people connection. Film plays a vital
role in that by enabling stories to
travel. The Years of Culture’s summer
programme, which coincides with
World Cup 2026 also reflects a
broader vision: using culture
alongside sport to build meaningful,
long-term connections between
societies.”

The film cycle is part of a wider
programme that the Years of Culture
will roll out in Mexico City this
summer, in partnership with institu-
tions such as Museo Jumex and the
Centro de Cultura Digital, spanning
film, art, heritage, design and sport
throughout 2026.
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CEO of Qatar Media Corporation
meets Ambassador of Kuwait

CEO of Qatar Media Corporation H E Sheikh Khalid bin Abdulaziz bin Jassim
Al-Thani met yesterday with Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to the State of
Qatar H E Ahmad Abdulrahman Al Shuraim. During the meeting, they discussed
the fraternal relations between the two countries, and prospects for joint
cooperation in the media fields.
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Ministry of Defence signs MoU with Russian Federation

The Ministry of Defence has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of
Defence of the Russian Federation aimed at establishing and operating a direct communication
channel for immediate notification in the event of crises. The MoU was signed on behalf of Qatar’s
Ministry of Defence by Brigadier (Air) Rashid Sultan Al-Hatmi, Acting Commander of the Doha
Joint Rescue Coordination Center. Representing the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation
was Vice Admiral Viktor Alexandrovich Kalganov, Deputy Head of the Russian National Defence

Management Center.

MoFA issues guide describing, classifying
jobs of diplomatic and consular corps

1

DOHA: Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani
issued Ministerial Decision No.
34 of 2026 issuing a guide to
describing and classifying the
jobs of the diplomatic and
consular corps.

This decision comes within
the framework of developing
and strengthening the institu-
tional work system in the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, organ-
ising career paths through clarity
of tasks and responsibilities,
raising performance efficiency,
enhancing accountability, and
emphasising effective per-
formance to members of the two
corps in the Ministry’s General
Directorate and the State’s dip-
lomatic missions abroad.

The guide is an

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

State of Qatar+ ) hid__lgs

The guide aims to
provide an accurate
and comprehensive
description of positions
and job titles, to
enhance clarity and
responsibilities

organisational reference for
members of the diplomatic and
consular corps, contributing to
the standardisation of proce-
dures and the clarification of

d 1=l )ljg

career paths in the Ministry’s
General Directorate and repre-
sentative missions.

It aims to provide an
accurate and comprehensive
description of positions and job
titles, in support of professional
development to raise per-
formance efficiency, enhance
clarity of responsibilities, and to
facilitate recruitment and career
development processes, while
ensuring consistency with the
organisational structure of the
Ministry. — QNA

Qatar wins several awards at International Arab Women Forum

CAIRO: The State of Qatar won
several prestigious awards
during the “International Forum
of Arab Women Diplomats:
Journey and Achievements,”
organised yesterday at the head-
quarters of Arab League in Cairo
by the General Secretariat of the
League, in cooperation with the
Arab Council for Social Respon-
sibility.

The event coincided with the
International Day of Arab
Women Diplomats. The forum
awarded Minister of Education
and Higher Education H E
Lolwah bint Rashid bin
Mohammed Al Khater, the Arab
Women’s Excellence Shield for
Social Responsibility 2026, in
recognition of her leadership
and outstanding contributions
at the national, regional, and
international levels in sup-
porting education and com-
munity development, as well as
her role as an inspiring model
of Arab women'’s leadership. The
award was received on her
behalf by Khalid Abdullah Al
Ibrahim, Advisor at the Embassy
of the State of Qatar in the Arab
Republic of Egypt and the Per-
manent Delegation of Qatar to
the Arab League

In the same context, Director
of the Department of Private
Schools and Kindergartens at the
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Director of the Department of Private Schools and Kindergartens
at the Ministry of Education and Higher Education Dr. Rania Yousri
Mohammed receiving the award at the ceremony.

Ministry of Education and Higher
Education Dr. Rania Yousri
Mohammed received the Arab
Woman Award for Social
Responsibility 2026 for her Social
Responsibility Project in Private
Schools and Kindergartens.
The forum also honoured
Deputy Speaker of the Shura
Council H E Dr. Hamda bint
Hassan Al Sulaiti with the Arab
Woman Award for Social
Responsibility in recognition of
her distinguished contributions
to parliamentary and com-
munity work and her efforts to
promote the values of social

responsibility. The award was
received on her behalf by Khalid
Abdullah Al Ibrahim.

In addition, Maryam Ahmed
Al Shaibi, Minister Plenipoten-
tiary, Deputy Ambassador of the
State of Qatar to the Arab
Republic of Egypt, and Deputy
Permanent Representative of
Qatar to the League of Arab
States, was also honored for her
outstanding efforts in advancing
diplomatic work, strengthening
joint Arab cooperation, pro-
moting social responsibility, and
empowering women in the dip-
lomatic field. — QNA

HMC launches two advanced paediatric diagnostic services

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC) has announced the
launch of two new specialised
services in paediatric allergy:
skin allergy testing to accurately
identify food and environmental
allergens, and food and drug
challenge tests, which are
considered the internationally
recognised gold standard for
confirming or ruling out
allergies under specialist
medical supervision.

The services are provided
through the paediatric clinics at
the Ambulatory Care Centre and
aim to enhance the accuracy of
early diagnosis, improve the
quality of specialised care pro-
vided to children, and reduce
allergy-related complications.

Dr. Mohammed Al Amri,
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
and Medical Director at Hamad
General Hospital, and Chair of
the Paediatrics Departments at
HMC, emphasised that the
launch of these two services
reflects HMC’s commitment to
providing advanced diagnostic
care that enhances children’s
health and empowers families
to make treatment decisions
based on accurate and reliable
medical evidence.

The two services utilise

more accurate and specialised
diagnostic approaches in pae-
diatric allergy, contributing to
early diagnosis, reducing
allergy-related complications,
and supporting individualised
treatment plans for each
patient.

They also provide families
with guidance and education on
managing allergic conditions in
children, including emergency
action plans.

The clinic accepts referrals
from Primary Health Care
Centers, HMC hospitals, and
Paediatric Emergency Centers
for children aged 6 months to
14 years. It offers early diagnosis
and specialised follow-up care
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through a multidisciplinary
team specialising in paediatric
allergy.

Skin allergy testing provides
an accurate assessment of food
and environmental allergies in
children. It is one of the key
tools used in diagnosing allergic
conditions, as it helps doctors
identify allergy triggers more
precisely when combined with
clinical evaluation and labo-
ratory tests.

