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Prime Minister, members of United States Senate
Committee on Foreign Relation review strategic relations

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani met in
Washington yesterday with members of the United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. The meeting
discussed close strategic relations between the State of Qatar and the United States of America and ways to
support and develop them. It also discussed a number of topics of common concern.

Training premises of UNODC Regional
Centre for Combating Cybercrime opens

DOHA: Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, H E Dr.
Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi and
Acting Executive Director of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), John Brandolino, officially
inaugurated the new training premises
of the UNODC Regional Center for
Combating Cybercrime in Doha
yesterday.

The centre is located at the new
headquarters of the Diplomatic Institute
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Lusail.

The opening ceremony was attended
by Director of the International Organ-
isations Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, H E Sheikha Hanouf bint
Abdulrahman Al-Thani, and Director of
UNODC Doha Centre, Mustafa Artin,
alongside a variety of officials.

Speaking at the inauguration cer-
emony, Al Hammadi stressed that the
State of Qatar gives foremost priority to
fostering partnerships with UN organi-
sations, stemming from its unflagging
commitment to backing global efforts
aimed at achieving criminal justice and

The State of Qatar gives
Joremost priority to fostering
partnerships with UN
organisations, stemming from
its unflagging commitment to
backing global efforts aimed at
achieving criminal justice and
combating all kinds of cyber
crimes.

combating all kinds of cyber crimes.

He asserted that the centre repre-
sents a substantial enhancement to
upgrade global capabilities in this
domain. Mustafa Artin emphasised that
he is grateful for the support Qatar is
providing to establish and operate this
centre, stressing the importance of this
move following the ratification of the
United Nations Convention against
Cybercrime, which was signed in Hanoi,
Vietnam, last October.

He pointed out that Qatar was
among the first countries to sign the
Convention. — QNA=> P10

Interior Minister and Interpol Secretary-General
discuss ways to strengthen security cooperation

DOHA: Minister of Interior and

Commander of the Internal
Security Force and Chairman of
the Security Committee
H E Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad
bin Khalifa Al-Thani met with
Secretary General of the Inter-
national Criminal Police Organ-
ization (Interpol) H E Valdecy
Urquiza.

During the meeting, the two
sides discussed ways to
strengthen international security
cooperation and exchange
expertise in combating organised
crime and transnational crimes,

in addition to exploring mecha-
nisms to further enhance joint
coordination.

The meeting also witnessed
the signing of a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) to
extend the STADIA Project,
which was established within
Interpol in 2012 with funding
and support from Qatar.

The project aims to assist
countries seeking to host major
sporting events, strengthen
police capabilities, transfer
expertise and technology to
Interpol member states, and

promote best security prac-
tices in organising and
securing large-scale sporting
events.

The agreement was signed
on behalf of the Security Com-
mittee by Brigadier Jassim Al
Buhashim Al Sayed, Secretary
to the Minister of Interior for
Coordination and Follow-up
and Member and Secretary of
the Security Committee, and on
behalf of Interpol by H E
Valdecy Urquiza, Secretary
General of the Organisation.

Minister of Interior and Commander of the Internal Security Force and Chairman of the Security
Committee H E Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani witnessing signing of a memorandum

—QNA

of understanding.

Work underway to set up 40 new schools of global standard by 2030

SANAULLAH ATAULLAH
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Ministry of
Education and Higher Education
has said that implementation is
underway to strengthen Qatar’s
education system, with ongoing
construction and development
set to deliver more than 40 new
schools of high global standards
by 2030.

Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Education and Higher
Education H E Dr. Ibrahim Al
Nuaimi has outlined Qatar’s
comprehensive strategy to
strengthen the national edu-
cation system through modern
infrastructure, qualified
teachers, flexible academic
planning and expanded schol-
arship opportunities in line with
the country’s long-term vision
up to 2030.

Speaking to Qatar TV
recently, Dr. Al Nuaimi stressed
that modern school infra-
structure remains a cornerstone

@ Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education H E Dr. Ibrahim Al Nuaimi has
outlined Qatar’s comprehensive strategy to
strengthen the national education system
through modern infrastructure, qualified
teachers, flexible academic planning and
expanded scholarship opportunities, in line with
the country’s long-term vision up to 2030.

@ Modern school infrastructure remains a
cornerstone of the ministry’s development plans.

of the ministry’s development
plans. He noted that a national
plan launched three years ago
has already delivered tangible
results. The first phase saw the
completion of around 10 new
schools, followed by a second
phase that added eight more. In
the upcoming academic term,
four additional schools are set
to be handed over, while the
third phase will include approx-
imately 14 schools.

“From now until 2030, we
expect to have more than 40

modern schools equipped with
advanced infrastructure that
meets the needs of today’s stu-
dents,” he said. These facilities
are designed to provide an inte-
grated learning environment
that supports students, teachers
and school leadership, while
keeping pace with global edu-
cational standards.

Beyond infrastructure, Dr.
Al Nuaimi emphasised that
student preparation, teacher
development and effective com-
munication with parents are

equally vital. He highlighted the
importance of national digital
learning platforms, describing
them as a key tool in linking
parents with schools and stu-
dents. “These platforms
strengthen partnership with
families and ensure that parents
are actively engaged in their
children’s educational journey,”
he explained.

Addressing key educational
policies, Dr. Al Nuaimi pointed
to significant progress in
attracting Qatari male students
to the teaching profession. The
number of Qatari male students
enrolled in colleges of education
has increased to around 150, a
milestone the ministry considers
amajor achievement. “Our goal
is to prepare these students to
become future teachers and aca-
demic staff in our schools,” he
said, expressing hope that the
number will continue to rise.

He also encouraged sec-
ondary school students to view
teaching as a profession of

national importance. “Education
is a foundational pillar upon
which many of the country’s
future needs are built,” he noted.
In addition, the ministry con-
tinues to run empowerment and
qualification programmes for
graduates from other disciplines
and universities abroad,
ensuring they meet Qatar’s edu-
cational standards before joining
the national school system.

Dr. Al Nuaimi also shed light
on the new academic calendar
for schools covering the years
2025-2028. Introduced three
years ago and continuously eval-
uated, the calendar aims to
balance academic requirements
with social and cultural
considerations.

It carefully schedules exam-
inations and holidays in a way
that aligns with Qatari society,
taking into account the holy
month of Ramadan, Eid Al Fitr
and Eid Al Adha, while ensuring
that instructional hours for stu-
dents are not affected. =»P12

Belgium lauds Qatar’s leadership as COSPII

!! COSP11 comes at a critical
moment, more than two decades

advances anti-corruption cooperation

JOEL JOHNSON
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar’s commitment to trans-
parency, multilateralism and the global
fight against corruption was praised by
a Belgium delegate at the Eleventh
Session of the Conference of the States
Parties to the United Nations Convention
against Corruption (COSP11) currently
under way in Doha.

In an interview with The Peninsula,
Ambassador and Permanent Represent-
ative of Belgium to the United Nations and
International Organisations in Vienna, H
E Caroline Vermeulen, commended Qatar
for hosting the conference for the second
time, describing it as a “clear sign” of the
country’s dedication to strengthening
international cooperation against
corruption.

She noted that the country has
emerged as an active and constructive

player on the multilateral stage, contrib-
uting not only to anti-corruption efforts
but also to broader initiatives in medi-
ation and global diplomacy.
Ambassador Vermeulen said,
“COSP11 comes at a critical moment,
more than two decades after the signing
of the United Nations Convention against
Corruption, providing an opportunity for
countries to assess progress and identify
ways to enhance the global response.”
She stressed that corruption and
organised crime do not stop at national
borders and remain major sources of
instability and conflict, making forums
such as COSP11 essential for fostering
cooperation among States Parties.
Belgium is participating in the con-
ference with a strong and diverse dele-
gation, reflecting the priority its gov-
ernment places on good governance and
anti-corruption. According to the Ambas-
sador, Belgian experts attending the

meeting cover the full spectrum of anti-
corruption work, from prevention to law
enforcement, underscoring the need for
comprehensive and coordinated
approaches.

“Robust anti-corruption systems are
a prerequisite for effective international
cooperation, while international coop-
eration itself is essential to combating
corruption successfully,” she said.

“Belgium signed the Convention in
2003 and has since been a strong
advocate for closer collaboration and for
creating synergies among national,

after the signing of the United
Nations Convention against
Corruption, providing an
opportunity for countries to assess
progress and identify ways to
enhance the global response.”

H E Caroline Vermeulen

regional and international anti-corruption
instruments, including those within the
European Union and the OECD.”

The Ambassador also highlighted the
crucial role of the private sector, saying
businesses bear significant responsibility
for promoting integrity through ethical
leadership, compliance and transparency
in supply chains. She pointed to initiatives
in Doha that bring together public officials
and private companies to exchange best
practices and explore joint solutions, noting
that a level playing field is vital for sus-
tainable development. = P10

Amiri Diwan
announces
December 18 as
official holiday

DOHA: On the occasion of
Qatar National Day, observed
annually on December 18, the
Amiri Diwan has announced
that tomorrow (Thursday,
December 18, 2025) will be
official holiday. Employees
will resume work on
Sunday, December 21, 2025.
— QNA

Qatar condemns
approval of 19
new settlements
in West Bank

DOHA: The State of Qatar
condemned the Israeli occu-
pation government’s approval
of the establishment of 19
settlements in the occupied
West Bank, considering it a
flagrant violation of interna-
tional legitimacy resolutions,
particularly UN Security
Council Resolution 2334, and
a blatant assault on the rights
of the Palestinian people.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs stressed the importance
of the international community
fulfilling its legal and moral
responsibilities by compelling
Israel to halt its settlement
policy in the occupied Pales-
tinian territories.

