
Pilgrims pray on Saudi Arabia’s 
Mount Arafat, also known as 
Jabal al-Rahma or Mount of 
Mercy, during the climax of the 
Hajj pilgrimage early yesterday. 
More than 1.7 million people 
have joined the Hajj this year. 
Pilgrims from Qatar joined 
worshipers from around the 
world at Mount Arafat yesterday 
to perform the most important 
ritual of Hajj, in an atmosphere 
marked by prayer, reflection and 
devotion. Qatar's Hajj mission 
said it continues to implement 
a comprehensive operational 
plan to ensure the safety and 
comfort of pilgrims throughout 
the pilgrimage.

Pilgrims pray on 
Mount Arafat
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Amir exchanges Eid Al Adha greetings with leaders of Arab, Islamic countries
Doha: Amir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
has exchanged cables of 
congratulation with their 
Majesties, Excellencies, and 
Highnesses, the leaders of 
Arab and Islamic countries.

H H the Amir also 
received cables of congratu-
lations on this occasion from 
a number of leaders of 
friendly countries. 

Also  Deputy Amir H H 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al-Thani has exchanged 
cables of congratulation with 
Their Highnesses and Excel-
lencies crown princes and 
vice-presidents of Arab and 

Islamic countries, on the 
occasion of the blessed Eid Al 
Adha. 

H H the Deputy Amir also 
received cables of congratu-
lation  on this occasion from 
a number of leaders and vice 
presidents of friendly 
countries. 

Separately, the Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani 
exchanged cables of greetings 
with Their Excellencies prime 
ministers of Arab and Islamic 
countries on the occasion of 
Eid Al Adha.  — QNA

Amir to receive Eid Al 
Adha well-wishers
DOHA: The Amiri Diwan announced that Amir H 
H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani will receive 
well-wishers on the occasion of Eid Al Adha at 
Lusail Palace on the morning of the first day of Eid. 

Immediately after the Eid prayer, H H the Amir 
will receive Their Excellencies Sheikhs, ministers, 
undersecretaries of ministries, the Speaker and 
members of the Shura Council, and citizens, as well 
as leaders and senior officers of the Ministry of 
Defense, the Ministry of Interior, and the state 
security services, and Their Excellencies the Heads 
of Diplomatic Missions accredited to the State.

The Amiri Diwan wishes that this blessed 
occasion be full of goodness and blessings for Qatar, 
and the Arab and Islamic nations. — QNA

Amir, Iranian President discuss de-escalation efforts
Doha: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani held a 
phone call yesterday with Pres-
ident of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran H E Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian.

During the call, they dis-
cussed the latest developments 
in the region as well as efforts 
aimed at de-escalation, safe-
guarding regional security, and 
promoting peace and stability.

H H the Amir reaffirmed the 
State of Qatar’s firm position in 
favor of political and diplomatic 
solutions and stressed the need 
for all parties to exercise the 
utmost responsibility and 

restraint to spare the region the 
consequences of further esca-
lation. His Highness also 
expressed appreciation to HE 
the President for the Iranian 
government’s engagement in 
dialogue and constructive 
efforts.

His Highness also 

emphasised the importance of 
peaceful solutions to contain 
tensions and safeguard 
regional security and stability, 
thanking H E the President for 
his efforts in that regard and 
calling for continued positive 
engagement in the negotia-
tions being facilitated by the 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
as well as for broader dia-
logue, particularly with coun-
tries in the region.

For his part, H E the 
Iranian President praised H H 
the Amir’s efforts to promote 
security and stability in the 
region, expressing his appre-
ciation for His Highness’s posi-
tions supporting de-escalation, 
and affirming his welcome and 
interest in His Highness’s pro-
posals on advancing an 
agreement that would promote 
regional and international sta-
bility. — QNA

Amir reaffirmed the State of Qatar’s firm position 
in favor of political and diplomatic solutions and 
stressed the need for all parties to exercise the 
utmost responsibility and restraint to spare the 
region the consequences of further escalation.

PM stresses need for all to engage  
constructively in ongoing mediation
DOHA: Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani 
held a phone call with  Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia H H 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin 
Abdullah Al Saud.

During the call, the two 
sides discussed bilateral rela-
tions and ways to further 
strengthen and enhance them, 
in addition to the Pakistani 
mediation efforts between the 
United States of America and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The call also addressed 
coordination of efforts aimed 
at supporting the mediation to 
de-escalate tensions in a 
manner that reinforces regional 
security and stability.

H E the Prime Minister 
stressed the need for all parties 
to engage constructively in the 
ongoing mediation efforts to 
address the root causes of the 
crisis through dialogue and 
peaceful means, ultimately 
paving the way toward a sus-
tainable agreement that pre-
vents renewed escalation.  

The Prime Minister also 
held a phone call with  Deputy 
Ruler of Abu Dhabi and 
National Security Adviser of the 
United Arab Emirates H H 
Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan.

The call discussed relations 
between the two countries and 
ways to support and strengthen 

them. It also discussed Paki-
stani mediation efforts between 
the United States of America 
and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.

The call also addressed 
coordinating efforts to support 
mediation aimed at de-esca-
lation, thereby contributing to 
enhanced security and stability 
in the region.

H E the Prime Minister 
emphasised the significance of 
supporting ongoing mediation 
efforts to reach a lasting peace 
agreement.  

The Prime Minister also 
received a phone call from 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
International Cooperation and 
Egyptian Expatriates of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt H E Dr. 
Badr Abdelatty. — QNA P2

Qatar to mark Eid Al Adha with prayers, festivities and celebrations
Victor Bolorunduro
The Peninsula

DOHA: Qatar is set to celebrate Eid Al Adha 
today with thousands of worshippers 
expected to gather for Eid prayers at 
mosques and prayer grounds across the 
country, while a packed calendar of family-
friendly events and cultural activities 
promises a festive atmosphere throughout 
the holiday.

The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
has completed preparations for Eid prayers 
by designating 733 mosques and open-air 
prayer grounds across the country to accom-
modate worshippers for one of the most sig-
nificant occasions in the Islamic calendar.

Eid prayers are scheduled to begin at 
5am, with venues distributed across munic-
ipalities to ensure easy access for residents 
and citizens. Preparations have included 
arrangements to facilitate crowd movement 
and ensure worshippers can perform prayers 
in a safe and comfortable environment.

The ministry has encouraged wor-
shippers to head to nearby designated 
prayer grounds and arrive early, particu-
larly as large crowds are expected at major 
mosques and Eid musallas in Doha and sur-
rounding municipalities.

The spiritual observance of Eid Al Adha, 
known as the Festival of Sacrifice, will see 
families gathering after prayers to exchange 

greetings, share festive meals and perform 
charitable acts, while many residents are 
expected to take advantage of the long 
holiday to enjoy entertainment and tourism 
activities around the country.

Adding to the festive spirit, several des-
tinations across Qatar have unveiled special 
Eid programmes featuring live perform-
ances, cultural activities and children’s 
entertainment.

At the Education City Stadium, Eid 
prayers will be followed by family-oriented 
activities organised by the Minaretein 
Center, creating a community atmosphere 

for worshippers and visitors. Families 
attending the prayers will be able to enjoy 
post-prayer gatherings and activities aimed 
at celebrating the occasion in an engaging 
environment.

Meanwhile, Old Doha Port will host four 
days of Eid Al Adha festivities, offering vis-
itors traditional performances, family enter-
tainment and activities celebrating Qatar’s 
maritime heritage. The Mina District will 
come alive with cultural experiences, 
including traditional music, hospitality 
experiences, interactive performances and 
giveaways for families and children. P4

Qatar hospitality sector 
remains resilient in Q1 2026
JOEL JOHNSON 
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar’s hospitality 
market demonstrated resilience 
during the first quarter of 2026 
despite softer tourism volumes 
and broader regional uncer-
tainty, according to a report by 
ValuStrat, which highlighted 
stable hotel pricing and 
continued strength in the coun-
try’s premium accommodation 
segment.

The report showed that 
Qatar’s total hospitality stock 
stood at approximately 42,260 
hotel keys during the quarter, 
based on revised estimates by 
Qatar Tourism. 

Around 68 percent of the 
total inventory consisted of four 
and five-star hotels, while seven 
percent fell within the one to 
three-star category. The 
remaining 25 percent comprised 
hotel apartments.

ValuStrat noted that nearly 
1,000 additional hotel keys 
remain in the development 
pipeline, with the majority con-
centrated in the upscale four and 

five-star segments. However, no 
major hotel openings were 
recorded during the first quarter, 
with several pending projects 
expected to be delivered later in 
the year.

Tourism activity moderated 
during the quarter, with total 
visitor arrivals reaching one 
million, reflecting an 8.3 percent 
decline compared to the same 
period last year. Travelers from 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries accounted for 36 
percent of all visitors, under-
lining the continued importance 
of regional tourism demand to 
Qatar’s hospitality industry.

Despite the decline in visitor 
numbers, hotel pricing remained 
relatively resilient. Average Daily 
Rate (ADR) during Q1 2026 rose 
2.3 percent year-on-year to 
QR453, although it declined 14 
percent compared to the pre-
vious quarter. Revenue Per 
Available Room (RevPAR), a key 
hospitality performance indi-
cator, stood at QR308 during the 
quarter, down 2.8 percent 
annually and 26 percent quarter-
on-quarter. P2

Amir to perform  
Eid Al Adha prayer at 
Lusail prayer ground

Doha: The Amiri Diwan 
announced that Amir H H 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani will perform the 
Eid Al Adha prayer along 
with citizens at Lusail prayer 
ground today morning.