Early and accurate diagnosis
also helps prevent life-threat-
ening allergic reactions such as
anaphylaxis, in addition to sup-
porting families and schools
with clear plans for managing
emergency situations.
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A doctor consults with a mother and her daughter at a paediatric clinic.

ONL marks summer season with discovery creativity and professional growth

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: With the summer season
in full swing, Qatar National
Library (QNL) invites heritage
professionals, children, families,
and career-minded adults to a
vibrant July of programming
spanning cultural conservation,
STEM exploration, creative arts,
literacy, and professional devel-
opment. At the heart of the
month is the Library’s Seventh
Summer Camp, which
welcomes young learners of
every age across multiple tracks,
from toddlers to teenagers.
The month opens with a
specialised gathering for the
heritage community. On July 1,
Qatar National Library, in its
capacity as the IFLA PAC
Regional Centre for the Arab
Region, presents the webinar
“Emergency Grants for Cultural

Heritage: Opportunities and
Application Process,” delivered
by Romana Delaporte, Project
Coordinator at Cultural Emer-
gency Response, an interna-
tional NGO that provides first-
aid support to cultural heritage
threatened by conflict, climate
change, or natural disaster. The
session will explore the scope
and objectives of available
grants, the types of projects eli-
gible for funding, application
requirements and selection cri-
teria, and practical guidance
drawn from previously sup-
ported emergency response ini-
tiatives. Moderated by Maxim
Nasra, Head of Preservation and
Conservation at the Library, the
webinar is addressed to heritage
professionals, librarians, archi-
vists, and museum specialists.
The first of July also marks
the start of the 2026 Summer

Reading Challenge, offered in
partnership with the Kutubee
interactive reading platform.
Running for six weeks until
August 15, the challenge
encourages children aged 6 to
14 to keep reading through the

summer months and to guard
against the seasonal learning
loss commonly known as the
“summer slide.” Participants
work toward reading goals
scaled to their age group,
building language sKkills,

broadening their knowledge,
and strengthening critical
thinking and creativity along the
way. The winners will be
announced in September 2026.
On Julyl5, the Seventh
Summer Camp opens, with each
track designed to engage and
inspire a different age group. The
tracks run on a weekly basis.
The Library welcomes its
youngest visitors with the Fun
Summer Camp for Toddlers, a
bilingual two-hour play camp for
children aged 1 to 4. Featuring
sensory toys, building toys, art
activities, and storytelling ses-
sions, it offers a nurturing and
imaginative environment for
children and their families.
Storytime for Children offers
an equally enriching experience
for children aged 7 to 12, com-
bining expressive storytelling with
puppetry to take young audiences

on imaginative journeys through
carefully chosen stories. The pro-
gramme aims to foster a love of
reading, stimulate imagination,
and strengthen listening and com-
munication skills in a joyful and
nurturing setting.

For children aged 7 t0 10, a
dedicated STEM activity blends
science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics
through hands-on experimen-
tation, inviting young partici-
pants to test ideas, solve
problems, and explore how the
world works in a spirit of curi-
osity and discovery.

Teenagers aged 13 to 17 are
invited to “Make with Me,” a
craft and art-making session
that draws older participants
into a world of color and imag-
ination, encouraging creative
expression in a lively and
inspiring environment.
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MoM opens health clinic at General Cleanliness Department

THE PENINSULA reflects the Department’s ongoing com-
mitment to providing a healthy and safe
work environment in accordance with
the highest standards.

He noted that the clinic serves more
than 3,200 employees and provides
medical consultations, preliminary
examinations, and medication dis-
pensing services.

The clinic operates in two daily
shifts: a morning shift from 9am to Ipm
and an evening shift from 6pm to 10pm,
ensuring flexible access to healthcare
services for all employees.

This strategic initiative aims to
strengthen occupational health and
safety for employees by providing com-
prehensive and timely medical services
within the workplace, thereby contrib-
uting to an enhanced quality of work
life and the sustainability of services
provided.

DOHA: As part of the Ministry of
Municipality’s (MoM) efforts to
enhance healthcare services and
improve the work environment,
Assistant Undersecretary for Public
Services Affairs at MoM Abdullah
Ahmed Al Karani, inaugurated the new
health clinic at the General Cleanliness
Department Complex in the Industrial
Area (Street 52).

The inauguration was attended by
Assistant Undersecretary for Expatriate
Labour Affairs at the Ministry of Labour
Hamad Faraj Dalmook, and Director
of the General Cleanliness Department
Mogbel Madhour Al Shammari, along
with a number of directors from the
Ministry of Municipality.

On this occasion, Al Shammari
affirmed that the opening of the clinic

A
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Assistant Undersecretary for Public Services Affairs at MoM Abdullah Ahmed Al
Karani and Assistant Undersecretary for Expatriate Labour Affairs at MoL Hamad
Faraj Dalmook inaugurating a health clinic.

The clinic operates in two
daily shifts: a morning shift
Jrom 9am to Ipm and an
evening shift from 6pm to
10pm, ensuring flexible
access to healthcare services
for all employees. The
initiative aims to strengthen
occupational health and
safety for employees by
providing comprehensive
and timely medical services
within the workplace, thereby
contributing to an enhanced
quality of work life and the
sustainability of services
provided.

Announcement of Deregister

The owners of (TERRA UNITY LIMITED

(QFC) have decided on June 14th, 2026, FROM PAGE 1

Upgraded Hukoomi Platform transforms digital government experience

to cease the activities of the company in
the State of Qatar (Q.F.C) and to
deregister (QFC No. 02404).

Accordingly, all persons and entities
having an interest or any claims in (TERRA
UNITY LIMITED (QFC) should notify Adib
Al Chaa & Co.

P.O. Box: 17048 — Doha - Qatar.

During the period of one month from the date

Instead of repeatedly uploading
official documents such as identifi-
cation cards or commercial regis-
trations, users benefit from secure
data sharing between government
agencies, reducing paperwork while
improving efficiency and the
accuracy of official information.

of this advertisement.

He said that MCIT plans to
expand the number of Life Moments
while introducing fully automated
and proactive services. Instead of
requiring users to search for
services, the platform will eventually
send timely notifications reminding
them of upcoming government pro-
cedures, such as school registration

deadlines or other important life
events. He said that artificial intel-
ligence will play an increasingly
important role in delivering smarter,
more personalised and predictive
government services.

Al Tamimi encouraged users to
provide feedback through the
platform to help shape future

enhancements, noting that ongoing
development will be driven by
public needs and expectations.