The Ministry reaffirmed
the State of Qatar’s firm and
unwavering position in sup-
porting the Palestinian cause
and the steadfastness of the
Palestinian people, based on
international legitimacy res-
olutions and the two-state
solution, in a manner that
ensures the establishment of
an independent Palestinian
state on the 1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as its
capital. — QNA
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EDITORIAL

A celebration of unity and heritage

QATAR National Day stands as a powerful reminder
of the country’s journey from its historic foundations
to its present position as a confident, forward-looking
nation. Observed annually on December 18, the day
celebrates the values that have shaped Qatari society:
unity, loyalty, resilience and a deep sense of belonging.
It is both a moment of reflection on the past and an
affirmation of collective responsibility for the future.

At the heart of the celebrations lies Darb Al Saai,
a space that has become synonymous with Qatar
National Day. More than a festival venue, Darb Al
Saai functions as a living narrative of the nation’s
story, where heritage, culture and contemporary
aspirations converge. Each year, families from
diverse backgrounds gather there, drawn by an
atmosphere that blends pride with warmth and
inclusivity.

The festivities at Darb Al Saai are rooted in the
traditions of Qatari life. Heritage villages, traditional
crafts, falconry displays and performances of folk
arts bring to life the rhythms of the past, allowing
_younger generations to experience customs that once
defined daily life. Storytelling sessions, poetry recitals
and historical exhibits offer insight into the values
of courage, generosity and perseverance that guided
earlier generations. Through these experiences,
history is not presented as something distant, but as
a living influence that continues to shape national char-
acter. The celebrations underscore the idea that pre-
serving identity and embracing progress are not
opposing paths, but complementary ones. This balance
mirrors the broader national vision, which places people
at the centre of development while remaining firmly
anchored in cultural authenticity.

Qatar National Day also carries deep symbolic
significance beyond the festivities. It reinforces the
bond between leadership and people, emphasising
shared responsibility in building and sustaining the
nation. The National Day slogan for this year, “With
You It Rises, From You It Awaits”, conveys a message
of collective effort, reminding citizens and residents
alike that the country’s progress is shaped by the
dedication, integrity and contributions of its people.
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Speaker of the Shura Council H E Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim meeting with Speaker of
the Parliament of the Republic of Ghana H E Alban Sumana Kingsford Bagbin yesterday.

Qatar, Ghana discuss parliamentary cooperation

DOHA: Speaker of the Shura
Council H E Hassan bin
Abdullah Al Ghanim met
yesterday with Speaker of
the Parliament of the
Republic of Ghana H E Alban
Sumana Kingsford Bagbin,
who is currently visiting the
country.

At the outset of the
meeting, the Speaker of the
Shura Council welcomed his
Ghanaian counterpart,
underscoring the depth of
parliamentary relations
between the two countries
and affirming the Shura

Council’s keenness to further
strengthen cooperation and
coordination in various par-
liamentary forums.

The meeting reviewed
bilateral parliamentary rela-
tions and explored ways to
enhance them in support of
the shared interests and aspi-
rations of the two friendly
peoples, while reinforcing
consultation and coordi-
nation at the regional and
international levels. The two
sides also exchanged views
on a number of issues of
mutual interest.

The Speaker of the Shura
Council also met separately
yesterday with Ambassador
of Iraq H E Mohammed
Jaafar Al Sadr, Ambassador
of Indonesia H E Ridwan
Hassan, and Ambassador of
the Republic of Kazakhstan
H E Arman Issagaliyev.

The meetings discussed
bilateral relations between
Qatar and each of Iraq, Indo-
nesia, and Kazakhstan, and
explored ways to enhance
them, particularly in areas
related to parliamentary
cooperation. — QNA

Amir sends condolences

to King of Morocco

DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani, and Deputy Amir H H Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Thani sent cables of
condolences to H M King Mohammed VI of
the Kingdom of Morocco over the victims of
the floods that struck the city of Safi, wishing
the injured a swift recovery. Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al-Thani also sent a cable of condolences to
Prime Minister of Morocco H E Aziz Akhan-
nouch over the victims of the floods, wishing
the injured a swift recovery. — QNA

Amir congratulates
President-elect of Chile

DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani sent a cable of congratulations to
H E Jose Antonio Kast on his victory in the
presidential elections in the Republic of Chile,
wishing him success and bilateral relations,
further progress and prosperity. Deputy Amir
H H Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Thani,
and Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani also sent cables
of congratulations to H E Jose Antonio Kast
on his victory. — QNA

Prime Minister congratulates
Saint Lucia counterpart

DOHA: Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani sent a cable of
congratulations to H E Philip Joseph Pierre on
the occasion of his swearing-in as Prime
Minister of Saint Lucia, wishing him success
in his duties and further progress and pros-
perity in the relations between the two coun-
tries. — QNA

Council of Ministers Secretariat General celebrates National Day

DOHA: The Council of Ministers
Secretariat General celebrated
Qatar National Day during an
event held yesterday for this
auspicious occasion, through
which the true meanings of
loyalty, patriotism, and pride
were embodied and deeply
ingrained in the spirit of the

people of Qatar. Minister of
Justice and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs H E Ibrahim bin
Ali Al Mohannadi and Cabinet
Secretary-General H E Hamad
bin Ahmed Al Muhannadi,
alongside a host of high-ranking
officials of the Secretariat
General and its functionaries,

attended the event. Punctuated
by national songs, the event
featured a “Fareej” heritage
inspired by Qatar’s cultural and
folk legacy. The participants
recalled the legacies of Founder
Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed
bin Thani and his role in laying
the enduring foundations of the

modern nation. They expressed
their pride in the meritorious
milestones the nation has
achieved through the path of
comprehensive progress the
State of Qatar is witnessing
under the sage leadership of
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani. — QNA
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National Day embodies values of patriotism: Minister of Environment

DOHA: The National Day of
Qatar stands as an enduring
national milestone in which the
legacy of the Founder, Sheikh
Jassim bin Mohammed bin
Thani, who laid the powerful,
sovereign foundations of the
nation that underpin the prin-
ciples of honour, dignity, and
independence, Minister of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change H
E Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin
Turki Al Subaie has said.

Al Subaie added that the
National Day embodies the
values of belonging and pride
in the Qatari identity, deep-
rooted in time-honoured her-
itage and loyalty, demonstrating
the path of building and devel-
opment led by Amir H H Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani
within Qatar National Vision
2030, which has made sus-
tainable development a core
pillar for progress in a variety
of sectors.

This day represents a
national occasion to deepen

values of patriotism and loyalty
to the nation and leadership, as
well as an opportunity to reflect
on the comprehensive devel-
opment accomplishments that
have been achieved, he
underlined.

The Minister further noted
that the environmental and cli-
matic resurgence the nation is
witnessing comes as an
extension of this balanced
development approach, which
preserves the deep heritage of
Qatari society and its future
aspirations.

This day is a symbol of the
unity of the Qatari national
fabric that embodies the
sublime meanings of patriotism
and strengthens bonds among
community members, both cit-
izens and residents, united by
their commitment to Qatar and
determination for its
advancement, Al Subaie pointed
out.

He further elucidated that
this occasion offers an

opportunity to promote societal
awareness of the values of
cohesion, interdependence, and
respect for cultural diversity,
and to ensure that these tenets
are inculcated in the emerging
generations.

This occasion marks an
opportunity to renew the
national commitment toward
protecting the environment and
climate action as core pillars for
enduring development and
safeguarding the nation’s
resources for generations to
come, His Excellency pointed
out. The Minister talked about
the key milestones the ministry
has accomplished during 2025,
emphasizing that the tre-
mendous support the sage lead-
ership gives to issues of envi-
ronment and climate has cast
the State of Qatar in an out-
standing position as an active
member in regional and inter-
national organizations con-
cerned with environment and
climate. He explained that the

! This day is a symbol of the unity
of the Qatari national fabric that

embodies the sublime meanings of
patriotism and strengthens bonds
among community members,
both citizens and residents,
united by their commitment to
Qatar and determination for its

advancement.

ministry moved ahead to
execute the National Strategy
for Environment and Climate
Change (2024-2030), which
represents the holistic
framework for environmental
action in the nation, indicating
that 2025 featured paradigm
shifts that underscored the
nation’s commitment to
strengthening sustainability and
achieving equilibrium between
economic development and
environmental protection.

The ministry worked to

advance a comprehensive
National Environmental Moni-
toring Network covering
ambient air and water-quality
monitoring, terrestrial and
marine environment surveil-
lance, as well as noise and envi-
ronmental radiation monitoring,
providing accurate environ-
mental data to support policy
and decision-making, he
highlighted.

The system, the Minister
adds, incorporates early-
warning mechanisms and

advances toward the digital
transformation of environ-
mental services, delivered via
integrated digital platforms.
He pointed out that the
Ministry has made a break-
through in protecting the
natural environment and bio-
diversity through executing
desertification control pro-
grams, developing vegetation
cover, and safeguarding endan-
gered species, in addition to
coral reef and marine habitats
restoration. — QNA

Minister of Justice
meets counterparts
from Iran, Romania

DOHA: Minister of Justice and
Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs H E Ibrahim bin Ali Al
Mohannadi met separately
with Minister of Justice of
Romania H E Radu Mari-
nescu, Minister of Justice of
Iran H E Dr. Amin Hossein
Rahimi, and Policy Advisor
for Anti-Corruption at the
Ministry of Justice and
Security of the Netherlands
H E Carlijn Spijkers, on the
sidelines of the Conference
of the States Parties to the
United Nations Convention
against Corruption in Doha.
— QNA

Qatar shows solidarity
to Morocco over floods

DOHA: Qatar has expressed
its full solidarity with
Morocco in the face of the
devastating floods that struck
the coastal city of Safi,
resulting in deaths and
injuries. In a statement issued
yesterday, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs extended
Qatar’s condolences to the
families of the victims, and
to the government and
people of Morocco, wishing
a swift recovery to those
injured and safe return of
those missing. — QNA

UNDP highlights urgency of turning anti-corruption commitments into action

JOEL JOHNSON
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: As global leaders gather
in Doha for the Eleventh Session
of the Conference of the States
Parties to the United Nations
Convention against Corruption
(COSPI11), the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) has stressed the
growing urgency of translating
international commitments into
tangible results on the ground.