The Amiri Diwan wished 
that this blessed occasion be 
full of goodness and 
blessings for Qatar, as well 
as the Arab and Islamic 
nations.— QNA

The calls discussed 
relations between 
the countries and 
ways to support and 
strengthen them. They 
also discussed Pakistani 
mediation efforts 
between the United 
States of America and 
the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. They also 
addressed coordinating 
efforts to support 
mediation aimed at 
de-escalation.

People shopping in preparation for the Eid Al Adha celebrations at a retail outlet in Doha 
yesterday. PIC: Rajan Vadakkemuriyil / The Peninsula
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Amir sends Independence 
Day congratulations to 
Georgia President
Doha: Amir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
and Deputy Amir H H Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Thani 
sent cables of congratulations 
to  President H E Mikheil Kave-
lashvili of Georgia on the 
occasion of his country’s Inde-
pendence Day.  

Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al-Thani also sent a 
cable of congratulations to  
Prime Minister of Georgia H E 
Irakli Kobakhidze on the 
occasion. — QNA 

Amir sends Independence 
Day congratulations to 
Guyana President
Doha: Amir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
and Deputy Amir H H Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Thani 
sent cables of congratulations 
to  President of the Co-oper-
ative Republic of Guyana, H E 
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, on the 
occasion of his country’s Inde-
pendence Day.  

Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al-Thani also sent a 
cable of congratulations to  
Prime Minister of Guyana H E 
Mark Phillips on the occasion. 
— QNA 

Amir sends condolences 
to Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques

Doha: Amir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
Deputy Amir H H Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
and Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani 
sent  cables of condolences to 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 
the passing of HRH Prince 
Nawaf bin Naif bin Mamdouh 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.  
— QNA

PM stresses need for all 
to engage constructively  
in ongoing mediation

From page 1

During the call, they dis-
cussed relations between the 
two countries and ways to 
support and strengthen them, 
as well as Pakistani mediation 
efforts between the United 
States of America and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The phone call also 
addressed coordinating efforts 
to support mediation aimed at 
de-escalation, thereby contrib-
uting to strengthening security 
and stability in the region.

H E the Prime Minister 
stressed the need for all 
parties to respond positively 
to the ongoing mediation 
efforts, which would pave the 
way for addressing the root 
causes of the crisis through 
peaceful means and dialogue, 
leading to a sustainable 
agreement that prevents 
renewed escalation.  

Separately the Prime Min-
ister held a phone call with  

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Expatriates of Jordan H E Dr. 
Ayman Safadi.

The call discussed relations 
between the two countries and 
ways to support and strengthen 
them. It also discussed Paki-
stani mediation efforts 
between the United States of 
America and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

The call also addressed 
coordinating efforts to support 
mediation aimed at reducing 
escalation, thereby contrib-
uting to strengthening security 
and stability in the region. 

H E the Prime Minister 
voiced the need for all parties 
to respond to the ongoing 
mediation efforts, which would 
open the way for addressing 
the root causes of the crisis 
through peaceful means and 
dialogue, and lead to reaching 
a sustainable agreement that 
prevents renewed escalation.

Hospitality sector remains resilient
From page 1

The report showed that five-star hotels continued to command 
significantly higher room rates, with ADR averaging QR629 during 
the quarter. Meanwhile, ADR for four-star hotels averaged QR247, 
while three-star hotels averaged QR212.

Average hotel occupancy across Qatar stood at 68 percent in 
Q1 2026, reflecting a five percent annual decline as seasonal 
travel patterns and geopolitical developments weighed on 
demand. ValuStrat also observed that ADR declined by 27 percent 
between February and March 2026, compared to a 24 percent 
decrease during the same period last year, indicating that sea-
sonal factors played a larger role in the slowdown than regional 
geopolitical tensions.

Commenting on the market, Anum Hasan, Head of Research, 
Qatar at ValuStrat, said the sector had performed better than ini-
tially expected despite concerns surrounding regional instability. 
“In hospitality, expectations of a significant downturn were not 
fully realised. Tourism volumes declined by 8.3 percent year-
on-year, while average daily rates increased by 2.3 percent 
annually, indicating pricing resilience,” Hasan said.

“Month-on-month ADR movement between February and 
March was broadly consistent with last year, suggesting limited 
incremental impact from the conflict,” she added.

Industry analysts say Qatar’s hospitality market continues to 
benefit from the country’s strong tourism infrastructure, inter-
national connectivity, and growing calendar of business, sports, 
and entertainment events.
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Pilgrims praise services 
and facilities provided 
by Qatar Hajj Mission 
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Many pilgrims from Qatar praised the extensive 
efforts by the Qatari Hajj Mission and the high-quality 
services provided during this year’s Hajj season, as 
they performed the standing at Arafat, the pinnacle of 
the Hajj pilgrimage, following their stay in Mina on the 
Day of Tarwiyah.

Pilgrims highlighted the smooth organisation, 
advanced logistical arrangements and comprehensive 
support services that enabled them to perform their 
rituals with ease, comfort and peace of mind amid a 
spiritually uplifting atmosphere.

The Qatari Hajj Mission, in cooperation with local 
Hajj campaigns and Saudi authorities, implemented 
an integrated operational plan covering reception, 
transportation, accommodation, medical care, reli-
gious guidance and crowd management. The coordi-
nated system ensured smooth movement of pilgrims 
between Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah through the 
Mashair Train network and other transport services.

Pilgrims particularly commended the significant 
upgrades introduced this year at the Qatari camps in 
Arafat. The camps featured fully air-conditioned tents 
equipped with modern amenities, spacious majlis areas, 
mist-fan cooling corridors, open buffet hospitality 
services and modern sanitary facilities, making them 
among the most distinguished camps in the holy sites 
in terms of comfort and organization.

The mission also continued round-the-clock oper-
ations through its medical, religious, technical, com-
munications and field support units to ensure imme-
diate assistance and continuous care for pilgrims 
throughout their spiritual journey.

Several pilgrims expressed appreciation for the level 
of organization and hospitality they experienced from 
the moment they departed from Doha until their arrival 
at the holy sites.

Rashed Khalifa Al Amari Al Dosari, a pilgrim with 
Al Huda campaign, described the arrangements as 
“beyond expectations,” praising the smooth proce-
dures and the comfortable atmosphere provided at the 
Arafat camps.

Adel Abdulrazzaq of Al Noor campaign said the 
organisation reflected the great care that Qatar devotes 
to serving its pilgrims through close coordination 

Pilgrims from Qatar inside a camp during the Hajj rituals. 

MoT launches 14 maritime transportation e-services
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: The Ministry of Transport 
(MoT) has completed automating 
14 more services related to 
maritime transportation affairs.

Now electronic and accessible 
via the MoT’s official website, the 
14 fresh e-services cover the trans-
actions related to big vessels, 10 in 
total, and seafarers’ affairs, 4.

The 10 big vessel e-services 
cover ship sanitation, permanent 
registration, provisional regis-
tration, annual fees, renewal of 
provisional registration, extension 
certificate, exemption certificate, 
certificate of seaworthiness, 
issuing NOL for the announcement 
of a navigational warning, and 
penalties record and payment.

The four seafarers’ affairs 

e-services cover the issuance, 
renewal, amendment to, and the 
issuance of a replacement of the 
endorsement attesting the recog-
nition of GMDSS operator certif-
icate. GMDSS, or the Global Mar-
itime Distress and Safety System, 
is an international maritime safety 
system mandated by the IMO 
under the SOLAS convention.

Beneficiaries can now apply 
for those e-services anytime, any-
place, thereby saving time and 
effort.

“The automation by the MoT 
of this new package of maritime 
transportation services enhances 
the Ministry’s efforts for wider 
digital transformation of all its 
services, aiming for better effi-
ciency, simpler transactions, 
streamlined procedures, and better 
user experience in step with its 
strategy that aims at modernizing 
the transportation industry in a 
fashion that supports the techno-
logical advancements and inno-
vation, and excels in providing 
integrated government services 
and making them simpler, more 
available, and more accessible 
anytime, anyplace,” said MoT’s 
Information Systems Department 
Acting Director, Dr. Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Kuwari.

He added that the MoT will 

continue automating more 
services to enhance the user expe-
rience, and improve the quality of 
life of all beneficiaries as part of 
the overall national efforts that aim 
at further improving the quality of 
government services provided to 
individuals and businesses, 
boosting efficiency in government 
administration through auto-
mation of functions and state-of-
the-art applications, and devel-
oping a more open government 
with enhanced participation from 
all parties.

The official website of the MoT 
provides multiple e-services 
related to land and maritime trans-
portation affairs, which users can 
access and apply for, anytime, 
anyplace, saving them time and 
effort.

‘Heyya Beyya’ festivities at Old Doha Port
Children gathered at Old Doha Port to celebrate the return of the traditional “Heyya Beyya” 
festivities yesterday ahead of Eid Al Adha, bringing Qatari heritage and waterfront celebrations 
to Mina District. Pic: Hana Ramadan/tHE PENINSULA

Ministry of Municipality urges public to use designated abattoirs for Eid sacrifices
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Ministry of Munic-
ipality has urged people to 
slaughter their Eid Al-Adha 
sacrifices only at designated 
abattoirs, stressing that the 
measure is essential to 
protecting public health and 
ensuring the safety and quality 
of meat consumed during the 
festive season.