He also thanked all participating
government entities for their col-
laboration in creating a unified
digital gateway designed to simplify
access to public services for eve-
ryone living in or visiting Qatar.
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QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY

QAFCO ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING TENDER

QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY PSC
INVITATION TO TENDER

AFCO

TENDER DESCRIPTION OF | TENDER TENDER | TENDERFEE | TENDER
NO. WORKS FEE BOND RECEIPT CLOSING
(QAR) (QAR) SUBMISSION DATE
DATES
30.06.2026
) 500/- 01.07.2026
RFQ- | StressAnalysisfor | 5, Not 02.07.2026 | 15 07 2026
6000005689 | Cogen Steam Line |refundable)| Applicable | 05.07.2026 | = "
No. 611-SY1033 06.07.2026
07.07.2026

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

During the period this tender is offered, the interested bidders shall first deposit appropriate Tender Fee amount in
cash (Cheque will not be accepted) into Company’s following Account at any QNB branch:

. QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY (QAFCO)

- 0013-025828-058

: QA51QNBA000000000013025828058

. QATAR NATIONAL BANK

The interested Bidders shall mention their company’s name and Tender Number on the payment receipt
provided by the bank and submit it as Tender Fee receipt.

Besides the Tender fee receipt (which should have the Tender Number and bidder’s name clearly mentioned on

- Account Name

- Account Number
- IBAN

- Bank Name

i), interested bidders shall also submit a copy of the valid Commercial Registration, an authorization letter from
their company with the name, telephone, fax and e-mail 1D of the focal point for this tender (Very Important),
during the submission of Tender Fee Receipt for ensuring electronic receipt of the Tender Document.

Tender Fee Receipt along with the specified documents shall be submitted to purchase@gafco.com.ga and
halathbi@gafco.com.qa on the dates indicated above, after payment of Tender Fee (nonrefundable).

After submission of the above documents to the above email, Tender Document will be provided through an
electronic platform separately.

For any queries related to non-receipt of the tender documents after the submission Tender Fee receipt at the
QAFCO Housing Section, you may contact at halathbi@gafco.com.ga or on 44227795

Technical & Commercial details and Submission Procedures will be specified in the Tender Documents.
The Company will not consider any offer without the enclosure of Tender Bond.

The Tender shall be strictly submitted using the QAFCO’s Supply Chain Portal — SAP / Ariba, on or before the
“Tender Closing Date”. Tenderers who fail to adhere to this requirement will result in the disqualification of their
Tender.

Indian Mango Exhibition records 187,300kg in sales

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The third edition of the
Indian Mango Exhibition (locally
called Hamba) at Souq Wagqif
concluded with record-breaking
success, achieving total mango sales
of 187,300 kilograms over 10 days
and attracting 155,600 visitors,
underscoring the growing popularity
of the annual event and strong
consumer demand for Indian mango
varieties in Qatar.

Held from June 18 to 27, the exhi-
bition brought together more than
35 Indian companies, showcasing a
wide selection of premium Indian
mangoes and related products. The
event also featured 25 restaurants
and retail outlets, offering visitors a
diverse culinary and shopping expe-
rience centered on the seasonal fruit.

The impressive sales figures high-
lighted the strong appetite among
consumers for Indian mangoes, while
the high visitor turnout reflected the
exhibition’s status as one of Souq
Wagif’s most popular seasonal events.
The record-breaking performance
marks another milestone for the exhi-
bition, which has continued to expand
in scale and public appeal since its
launch.

Throughout the 10-day event,
visitors had the opportunity to
explore a variety of renowned Indian

The impressive sales figures highlighted the strong appetite among consumers

for Indian mangoes.

mango varieties, purchase fresh
produce directly from exhibitors, and
enjoy mango-inspired dishes and
products offered by participating res-
taurants and shops.

Organizers described the third
edition as a resounding success, with
the final statistics confirming unprec-
edented public engagement and
commercial activity. They noted that
the exhibition’s achievements

reinforce its role in promoting Indian
agricultural products while enriching
Qatar’s cultural and tourism
calendar.

Expressing appreciation to exhib-
itors, partners, sponsors, and visitors,
the organizers thanked everyone
who contributed to the success of the
event and said they look forward to
welcoming the public for an even
bigger edition in the future.

Invitation to participate in a Tender

New batch of experts take legal oath at Ministry of Justice

DOHA: A new batch of experts took
the legal oath yesterday at the
Ministry of Justice to be registered
in the Ministry of Justice’s roster of
experts accredited before the
judicial authorities in the country,

in accordance with the regulations
stipulated in Law No. (16) of 2017
regulating expert work.

The new batch comprised (15)
experts from national cadres, with
expertise in various specialisations,

including accounting, real estate,
electrical engineering, archi-
tecture, survey engineering,
banking, industry management,
industrial engineering, engineering
project management, and social

Dar Al Sharg LLC would like to invite experienced and specialized contracting
companies to participate in the tender mentioned below:

experience (disability and autism
category).

Tender Subject Non-refundable | Bank guarantee Closing @ On this occasion, Director of the Experts
reference of the tender tender amount date VI .

number purchasefee | (bid security) Department at the Ministry of Justice,

Abdullah Abu Shahab Al Marri congratu-

D002 Execution of modification, | 2000 QR QAR 100,000 (One | 09/07/2026 at KATARA lated the new experts on their taking of the

renovation, refurbishment, | (Two thousand | Hundred Thousand | 12:00 Noon HOSPLTALITY. legal oath. He emphasised the importance

supply, and installation Qatari riyals) Qatari Riyals) of their role as assistants to judges and one

works for the existing of the pillars of achieving effective justice
e . Document Sale Perlod | Closin P 8 J ,
Dar Al Sharg Building RFP No. Subject srtome T Eddae| e | SR based on their legal responsibility to show
(B+G+1+2) located on
D-Ring Road Supply, Instalation, Testing & The Ministry of Justice, through
KH/RFP/046-26/SDH Bcfl’m‘ﬁmg'%r' 0';9 m N°-S ateaf“ 30/06/2026 | 16/07/2026 [23/07/2026| 700.00 its Department of Exp’erts
Those wishing to submit bids can obtain tender documents from Dar Al Sharg headquarters at Old Airport Area G?zlnﬁzllgoha Rm?t"é Coomziﬁoneﬁ:? ins ki h ’ h
No. 45 - Fourth Ring Road 250 - Building No. 77 during official working hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in exchange remains keen Lo strengthen the

national cadre of experts and
provide qualified professionals
who keep pace with the country’s
comprehensive development
across various sectors.

for payment of the fees mentioned in the table above and submission of a letter of no objection to participate

in the tender, accompanied by a copy of the commercial register and the establishment's registration. CONDITIONS

e Interested vendors are invited to register their Company online and obtain a Supplier
Registration ID, a requirement for the issuance of RFP Documents by Katara Hospitality.

o A payment of non-refundable document fees should be deposited to Katara Hospitality Bank
Account No. 0013-038587-060 with Qatar National Bank.t

o Bank receipt together with valid Company Commercial Registration and Computer Card must
be submitted via KH.onlinetender@katarahospitality.com only. Documents will be sent
electronically within 24 hours during working days from receipt of complete requirements.