Speaking to The Peninsula
in an interview, Sarah Lister
(pictured), Global Director for
Governance, Rule of Law and
Peacebuilding at UNDP, who
also heads the delegation,
underscored that the UN Con-
vention against Corruption
(UNCAC) remains “the only truly
global, legally binding
framework against corruption,”
with relevance that has only
increased in today’s complex

global landscape.

“Corruption undermines
trust in institutions, weakens
economies, and deepens ine-
quality, especially at a time
when countries are managing
multiple crises, from climate
change to conflict to rapid dig-
italisation,” Lister said. She
noted that COSP11 is significant
because it shifts the focus from
commitments on paper to
implementation in practice,
including how countries
strengthen institutions, prevent
corruption, and cooperate
across borders.

Lister remarked that Qatar’s
hosting of the conference high-
lights the importance of global
dialogue and shared responsi-
bility in addressing what is a
fundamentally transnational
challenge.

She also pointed to the
strong high-level participation
in Doha as a reaffirmation of

multilateralism at a time when
it faces increasing pressure.

Qatar also hosted the third
COSP in 2009, which approved
the terms of reference for the
UNCAC review mechanism, a
process that COSP11 now seeks
to strengthen further in its next
phase.

Explaining why corruption
is a core concern for UNDP,
Lister cited estimates that more
than $2 trillion is stolen, laun-
dered, or hidden each year glo-
bally, draining resources needed
for public services and sus-
tainable development.

“Weak governance systems
lead to a lack of financial
integrity, which in turn drives
mistrust, inequality, and under-
mines development financing,”
she said, noting that an esti-
mated $4 trillion annually is
needed to address the global
development financing gap.

For ordinary people, she

said, corruption often translates
into poorer services, fewer
opportunities, and diminished
trust in public institutions, dis-
proportionately affecting the
most vulnerable.

“That is why anti-corruption
is not just a governance issue, it
is a development issue, a social
justice issue, and ultimately a
human development issue,”
Lister emphasised, outlining
that young people in particular
increasingly view corruption as

a direct threat to their futures.

Lister accentuated that
UNDP’s role in helping coun-
tries turn UNCAC commitments
into real change, noting that the
organisation works in more
than 130 countries to strengthen
public integrity systems,
improve transparency in budg-
eting and service delivery, and
use digital tools to reduce cor-
ruption risks.

UNDP also supports citizen
engagement, parliamentary
oversight, and a strong focus on
prevention.

She highlighted UNDP’s
growing work on data and
measurement, including a
global dashboard analysing mil-
lions of public procurement
contracts to identify corruption
risks. Preliminary findings show
stagnant integrity trends in
many countries, underscoring
the need for better data and
domestic reforms.

Qatar and UNOCT discuss cooperation

DOHA: Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs H E Ambassador Faisal bin Abdullah Al
Hanzab met yesterday with Acting Under-

Judicial code of conduct shores up nation’s judicial
independence, integrity, and impartiality: SJC official

Secretary-General for the United Nations Office
of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) H E Alexandre
Zouev, who is visiting the country. During the
meeting, they discussed cooperation and stra-
tegic partnership between Qatar and the UNOCT,
in addition to issues of common interest. — QINA

DOHA: President of the Judicial
Inspection Authority at the Supreme
Judiciary Council (SJC), H E Judge
Ahmed Al Mansouri, affirmed that
the Judicial Code of Conduct, issued
by SJC in the State of Qatar, has rein-
forced judicial independence,
integrity, and impartiality.

He stressed that the code has
effectively contributed to the
advancement of the judicial system,
yielding positive results that have
promoted standards of conduct and
outstanding performance across the
nation’s judiciary.

Speaking during a session within
the Conference of the States Parties
(CoSP11) to the UN Convention
Against Corruption in Doha, Al Man-
souri highlighted that this Code rep-
resents one of the most powerful
practical tools to curb corruption
within the judiciary.

Al Mansouri further explained
that the strict and rigorous appli-
cation of the Code, linked to effective
oversight and accountability mech-
anisms, minimises any opportunity
for behavioural deviations or the

proliferation of improper practices.
The Code, he outlined, offers a ref-
erence framework enabling judges
to act lawfully, regularly self-assess,
and ensure adherence to imparti-
ality, dignity, and balance.

Al Mansouri further elaborated
that implementing the Code requires
mandatory adherence to ethics,
practical workshops simulating real-
life scenarios, and periodic evalua-
tions of judicial conduct.

These measures, he said, instil in
judges the understanding that any
violation of the Code constitutes a
direct breach of public trust and
strikes at the essence of the judicial
mandate. The Authority prioritises
reducing case backlogs, improving
session management, expediting
rulings, and enhancing technical effi-
ciency. In essence, it serves to protect
judicial independence, prevent mis-
conduct, and reinforce public trust
while upholding judges’ autonomy
and responsibility in their per-
formance without compromising
justice, Al Mansouri elaborated.

Al Mansouri further noted that

the primary objective of judicial
inspection is to support quality and
safeguard confidence, and that rec-
onciling judicial independence with
accountability is possible through a
set of principles and guarantees.

Secretary-General of The Hague
Academy of International Law and
Professor at Paris-Nanterre Uni-
versity, Professor Jean-Marc Thou-
venin, discussed the Bangalore Prin-
ciples on Judicial Conduct and their
role in combating corruption within
the judiciary. He noted that the Ban-
galore Principles are an amalga-
mation of global ethical standards
developed by judges to strengthen
judicial integrity and independence,
comprising six core principles: inde-
pendence, impartiality, integrity,
propriety, equality, competence, and
diligence.

President of the Court of Appeal
of Porto (Portugal), Jose Igreja Matos,
lauded the Qatari judiciary’s efforts
in recent years, emphasising close
collaboration with the UN, particu-
larly the UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC). — QNA

Training premises of UNODC Regional Centre for Combating Cybercrime opens

FROM PAGE 1

The inauguration is the outcome of the
Qatar-UNODC ongoing collaboration and
enhancement of shared global efforts to combat
cybercrime and support nations’ capabilities in
confronting this growing global challenge.

In essence, the centre provides advanced training programmes
as well as technological support for nations and law enforcement
agencies alike, alongside its role in supporting the implementation
of the Convention, reinforcing international cooperation and
advancing the legislative frameworks supporting efforts to combat
cyber threats. The inauguration further underscores the role under-
taken by Qatar on the global stage in terms of combating cyber-
crime, alongside its establishment of an effective model for
capacity-building and strengthening multilateral cooperation to
ensure and safeguard the security of the digital space.

Belgium lauds Qatar’s leadership as COSP11
advances anti-corruption cooperation

FROM PAGE 1

responsible stakeholders in the

Expressing appreciation to the
host country, Ambassador Ver-
meulen said, “Qatar’s role in con-
vening COSPI1 reflects a shared
objective with Belgium to act as

multilateral system. Itis important
that we work together, respect
international law and strengthen
the global fight against
corruption.”
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City Center Doha

launches Arabian Court

A souq-inspired experience in the heart of the mall

ity Center Doha, a fully owned subsidiary

of Aamal Company Q.P.S.C., has

announced the soft opening of its latest

attraction, the Arabian Court, a unique

cultural and retail destination within the
mall. The Arabian Court brings the charm of a tra-
ditional Arabian souq into a modern mall setting,
creating a space where heritage meets contem-
porary shopping.

Located at the 3rd Floor, the Arabian Court fea-
tures a variety of mini booths showcasing abayas,
perfumes, handmade crafts, and authentic arti-
sanal products. Visitors will enjoy the ambiance of
traditional décor, lanterns, and market-style stalls
that recreate the es-sence of Arabian heritage.

To enhance the family experience, the Arabian
Court also hosts daily kids’ activities from 1pm to
10pm, including engaging workshops, creative
crafts, and cultural games that provide enter-
tainment for children while celebrating tradition.

On this occasion, Murat Kayman, General
Manager of City Center Doha, commented: “City
Center Doha is more than a shopping destination;
itis a hub for cultural and social experiences. The
Arabian Court reflects our commitment to offering

e

City Center Doha is more than

a shopping destination; it is

a hub for cultural and social
experiences. The Arabian Court
reflects our commitment to
offering visitors authentic expe-
riences that honor tradition while
enriching their time at the mall.

Murat Kayman,
General Manager of City Center Doha

e

It is a pleasure to witness the
opening of the “Arabian Court’.
Aamal is committed to the
continuous investment in City
Center Doha. The launch of the
Arabian Court is a testament to
our dedication to en-suring City
Center remains an attractive
and leading destination, offering
unique cultural and retail
experiences that resonate with our
community.

Rashid bin Ali Al Mansoori,
CEO of Aamal Company

visitors authentic expe-riences that honor tradition
while enriching their time at the mall.”