In a public awareness cam-
paign issued ahead of Eid 
Al-Adha, the ministry called on 
families to prioritise safe and 
hygienic slaughtering practices, 

warning against the use of 
roaming butchers or conducting 
slaughter operations in unap-
proved locations.

The ministry said official 
slaughterhouses provide a 
secure and clean environment 
that guarantees the proper han-
dling of sacrificial animals in 
accordance with approved vet-
erinary and health standards.

“For your health and the 
health of your family, ensure 
your sacrifice is slaughtered at 
authorised abattoirs,” the min-
istry said, adding that the 
process helps deliver 

high-quality meat while 
reducing health risks.

According to the ministry, 
specialised veterinary teams 
and inspection staff have inten-
sified monitoring and oversight 
inside slaughterhouses during 
the Eid season. The campaign 
highlighted that veterinary 
inspections are conducted 
before, during and after 
slaughter to ensure animals are 
free from diseases and fit for 
consumption.

Officials noted that the vet-
erinary control procedures form 
part of wider efforts to 

strengthen food safety, protect 
public health and provide inte-
grated services to the public 
during one of the busiest periods 
of the year for slaughterhouses 
across the country.

The ministry also advised 

the public on how to properly 
select sacrificial animals before 
purchase. 

It said healthy animals 
should be free from visible 
defects and diseases, while their 
eyes should appear bright and 
clear without redness or signs 
of infection.

Other indicators of a healthy 
sacrifice include intact and 
healthy wool that is not pale or 
damaged, as well as a body con-
dition that is neither weak nor 
emaciated. The ministry added 
that buyers can check the con-
dition of the animal by feeling 

the vertebrae along the back to 
ensure it is not excessively thin.

In addition, healthy sacri-
ficial animals should display 
signs of activity and vitality, 
reflecting their overall wellbeing 
and suitability for slaughter.

The awareness campaign 
comes as municipal authorities 
continue preparations for Eid 
Al-Adha by strengthening vet-
erinary supervision, enhancing 
slaughterhouse operations and 
encouraging the public to follow 
approved health and safety 
practices throughout the holiday 
period.

between the mission and Hajj operators.
First-time pilgrim Khalid Al Yafei from 

Al Marwa campaign said all his concerns 
regarding congestion and transportation 
disappeared upon arrival, noting that the 
organization and services exceeded 
expectations.

Sabah Rabia Al Kuwari from Al 
Tawbah campaign said the improvement 
in Hajj services was evident at every stage, 
from registration and travel procedures 
to transportation between the holy sites.

Mohammed Hassan Al Jufairi said his 
perception of Arafat had completely 
changed after witnessing the sophisticated 
services and organization inside the 
camps, which created a calm and com-
fortable environment for worship.

Several other pilgrims, including Saed 
Al Khayarayn, Mansour Al Qahtani, Jassim 
Al Rumaihi and Hamad Al Emadi, also 
praised the spirit of teamwork between 
the Qatari Hajj Mission and Hajj cam-
paigns, emphasizing that the integrated 
services made pilgrims feel “as if they 
were at home.”

The mission also attached special 
importance to healthcare services. Two 
fully equipped medical clinics for men and 
women were established in Arafat, 
alongside ambulances fitted with 
advanced medical equipment and rapid-
response emergency scooters designed 
to reach crowded areas quickly.

This season also saw the deployment 
of the upgraded “HT Rescue Jacket,” worn 
by paramedics accompanying Qatari pil-
grims. The innovative emergency-response 
jacket contains integrated first-aid tools 
that allow medics to provide immediate 
treatment in crowded locations.

In addition, the mission’s communi-
cations and support unit operated a 
24-hour free hotline to receive inquiries 
and emergency reports and coordinate 
directly with specialized teams to ensure 
rapid response.

The festival of sacrifice
As Qatar prepares to celebrate Eid Al Adha, the spirit 
of devotion, unity and compassion is once again visible 
across the country. From mosques and prayer grounds 
to homes and markets, preparations reflect not only 
the importance of the occasions, but also Qatar’s 
enduring commitment to preserving religious tradi-
tions while ensuring comfort and safety for 
worshippers and pilgrims alike.

The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has des-
ignated 733 mosques and prayer grounds across the 
country for Eid prayers. The extensive arrangements 
underline Qatar’s determination to facilitate worship 
for all residents, ensuring easy access to prayer facil-
ities in every region of the country.

Eid Al Adha, the festival of sacrifice, carries pro-
found spiritual meaning for Muslims worldwide. It 
commemorates the unwavering faith and obedience 
of Prophet Ibrahim (AS), who was willing to sacrifice 
his son in submission to Allah’s command. The occasion 
reminds Muslims of the values of sacrifice, generosity, 
patience and compassion.

The festival also coincides with Hajj, the sacred 
pilgrimage to Makkah that represents one of the five 
pillars of Islam. Millions of Muslims gather annually 
in an extraordinary display of equality and unity, where 
differences of nationality, language and status dis-
appear before a shared purpose of worship. Hajj is not 
merely a journey of rituals, but a deeply transformative 
spiritual experience that strengthens faith and renews 
the believer’s sense of humility and responsibility.

Under the wise leadership of Amir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Qatar has continued to 
place significant emphasis on ensuring a smooth and 
organised Hajj experience for pilgrims from the 
country. This year, the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs formed the Qatari Hajj Mission under the lead-
ership of Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs H E 
Ghanem bin Shaheen bin Ghanem Al Ghanim, reaf-
firming the state’s commitment to providing compre-
hensive services and support to pilgrims throughout 
their journey.

Authorities have coordinated closely with approved 
Hajj campaigns to strengthen logistical, administrative 
and health preparations. Qatar’s approved Hajj quota 
for 2026 stands at 4,400 pilgrims, with registration 
and selection managed through an electronic system 
designed to ensure transparency and efficiency. The 
Ministry of Public Health has also announced vacci-
nation and medical requirements aimed at protecting 
pilgrims during the pilgrimage season.

The atmosphere of Eid is already resonating across 
Qatari society. It is an occasion to strengthen ties with 
relatives and neighbours. Markets and service sectors 
are witnessing heightened activity as communities 
embrace the joyous spirit of the occasion.

In essence, Eid Al Adha and Hajj remain enduring 
reminders of faith, solidarity and shared humanity. 

Qatar to mark Eid Al Adha with prayers, festivities
From page 1

The celebrations will also 
include community-focused 
activities and entertainment 
aimed at attracting residents 
and tourists seeking festive 
outdoor experiences during the 
holiday.

For families looking to 
spend time by the waterfront, 
974 Beach will host an Eid 
family festival featuring live 
shows, children’s performances 
and interactive activities. 

Visitors can expect puppet 
shows, circus acts, magic per-
formances, face painting, 
henna activities, beach games 
and family entertainment 
designed to appeal to all age 
groups.

Shopping malls and leisure 
destinations are also expected 
to join the celebrations with 
Eid-themed promotions, 
extended entertainment 

programmes and activities for 
children, adding to the cele-
bratory atmosphere across the 
country.

The Workers Support and 
Insurance Fund is also organ-
ising a vibrant Eid Al Adha Cel-
ebrations 2026 for commu-
nities at Asian Town, Al Khor 
Workers Sports Complex, and 
Kreeq Sports behind Barwa 
Village.

The Eid Gah at the cricket 
stadium parking in Asian 
Town, prepared in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of 
Endowments and Islamic 
Affairs, will accommodate 
5,000 worshippers, opening at 
4:30am today for 5am prayers.

Festivities from 5 pm to 
10/11 pm will feature Pakistani 
artists’ musical concerts, cul-
tural shows, raffle draws with 
valuable prizes, safety 
awareness programmes, film 

shows, and free health check-
ups. Entry is free for all.

Meanwhile, the Qatar 
Meteorology Department has 
forecast hot to very hot 
weather during the first two 
days of Eid, urging residents to 
plan outdoor activities 
accordingly. 

Temperatures on the first 
day are expected to range 
between 31°C and 43°C, accom-
panied by southwesterly to 
northwesterly winds of 5-15 
knots, with gusts reaching 24 
knots during daytime. On the 
second day, hot weather will 
continue, alongside a warning 
for high offshore waves.

Despite the summer heat, 
Eid Al Adha remains one of the 
most anticipated periods of the 
year in Qatar, bringing together 
families, communities and vis-
itors in celebration of faith, 
generosity and togetherness.

The official website of the 
MoT provides multiple 
e-services related to 
land and maritime 
transportation affairs.

Qatari camps in Arafat 
featured fully air-conditioned 
tents equipped with modern 
amenities, spacious majlis 
areas, mist-fan cooling 
corridors, open buffet 
hospitality services and modern 
sanitary facilities.

Specialised veterinary 
teams and inspection 
staff have intensified 
monitoring and 
oversight inside 
slaughterhouses  
during the Eid season.
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THE PENINSULA

Doha: On the occasion of Eid 
Al Adha, the Workers Support 
and Insurance Fund will be 
organising “Eid Al Adha Cele-
brations 2026 for Commu-
nities” at Asian Town and Al 
Khor Workers Sports Complex 
on first and second days of Eid 
from 5 pm – 10 pm and on first, 
second and third days of Eid at 
Kreeq Sports behind Barwa 
Village from 5 pm to 11 pm. 