This is in accordance with the following conditions:

@ The bidder must prepare the bid in the manner specified in the technical bid form and financial bid form
and comply with the technical requirements and conditions and the attached forms. Dar Al Sharq has the
right to reject bids that do not comply with these requirements.

@ Abank guarantee (bid bond) in the amount of QAR 100,000.00 valid for 120 days from the closing date,

must be submitted with the bid, Bids for which the original guarantee has not been delivered will be rejected. ® Proposal to be submitted in sealed envelopes as per the RFP Documents requirements in evidence and proofs related to the tech-
@ The contractor and company classification certificate must be valid, with a classification of at least C, issued (HARD COPY) & (SOFT COPY on USB). nical aspects of various cases, and the role
by the Ministry of Finance. Dar Al Sharq reserves the right to exclude bids that do not comply with this ® The successful vendor Is required to submit a performance bond issued by a bank operating in expert reports play in expediting the
requirement. the State of Qatar equivalent to 10% of the contract sum and shall be valid to 90 days after the issuance of judgments and the adjudication

expiry of Maintenance Certificate.

@ Dar Al Sharg may, before the closing date and time and in accordance with the requirements of the public o Offers should be valid for 120 days commencing from the closing date (as stated above).

interest, amend the dgadline for submitting bids by extending it andla.mendipg the closing date. . o Katara Hospitality has the right to increase or decrease the scope of servicas by 20% with the
@ Dar Al Sharg has the right to cancel the tender at any stage, and participants in the tender are not entitled same terms, conditions.

to claim any compensation as a result, and only the purchase price of the tender will be refunded. ® Katara Hospitality is not bound to accept the lowest bidder or any other participant and is
@ Bids shall be delivered in Two envelopes (technical envelope - financial envelope) to the Administrative under no obligation to show reasons thereof.

Affairs Department at Dar Al Sharg headquarters. e Bids must be submitted no later than 12:00 noon on the specified closing date. All submission
should be delivered to the 30th Floor Reception of Katara Hospitality Head Office, Burj Marina
Tower, Lusail City and quoting the RFP Number and Subject.

e Offers arriving thereafter may not be considered.

of cases.

The Ministry of Justice, through its
Department of Experts, remains keen to
strengthen the national cadre of experts
and provide qualified professionals who
keep pace with the country’s compre-
hensive development across various
sectors.

This is achieved by fostering an inte-
grated work environment that supports
the development of a leading Qatari
expertise system and by introducing new
areas of expertise in line with the needs
of the judicial authorities and other com-
petent entities. — QNA

Submission of inquiries:
Inquiries related to the execution of the required work and their conditions contained in the tender documents
shall be submitted to the office of Orbit Engineering Consultancy Consultants within the period specified in the
documents, or a maximum of three working days before the closing date if not specified in the tender
documents.
Email: info@orbitconsults.com Address: Salwa Road - Midmac Roundabout - Doha, Qatar
Telephone: +974 40375129 Mobile: +974 77577288

REGISTER YOUR COMPANY ON OUR WEBSITE UNDER E-SOURCING TAB TO ACCESS
ALL ACTIVE TENDERS THAT CAN BE VIEWED ON
KATARA HOSPITALITY WEBSITE “WWW.KATARAHOSPITALITY.COM
Tel: 44237778 / 44237774 / 44237870 Fax: 44237734
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Qatar participate

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: President of Qatar
General Electricity and Water
Corporation (Kahramaa) Eng.
Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thiyab
headed Qatar’s delegation to the
extraordinary meeting of the
GCC Electricity and Water Coop-
eration Committee, which was
held via videoconference to
discuss the latest developments
in the preparation of a study on
the feasibility of establishing
water interconnection projects
among the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member states.
The meeting was convened
in implementation of the direc-
tives of the GCC leaders and the
relevant resolutions of the GCC
Ministerial Council.
Participants reviewed the
overall framework of the pro-
posed study, its objectives, and
the suggested implementation
phases. These include assessing

the current status of water infra-
structure across GCC countries,
developing scenarios and options
for water interconnection, estab-
lishing institutional and

Kahramaa President Eng Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thiyab during the meeting held via videoconference.

governance frameworks, and
preparing an implementation
roadmap outlining priorities,
timelines, implementation mech-
anisms, and follow-up

_,‘GC meting on water in

procedures. The meeting also
examined a number of interna-
tional experiences in water inter-
connection and explored how
these could be utilised in devel-

oping the GCC study.

Eng Al-Thiyab emphasised
that Qatar, represented by Kah-
ramaa, attaches great impor-
tance to strengthening joint Gulf
cooperation and supporting ini-
tiatives that enhance the
security and sustainability of the
electricity and water sectors.

He said, “Qatar, through
Kahramaa, places great impor-
tance on advancing joint GCC
action and supporting initiatives
that contribute to enhancing the
security and sustainability of the
electricity and water sectors,
based on its belief in the impor-
tance of integration among GCC
member states in addressing
future challenges, achieving
shared interests, and ensuring
the sustainability of vital
resources and services.”

He added that preparing a
comprehensive and specialized
study on water interconnection
represents an important step

terconnection projects

toward developing a strategic
vision based on international
best practices while taking into
account technical, economic,
operational, and governance
aspects. This, he noted, would
ensure that future decisions are
grounded in scientific principles
and achieve the highest levels
of efficiency and reliability.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, the committee dis-
cussed the next steps for com-
pleting the study, including
organizing a workshop with the
participation of senior officials
from GCC member states and
completing the collection of the
necessary data and technical
studies. The study’s findings and
recommendations will then be
presented to the GCC Electricity
and Water Cooperation Com-
mittee at its next meeting before
being submitted to the GCC Min-
isterial  Council for
consideration.