Rashid bin Ali Al Mansoori, CEO of Aamal
Company, added: “It is a pleasure to witness the
opening of the “Arabian Court”. Aamal is committed
to the continuous investment in City Center Doha.
The launch of the Arabian Court is a testament to
our dedication to en-suring City Center remains an
attractive and leading destination, offering unique
cultural and retail experiences that resonate with
our community."

The Arabian Court is open daily from 10am to
10pm at City Center Doha’s 3rd Floor next to Fun
City, welcoming visitors of all ages to explore, shop,
and enjoy an authentic souq-inspired experience.
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‘National Day emhodies connection hetween leadership and people’

DOHA: Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs H E Ghanem bin
Shaheen bin Ghanem Al
Ghanim affirmed that Qatar
National Day is a deeply rooted
national occasion. It embodies
loyalty to the legacy of the
Founder Sheikh Jassim bin
Mohammed bin Thani, who
established the foundations of
the State upon authentic
Islamic values and firmly
rooted national principles.

In statements to QNA, the
Minister added that commem-
orating this occasion reflects
the leadership and people’s
connection to the nation’s rich
history and underscores their
adherence to the constants and
moral values that represent the
essence of Qatari identity.

He explained that the
National Day serves as an
annual milestone to strengthen
belonging and loyalty to the
nation and its wise leadership,
and to recall the journey of

progress and development wit-
nessed by the country, gener-
ation after generation, until it
became a model of security,
stability, and excellence.

The Minister said that this
year’s National Day celebra-
tions, under the slogan “With
You It Rises, From You It
Awaits”, reflect the State’s pro-
found understanding that
human beings are the corner-
stone of development and the
foundation of progress, and
that genuine citizenship is a
continuous contribution and a
shared responsibility in the
nation’s advancement.

He added the Ministry
embodies these values through
its strategic plan (2025-2030),
which focuses on building a
cohesive and interdependent
society, strengthening national
identity and Islamic values,
and consolidating the prin-
ciples of moderation and tol-
erance while raising religious

! This year’s National Day celebrations
reflect the State’s profound

understanding that human beings
are the cornerstone of development
and the foundation of progress,
and that genuine citizenship is
a continuous contribution and a
shared responsibility in the nation’s

advancement.

and moral awareness.

The Minister pointed out
that the National Day also rep-
resents an occasion to reaffirm
the unity and solidarity that
have characterised Qatari
society throughout history, pre-
serving the State’s stability and
prosperity.

He added that maintaining
this unity is achieved by
strengthening social bonds and
protecting society from
extremism, and fanaticism

through high-quality pro-
grammes and initiatives that
promote the concept of mod-
eration and serve all segments
of society.

He noted that the Ministry
places great importance on
human development and fos-
tering sound religious
awareness, stemming from a
firm belief that human beings
are the cornerstone of any sus-
tainable development.

He added that the Ministry’s

services and programmes strive
to instil the values of love,
cooperation, and tolerance in
society, in line with the direc-
tives of the wise leadership and
Qatar National Vision 2030.
The Minister emphasised
that the National Day is an
occasion to strengthen loyalty
and gratitude to the country’s
leadership and to renew the
commitment to continue
working for the advancement
of the nation and serving the

aspirations of future
generations.

He pointed out that Qatar
is confidently moving towards
the future, relying on its rich
history and deeply rooted
values, and that the Ministry of
Endowments is proud to be an
active partner in the devel-
opment and nation-building
process.

He said that this day repre-
sents a renewed covenant in
which the citizens’ connection
to their roots and identity is
strengthened, and their
adherence to the moral and
religious values that form the
basis of the strength and
cohesion of Qatari society is
renewed. The National Day also
clearly reflects that building a
modern state is inseparable
from building values and intel-
lectual foundations, as always
emphasised by the directives
of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani. — QNA

A year of milestones for Malta-Qatar friendship and forward vision

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Malta’s Ambassador to
Qatar, H E Simon Pullicino
(pictured), has highlighted, in
his opinion piece, 2025 as a
year of deepening cooperation
and notable milestones in
Malta—Qatar relations.

As 2025 draws to a close, the
Embassy of Malta in Doha
proudly looks back on a year of
dynamic cooperation, mile-
stones, and renewed
momentum in the ever-
strengthening partnership
between Malta and the State of
Qatar. This year was even more
special, as we celebrated the
50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations.
For the first time since the
opening of the Embassy in 2021,
the Embassy organized a large-
scale National Day reception
with the attendance of several
distinguished Qatari guests, dip-
lomats, senior officials, business
leaders, and community
members to celebrate five
decades of collaboration and
shared values that unite our two
nations.

Indeed, we have much to

celebrate as bilateral relations
continued to progress in various
fields. The resumption of direct
flights by Qatar Airways to Malta
revitalised connectivity between
Doha and Malta, opening new
horizons for tourism, trade,
investment, and cultural
exchanges.

Visit Malta was present at
the 2025 edition of Qatar Travel
Mart with a prominent stand.
Meanwhile, the 2nd Round of
Political Consultations, that
were held in Doha last August,
led from the Malta side by H E
Christopher Cutajar, Permanent
Secretary within the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs and Tourism,
underscored both countries’

commitment to further devel-
oping cooperation and
addressing regional and global
challenges through dialogue
and diplomacy. This followed
the 1st ever Round, held in Malta
in January 2024.

During his 2nd visit to Qatar
this year on 7 December, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Tourism, the
Hon. Dr. Ian Borg held a number
of high-level meetings,
including with Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
H E Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani, aimed
at further strengthening Malta-
Qatar relations.

The talks focused on
expanding economic and com-
mercial ties, boosting tourism
and people-to-people contacts
and opening new avenues of
cooperation.

The Deputy Prime Minister
also met with H E Saad bin
Sherida Al Kaabi, Qatar’s Min-
ister of State for Energy Affairs
and QatarEnergy CEO, to
discuss opportunities for collab-
oration, with a particular
emphasis on sustainability and
long-term security of energy

supply, priorities common to
both countries.

During the visit, the Deputy
Prime Minister also participated
in the 2025 edition of the Doha
Forum, where he addressed
global migration challenges,
emphasizing the importance of
humane, coordinated, and
forward-looking solutions
anchored in dialogue and inter-
national cooperation. His inter-
vention was in full harmony
with Qatar’s long-standing
commitment to peace, human-
itarian support, and multilateral
engagement.

Allow me to wholeheartedly
congratulate the State of Qatar
for the successful organization
of this year’s Doha Forum
where, once again, Qatar con-
firmed its international status
as a focal point for strategic dia-
logue and visionary policy-
making. In this very context, I
also wish to commend Qatar on
a series of international events
hosted during this year,
including, inter alia, the 2nd
World Summit for Social Devel-
opment and the 11th Session of
the Conference of the States
Parties to the UN Convention

against Corruption, which con-
tinue to confirm Qatar’s leading
role in multilateralism based on
dialogue, conflict resolution
through mediation and the
support of humanitarian action.

Finally, this Mission wishes
to join the friendly people of
Qatar in celebrating their
upcoming National Day. This
year’s National Day slogan,
inspired by the words of the
Amir, His Highness Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani -
“With You It Rises, From You It
Awaits” — will undoubtedly
serve to rekindle the enduring
spirit of generosity, unity, and
national pride that binds Qatar’s
leadership with its people.

It will also serve to com-
memorate the sacrifices of
Qatar’s forefathers, who dedi-
cated their lives to the glory of
this country.

Malta remains steadfast in
its commitment to further
strengthen and consolidate ties
with the State of Qatar.
Together, in 2026, our countries
will continue to build bridges of
friendship and shared pros-
perity in our respective regions
and beyond.

Visit Qatar launches
National Day song

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Visit Qatar in collab-
oration with the Qatar Phil-
harmonic Orchestra has
released a medley of Qatari
songs to mark Qatar National
Day 2025, inspired by this
year’s slogan, “We Rise with
You and We Await Your
Support.”

The video serves as a
National Day dedication from
Visit Qatar to the people of
Qatar, honouring the nation’s
journey, values and collective
spirit. The film is designed to
evoke nostalgia and honour
cherished memories and sig-
nificant milestones across
generations, spotlighting the
traditions, values and shared
experiences that continue to
unite the nation.

Through compelling sto-
rytelling, authentic visuals
and emotional resonance, the
production fosters a personal
connection with audiences,
inviting reflection on Qatar’s
history, cultural roots and the
enduring principles that
shape its identity. The video
is a specially curated musical
composition that weaves
together a selection of well-
known and iconic Qatari
songs from the past.

The medley combines
excerpts from “Ya Qatar Inti
Alhayat” by Abdulaziz Nasser,
“Huya Mila”by Fahd Al
Mursal, “Hille Barad” by Faleh
Al Ajlan, “Aanigi Ham Al
Sahayeb w Al Reoud” by
Faleh Al Ajlan, and “Amdi
TamdiBiladi” by Fahd Al
Mursal, creating a unified
musical tribute that resonates
across generations.

Doha to host Global Security Forum 2026 from April 12

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The organising committee of the
Global Security Forum (GSF) has announced
that Doha will host the 2026 edition of the
forum, scheduled to take place from April
12 to 14, 2026, under the patronage of Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H
E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al-Thani.

The 2026 edition of the forum will be
held under the theme ‘Collective Security
and the Crisis of Legitimacy’, positioning
GSF as a leading international platform for
dialogue on today’s most pressing security
challenges and the future of collective
action amid a rapidly shifting geopolitical
landscape.

The forum aims to convene influential
global leaders and decision-makers to
address one of the world’s most pressing
issues of how states and institutions can
rebuild legitimacy and reinforce the coop-
erative frameworks required to ensure
global security.