The Eid Gah (Eid prayer 
facility) also arranged in the 
parking slot of the cricket 
stadium in Asian Town for 5000 
people in collaboration with 
Ministry of Endowments and 
Islamic Affairs. The venue will 
be open for the public from 4.30 
am today in order to start the 
Eid prayer at 5 am.

The “Eid Al Adha Celebra-
tions 2026” at Asian town is 
held at the car parking area 

of the cricket stadium in Asian 
Town within the Doha Indus-
trial Area. In addition to this, 
a musical concert featuring 
artists from Pakistan will take 
place on first, second and 
third days of Eid at Kreeq 
Sports Stadium, located 
behind Barwa Village and 
opposite Madinatna and the 
celebrations in Al Khor will 
be held in the Barwa Workers 
Recreation Complex in the Al 
Khor Industrial Area.

The celebrations include 
cultural and traditional shows 
by communities and school 
teams, and musical concert by 
local bands and a popular 
musical band from Pakistan. 

Worker’s Support and 
Insurance Fund has also 
arranged valuable prizes for 
the public through raffle 
draw, safety and security 
awareness programmes and 
film shows by various 

departments of the Ministry 
of Interior and free diabetic 
and blood pressure checkup 
by private clinics. 

The Workers Support and 
Insurance Fund invites all 
members of the communities 
in Qatar to join the celebra-
tions from 5 pm to 10 pm and 
the entry is free. 

Workers' Support and 
Insurance Fund aims to 
provide services to support 
and insure workers in the 
state in accordance with state 
standards to  improve 
workers' working and living 
conditions, strengthen the 

working system of the state, 
in line with the pillars of 
human development and eco-
nomic diversity of Qatar 
National Vision 2030, by 
emulating best practices in 
this field, enhancing the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of 
nonadministrative and tech-
nological work system and 
developing service delivery 
m e t h o d s  a l o n g  w i t h 
enhancing and developing 
specialised competencies in 
this field. Workers' Support 
and Insurance Fund is a gov-
ernemnt body established by 
Law No. 17 of 2018. 

The event marked an 
important academic 
milestone for the 
graduating cohort and 
highlighted research 
addressing important 
public health and 
nutrition priorities 
at both national and 
international levels.
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AI at work: Redefining jobs, skills, and human connection
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Artificial Intelligence is 
redefining the world of work in 
profound ways. But when he 
spoke at Qatar Foundation’s 
Education City Speaker Series, 
Mo Gawdat offered reassurance 
to those who fear a techno-
logical takeover of the work-
place: “AI will reshape roles, but 
should not wipe out entire 
industries or regional econ-
omies.” 

The former Chief Business 
Officer at Google X and best-
selling author, insists that the 
narrative of AI as a destroyer of 
jobs is misguided. For him, the 
real challenge lies in inequality: 
“We have a shortage of workers, 
not jobs; the real issue is wages 
and income inequality.” 

His perspective reframes the 
debate, suggesting that the danger 
is not automation itself, but how 
society values human labour.

Senior Associate Dean for 
Faculty and a Teaching 

Professor of Computer Science 
at Qatar Foundation (QF) 
partner university Carnegie 
Mellon University in Qatar 
(CMU-Q), Dr. Khaled Harras 
adds to this perspective. 

He acknowledges that some 
fears are valid, saying: “The 
reality is that some of that fear 
is justified because many jobs 
will indeed be replaced.” 
However, he emphasises that 
the bigger issue is readiness. 

“Our current workforce isn’t 
fully equipped to integrate this 
rapidly evolving AI ecosystem to 
become more effective,” he says, 
“creating a contradiction where 
younger employees may skip 
foundational skills while sea-
soned experts resist new tools.” 

This tension highlights the 
need for balanced adaptation, 
and efficiency gains are already 
visible. As Dr. Harras points out: 
“AI provides much more 
effective access to distilled 
information and data. It creates 
a massive gain in efficiency for 

mundane human activities such 
as summarising emails, drafting 
slides, coding, and media 
production.” 

These advances lower bar-
riers to entry, allowing workers 
to accelerate through tasks that 
once consumed hours. But 
Gawdat reminds us that human 
qualities remain central, “Tech-
nological change can create 
opportunities for emotional 
intelligence over formal creden-
tials. AI is not replacing human 
connection; it is amplifying the 
need for it.”

The World Economic Forum 
predicts over a billion jobs will 
be transformed in the coming 
decade, and Dr. Harras explains 
what this means. “Job transfor-
mation means the expected set 
of skills must evolve, and work-
flows will become increasingly 
AI-assisted,” he explains. “For an 
expert, AI becomes a ‘peer’ that 
handles the mundane lifting, 
allowing the human to focus on 
curation, creativity, and finding 

that specific spin or angle.” 
As Gawdat says: “AI isn’t 

coming for your job, someone 
who knows how to use it is. The 
reality is that the jobs them-
selves will not disappear, but the 
way they are performed will 
change dramatically. 

“What we will see is not 
mass unemployment, but a fil-
tering process where the least 
adaptable workers lose out, and 
those who embrace AI thrive in 
newly transformed roles.”

Dr. Harras also raises 
regional concerns, noting that 
the Middle East has opportu-
nities to leapfrog legacy systems 
but faces risks of ‘digital sover-
eignty’ if nations rely too heavily 
on external AI providers. 

“If a nation doesn’t invest in 
its own AI capacity, its entire 
functionality becomes reliant on 
external entities like OpenAI or 
Anthropic,” he says. “This is a 
new form of economic domi-
nance where a country’s func-
tioning could effectively be 

guided by an external com-
pany’s decision.”

Ultimately, both Dr. Harras 
and Gawdat return to the 
human dimension. “The future 
of work is not about fewer jobs, 
but about better jobs,” Gawdat 
says. Dr. Harras echoes the same 
sentiment, “We must adapt, not 
just in how we work, but in how 
we define meaning itself. We 
must reimagine our economies 

and our systems of governance, 
anchoring them in human con-
nection, empathy, and our 
deepest values. 

“And as the digital world 
becomes more complex, we 
must hold even more firmly to 
our humanity, reminding our-
selves that progress is only 
meaningful when it serves 
people and uplifts human 
well-being.”

Mo Gawdat at Qatar Foundation’s Education City Speaker Series, 
held recently. 

Graduate nutrition research highlights advances in public health, dietary science
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Department of 
Nutrition Sciences at the College 
of Health Sciences at Qatar 
University (QU) hosted the final 
thesis defense presentations for 
MSc in Nutrition students. The 
event marked an important 
academic milestone for the 
graduating cohort and high-
lighted research addressing 
important public health and 
nutrition priorities at both 
national and international levels.

The presented theses 
reflected the diversity of 
research conducted within the 
MSc in Nutrition programme, 
covering chronic disease epide-
miology, maternal and infant 
nutrition, and dietary 
assessment. The studies dem-
onstrated a high standard of sci-
entific rigor and emphasised the 
development of evidence-based 
approaches relevant to Qatar 
and the wider global health 
community.

Student Shalima Latheif pre-
sented her thesis titled ‘Associ-
ation Between Circadian Syn-
drome and Asthma Among 

Adults: Evidence from China, 
USA, and UK,’ under the super-
vision of Dr. Zumin Shi and com-
mittee members Dr. Shufa Du, 
Dr. Giridhara Rathnaiah Babu, 
and Dr. Ala Rajabi. This study 
aimed to examine the rela-
tionship between circadian syn-
drome and asthma among adults 
using population-based data 
from the United States, China, 
and the United Kingdom. 

The findings revealed that 
circadian syndrome was posi-
tively associated with both 
current and incident asthma and 
demonstrated stronger pre-
dictive ability for asthma com-
pared to metabolic syndrome. 

In addition, the study also iden-
tified a dose-response rela-
tionship between meal skipping 
and asthma risk, suggesting the 
possible role of circadian health 
and lifestyle behaviours in res-
piratory disease prevention and 
management.

Student Yasmine Attia pre-
sented her thesis titled ‘Maternal 
Determinants of Minerals and 
Pesticide Residues in Preterm 
Human Milk in Qatar,’ under the 
supervision of Dr. Maya Bassil 
and committee members Dr. 
Tareq M. Osaili, Dr. Mohammad 
Ahmad Al-Ghouti, Dr. Layal 
Karam. The study examined 
maternal determinants of 
mineral composition and pes-
ticide residues in preterm 
human milk among mothers 
residing in Qatar. 

The findings demonstrated 
that maternal dietary patterns 
and clinical characteristics were 
associated with variations in 
certain mineral concentrations, 
particularly magnesium levels. 
A vegetarian dietary pattern was 
positively associated with mag-
nesium concentrations, while a 
Western dietary pattern showed 

an inverse association. No 
detectable pesticide residues 
were identified in the analyzed 
milk samples, providing 
important local evidence related 
to maternal and infant nutrition 
as well as environmental 
exposure.

Student Yasmen Khial pre-
sented her thesis titled ‘Devel-
opment and Validation of a 
Quantitative Food Frequency 
Questionnaire to Assess Dietary 
Intake in a Representative 
Sample of Children and Adoles-
cents Aged 6-14 Years Old Living 
in Qatar,’ under the supervision 
of Dr. Reema Tayyem and com-
mittee members Dr. Simone 
Perna, Dr. Nivein Hashem Abu 
Rmilah, Dr. Maya Bassil. 