Katara opens Pakistani Corner as part of FIFA WC 2026 activities

VICTOR BOLORUNDURO
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Katara Cultural Village
yesterday inaugurated the Paki-
stani Corner at Building 45, cele-
brating Pakistan’s contribution
to the global football industry
as part of activities accompa-
nying the FIFA World Cup 2026.
The cultural space was inau-
gurated by the General Manager
of Katara Cultural Village Foun-
dation Professor Dr. Khalid bin
Ibrahim Al-Sulaiti in the
presence of the Ambassador of
Pakistan H E Muhammad Aamer
and other VIPs and guests.
Organised by Katara in col-
laboration with the Embassy of
Pakistan in Qatar, the Pakistani
Corner will remain open
throughout the tournament,
offering visitors a unique blend
of culture and sport, while high-
lighting Pakistan’s longstanding
role in football manufacturing.
Speaking to The Peninsula,
Professor Dr. Al-Sulaiti said, “I

am delighted to inaugurate the
Pakistani Corner at Katara today
alongside His Excellency the
Ambassador of Pakistan to the
State of Qatar. This is one of
several national corners that
Katara has established to
showcase the cultures and
achievements of countries from
around the world. We have
opened cultural corners in col-
laboration with different nations,
and we are proud to add
Pakistan to that growing family.”

He added that the corner is
particularly special because it
highlights Pakistan’s
remarkable contribution to the
world of sport through the
display of three footballs man-
ufactured in Sialkot, the city
internationally renowned for
producing footballs used in FIFA
World Cup tournaments.

A key attraction of the exhi-
bition is the display of the
Trionda, the official match ball
of the FIFA World Cup 2026,
showcased at Gallery 45 in

Building 45, home to the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 Legacy
Exhibition.

Ambassador Aamer high-
lighted Pakistan’s global lead-
ership in football production,
noting that the city of Sialkot
manufactures around 70
percent of the world’s footballs,
including official match balls
used in several FIFA World Cup
tournaments.

“This particular handicraft
is part of our small industry in
Sialkot. It is the people who
have developed this art into
excellence in so many years” the
Ambassador told The Peninsula.

He said the production of
the Trionda ball for the 2026
FIFA World Cup reflects decades
of Pakistani craftsmanship, pre-
cision and innovation. The
industry, he noted, has evolved
from traditional hand-stitching
techniques to advanced manu-
facturing technologies, earning
the confidence of leading inter-
national sports organisations.

“We have a huge diaspora
in Qatar and at these gatherings
people get together and share
their joys and happiness and
unique moments together.
So, launching of this corner of
Pakistan’s football is really
important for the relations,
people to people relations of
countries like Pakistan and all
the other football playing
nations,” the Ambassador
added.

The Pakistani envoy added
that the initiative goes beyond
celebrating sporting excellence,
describing it as a cultural
platform that showcases Paki-
stan’s contribution to the
world’s most popular sport
while strengthening ties
between nations through sport
and culture.

He added that the exhibition
also offers visitors an oppor-
tunity to gain insight into the
global supply chains behind
football production and pro-
motes cultural exchange,

- d _ Al

Katara General Manager Prof. Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti and

Ambassador of Pakistan H E Muhammad Aamer during the event at
the Katara yesterday. PIC: SALIM MATRAMKOT/THE PENINSULA

friendship and mutual under-
standing. The initiative further
reflects the growing cultural
cooperation between Qatar and
Pakistan.

The Pakistani Corner is
located in Building 45, which

houses the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 Legacy Exhibition,
providing visitors with an
opportunity to explore both
Qatar’s World Cup legacy and
Pakistan’s contribution to the
global game at one venue.

QCS warns against tanning beds;
launches 'No Safe Tan' campaign

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar Cancer Society
(QCS) has warned against the
use of tanning beds, which have
recently become increasingly
popular among some women
and adolescents seeking a
tanned complexion.

The Society stressed that
tanning beds are not a safe way
to achieve a tan, as they expose
users to artificial ultraviolet
(UV) radiation that significantly
increases the risk of skin
cancer, including malignant
melanoma.

In addition, they accelerate
premature skin ageing and may
cause damage to the eyes and
the DNA of skin cells.

Dr. Hadi Mohammed Abu
Rasheed (pictured), Director of
Programmes at QCS, explained
that the common perception
that tanned skin reflects beauty
or good health is a miscon-
ception. A tan produced by a
tanning bed is simply the skin’s
natural response to UV-induced
damage and should never be
considered an indicator of
healthy skin.

He added that the World
Health Organisation (WHO) and
the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC)
classify UV-emitting tanning

devices as Group 1 carcin-
ogens—the highest classifi-
cation for agents scientifically
proven to cause cancer in
humans.

Dr. Abu Rasheed noted that
scientific evidence shows that
using a tanning bed at least
once during a lifetime is asso-
ciated with approximately a

20% increased risk of
melanoma compared with
never using one.

The risk rises by 59% when
indoor tanning begins before
the age of 35. Evidence also
confirms that skin and DNA
damage can occur even without
visible sunburn or redness, dis-
pelling the misconception that
tanning is safe as long as the
skin does not burn.

He further emphasised that
tanning beds are not a safe
source of vitamin D.

Instead, vitamin D require-
ments can be met through a
balanced diet, supplements
when medically indicated, and
moderate sun exposure in
accordance with public health
recommendations.

In line with its commitment
to cancer prevention, the QCS
has launched a three-month
public awareness campaign
entitled “No Safe Tan” to
increase awareness of the

health risks associated with
indoor tanning and correct mis-
conceptions linking tanned skin
with beauty or wellness.

“Prevention begins with
awareness,” Dr. Abu Rasheed
said.

“It is essential that the
public, particularly young
people—understand that any
unnecessary exposure to ultra-
violet radiation increases the
risk of skin cancer and can have
lasting harmful effects on skin
health.”

He urged the public to
adopt healthy and safe alterna-
tives to protect their skin and
avoid tanning beds, particularly
individuals who are at greater
risk of complications, including
those under the age of 18,
people with fair skin, indi-
viduals with a personal or
family history of skin cancer,
and those taking medications
that increase sensitivity to
ultraviolet radiation.

Friday sermons across 600 mosques
highlight dangers of drug abuse

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has
intensified its public awareness campaign against
drug abuse by dedicating Friday sermons in
around 600 mosques across the country to the
dangers of narcotics, reinforcing religious and
social awareness as part of a coordinated national
effort to protect individuals, families and society.

The initiative, led by the Ministry’s Department
of Mosques, coincided with the observance of the
International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking on June 26 and was carried out in coop-
eration with the Ministry of Interior. It forms part
of a comprehensive outreach programme aimed
at addressing pressing social issues through reli-
gious guidance rooted in Islamic values and prac-

tical community engagement.