Over three days of high-level keynotes,
candid plenary discussions, and strategi-
cally focused side sessions, GSF 2026 will
examine how collective security can adapt

to an era defined by polarization, techno-
logical upheaval, and mounting pressure
on the rules-based international order.

Colin P. Clarke, Official Spokesperson
of the Global Security Forum, underscored
the urgency driving this year’s theme, com-
menting: “The Global Security Forum has
always been a place where the world’s most
trusted voices confront the threats shaping
our future.

"Next year’s theme speaks to a defining
challenge of our time: rebuilding confidence
in the institutions, alliances, and norms that
keep us safe.

"Around the world, trust in international
institutions is fraying, global governance is
under strain, and the principles that have
long anchored stability are facing unprec-
edented tests. GSF 2026 will confront these
challenges head-on, offering a platform for
clarity, collaboration, and action. Our work

has never been more urgent.”

Since its 2018 inception, in part-
nership with the Qatar International
Academy for Security Studies (QIASS),
the Global Security Forum has become
one of the world’s foremost gatherings
on security and geopolitical affairs,
known for convening heads of state,
foreign and defense ministers, national
security advisors, intelligence and law-
enforcement leaders, multilateral exec-
utives, and the experts shaping global
policy. GSF has established itself as a rare
platform for honest dialogue and
actionable insight, uniquely positioned
at the intersection of diplomacy, strategy,
and global security.

As the international community
grapples with diminishing trust, rising frag-
mentation, and intensified competition
between global powers, GSF 2026 aims to
chart a path toward renewed legitimacy,
strengthened cooperation, and a more
stable future.

The Forum will also highlight the
ongoing collaboration between the Internal
Security Forces and the Ministry of Interior,
reflecting their shared commitment to
advancing security dialogue and practice.

Work underway to
set up 40 new
schools of global
standard by 2030

FROM PAGE 1

“The calendar has now
reached a stable and inte-
grated format that supports
the educational process effec-
tively,” he said.

About government schol-
arships, Dr. Al Nuaimi reaf-
firmed that Qatar has a long-
standing tradition of offering
scholarships both inside and
outside the country. Today,
students benefit from internal
scholarships at Qatar Uni-
versity, as well as expanded
cooperation with institutions
such as Lusail University, par-
ticularly in English language
education. A new and signif-
icant programme has also
been launched in partnership
with University of Doha for
Science and Technology,
focusing on education in
science and technology.

As Qatar moves toward
expanding STEM education,
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics, Dr.
Al Nuaimi highlighted the
success of specialised STEM
schools. One such school has
already graduated several
cohorts, with all graduates
securing admission to leading
universities in Qatar and
abroad, including in the
United Kingdom and the
United States. All of these
graduates are Qatari
nationals. In addition, the
ministry has expanded tech-
nical education through spe-
cialised schools, including
technical schools for con-
struction and for girls, and
recently established a new
modern technical school in
the northern regions. Tech-
nological specialisation has
also been introduced in
general secondary schools
alongside scientific and lit-
erary tracks, ensuring grad-
uates are well-prepared for
both the labour market and
higher education.

Dr. Al Nuaimi said that
these integrated efforts reflect
Qatar’s commitment to
building a future-ready edu-
cation system that serves stu-
dents, families and national
development goals alike.

Qatar stresses comprehensive UN reform key to global peace leadership

NEW YORK: The State of Qatar
affirmed that effective global
leadership for peace requires
comprehensive reform of the
United Nations system, fully
consistent with the purposes
and principles of the UN
Charter, stressing that medi-
ation remains an indispensable
pillar for the peaceful resolution
of disputes and the prevention
of conflict escalation.

This came in a statement
delivered by the Permanent
Representative of the State of
Qatar to the United Nations, H

E Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif
Al-Thani, during the Security
Council’s open debate on “Lead-
ership for Peace,” held under
the agenda item “Maintenance
of international peace and
security’ at UN Headquarters in
New York.

In her statement, she under-
scored the significance of the
selection process for the next
Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the need to
strengthen the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s role in the face of unprec-
edented global challenges.

She noted the growing strain
on the multilateral system and
the declining adherence to the
purposes of the United Nations,
its Charter, and the principles
of international law.

She explained that the State
of Qatar has remained firmly
committed to the UN Charter
and has long been a strategic
partner of the United Nations,
as well as a trusted and credible
mediator in advancing the
Organization’s founding goals
and mission.

She added that, for more

than two decades, Qatar has
played a pivotal role in medi-
ation efforts worldwide,
working to achieve sustainable
and lasting peace in complex
conflicts.

Her Excellency highlighted
Qatar’s growing engagement in
mediation efforts in recent
years, encompassing a wide
range of initiatives, including
facilitating ceasefires, negoti-
ating prisoner exchanges, sup-
porting inclusive national dia-
logues, resolving border dis-
putes, and contributing to the

conclusion of peace agreements
aimed at ending conflicts.

She emphasized that the
impact of these efforts has been
evident across several regions,
including the Gaza Strip in the
occupied Palestinian territory,
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Sudan,
Chad, Ukraine, Colombia, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, and Rwanda, under-
scoring Qatar’s sustained con-
tribution to the promotion of
security and stability at both the
regional and international
levels. — QNA
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Social Development Minister: National Day reflects loyalty, belonging, and values of unity

DOHA: Minister of Social
Development and Family
H E Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al
Nuaimi affirmed that Qatar
National Day is an occasion that
embodies the meanings of
loyalty and belonging, and rein-
forces the values of unity and
cohesion that have charac-
terized Qatari society
throughout its history. It is also
an occasion to celebrate the
nation’s achievements across
various fields.

In a statement to QNA, she
said that the day provides an
opportunity to strengthen Qatari
identity and consolidate the
values of citizenship and social
responsibility, particularly

!

The day provides an opportunity
to strengthen Qatari identity

and consolidate the values

of citizenship and social
responsibility, particularly under
this year’s slogan ‘With You It
Rises and From You It Awaits’
which reflects the central role of
people in the country’s progress.

under this year’s slogan ‘With
You It Rises and From You It
Awaits’ which reflects the
central role of people in the
country’s progress and

emphasises the importance of
collective efforts in building a
cohesive society. She noted that
the Qatari family serves as the
primary nurturing environment

where children are raised with
love and loyalty to the
homeland, making it a funda-
mental pillar of comprehensive
development.

The Minister highlighted
that the Ministry of Social
Development and Family
follows a clear vision that places
the family at the center of social
development, working to
empower families, enhance
their stability, and support their
educational and social roles.

She further explained that
this approach aligns with the
Ministry’s 2025-2030 Strategy
(From Care to Empowerment),
which aims to invest in human
capital, develop programmes
that strengthen family cohesion,
expand social protection cov-
erage, and empower priority
groups to ensure a balanced and
stable society.

The Minister stressed that
the family would remain the
cornerstone of societal stability
and the foundation of national
progress, affirming the Minis-
try’s continued commitment to
implementing social and eco-
nomic empowerment plans,
developing programmes that
enhance quality of life, and
supporting citizens in various
fields. She expressed pride in
the achievements realised by
the nation. In conclusion, Al
Nuaimi reaffirmed that Qatar
will continue its journey toward
further progress and prosperity
through the unity, dedication,
and love of its people for their
homeland. — QNA

Qatar’s role in promoting regional peace and
stability widely acknowledged: Indian envoy

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Ambassador of India to
Qatar H E Vipul has said that
Qatar’s role in promoting
regional peace and stability is
widely acknowledged and
appreciated by all.

“On behalf of India, and the
entire Indian community in
Qatar, I wish to extend hearty
congratulations to the lead-
ership and people of the State
of Qatar on the auspicious
occasion of National Day of
Qatar 2025,” the Ambassador
said in a statement.

He said that the theme for
this year’s celebrations, “With
You It Rises, From You It
Awaits” keeps people at its
centre which resonates with the
focus and success of Qatar in
achieving unprecedented
progress in the realms of socio-
economic and human
development.

“Today, Qatar is well-
known all over the world not
only for its energy production
and world class infrastructure,
but equally for being a thriving
hub of culture, education,
learning and sports. It has built
some of the best known insti-
tutions in the fields of education
and culture, such as Qatar
Foundation, Qatar National
Library and Qatar Museums. In
sports, we all fondly remember
the success of FIFA 2022, as we
also witness the excellent
organization of the FIFA Arab

Cup this year.”

The Ambassador further
said, “The forward thinking and
inclusive approach of the Qatari
leadership, focusing on tech-
nology, innovation and sustain-
ability as part of Qatar National
Development Strategy is
opening up new vistas for
development and cooperation.
The year 2025 has been
important in this context with
Doha hosting prolific events.

He noted that Qatar’s role
in promoting regional peace
and stability, including its
mediation efforts in Gaza to
achieve ceasefire and release
of all hostages, is widely
acknowledged and appreciated
by all. “India stands firmly in
support of peace and stability
in the region and deeply values
the important role played by
Qatar in this regard. The Second
World Summit for Social Devel-
opment held recently in Doha
demonstrated Qatar’s com-
mitment to ensuring that no one
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Today, Qatar is well-
known not only for its
energy production and
world class infrastructure,
but equally in culture,
education, learning and
sports.

H E Vipul

is left behind in our global sus-
tainable development journey.”

“On Qatar’s National Day, I
am delighted to recall that this
year has been a special one for
India-Qatar friendship, which
dates back several centuries. We
were honoured with the State
Visit of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, to India in
February 2025 during which
both sides elevated their relations
to ‘strategic partnership’.”