The study developed and 
validated the first culturally 
adapted quantitative food fre-
quency questionnaire designed 
to assess habitual dietary intake 
among school-aged children and 
adolescents in Qatar. The ques-
tionnaire demonstrated 
acceptable validity and good-to-
excellent reproducibility in 
ranking nutrient intake among 
participants. 

Scientific symposium in Doha explores history of medicine in Islamic civilisation
The Peninsula

DOHA: The Syrian Medical 
Association in Qatar, in collab-
oration with the Qatar Cancer 
Society, organised a scientific 
and cultural symposium entitled 
‘The History of Medicine in 
Islamic Civilisation’ at Al-Razi 
Hall of the Qatar Cancer Society, 
with the attendance of a distin-
guished group of physicians, 
academics, and scholars inter-
ested in the history of medicine 
and Islamic civilisation.

The event was moderated by 
Dr. Mahdi Alwani and opened 
with a welcoming address and 
an introduction to the pro-
grammes and initiatives of the 
Qatar Cancer Society, delivered 
by Dr. Hadi Mohammad Abu 
Rasheed, Director of Pro-
grammes and Scientific Advisor 
at the Society. He highlighted the 

organisation’s efforts in public 
awareness, community support, 
and healthcare initiatives.

Dr. Hassan Al-Sawwaf, 
President of the Syrian Medical 
Association in Qatar, empha-
sised the importance of recon-
necting younger generations 
with the scientific and civiliza-
tional heritage of the Islamic 
nation, while also strengthening 
the scientific and cultural 
presence of the Syrian com-
munity in Qatar.

The symposium featured a 
keynote lecture by Professor Dr. 
Abdul Nasser Kaadan, lecturer 
at Weber State University in the 
United States and President of 
the International Society for the 
History of Islamic Medicine. His 
presentation explored the con-
tributions of Muslim scholars and 
physicians to the establishment 
and advancement of medical 

sciences, as well as the influential 
role of Islamic medical institu-
tions throughout history.

Professor Dr. Ibrahim bin 
Mohammed Al-Muzaini, Pro-
fessor of Civilizational Studies and 
the History of Science among 

Muslims at Imam Mohammad Ibn 
Saud Islamic University, also par-
ticipated with a distinguished lit-
erary contribution, presenting a 
poem praising the achievements 
of Muslim physicians and scien-
tists and their profound 

humanitarian and scientific 
impact on world civilization.

In addition, Dr. Mohammad 
Monajed, Secretary-General of 
the Syrian Medical Association 
in Qatar, stressed the impor-
tance of organising such 

scientific and cultural events in 
promoting scientific awareness 
and cultural understanding 
within society. He noted that 
these initiatives help strengthen 
the confidence of medical pro-
fessionals, especially younger 
healthcare generations, in their 
historical and scientific heritage, 
while also providing a deeper 
understanding of the present 
through a meaningful con-
nection with the past.

At the conclusion of the 
symposium,  at tendees 
expressed their appreciation for 
the rich scientific and cultural 
content of the event, praising its 
role in highlighting the civiliza-
tional and scientific contribu-
tions of Muslims and in fostering 
cultural and intellectual dia-
logue within Qatar’s diverse 
academic and professional 
communities.

Participants during the event.

Diabetes Qatar empowers mothers of 
children living with type 1 diabetes
The Peninsula

Doha: Diabetes Qatar 
organised an educational 
support programme for 
mothers of children living with 
type 1 diabetes at Park Hyatt 
recently, bringing together 25 
mothers for a day focused on 
education, peer support, and 
practical diabetes management. 

The initiative aimed to 
equip mothers with the 
knowledge and practical skills 
needed to effectively manage 
their children’s condition, 
while also providing a sup-
portive platform to discuss the 
emotional and day-to-day 
challenges families face while 
caring for children living with 
type 1 diabetes. 

The programme featured 
two interactive educational 
sessions, practical workshops, 
and open discussions, allowing 
participants to share experi-
ences, raise concerns, and 
explore practical solutions to 
common challenges asso-
ciated with managing type 1 

diabetes in children. 
Commenting on the initi-

ative, Executive Director of 
Diabetes Qatar, Dr. Abdullah 
Al Hamaq said, “At Diabetes 
Qatar, we believe that effective 
type 1 diabetes management 
extends beyond clinical care—
it starts at home. Mothers play 
a vital role in their children’s 
daily care and emotional well-
being, which is why empow-
ering families through edu-
cation and support remains a 
key priority for us.” 

The event forms part of Dia-
betes Qatar’s broader monthly 
programme supporting people 
living with type 1 diabetes and 
their families. Recent initiatives 
have included a recreational 
gathering for girls living with 
diabetes, as well as a sports and 
recreational programme for 
boys living with type 1 diabetes, 
reflecting the organisation’s 
commitment to providing 
holistic support that combines 
education, wellbeing, and com-
munity engagement for dif-
ferent age groups. 

Eid Al Adha celebrations for communities in  
Asian Town, Barwa Al Khor and Kreeq Sports

The Workers Support and Insurance Fund will 
organise Eid Al Adha celebrations at Asian Town, 
Al Khor and Kreeq Sports, featuring cultural 
performances, musical concerts, community 
activities, raffle draws and health awareness 
programmes, with free entry for the public.

Pre-register for Abu Samra border 
crossing on Metrash, MoI reminds
THE PENINSULA

 
Doha: The Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) issued a reminder of a 
feature in Metrash mobile appli-
cation allowing travellers from 
Qatar to pre-register at the Abu 
Samra border crossing.

In a social media post, the 
Ministry stated that “the pre-reg-
istration service for the Abu 
Samra border crossing, available 
on the Metrash app, allows 
Qatari vehicle owners, citizens 
and residents to complete travel 

procedures through the crossing 
with ease and convenience.”

The steps to pre-register 
using the Metrash mobile appli-
cation are as follows:

Log in to the Metrash Mobile 
Application, and open ‘Travel’ 
window and then select “Pre-
Registration for Abu Samra”.

Choose the registration type 
between Entry or Exit, then 
specify the expected travel/ 
arrival date. Select the type of 
vehicle you would be using. Add 
drivers and passengers either as 
a citizen/resident or as a visitor. 
Then verify the information and 
submit. A confirmation message 
will then be sent once regis-
tration is complete.

The Ministry noted that a 
feature allowing Qatari vehicle 
owners to add drivers and pas-
sengers from GCC countries 
using ID or passports numbers 
and visitors using passport 
numbers even if the vehicle 
owner is not travelling has been 
added to the Metrash app.

The pre-registration 
service for the Abu 
Samra border crossing 
on the Metrash app, 
allows Qatari vehicle 
owners, citizens and 
residents to complete 
travel procedures 
through the crossing 
with ease.”
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QF Art expert highlights how healing power of art can support our mental health
THE PENINSULA 

 
DOHA: Art has always been a 
language beyond words, but in 
times of emotional strain that we 
all experience in our lives, it can 
become a lifeline for children and 
communities. 

Community Arts Lead at 
Qatar Foundation Ameera Al Aji 
and a specialist in fine arts and 
art therapy, emphasises that art 
offers children a developmen-
tally appropriate, emotionally 
safe, and non-threatening way 
to express feelings when verbal 
language is insufficient, unsafe, 
or unavailable. 

In moments of fear, grief, 
anger, or confusion, art-making 
bypasses linguistic limitations 
and allows children to commu-
nicate through symbol, image, 
color, texture, and movement. 
“The canvas or paper becomes 
a psychological boundary where 
emotions can be externalised 
safely, making fear drawable, 
anger shapeable, and confusion 
visible, thereby reducing emo-
tional intensity and restoring 
regulation,” Al Aji says.

Drawing and painting give 
children a simple, safe way to 
work through overwhelming 
feelings. These activities engage 
the senses and use symbols to 
help them process emotions in 
a calm and manageable way. 
According to Al Aji, children can 
use simple artistic actions, like 
drawing lines, dots, textures, 
patterns, choosing colors, or 
creating rhythms, to turn 
vague, overwhelming feelings 
into clear, visible forms. This 
process helps ease anxiety and 
brings their focus back to the 
present moment.

Over time, the steady 
practice of making art again and 
again helps children bring order 
to confusing or fragmented 
experiences. As Al Aji explains: 
“Drawing and painting do not 
aim to eliminate difficult emo-
tions, but to give children a safe, 
embodied, and dignified way to 
hold and transform them.”

Teachers and caregivers 
can harness art as a gentle tool 
for resilience and hope. By 
inviting children to “draw how 
today feels” or “create a place 
where you feel safe”, Al-Aji 
says, they validate emotions 
without pressure. 

Focusing on the act of creating 
rather than the final result helps 
children build confidence and a 
sense of control. At the same time, 
storytelling and group murals 
allow them to turn challenges into 
shared narratives of strength. 

Storytelling through art helps 
children regain a sense of nor-
malcy by turning difficult expe-
riences into manageable narra-
tives. Instead of relying on 
words, they use images and 
symbols to take ownership of 

their stories, restoring coherence 
and stability. Imagination allows 
them to rehearse solutions and 
embody strength, while attentive 
listening from adults reassures 
them that their inner world is 
valued and connected to the 
wider community. 