During the sermons, imams warned wor-
shippers about the devastating consequences of

drug abuse, describing narcotics as one of the
gravest threats to public safety, family stability
and social cohesion. They stressed that drug
addiction endangers both physical and mental
health, contributes to family breakdown, fuels

crime and delinquency, and imposes significant
economic and security burdens on society.

The sermons also highlighted that drug use
and trafficking constitute a direct violation of the
objectives of Islamic law, which seeks to pre-
serve the five essential necessities of life, foremost
among them the protection of life, intellect and
faith. Worshippers were cautioned against the
influence of bad company and misleading ideas,
while being encouraged to strengthen their faith,
exercise self-discipline, and seek treatment and
professional support whenever needed.

The Ministry underscored the vital role of
mosques as centres of guidance, education and
community reform, noting that Friday sermons
provide one of the most effective platforms for
reaching diverse segments of society. Through

balanced and moderate religious discourse, the

ministry aims to promote a culture of prevention,
particularly among young people, while
addressing contemporary social challenges from

both religious and practical perspectives.
The sermons also called on parents and fam-
ilies to play an active role in preventing drug abuse

by maintaining open communication with their
children, closely monitoring their well-being,
instilling moral values, and cooperating with edu-
cational and community institutions to protect
young people from addiction and deviant behaviour.

According to the ministry, the campaign reflects
an integrated institutional partnership with the Min-
istry of Interior, aligning awareness messages and

expanding preventive efforts through joint partic-

narcotics.

ipation in educational events and exhibitions.
The collaboration demonstrates the comple-

mentary roles of religious and security institutions

in safeguarding society against the dangers of

Doha Film Institute supports 48 projects from 39 countries in Spring 2026 grants programme

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Doha Film Institute
(DFI) has announced the recip-
ients of its 2026 Spring Grants
programme, awarding support
to 48 film projects from 39
countries as part of its continued
commitment to nurturing inde-
pendent cinema and emerging
filmmaking talent from Qatar,
the Middle East and around the
world.

The latest grants cycle
reflects the growing diversity
and international reach of the
Institute’s flagship funding ini-
tiative, backing first— and
second-time filmmakers glo-
bally alongside established
directors from the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region

working on post-production
projects.

This year’s recipients
include filmmakers from Qatar
as well as Algeria, Djibouti,
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Morocco, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria,
Tunisia and the UAE. Interna-
tional selections span countries
including Canada, Chile, Cuba,
France, Peru, the Philippines,
Rwanda, South Africa, Spain,
Thailand and the United
Kingdom.

Chief Executive Officer of
Doha Film Institute, Fatma
Hassan Alremaihi, said the pro-
gramme continues to reinforce
the role of cinema in preserving
culture and amplifying authentic
voices.

“In a world that is constantly
changing, culture remains one
of our most powerful anchors
— preserving our memories,
shaping our identities and con-
necting us across generations,”
she said. She added that the sup-
ported filmmakers represent
“the storytellers of tomorrow,”
whose work documents the
present, challenges perceptions
and creates a lasting cinematic
record for future generations.

The Spring 2026 grants
cover projects across multiple
categories, including feature
narratives, documentaries, tel-
evision series, web series, short
films and experimental works
at different stages of devel-
opment, production and
post-production.

This year’s recipients include filmmakers from Qatar
as well as Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia and the UAE. International
selections span countries including Canada, Chile,
Cuba, France, Peru, the Philippines, Rwanda, South
Africa, Spain, Thailand and the United Kingdom.

Among the Qatari projects
selected for development are
Moments We Lived by Ibrahim
Albuainain, a satirical stop-
motion series exploring everyday
social and cultural life; Harf
Esem: Forced Landing by
Mohammed A Al-Suwaidi, which
follows two classmates racing to
protect the Arabic language from
an alien accidentally erasing its

letters; and Spooky Saeko by
Alhanoof Mubarak Alnaemi, a
mystery centred on childhood
trauma and hidden truths.
Qatari productions receiving
support in the production cat-
egory include Qadar by Aisha
Al-Khanji, which follows a
struggling coffee artisan seeking
redemption, and Intuition by
Aysha Alabdulla, a story about

a young man confronting fear
and self-doubt while pursuing
his dream of becoming a chef.

Several projects explore
themes of displacement,
migration, identity, conflict and
resilience. These include About
Love & September Laws, set
during political upheaval in
Sudan; Searching for Nidal,
which examines love and war
through personal documen-
tation; and The Lions of Canaan,
a documentary following the
Palestine national football
team’s pursuit of FIFA World
Cup qualification.

The selected films also high-
light environmental issues,
indigenous heritage, women’s
empowerment and intergener-
ational memory.
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Ecuador police destroy
bomb planted
outside ministry

QUITO: Ecuadoran police
yesterday conducted a
controlled explosion of a
bomb planted outside the
Ministry of Agriculture shat-
tering windows there.

It was the second time in
five days that a bomb has
been found in the capital
Quito, and comes as Ecuador
grapples with rising violence
by drug cartels.

On Thursday, a bomb
squad deactivated a similar
device placed near a
courthouse.

“A controlled explosion
was carried out to neutralise
the device and safeguard the
public,” the police said on
social media after yesterday’s
controlled blast. “We ask the
community to remain calm.”

The bomb was placed in
an area of northern Quito also
close to state media offices
and mining control agencies.

Organised crime groups
waging war against the state
and among themselves have
made Ecuador one of the
most violent countries in
Latin America. — AFP

Ebola outbreak in
DR Congo spreads
to fourth province

KINSHASA: At least one Ebola
case has been confirmed in a
fourth province in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo,
meaning the country’s entire
northeast is now affected by
the deadly outbreak, the
national laboratory and a
health source said yesterday.

The case was detected in
Haut-Uele, near the borders
with South Sudan and the
Central African Republic,
involving a person who had
travelled from Bunia, in Ituri
province. — AFP

Rubio meets German Foreign Minister

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio met with German Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephul at the US State Department in Washington yesterday. The bilateral
meeting underscored the close partnership between the United States and
Germany, with discussions expected to focus on bilateral relations and key
regional and global issues of mutual interest. (AFP)

RAMALLAH: Israeli forces
fatally shot a 15-year-old
Palestinian teenager
during a raid in the
occupied West Bank
yesterday, the Palestinian
health ministry said, as
violence surges in the
Israeli-occupied territory.

“The child Amir
Ahmad Jawad Jaber, 15
years old, was martyred
after being shot in the head
and once in the chest by
occupation soldiers during
their raid in the Umm Al-
Sharayit neighbourhood in
Al-Bireh” near the West
Bank city of Ramallah, the
ministry said.