The Ambassador further
said that the Indian community
takes great pride in being a part
of the incredible journey of
Qatar over the past more than
five decades. “I am grateful to
the entire leadership and
people of Qatar for the warmth
and support extended to the
Indian community living in
Qatar. As we look ahead, we
wish continued success to the
State of Qatar, and look forward
to being a continuing partner
for peace, progress and pros-
perity for all humanity.”

Korean envoy hails Qatar’s unity, mediation
role and strong future-focused development

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Ambassador of the
Republic of Korea to the State
of Qatar H E Hyunsoo Yun has
extended warm congratula-
tions to Amir H H Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
and the people of Qatar on the
country’s National Day,
describing December 18 as “a
celebration of unity and
national progress, reflecting
Qatar’s achievements in devel-
opment, diplomacy, and social
cohesion.”

The Ambassador praised
Qatar’s growing international
role, stating that “Qatar’s role
as a mediator is remarkable,”
with Doha providing space for
dialogue on complex global
issues.

“This year alone, Qatar
engaged in several interna-
tional conflicts,” he noted,
pointing to efforts related to
Gaza, Sudan and the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo.

On Gaza, Yun said, “Korea
deeply appreciates Qatar’s
pivotal role in facilitating dia-
logue, achieving periods of
ceasefire, and laying the
groundwork for further steps
toward a sustainable and per-
manent peace.”

He stressed that “Qatar’s
unwavering commitment to
humanitarian principles and
peaceful negotiation is indis-
pensable,” adding that “the
two-state solution remains the
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Qatar’s role as a
mediator is remarkable,
Korea deeply
appreciates Qatar’s
pivotal role in several
international conflicts.

H E Hyunsoo Yun

only realistic and enduring
path.”

Highlighting Qatar’s
domestic transformation, Yun
said the country has made
“step-by-step progress towards
carrying through goals articu-
lated in Qatar National Vision
2030,” with advances in diver-
sification, sustainability and
human development.

He cited rapid progress in
renewable energy, noting that
solar power plants represent
“a major step toward the
national goal of reaching 4 GW
of renewable capacity by
2030.”

He also described Qatar’s
focus on artificial intelligence
as “both strategic and com-
mendable,” pointing to institu-
tions building capabilities that
“create a solid base for future
innovation,” while emphasising
the value of partnerships with
countries like South Korea.

The ambassador high-
lighted Qatar’s achievements

in food security, industrial
growth and advanced manu-
facturing, saying these suc-
cesses demonstrate a move “far
beyond the outdated image of
a purely resource-based
economy.”

Turning to bilateral ties,
Yun said Korea and Qatar have
built “a strong and trusted part-
nership over the past fifty
years,” elevated in 2023 to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.

“Korea is always open to
cooperation,” he concluded,
expressing hope that the part-
nership would “continue to
deepen and broaden” in the
years ahead. I sincerely hope
that Korea and Qatar will con-
tinue to deepen and broaden
our partnership in the years
ahead. Our two nations share
a strong foundation built on
trust, respect, common aspira-
tions as well as high value on
family and respect towards
elders.

Doha Institute for Graduate Studies celebrates QND

DOHA: Doha Institute for
Graduate Studies (DI) celebrated
Qatar National Day, which falls
annually on 18 December. The
celebration witnessed broad
participation from the Institute’s
academic, administrative, and
student communities.

Organised by the Commu-
nications and Public Relations
Department in the DI, the event
was held outdoors and featured
arange of heritage and folkloric
performances reflecting the
Qatari identity, most notably the
Ardha, one of the most iconic
traditional arts.

The programme also
included a variety of social and
cultural activities that
encouraged interaction and
engagement among attendees.

Nasema Abdeen

These activities comprised an
interactive question-and-
answer session on the history
of the State of Qatar with val-
uable prizes, as well as poetry
recitations and national songs.

The celebration also show-
cased a collection of classic
vintage Qatari cars and falcons,

embodying key aspects of
Qatar’s authentic heritage. In
addition, a lunch of traditional
Qatari cuisine was offered,
giving attendees the opportunity
to enjoy local dishes.

On the occasion, Dr. Abdel-
wahab El-Affendi, President of
the Doha Institute, extended his
congratulations to the lead-
ership and people of Qatar on
the National Day.

He emphasised that Qatar
has always been, and will con-
tinue to be, a hospitable country
and a leader in its stances,
wherever it is seen and
wherever it is cherished.

He noted that the sense of
reassurance, security, and sta-
bility enjoyed by the country has
made it one of the safest nations

in the world, adding that this
occasion represents a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate, spread
joy, and enjoy an event that brings
together the Institute’s com-
munity around shared values of
belonging and appreciation.
Nasema Abdeen, Director of
the Communications and Public
Relations Department, expressed
her pride in hosting this

Musicians performing during the event.

carnival-style celebration at the
Doha Institute with the partici-
pation of its students, faculty
members, staff, and alumni.

She noted that the diversity
of nationalities and cultures
within the Institute provides an
important opportunity to
introduce Qatari identity and its
rich heritage, and to deepen
understanding of the history and

culture of Qatari society.

Abdeen explained that the
celebration had a wide variety
of live performances and her-
itage-based activities aimed at
reviving authentic Qatari values
and popular traditions. She
affirmed that such events rep-
resent an important space for
showcasing the culture and
identity of Qatar.

Georgetown professor is making religion make sense in time for holidays

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: As the holiday season
approaches, a new resource is
helping to shed light on why
religion matters today, and it
comes from Georgetown
University in Qatar Professor of
Theology and Religious Studies,
Dr. Patrick Laude.

In his new book, The Eso-
teric in Religious and Spiritual
Tradition - A Comparative Study
(Springer 2025), Dr. Laude takes
on what many would consider
an age-old mystery—whether
the “esoteric,” or inner dimen-
sions of religion, can be mean-
ingfully understood across tra-
ditions—and offers one of the
most comprehensive answers
to date. In doing so, Dr. Laude

argues that esoteric traditions
help address contemporary ten-
sions in how people experience
faith today. “Religious con-
sciousness is torn between com-
peting narratives, from a return
to the ‘fundamentals’ to calls for
more informal practices of spir-
ituality,” he observes. Identifying
inner dimensions of religion
offers ways of holding these
opposites together.

Focusing mainly on Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
and Islam, Laude’s book proposes
a coherent way to think about
spiritual knowledge not as some-
thing marginal or obscure, but as
a recurring and deeply human
orientation within religious life.
“There is a lot of confusion about
what the term esoteric means,”

he explains, adding: “It is often
dismissed as obscure, fanciful, or
elitist, and I set out to go beyond
these stereotypes.” Drawing on
four decades of inspiring schol-
arship at the intersection of reli-
gions, Dr. Laude set out to test
whether the concept could be
defined rigorously and applied
across traditions.

He constructed a comparative
framework that identifies both
great diversity and surprising
coherence across religions. “My
main argument is that the esoteric
is identifiable as a fundamental
direction of the human quest for
religious meaning and spiritual
realization,” Dr. Laude says.

His book reflects on six key
unifying principles that may give
some orientation during this age
of confusion, including the ideas
that humans can recover
wholeness through direct access
to the source of religious inspi-
ration, that reality is one and that
this unity is at the heart of the very
nature of mankind, and that
empirical existence and the
Ultimate hold distinct, but not
contradictory, truths.

Vodafone Qatar announced as strategic
partner for Tattoo Doha 2025

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Vodafone Qatar has
been announced as a strategic
partner for Tattoo Doha 2025,
the international military
music and marching festival
currently taking place until
December 20 at Katara Open
Theater in Katara Cultural
Village.

Tattoo Doha 2025 brings
together military bands and
performers from around the
world in a show that combines
military discipline with cultural
expression. As a strategic
partner, Vodafone Qatar is pro-
viding a comprehensive suite of
telecom and digital services

throughout the festival, including
free public Wi-Fi in the arena,
ensuring visitors and guests
remain connected and enjoy a
seamless festival experience.

For organisers, performers,
and key stakeholders, Vodafone
Qatar will provide dedicated
connectivity solutions, push-to-
talk services, and devices to
support smooth operations
across the venue.

Event organisers will also
receive pre-loaded SIMs.

Vodafone Qatar’s on-
ground sales team and advisors
are also present during the
event to support attendees con-
nectivity requirements, offering
both prepaid and postpaid SIM.
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Minister of Justice: Qatar moving forward confidently in its achievements

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Minister of Justice and
Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs H E Ibrahim bin Ali Al
Mohannadi affirmed that the
State of Qatar’s celebration of
this year’s National Day comes
as the country proceeds confi-
dently in its achievements and
remains steadfast in its path of
development and progress,
guided by the wise leadership
of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani.

In a statement to QNA on the
occasion of the National Day,
The Minister said that the
National Day carries a profound
significance that highlights the
values and principles estab-
lished by the founder, Sheikh
Jassim bin Mohammed bin
Thani, which laid the founda-
tions of the modern state, built
on willpower and unity.

He pointed out that this state
continues its humanitarian

! This year’s National Day slogan,
‘With you it Rises, From You it

Awaits,” accurately reflects the
idea that the state is built on
the efforts of its people, and
on the belief that the nation’s
renaissance is achieved through
the dedication and skills of its

youth.

mission supporting peace,
upholding the principles of
justice, and defending the rights
of peoples to dignified living,
freedom, and equality.

Al Mohannadi added that
the progress achieved in various
national sectors, foremost
among them the justice sector
and legal services, is the result
of His Highness’ farsighted
vision, which placed serving cit-
izens, facilitating their access to

justice, and protecting their
rights at the forefront of prior-
ities, embodying the values of
justice and the rule of law.