“Consistent creative rituals, 
such as weekly reflection journals 
or shared art circles, provide pre-
dictability and emotional safety,” 
Al Aji says. “Normalcy is not about 
returning to what it was, but 
about discovering that you can 
still play, imagine, create, and be 
understood despite what has 
happened.”

Al Aji says that collaborative 
art projects extend healing to the 
community level. They create 
shared spaces of belonging where 
differences are held with care 
rather than tension. Working side 
by side on murals, sculptures, or 
performances restores trust and 
fosters cooperation. 

Importantly, collaborative 
art disrupts rigid hierarchies: 
children are not defined by lan-
guage ability, background, or 
trauma history, but by creative 

contribution. Displaying shared 
artworks in schools or public 
spaces affirms collective pride 
and visibility, strengthening 
bonds between children, car-
egivers, educators, and the 
wider community. 

“In my practice, I have seen 
how collaborative art does more 
than bring children together for 
an activity – it helps them feel 
what community is again,” says 
Al-Aji. “Not as an abstract idea, but 
as a shared rhythm, a shared cre-
ation, and a shared sense of ‘we’.”

Integrating healing art prac-
tices into daily routines does not 
require special materials or 
artistic skill, but rather intention 
and consistency. Parents and 
educators can embed small cre-
ative practices into existing rou-
tines, such as beginning the day 
with a color check-in or ending 
with a reflective drawing. 
Accessible art spaces—a basket 
of crayons, clay, or recycled 
materials—communicate per-
mission for expression. 

Adults support healing best 
when they act as attentive wit-
nesses rather than judges, simply 

noticing and affirming children’s 
creative choices. Art can be 
woven into calming routines, 
from drawing to music or making 
big gestures on large paper, and 
group practices such as collabo-
rative journals help normalise 
expression. What matters most is 
consistency: even a few minutes 
of regular art making can build 
resilience and emotional safety. 

As Al Aji says: “Integrating 
healing art is not about teaching 
children how to make art – it is 
about using art to build trust, 
resilience, and relationship within 
the rhythm of everyday life.”

Art, whether through per-
sonal expression, storytelling, 
or collective creation, becomes 
more than creativity – it 
becomes a source of healing and 
belonging. In times of emotional 
pressure, it restores a sense of 
control, nurtures hope, and 
shows children and commu-
nities that they can imagine, 
rebuild, and thrive together.

“Hope grows when people 
see themselves not only as sur-
vivors of hardship, but as active 
meaning makers,” Al Aji says. 

Ameera Al Aji

Qatar National Library welcomes 4,773 visitors at Doha International Book Fair
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Qatar National Library 
brought knowledge, heritage, 
and innovation to the 35th 
Doha International Book Fair, 
welcoming 4773 visitors over 
ten days at the Doha Exhibition 
and Convention Center (DECC) 
from May 14 to 23, 2026.

As one of the Arab world’s 
leading literary platforms, the 
fair offered the Library a vital 
opportunity to engage the com-
munity and introduce its per-
sonalised resources to new 
audiences.

This year marked the public 
debut of the #Library4You 
campaign, positioning the 
Library as a personal partner 
in every member’s learning 

journey and demonstrating its 
dynamic role as a modern 
national institution. The 
Library’s interactive booth 
engaged visitors in immersive 
experiences that connected 
them to its diverse collections, 
services,  and cultural 
initiatives.

Visitor turnout remained 
strong throughout the event. 
The “Scan to Play: Qatar’s 
Story” game on the Library’s 
mobile app extended 
engagement beyond the 
physical booth: through a QR 
code-based challenge and prize 
draw, the interactive game gen-
erated 1100 app downloads.

The booth’s programming 
was designed to appeal to a 
wide audience. Families 

discovered the “Ready for 
School” initiative through 
“Dream Big, The Hero is You,” 
allowing children to create 

personalised digital stories. 
Students and adults engaged 
with the AI-powered “Literary 
Twin,” an immersive Ibn 

Battuta heritage journey, and 
a rare Aerial Photography Col-
lection documenting decades 
of Doha’s transformation.

Prospective members 
explored the “Free Knowledge 
Shopping Spree,” while a 360-
degree virtual tour offered 
many visitors their first glimpse 
inside the Library’s iconic 

building. Scheduled appear-
ances by Ramlly, the Library’s 
beloved mascot, added warmth 
and energy to the atmosphere 
throughout.

“The Doha International 
Book Fair is a cornerstone of 
Qatar’s cultural calendar, and 
this year demonstrated our 
community’s strong appetite 
for knowledge, heritage, and 
discovery,” said Event Spe-
cialist, Qatar National Library, 
Fatma Al Mannai. “Seeing fam-
ilies, students, and researchers 
engage with such enthusiasm 
was deeply encouraging. 

Every interaction reflected 
what the Library stands for: a 
welcoming, inclusive space 
where knowledge is accessible 
to all.” 

Qatar National Library booth at the Doha International Book Fair.

As one of the Arab 
world’s leading literary 
platforms, the fair 
offered the Library a vital 
opportunity to engage the 
community and introduce 
its personalised resources 
to new audiences.

Qatar Falconry Association strengthens ties at Istanbul Traditional Sports Festival
THE PENINSULA

Doha: The Qatari Falconry 
Association has concluded a 
successful participation in the 
8th Traditional Sports Festival 
in Istanbul, reinforcing Qatar’s 
role in preserving and 
promoting falconry heritage 
while strengthening cultural ties 
with participating nations.

The four-day festival, 
organised by the World Feder-
ation of Traditional Sports 
recently under the slogan “The 
World is Here,” brought 
together delegations from 
several countries to showcase 
traditional sports, arts and cul-
tural practices in a vibrant fam-
ily-oriented setting.

The Qatari delegation was 
headed by Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Qatari 
Falconry Association and 
member of the federation’s 
board, Ali bin Khatem Al Mah-
shadi, accompanied by Vice 
President Mohammed bin Abdul 
Latif Al Musnad and Secretary 
Zayed Al-Ali Al-Maadeed.

The festival witnessed sig-
nificant public turnout, with vis-
itors exploring a wide variety 
of traditional activities including 
archery, wrestling, horseback 
riding, horseback falconry, 
Saluki dog demonstrations, 
martial arts, acrobatics, theatre 
performances, traditional hand-
icrafts and culinary arts.

Interactive zones also 
enabled visitors of all age 

groups to experience traditional 
sports firsthand, reflecting the 
event’s emphasis on cultural 
learning and heritage 
engagement.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the festival, Al-Mahshadi said 
the participation offered an 
important platform for 
engagement with senior offi-
cials, dignitaries and interna-
tional visitors, including Sayed 
Nayef bin Jassim Al-Abd Al-
Jabbar, as well as Turkish min-
isters and officials.

He noted that the Qatari 
Falconry Association held 
several meetings with partici-
pating delegations, including 
representatives of Turkish fal-
conry institutions and new fed-
eration members, in a move 
aimed at enhancing cooperation 
and exchanging expertise.

A l - M a h s h a d i  s a i d 

discussions highlighted the 
association’s efforts to preserve 
falconry as a cultural and edu-
cational heritage at both local 
and international levels. The 
meetings also showcased 
Qatar’s experience in building 
partnerships with friendly 
organisations and its com-
mitment to nurturing young 
talent through competitions and 
initiatives dedicated to 
emerging falconers.

He stressed that partici-
pation in such international 
gatherings provides an oppor-
tunity to deepen people-to-
people ties, particularly 
between Qatar and Turkey, 
while also fostering closer rela-
tions with countries from 
Central Asia.

According to Al-Mahshadi, 
the Qatari experience received 
positive feedback from 

participants, who commended 
the association’s scientific and 
cultural initiatives. These 
include Qatar’s organisation of 
conferences dedicated to fal-
conry and veterinary medicine, 
research efforts such as the 
falcon genes project, and pro-
grammes focused on reintro-
ducing falcons into the wild and 
promoting the role of falconers 
in conservation.

As part of the closing cer-
emony, Al-Mahshadi partici-
pated in honouring winners of 
festival competitions, including 
the Russian delegation.

The festival was inaugu-
rated by Bilal Erdogan, who 
described the gathering as a 
“family meeting” that tran-
scends differences in geography 
and language through shared 
values and cultural memory.

He highlighted the festival’s 
strong focus on youth 
engagement, noting that edu-
cational workshops, heritage 
activities and recreational pro-
grammes were designed to 
strengthen children’s con-
nection to culture and identity.

The opening ceremony also 
featured remarks by senior 
Turkish officials, including min-
isters responsible for health, 
culture, tourism, youth and 
sports, alongside Istanbul’s gov-
ernor, underscoring the event’s 
growing international signifi-
cance as a platform celebrating 
traditional sports, heritage and 
intercultural dialogue.

Officials during the event.

Brisa by Praia opens at 
Waldorf Astoria Doha Lusail

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Waldorf Astoria Doha 
Lusail announces the opening 
of Brisa by Praia, a new beach-
front restaurant located on the 
hotel’s private shoreline. 
Inspired by Mediterranean 
coastal destinations including 
Ibiza, the Côte d’Azur and the 
Greek islands, the concept 
brings together all-day dining, 
beachfront lounging and 
music-led ambience within a 
contemporary setting over-
looking the Arabian Gulf. 
Designed as a refined yet 
relaxed seaside destination, 
Brisa by Praia reinterprets 
Riviera-style living through an 
experience adapted to Doha’s 
coastline.