There was no imme-
diate response from the
Israeli military when
asked by AFP about the
incident.

The Palestinian Red
Crescent had earlier said its

Israeli soldiers or
settlers killed 71
Palestinians in the
West Bank in 2026,
says a data.

teams were transporting to
hospital and trying to
resuscitate a 15-year-old
who was shot in the head
with live ammunition
during a raid in the Umm
Al-Sharayit area.

Dozens of mourners
gathered at the Palestine
Medical Complex as
grieving relatives wept
over the teenager’s body.

“Today, we witnessed
a clear-cut execution in
broad daylight,” Laila
Ghannam, governor of
Ramallah and Al-Bireh,
told AFP.

“This is a disgrace to

Israeli forces kill Palestinian teen in West Bank

all institutions who claim
to uphold democracy and
human rights.

“When it comes to our
cause, they see nothing.
They allow this occu-
pation to escalate its cam-
paign of terror every
single day not only across
Palestine, but throughout
the entire region.”

Since the start of the
Gaza war in October 2023,
violence has escalated in
the West Bank, which Israel
has occupied since 1967.

Israeli soldiers or set-
tlers have Kkilled at least
1,085 Palestinians in the
West Bank since October
2023, including both
fighters and civilians,
according to an AFP tally
based on Palestinian
health ministry data,
which says 71 people were
killed in 2026. — AFP

US commits $300m in aid
for quake-hit Venezuela

WASHINGTON: The United
States has pledged more than
$300 million in funding to aid
earthquake-hit Venezuela, the
State Department said
yesterday, up from a previous
commitment of $150m.

“These funds will provide
emergency medical care, food
assistance, water and sani-
tation, shelter, protection, and
logistics,” the department said
in a statement.

The money is being
directed through partner
organisations including Samar-
itan’s Purse, Catholic Relief
Services, the International
Organisation for Migration, the
World Food Programme and
the Red Cross, the statement
said.

Washington has also
deployed four wurban

search-and-rescue teams to
Venezuela that are made up of
more than 300 first responders
and almost two dozen search
dogs, the statement added.

Devastating back-to-back
7.2 and 7.5 magnitude earth-
quakes struck near Venezuela’s
Caribbean coast last week, col-
lapsing buildings, damaging the
country’s main airport and
leaving at least 1,450 people
dead.

The US assistance for Ven-
ezuela comes as ties between
Washington and Caracas have
warmed in recent months after
American forces captured
former president Nicolas
Maduro in January and the
Trump administration began
working with an interim gov-
ernment led by Delcy Rod-
riguez. —AFP

Poland signs contract to acquire Swedish submarines

WARSAW: Poland yesterday
signed a $4.8bn contract with
Sweden to purchase three Saab
submarines intended to
strengthen its defence capabil-
ities in the face of a growing
Russian threat.

“Poland is acquiring three
A-26 type, fifth-generation sub-
marines, the most modern
ones,” Polish defence minister
Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz
said following the signing cer-
emony in the Polish Baltic port
city of Gdynia.

He added that the subma-
rines Poland is set to obtain are
“designed to operate in the
Baltic Sea, capable of putting
their capabilities at the service
of both the navy and special
forces”.

The contract -- signed by
Prime Ministers Donald Tusk
and UIf Kristersson -- includes
an armaments package as well

as a training and support pro-
gramme, worth roughly 47
billion Swedish kronor ($4.8
billion), the Saab group spec-
ified in a press release.

The first submarine delivery
is planned for 2031, and the last
one is set to arrive in 2038.

In the meantime, Sweden
will lend Poland a modernised
A-17 type vessel, operational as
of next year, in order to train its
sailors.

Poland’s submarine pro-
curement programme, named
Orka (Orca), is among the most
urgent projects of the Polish
navy, which currently has only
a single obsolete submarine,
built in 1985 in the USSR.

The agreement also pro-
vides for industrial exchanges,
as well as a logistics package,
operational support, prepa-
ration of the necessary infra-
structure, and the acquisition

Poland is acquiring
three A-26 type, fifth-
generation submarines,
the most modern ones,”
Polish defence minister
Wladyslaw Kosiniak-
Kamysz said.

by Sweden of a rescue vessel
built in Polish shipyards.

Described as a “historic
milestone” for both countries
by Kristersson, the contract is
set to create 7,000 jobs in
Poland and “a significant
number” in Sweden, according
to Stockholm.

The choice of the Saab as
submarine supplier had been
announced in November by
Warsaw, ruling out other bids
from Germany, Spain, Italy,
South Korea, and the French
company Naval Group. — AFP

Burnham pledges radical devolution of UK govt if PM

LONDON: The frontrunner to become
Britain’s next prime minister, Andy
Burnham, vowed in a speech yesterday to
“bring about the biggest rebalancing of
power our country has seen” if he succeeds
Keir Starmer.

Burnham, currently the only candidate
to replace Starmer as Labour leader and
prime minister, pledged to devolve greater
powers to regional mayors, including the
northwestern city of Manchester where
until recently he was in charge.

“I am going to give Britain the circuit
breaker it needs,” Burnham told an invited
audience in Manchester, pledging to put
power “in the hands of the people and
places who can use it best”.

“We need a new determination to raise
living standards of every single person in
thisland,” he added in the keynote speech.

“And we must accept that to do that,
to fix the economy and the country, we
need to change politics and we need to do
itnow.”

Unsurprisingly, opposition leaders crit-
icised the speech.

“He doesn’t have a plan beyond telling
mayors to go and sort it out,” said Kemi
Badenoch, leader of the main opposition
Conservatives.

Robert Jenrick of the hard-right
Reform UK party, which has led national
opinion polls for more than a year, said the

British public wanted “radical change
now”.

“People can’t wait 10 years,” he told
GB News, after Burnham promised “a
10-year mission to raise living standards
across the land”.

Delivering his speech from a Man-
chester museum, he described Britain as
“one of the most over-centralised coun-
tries in the world”.

Starmer announced his resignation last
Monday. And if no challenger comes
forward in the Labour leadership contest,
Burnham could be prime minister as early
as mid-July.

Burnham would inherit a British
economy that ruling centre-left Labour
vowed to revitalise when it won power in
July 2024 after 14 years in opposition.

After a tough 18 months, growth
showed signs of picking up until the Middle
East war hindered progress and pushed
up inflation.

Burnham used his speech to pledge
fiscal discipline and to reduce the coun-
try’s ballooning welfare bill, having already
sought to calm markets by committing to
the government’s current borrowing limits.