He explained that this year’s
National Day slogan, ‘With you
it Rises, From You it Awaits,”
accurately reflects the idea that
the state is built on the efforts
of its people, and on the belief
that the nation’s renaissance is
achieved through the dedication
and skills of its youth, and that

a prosperous future is the fruit
of their unity, knowledge, and
deep-rooted values.

The Minister pointed out
that the Ministry has continued
this year to achieve qualitative
steps in developing the judicial
work system and enhancing the
competitiveness of legal services
through the launch of the 2025-
2030 Strategic Plan, aligned
with the Third National Devel-
opment Strategy (2024-2030)

and Qatar National Vision 2030.
The plan includes 100 oper-
ational projects derived from
seven strategic pillars, linked to
27 strategic initiatives and 27
performance indicators that
allow precise monitoring of
implementation and outcomes,
thereby strengthening gov-
ernance and raising per-
formance efficiency.

He emphasised that the
directives of Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani
have been a fundamental
support for the Ministry’s insti-
tutional development path,
ensuring the provision of high-
quality and easily accessible
judicial services that meet the
needs of individuals and gov-
ernment entities in line with
global best practices.

He stated that the Ministry
achieved major progress this
year in its comprehensive digital

transformation project, with the
Real Estate Registration and
Authentication sector launching
the first phase of the automation
of legal services. This is sup-
ported by an integrated techno-
logical system that includes the
upgraded “Sak” application,
which has become a unified
platform for all real estate reg-
istration and authentication
services.

He added that the new “Sak”
application provides, for the first
time, authentication transac-
tions via video communication
and services linked to the Digital
ID System (QDI). It also offers a
unified interface for the
“Absher,” “Real Estate Valu-
ation” and “Real Estate Bulletin”
apps, as well as the ability to
display property information
directly through QR Code
scanning, with the option to
obtain printed copies via Qatar
Post without the need to visit the
Ministry.

QNL, Arab Book Award explore the future of Arab publishing

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar National Library
hosted a cultural seminar titled
“The Arab Book in General and
the Qatari Book in Particular: A
Foresight Reading,” organised
in cooperation with the Arab
Book Award. The seminar
brought together a distinguished
group of intellectuals and
cultural figures.

The event was held to mark
World Arabic Language Day,
observed annually on December
18, and as part of the Arab Book
Award’s efforts to stimulate cul-
tural activity, support the book
industry, and open professional
discussions on the future of
publishing in the region.

The seminar opened with an
eloquent literary address
inspired by the classical
magamat tradition, delivered by
Minister of State and President

of Qatar National Library H E
Dr. Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al
Kawari. In his remarks, he
recalled the deep-rooted foun-
dations of the Arab book and
skillfully linked the authenticity
of Arab heritage with future
aspirations for Arabic
publishing.

The seminar featured con-
tributions from academic and
historian Dr. Mustafa Ageel Al-
Khatib; Dr. Al-Siddiq Omar, a
member of the Steering Com-
mittee of the Arab Book Award;
and Dr. Aisha Jassim Al-Kuwari,
Chief Executive Officer of Rosa
Publishing House. The session
was moderated by Dr.
Mohammed Khaled Al-Rahawi,
Associate Professor of Arabic
Language at Qatar University.

The discussion began with
the first thematic axis focusing
on quality standards, presented
by Dr. Al-Siddiq Omar

Al-Siddiq, a member of the Arab
Book Award committee. He
emphasised that the challenges
facing the Arab book are closely
linked to the broader state of
weakness afflicting the Arab
world, noting that genuine
advancement can only be
achieved through serious
knowledge and scholarship.
He explained that much
contemporary Arab authorship
tends toward narrative and
fiction, with a limited number
of high-quality works, alongside
anoticeable decline in rigorous
academic studies in the human-
ities, social sciences, philosophy,
Islamic studies, history, as well
as in critical text editing, dic-
tionaries, and encyclopedias.
He added that the Arab Book
Award was established to
strengthen the status of the Arab
book and encourage authors
and researchers to produce

robust scholarly works through
its two categories, “Single Book”
and “Lifetime Achievement”,
thereby contributing to both the
quantitative and qualitative
advancement of Arabic
publishing.

Dr. Mustafa Ageel Al-Khatib,
winner of the Arab Book Award
in its first edition, affirmed that
literary and academic awards
serve as an important incentive
for writers and authors and do
not restrict creativity.

He noted that the Arab book
continues to suffer marginali-
sation in many regions, and that
a large segment of those under
the age of twenty are unfamiliar
with prominent figures of
modern Arab thought and
culture. He stressed that the
Arabic language is distinguished
by its stability and enduring
nature, making it a language of
civilization, culture, and thought,

Minister of State and President of Qatar National Library H E Dr. Hamad
bin Abdulaziz Al Kawari with other officials and guests during the event.

rather than merely a tool for
communication. Dr. Aisha Al-
Kuwari stated that the Arab book
industry faces challenges that go
beyond production volume to
include distribution, impact, and
sustainability.

She explained that the
industry constitutes an inte-
grated ecosystem encompassing

the writer, publisher, reader, and
supportive cultural policies. She
identified limited distribution,
high production costs, and
declining reading rates, partic-
ularly among young people, as
key challenges, calling for a
restructuring of the publishing
system without compromising
the quality of Arab creativity.

Japan hails Qatar’s progress and
strong bilateral ties on National Day

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Ambassador of
Japan to Qatar H E Naoto
Hisajima has extended warm
congratulations to Amir H H
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, and the government and
people of Qatar on the occasion
of Qatar National Day, praising
the country’s remarkable
progress under the Amir’s lead-
ership, its active role on the
global stage, and the strong,
enduring relations between
Qatar and Japan.

“Qatar has long achieved
prominence in the Middle East
and has greatly enhanced its
presence in the international
community under the lead-
ership of H H the Amir. Over
the years, Qatar has channelled
significant efforts into the cul-
tural, sports, education, and
tourism sectors, among others
emphatically stressing on the
knowledge based economy.
These efforts have contributed

A3

Over the years, Qatar has
channelled significant
efforts into the cultural,
sports, education, and
tourism sectors. These
efforts complete the
picture of Qatar

H E Naoto Hisajima

to complete the picture of
Qatar as an even stronger and
more vibrant country in the
world today,” the ambassador
said.

“Qatar’s active diplomacy
to promote better and closer
relations with other countries
is also highly appreciated.

With Japan in particular,
Qatar has always shared an
excellent and special relations
since the establishment of its
diplomatic relations. And as we
celebrate this auspicious

occasion with Qatar, we reit-
erate our hope for our long
lasting cooperative relations to
be further strengthened in the
future.

“I would also like to take
this opportunity to congratulate
Qatar for the historic qualifi-
cation for the 2026 FIFA World
Cup. I am very excited and look
forward to watching Al-Annabi
(Qatar National Team) deliver
a powerful performance in the
world cup matches next year,”
the envoy said.

COSPI1 deliberates on reinforcing international cooperation

DOHA: The Conference of the
States Parties to the United
Nations Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC) discussed
avenues for boosting interna-
tional cooperation in the field
of asset recovery during a
session themed: “Global Forum
on the Asset Recovery Proce-
dures Chain”, within the second
day of the Doha conference
deliberations.

The forum was organised
by the StAR Initiative, in collab-
oration with the Basel Institute
on Governance under the Inter-
national Centre for Asset
Recovery (ICAR), and the Inter-
national Anti-Corruption Coor-
dination Centre (IACCC), with
the participation of officials,
experts, and representatives of
international organizations and

bodies concerned with com-
bating corruption.

In addition, the forum
explored mechanisms to bolster
coordination between
requesting and requested coun-
tries in global asset recovery
cases, alongside the exchange
of practical experiences and
highlighting progress achieved
in this field, contributing to
strengthening transparency and
accountability and supporting
anti-corruption global efforts.

The most menacing forms
of corruption are represented
in plundering the public funds
allocated to serving the citizens,
the speakers underlined. They
pointed out that recovering
these funds is of utmost priority
not solely to pursue perpe-
trators, but rather to relay a

clear message that impunity is
unacceptable.

Head of Delegation and
Representative of the Algerian
Ministry of Justice, Abdelrazak
Ben Salem, affirmed that the
Ministry has established an
expert committee comprising
all relevant sectors, including
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the General Treasury, the
Directorates of Property, and
all competent authorities, to
advance a comprehensive
strategy for asset recovery and
to monitor compensatory
measures at both the criminal
and civil levels.

Abdelrazak clarified that the
committee has created a
national database and identified
priority countries for collabo-
ration in this domain. — QNA

Engineer Saad bin Ebrahim appointed
President of Office of QF Chairperson

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Engineer Saad bin
Ebrahim Al Muhannadi,
(pictured) a member of Qatar
Foundation’s Founding Board
and the organisation’s former
president, has been appointed
as President of the Office of
the Chairperson of Qatar
Foundation.

A Lifetime Member of
Qatar Foundation’s (QF) Board
of Directors and Board of
Trustees, Engineer Al
Muhannadi was instrumental
in the establishment of the
organisation 30 years ago, and
has played a pivotal role in the
evolution of its ecosystem of
knowledge and the
advancement of its mission
over the three decades since.

Having joined QF in 1995,
he went on to become
Assistant Director and then
Director of the organisation’s
Capital Projects Directorate,
before being appointed Vice
President of Capital Projects
and Facilities Management in
2005.

He was responsible for the
planning, design, construction,
and maintenance of the edu-
cational, science and research,
and community development
infrastructure required for QF

to support the development of
Qatar, and ensuring QF’s Edu-
cation City provided a healthy

and safe environment for all.