The restaurant features 
outdoor seating areas and 

uninterrupted sea views, cre-
ating a setting intended to tran-
sition seamlessly from daytime 
lunches  to  evening 
gatherings.

The interiors combine 
natural textures and contem-
porary finishes, with sus-
tainably sourced bamboo used 
throughout the space alongside 
woven lighting, rattan detailing 
and earthy materials. A palette 
of deep blue, sand, terracotta 
and ivory tones reinforces the 
Mediterranean-inspired aes-
thetic, while bar seating and 
lounge areas contribute to a 
more social atmosphere.

Open daily for lunch and 
dinner, Brisa by Praia’s culinary 
offering focuses on Mediter-
ranean cuisine with an emphasis 
on seafood, grilled specialities 
and sharing-style dishes. 

Birla Public School team wins silver 
at Destination Imagination 2025–26
The Peninsula

Doha: The students of Birla Public School 
brought laurels to the school by securing 
the Silver Medal in the Improvisational 
Challenge at the prestigious Destination 
Imagination 2025–26 competition.

Destination Imagination is an educa-
tional programme organised by the Al Faisal 
Without Borders Foundation in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education. The programme aims to 
foster creativity, innovation, teamwork, and 
community partnership among students 
through hands-on and collaborative 
learning experiences. The challenges pre-
sented to students include technical, scien-
tific, fine arts, improvisation, and early 

learning categories, encouraging partici-
pants to become lifelong problem solvers 
and innovative thinkers.

This academic year, eight teams from 
Birla Public School, ranging from Kinder-
garten to Grade 9, participated enthusias-
tically in the competition. The school’s 
Middle School team excelled in the Improv-
isational Challenge and secured Silver Medal 
at the competition held on 6 February 2026 
at Qatar University.

The closing ceremony of Destination 
Imagination was held on May 21, 2026 at 
Qatar National Convention Centre, where 
the winning teams were honoured for their 
outstanding achievements.

The proud winners from Birla Public 
School are Joachim Sanish, Nehara Vinod 

Nair, Mukund Anuj Kumar, Aaron Joy 
Miracle, Hanaa Hussain Syed, Chaitanya 
Mishra, and Saanvi Tsaliki. Their remarkable 
achievement reflects the school’s com-
mitment to nurturing creativity, collabo-

ration, and innovation among students.
The school management and the senior 

leadership team congratulates the students 
and mentors for their dedication and com-
mendable performance.

Birla Public School Principal Dr. Anand R. Nair, vice principals, and teachers with the 
winning students.

Supreme Judiciary 
Council auction 
raises over QR 26m
THE PENINSULA

DOHA:  The Supreme Judi-
ciary Council said it generated 
over QR 26m from more than 
2,200 bids in a single-day 
auction on May 24. 

In a post on X, the council 
said the Department of 
Judicial Evacuations and Auc-
tions conducted a number of 
auctions on May 24, 2026, 
yielding a total of QR 
26,083,814, across 1,162 cases, 
with a total of 2,265 bids.

Three real estate prop-
erties were auctioned for QR 
23,664,264.
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Pilgrims pray on Mount  
Arafat as Hajj reaches peak
Mount Arafat, Saudi 
Arabia: Huge numbers of 
Muslims prayed on Mount 
Arafat yesterday at the climax 
of the Hajj pilgrimage, defying 
searing temperatures under the 
desert sun as they fulfilled a 
lifelong dream.

From daybreak, thousands 
of white-robed worshippers 
recited Quranic verses on the 
70-metre rocky hill near 
Makkah, where the Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH) is believed 
to have delivered his last 
sermon. Volunteers handed out 
bottles of water, parasols and 
food packages to the tens of 
thousands of pilgrims as they 
made their way toward Mount 
Arafat, as helicopters buzzed 
overhead regularly.

“It is an indescribable 
feeling,” said Ahmed Abu 
Al-Ezz, a 35-year-old Egyptian 
engineer, as he approached 
Mount Arafat for the first time.

More than 1.5 million people 
have joined the hajj this year.

More than 30,000 Iranians 
have made the journey, about 
a third of the 86,000 originally 
expected. Iran’s IRNA state news 
agency said the “wartime situ-
ation” explained the drop.

Despite the war, Saudi offi-
cials said over the weekend that 
more pilgrims had travelled 
from abroad this year than in 
2025. The hajj, one of the five 
pillars of Islam, must be per-
formed at least once by all 
Muslims with the means to do 
so. With temperatures hitting 44 
degrees in Makkah in recent 
days, Saudi authorities have 
urged pilgrims to drink plenty 
of water and protect themselves 
from the sun during the mostly 
outdoor rituals, which can take 
five days or more to complete.

Since men are prohibited 
from wearing hats during hajj, 
many carry umbrellas to try to 

keep the blistering sun at bay.
Saudi authorities have intro-

duced a range of heat-miti-
gation measures including more 
shaded areas and thousands of 
extra health workers.

More than 50,000 
healthcare staff and 3,000 
ambulances were deployed to 
help pilgrims in need, the Saudi 
health ministry said.

After Mount Arafat, pilgrims 

will spend the night in Muz-
dalifah, where they will collect 
pebbles for the symbolic 
“stoning of the devil” ritual in 
Mina,  start ing today  
(Wednesday). — AFP

Medical check up went 'perfectly': Trump
Bethesda, United States: 
Donald Trump said an annual 
medical check-up had gone 
"perfectly" yesterday, as the 
health of the oldest US pres-
ident ever to take the oath faces 
growing scrutiny with the 
approach of his 80th birthday.

It was Trump's third 
medical examination since 
returning to office last year and 
follows mounting speculation 
about issues including bruising 
on his hands and apparent 
sleepiness during meetings.

"Everything checked out 
PERFECTLY," Trump posted on 

his Truth Social network as he 
drove back to the White House 
from the Walter Reed Military 
Hospital near Washington.

But Trump has long been 
accused of a lack of trans-
parency about his health — and 
the chronology of his various 
check-ups during his second 
term has added to the con-
fusion. He referred to yester-
day's check up as a "six-month 
physical," despite the White 
House billing it as an annual 
dental and medical exami-
nation when it announced it 
earlier this month. Trump's last 

scheduled annual check up was 
in April 2025. But it was fol-
lowed by an unannounced hos-
pital visit that October, which 
the White House then also 
described as an annual physical.

The Republican billionaire's 
claims about his health are all 
the more subject to scrutiny 
given his repeated boasts about 
his mental and physical vigor 
compared to Democratic pred-
ecessor Joe Biden. Trump turns 
80 on June 14. "I feel the same 
as I did 50 years ago," Trump 
said earlier this month. 
— AFP

US says it struck 
missile launch sites 
in southern Iran
Washington: The United 
States said early yesterday it 
carried out strikes on missile 
launch sites in southern Iran 
and boats it accused of 
attempting to lay mines, in 
what it described as defensive 
action. US Central Command 
spokesperson Tim Hawkins 
said in a statement that 
American forces conducted 
“defensive strikes in southern 
Iran to protect our forces 
from threats posed by Iranian 
forces.” He did not provide 
further details, saying only 
that the targets included 
missile launch sites and 
vessels allegedly involved in 
mine-laying activity.

In related remarks, US 
Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said a potential 
agreement with Iran remains 
possible, noting ongoing dis-
cussions over key elements 
of an initial draft. — QNA

Gaza health officials say seven people killed in Israeli airstrikes
Gaza:  Gaza health officials said 
Israeli airstrikes killed at least 
seven people yesterday, 
including five in one attack, in 
the latest violence to hit the 
Palestinian territory despite a 
ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas.

"Five martyrs and several 
wounded were transferred (to 
hospital) after an Israeli air-
strike targeted a group of 

citizens in eastern Al-Maghazi," 
the civil defence agency said.

Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital 
and a Palestinian security 
source confirmed the incident 
and the casualties.

A witness told AFP that a 
group of armed men entered the 
Al-Maghazi refugee camp and 
broke into a house yesterday  
morning.

"Residents in the area 

noticed them and confronted 
them with stones and sticks, at 
which point an Israeli drone 
then fired a missile at the resi-
dents, killing five," he said.

The witness, who declined 
to be named for safety reasons, 
added that the gunmen subse-
quently fled toward the border 
area east of the camp, which is 
under Israeli control.

The Palestinian security 

source from the Gaza interior 
ministry confirmed these 
details.

Nasser hospital in the 
southern city of Khan Yunis 
reported receiving two bodies 
following an Israeli airstrike on 
a vehicle in the city's western 
area.

At least 906 Palestinians 
have been killed since the 
October 10 ceasefire, according 

to Gaza's health ministry, whose 
figures are considered reliable 
by the UN.

The Israeli military says five 
of its soldiers have also been 
killed during the same period.

Media restrictions and 
limited access in Gaza have pre-
vented AFP from independently 
verifying casualty figures or 
freely covering the fighting. 
— AFP

Israeli forces kill  
Palestinian man in 
Jenin refugee camp
Ramallah: Israeli forces 
killed a Palestinian man 
inside the Jenin refugee camp 
in the northern West Bank, 
the Palestinian health 
ministry said yesterday.