He proposed the creation of a “No. 10
North” to coordinate the devolution a play
on words on the UK prime minister’s
address at 10 Downing Street.

“We will create a more streamlined

state with a clearer purpose: to power up
all parts of the country and put a laser-like
focus on growth and regeneration,” he said.

“The change will be driven through the
prime minister’s office in an extended
operation, based here in Manchester.”

He vowed that office would “oversee
the biggest council house building pro-
gramme since the post-war period”.

However, he did not set out how that
would be funded, amid squeezed public
finances in the UK.

Coining the phrase “Manchesterism”,
which he defines as business-friendly
socialism, Burnham has railed against
trickle-down economics and
neo-liberalism.

Among his more defined economic
beliefs is greater “public control” over
services like transport, water and energy,
though he was vague yesterday on whether
this meant full renationalisation of
utilities.

Under Starmer, UK railway operators
were gradually re-entering public hands.

Burnham has positioned himself as a
champion for small businesses and pro-
posed cutting business rates for pubs and
music venues.

“I will back our scientists, technolo-
gists, entrepreneurs, and creatives, as |
have done here (in Manchester), and show
how Britain will be the innovation nation

Labour MP and challenger for Leader
of the Labour party, Andy Burnham,
delivers a speech in Manchester, England,
yesterday. (AFP)

of the next decade,” he said yesterday.

Rain Newton-Smith, head of British
employers’ lobby group, the CBI, said
“business leaders will be encouraged by
efforts to use the levers of devolution to
spread prosperity across the country”.

In the days since Starmer resigned,
speculation has been rife among UK media
and businesses about who Burnham will
appoint as finance minister.

Rachel Reeves has served as chan-
cellor of the exchequer since Labour
returned to power almost two years ago
but reportedly faces the axe if Burnham
takes office. — AFP

Venezuela search teams scramble as
hope fades of finding quake survivors

CARACAS: Hopes were fading
yesterday of finding survivors
more than four days after
powerful twin earthquakes struck
Venezuela, as residents grow
increasingly frustrated with the
government’s response to the
disaster that has killed at least
1,450 people and left tens of thou-
sands unaccounted for.

French and American rescue
teams found a man and his teen
son alive under the rubble on
Sunday in Caraballeda, a town
about 40 kilometers (25 miles)
north of Caracas, AFP journalists
saw.The rescue offered a glimmer
of hope in an ongoing tragedy that
has shaken a country already
mired in an economic crisis, but
that hope dwindled as the critical
72-hour window for rescuing
trapped victims passed.

Millions more people were
feared to lack sanitation and other
basic needs after one of Latin
America’s most devastating earth-
quake disasters.

Some 774 buildings were

Venezuela, yesterday. (AFP)

badly damaged in back-to-back
quakes of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5
that struck on Wednesday
evening, including 189 buildings
that have totally collapsed,
National Assembly President
Jorge Rodriguez said on Sunday.

In the coastal town of
Tucacas, rescuers were digging
for people trapped in the pan-
caked layers and rubble of a col-

Rescue workers trying to find a way inside a damaged building in,

lapsed building complex.

Luis Salas, told that “the
hardest part was when we felt
hope in the tunnels we went into
crawling, clearing debris, working
with all our heart, with great faith
and when we reached our targets,
we found them lifeless.” Experts
say the first 72 hours after natural
disasters is the window for res-
cuing the living. — AFP

Malaysia extends long-missing
flight MH370 search deal to 2027

KUALA LUMPUR: The search
for missing Malaysia Airlines
flight MH370 will be extended
for another year, Malaysia said
yesterday, more than a decade
after the plane disappeared.

The Boeing 777 carrying 239
people vanished from radar
screens on March 8, 2014, while
en route from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing in one of aviation’s
greatest enduring mysteries.

Two-thirds of the pas-
sengers were Chinese, and the
rest included Malaysians, Indo-
nesians and Australians, as well
as Indian, American, Dutch and
French nationals.

Despite the largest search
in aviation history, the plane
has not been found.

Malaysian Transport Min-
ister Anthony Loke said yes-
terday the extension will run
until June 30, 2027, and main-
tains all terms and conditions
of the existing agreement with
exploration firm Ocean Infinity.

This includes a “no find, no
fee” principle, meaning Ocean

Infinity will only be paid $70
million if the wreckage is located.
“This decision is a manifes-
tation of the government’s con-
tinuous and unwavering com-
mitment to provide a closure
for the next of kin of the pas-
sengers aboard flight MH370,”
Loke said in a statement.

“The approval of this
extension aims to allow the
remaining search area of 7,428.54
square kilometres (2,868 square
miles), to be fully completed by
the company,” he added.

The extension, Loke said,
also took into account new
commercial commitments
received by Ocean Infinity that
required its primary search
assets to be temporarily rede-
ployed to another location.

“The redeployment and
rescheduling of these assets
can only be conducted between
November 2026 and April
2027, during the calm sea
season, to ensure the safety and
effectiveness of the search,” he
said. — AFP

Five shot dead at
German youth
welfare site, two
suspects arrested

BERLIN: Five people were
shot dead at a youth welfare
facility in Germany yesterday
and the suspected gunman
was arrested, police said, in
one of the country’s deadliest
shootings in years.

Police in bulletproof
vests and several ambu-
lances were seen at the cor-
doned-off site in the
northern city of Stade, west
of Hamburg, in the wake of
the gun rampage.

“Homicides involving
multiple victims occurred at
a youth welfare facility” in
the city, police said about the
shooting at a centre also
believed to house mother-
and-child residential groups.

“Five people were fatally
injured and additional indi-
viduals sustained injuries,”
police said.

The suspected gunman
and a second alleged perpe-
trator were arrested, police
said, adding that there was
no longer any danger to the
public.

Both suspects arrested
were aged over 21, Spiegel
Online reported, and the five
people shot dead were also
all adults, media reports said.

N24 television cited wit-
nesses as saying that police
deployed to the building
after an emergency call and
spotted two suspects who
were attempting to flee in a
car.

Police then opened fire
and brought the vehicle to a
halt before arresting the two,
according to the report.

As news emerged of the
shooting, police confirmed
that a major operation was
under way in Stade, a city of
about 50,000 people on the
Elbe river, 50 kilometres (30
miles) west of Hamburg.

Images in local media
showed a large contingent of
police and ambulances
gathered on a cobble-stoned
street while two helicopters
hovered overhead.

“We ask you to leave the
area and give it a wide
berth for your own safety,”
police said in an earlier post
on X. —AFP
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