“A citizen... was killed by 
Israeli fire in the Jenin camp, 
and ambulance crews trans-
ported his body to Jenin Gov-
ernment Hospital,” the Ram-
allah-based ministry said in 
a statement, without speci-
fying when he was killed.

The director of Jenin’s 
Government Hospital, 
Wissam Baker, identified the 
victim as Nasser Al-Saadi, 
noting that “he arrived dead 
at the hospital after being 
shot in the thigh”.

“It appears he bled 
heavily after being injured 
before an ambulance was 
called to transport him to the 
hospital,” Baker told AFP.

The Palestinian Red 
Crescent had earlier 
announced that Israeli forces 
handed over the body of a 
30-year-old from inside the 
Jenin refugee camp, which is 
adjacent to the city of Jenin.
— AFP

Civil defence workers search through the rubble following an Israeli 
strike in the southern Lebanese area of Al-Hosh yesterday. (AFP)

Strikes hit south Lebanon city as 
Israel expands ground operations
Beirut: Several strikes hit the 
southern Lebanese city of 
Nabatieh yesterday after an 
Israeli evacuation warning.

An AFP correspondent in 
Nabatieh reported airstrikes 
following the warning yes-
terday  and saw plumes of 
smoke rising from various 
locations within the city.

An Israeli military official 
told AFP that troops had begun 
operating beyond the Israel-
announced "Yellow Line" in 
south Lebanon, which runs 

around 10 kilometres deep 
inside Lebanese territory.

Hezbollah said its fighters 
confronted Israeli troops trying 
to advance into a town that 
overlooks Nabatieh city yes-
terday. In eastern Lebanon, the 
health ministry said "yester-
day's Israeli enemy airstrike on 
the town of Mashghara in West 
Bekaa resulted in a preliminary 
toll of 11 martyrs, including two 
girls and a woman, and 15 
wounded, including a child". 
— AFP

Record temperatures as spring heat wave bakes Europe
London: People in western 
Europe turned to fans and foun-
tains as they sweltered through 
a record-breaking heatwave 
yesterday, with temperatures 
set to soar even further.

Hit by a so-called "heat 
dome" of warm air from 
northern Africa that is pushing 
the mercury well above normal 
levels for May, some Europeans 
even admitted they were con-
sidering getting air condi-
tioning, in a region famously 
averse.

People across western 
Europe swarmed beaches, 

braved the streets clutching 
handheld fans and umbrellas to 
fend off the sun, and went for a 
dip or splashed themselves 
wherever they could — 
including Rome's Barcaccia 
fountain and the bubblers in the 
Jardin du Palais Royal in Paris.

The UK reported its hottest-
ever day for May, at 35.1C at 
Kew Gardens, in southwest 
London — breaking a record of 
34.8C set at the same location 
Monday — as a high-pressure 
system trapped warm air over 
western Europe.

In France, which also logged 

its hottest-ever May day 
Monday and then again on 
Tuesday, the weather agency 
said the heatwave could last 
through the week, predicting 
temperatures could go as high 
as 39C in some areas.

Across the Channel, tennis 
fans in Paris baked in temper-
atures of 33C at the French 
Open, with players battling 
through heat that Norway's 
Casper Ruud said left him 
feeling "like a zombie".

Government authorities also 
noted the heat had taken a 
deadly turn.

French authorities on 
Tuesday reported at least seven 
deaths linked to the heatwave 
— five of which were 
drownings, as many people 
sought relief on beaches and in 
the water, even though life-
guard supervision is not due to 
start in many areas until July.

Authorities in Britain said 
four teens had drowned in 
England since Sunday.

A record May temperature 
of 28.8C was recorded at two of 
Ireland's weather stations amid 
the current blast of heat, Met 
Eireann data showed. — AFP

Trump to meet cabinet 
at Camp David on Iran
Washington: US President 
Donald Trump is set to hold 
a rare cabinet meeting at the 
Camp David presidential 
retreat yesterday as Iran talks 
near a critical point, a White 
House official told AFP.

The choice of the 
secluded retreat in the Mar-
yland mountains reflects the 
sensitive nature of discus-
sions. The New York Post 
reported that Iran was set to 
dominate the meeting, which 
was expected to be attended 
by all cabinet members. The 
economy was also on the 
agenda, it said.

Trump said Saturday that 
a deal with Tehran to end the 
Middle East war was close but 
negotiations are still tense, 
with the US leader warning 
that strikes on Iran could 
resume. Camp David has 
been the scene of major 
US-led diplomatic develop-
ments in the past, including 
the 1978 accords between 
Israel and Egypt under Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter and a 
failed 2000 Israeli-Pales-
tinian summit under Bill 
Clinton. Trump has however 
been an infrequent visitor.
— AFP

Russian call for  
diplomats to leave 
Kyiv draws backlash
Moscow: Russia’s call for 
diplomats and foreigners to 
leave Kyiv over the threat of 
fresh strikes drew a sharp 
backlash from Western coun-
tries yesterday. 

Russia announced 
Monday it had started a cam-
paign of “systematic” strikes 
on Kyiv, after battering 
Ukraine with hundreds of 
drones and a hypersonic 
missile over the weekend. It 
said the strikes would target 
the Ukrainian capital’s 
“decision-making centres” 
and urged foreign citizens 
and diplomats “to leave the 
city as soon as possible”, as 
well as for Kyiv residents to 
avoid public buildings. 

Ukraine encouraged its 
allies to ignore the warning, 
while several Western diplo-
matic missions announced 
they had no plans to evacuate 
their staff.

Almost 50 countries con-
demned what they said were 
threats by Russia against 
embassies in Ukraine in a 
joint statement at the United 
Nations yesterday. — AFP

Four dead after train hits school bus in Belgium

Belgium: A train yesterday hit a school minibus killing four 
people, including two children in a “horrific accident” in northern 
Belgium, authorities said.

The children aged 15 and 12, were killed by the impact 
alongside the 49-year-old driver and a 27-year-old supervisor, 
according to Lisa De Wilde, a spokeswoman for the prosecutor’s 
office. The other five schoolchildren on the bus were injured in 
the crash at a railway crossing in Buggenhout, a Dutch-speaking 
municipality about 25 kilometres (15 miles) northwest of Brussels.

“A tragic collision between a train and a school bus took place 
in Buggenhout this morning. Four people have been killed, 
including two children,” Belgium’s deputy prime minister Maxime 
Prevot wrote on X. — AFP

Putin to raise Armenia’s EU ambitions at summit

Moscow: Russian President Vladimir Putin will travel to Kaza-
khstan today for a three-day visit, during which he is expected 
to address Armenia’s EU membership bid — a move Moscow has 
openly criticised.

Last year, Yerevan passed a law formally declaring its intention 
to seek EU membership, though it has yet to submit a formal 
application. Armenia still hosts a Russian military base on its ter-
ritory. Speaking at a press briefing attended by AFP, Kremlin 
foreign policy adviser Yuri Ushakov said Putin would raise Yer-
evan’s EU aspirations at an upcoming Eurasian Economic Union 
summit — a Russia-led economic bloc of former Soviet states 
that includes Armenia. AFP

“Putin has repeatedly stressed that it is impossible to belong 
to two associations simultaneously. It simply will not work,” 
Ushakov said. — AFP

Malfunctioning drones crash into Sydney water

Sydney: A show featuring dozens of drones in dazzling displays 
above Sydney’s Darling Harbour has been called off, organisers 
said yesterday, after the flying gadgets malfunctioned and fell 
into the water.

Vivid Sydney takes place every year and features drones, fire-
works and art shows across the Australian city’s central business 
district. But a nightly drone show went terribly wrong on Monday 
evening as the airborne objects glitched out and plunged into the 
harbour.

SkyMagic — the company behind the drone performance — 
blamed a change in radio frequency for the disaster that saw 89 
of the devices fall into Cockle Bay. — AFP

Senegal parliament elects ousted PM as speaker

Dakar: Senegal’s National Assembly elected ousted prime 
minister Ousmane Sonko as its speaker yesterday, in a move 
which could challenge the president’s ability to govern as he navi-
gates a massive debt crisis.

President Bassirou Diomaye Faye dramatically fired Sonko, 
his former mentor, and dismissed the cabinet four days ago after 
months of tension and growing disagreement including over the 
troubled economy. But yesterday, lawmakers rebuffed the pres-
ident by overwhelmingly backing Sonko — the sole candidate — 
for the powerful position of speaker.

Sonko remains the undisputed leader of Pastef, the party he 
founded in 2014 and which controls 130 of the 165 seats in Sen-
egal’s only legislative body. — AFP

Director of Venezuela ‘torture’ prison fired

Barinas, Venezuela: An uprising by prisoners alleging torture 
continued Monday at a Venezuelan penitentiary, despite the firing 
of the prison director accused of ordering the abuse.

Hundreds of inmates chanting “no more torture” took control 
of Barinas Judicial Detention Center, a center for common-law 
prisoners, in western Venezuela on Sunday. They also burned 
mattresses and sheets. On Monday, a group of prisoners remained 
huddled on the roof as mediators attempted to talk them down.

Dozens of inmates were bused out to other facilities, including 
over 100 women, according to the Venezuelan Prison Observ-
atory (OVP), a human rights NGO. — AFP

Muslims gather near Saudi Arabia’s Mount Arafat during the Hajj pilgrimage yesterday. (AFP)
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