Engineer Al Muhannadi’s
lifetime board positions at QF
reflect his long, dedicated, and
distinguished service to the
organisation and its mission.
He also serves as Chairman of
Msheireb Properties.

In his role as President of
the Office of the Chairperson
of Qatar Foundation, he will
provide strategic leadership
and strengthen institutional
alignment with regard to
H H Sheikha Moza bint
Nasser’s position as Chair-
person of Qatar Foundation,
Chairperson of Education
Above All Foundation, and
other initiatives in which Her
Highness is engaged.

QNB main sponsor of ‘Al Majlis’ during FIFA Arab Cup

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: QNB Group continues its
participation as a Main Sponsor
of “AlMajlis”, a sports programme
broadcasted on Al Kass Sports
Channels, during the FIFA Arab
Cup Qatar 2025, hosted by Qatar
across six world-class stadiums
with the final due to be held on
18 December

This partnership reflects
QNB’s commitment to spon-
soring major events hosted by the
nation, confirming its status as the

Arab and global sporting capital.
The exceptional hosting of the
Arab Cup is another significant
occasion. This step highlights the
bank’s role as a strategic partner
in promoting global and regional
championships in line with
Qatar’s sustainability strategy and
its National Vision 2030.

Within this sponsorship, the
bank organised “Guess the
Winner” contest via its social
media platforms offering 8
iPhone 17 Pro max for the lucky
winners.

WCM-Q to host
workshop on
social-emotional and
cognitive development

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The Institute for Popu-
lation Health (IPH) at Weill
Cornell Medicine-Qatar
(WCM-Q) will host a workshop
to help health and education
professionals enhance their
social-emotional and
cognitive skills. The workshop
is scheduled to take place on
January 31, 2026, at WCM-Q.

Titled “Unlocking the
Connection: Human Devel-
opment and Social-Emotional
Excellence,” the interactive
six-hour training course will
explore the dynamic rela-
tionship between adult devel-
opmental stages and the
social-emotional compe-
tencies (SECs) essential for
success in professional and
social life.

Grounded in constructive
development theory and
research on social-emotional
learning, the course will guide
participants through under-
standing how adults derive
meaning from their life expe-
riences and how that shapes
their ability to manage emo-
tions, build relationships, and
make responsible decisions.
Through self-reflection, case
studies, and group discus-
sions, participants will gain
insights into their own per-
sonal growth and learn prac-
tical strategies to support
their social-emotional devel-
opment and that of their
mentees and peers.

Directed by Dr. Maha
Elnashar, lecturer in population
health sciences and director of
the Centre for Cultural Compe-
tence in Healthcare at IPH, the
course is designed for indi-
viduals interested in personal
growth, leadership devel-
opment, social-emotional com-
petencies, and educational
innovation.
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Elevation of Qatar achieved through the
sincerity of people: Transport Minister

! As part of its efforts

to accelerate digital
transformation and enhance
accessibility to its services, the
Minister said that the Ministry
of Transport has launched its
official mobile application,
‘Darb, for smartphones and

tablets.

DOHA: Minister of Transport, H
E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulla
bin Mohammed Al-Thani
affirmed that Qatar National Day
represents an annual milestone
to reaffirm the values of loyalty
to the homeland and its wise
leadership, which is steadily
progressing in the journey of
development and renaissance
while consolidating the prin-
ciples of unity and solidarity that
were instilled by the Founder
Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed
bin Thani.

He said that this year’s
National Day slogan “With You
It Rises, From You It Awaits”,
reflects a renewed message to
continue working and building,
based on the firm belief that the
development of the nation is
linked to the development of the
human being, and that the ele-
vation of Qatar is achieved
through the sincerity of its people
and their efforts to serve society.

The Minister extended his
warmest congratulations to the
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin

Hamad Al-Thani, the Father
Amir H H Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, the Deputy
Amir H H Sheikh Abdullah bin
Hamad Al-Thani, and to the
esteemed government and the
generous Qatari people.

The National Day celebra-
tions reinforce the Ministry of
Transport’s firm commitment
to continuing to implement its
national vision and mission,
and to achieving the goals of its
strategy through the devel-
opment of an integrated, safe,
flexible and sustainable
transport system that adopts
the latest smart systems and
technologies, which contributes
to strengthening the transport
infrastructure and serving
various economic, service and
environmental sectors, and
consolidating the role of the
State of Qatar as an effective
link in the regional and global
economies, in support of
achieving Qatar National Vision
2030, the Minister stated.

Regarding the

achievements of the Ministry of
Transport, the Minister empha-
sised that on September 7,
2025, Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, H E
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani
launched the Ministry of Trans-
port’s Strategy 2025-2030
under the slogan; ‘Reaching
Beyond Horizons'.

As part of its efforts to accel-
erate digital transformation and
enhance accessibility to its
services, he said that the Ministry
of Transport has launched its
official mobile application,
‘Darb,” for smartphones and
tablets.

The Minister affirmed that
the State of Qatar has
strengthened its international
standing in the transport and
communications sector by
winning membership in the
Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) for the second time in
Category III for the years
(2026-2028). — QNA

QND a milestone driving sustainable urban
development: Municipality Minister

S

The Minister prioritised placing
people’s well-being at the

heart of urban planning by
developing green spaces and
pedestrian-friendly pathways
that promote the humanization
of cities and align with the
Third National Development

Plan (2024-2030).

DOHA: Minister of Municipality
H E Abdullah bin Hamad bin
Abdullah Al Attiyah affirmed
that Qatar’s National Day is one
of the enduring national mile-
stones in the country’s history,
as it highlights the develop-
mental journey undertaken by
our forefathers and embodies
the achievements accomplished
under the wise leadership of
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani.

In a statement on the
occasion of National Day 2025,
the Minister said that this
occasion invokes a sense of
pride in what has been
achieved, and a renewed
opportunity to re-emphasize
the importance of everyone’s
mission and responsibility to
contribute to nation-building
and sustainable development.

He added that the Ministry
of Municipality views this day
as a motivation to intensify
efforts toward building modern
and sustainable cities, achieving
abalanced urban environment,

and providing municipal
services that keep pace with the
aspirations of society and the
rapid development the state is
witnessing.

He explained that National
Day is an occasion to deepen the
values of loyalty and belonging
and to strengthen national
identity in the hearts of future
generations by promoting a
culture of responsible work and
unifying efforts in service of the
nation.

Highlighting the Ministry’s
most notable efforts, he
affirmed that the Ministry con-
tinues to implement a set of
notable projects that support
comprehensive development
and enhance quality of life. He
prioritized placing people’s
well-being at the heart of
urban planning by developing
green spaces and pedestrian-
friendly pathways that
promote the humanization of
cities and align with the Third
National Development Plan
(2024-2030), which is based

on key pathways including
smart and sustainable cities,
green building, environmental
sustainability, and strength-
ening agriculture and food
security.

The Minister explained that
the Ministry is working on
implementing the smart cities
strategy, developing the
municipal services system using
modern technologies, and
enhancing the efficiency of
public facilities, in addition to
completing the procedures for
obtaining the Smart and Sus-
tainable Cities standard (ISO
37106) in cooperation with the
World Council on City Data.

Regarding efforts to
strengthen food security, the
Minister of Municipality said
that this year witnessed the
launch and implementation of
many qualitative initiatives,
including expanding climate-
smart agriculture projects,
developing modern irrigation
systems and supporting organic
production. — QNA

QOND celebrates unity and resilience,
says Ambassador of Thailand

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Ambassador of
Thailand to Qatar H E Sira
Swangsilpa (pictured) has said
that in 2025 Qatar demon-
strated outstanding leadership
in conflict mediation and
humanitarian diplomacy,
championing dialogue and the
principles of international law.

“On the occasion of Qatar
National Day 2025, I extend my
warmest congratulations to the
leadership and people of the
State of Qatar. This day cele-
brates Qatar’s remarkable
achievements and the unity
and resilience that continue to
define the nation,” the Ambas-
sador said.

“In 2025, Qatar demon-
strated outstanding leadership
in conflict mediation and
humanitarian diplomacy,
championing dialogue and the
principles of international law.
These values strongly resonate
with Thailand and reflect the
foundations of our own foreign
policy.Thailand is deeply
grateful for Qatar’s vital support
in securing the safe release and
return of Thai nationals earlier
this year - an act of friendship
we will always remember.”

He added, “This year
marked the 45th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between
Thailand and Qatar. Our ties
have grown stronger through
high-level exchanges. Cooper-
ation across key sectors has con-
tinued to expand. The Embassy
has worked closely with Qatari
partners on environmental con-
servation and sustainable devel-
opment, including mangrove
restoration and joint initiatives
with the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change,
Qatar University, Earthna, and
Qatar Museums.”

He further said, “Thailand
greatly values its close and
friendly ties with Qatar. The
Royal Thai Embassy remains
committed to further
advancing cooperation and
strengthening mutual under-
standing. I wish Qatar and its
people continued peace, pros-
perity, and harmony.Happy
Qatar National Day.”

Attorney General holds talks with Iranian, Kyrgyz officials

Attorney General of the State of Qatar H E Dr Issa bin Saad Al Jafali Al Nuaimi has held separate
meetings in Doha with senior legal officials from Iran and Kyrgyzstan. H E Dr Al Nuaimi met
yesterday with Minister of Justice of the Islamic Republic of Iran H E Dr Amin Hossein Rahimi, and
with Prosecutor General of the Kyrgyz Republic, H E Maksat Asanaliev. The discussions focused
on a range of issues of mutual interest, including ways to strengthen cooperation in the field of
public prosecution and legal affairs. The meetings come as Qatar continues to expand judicial
and legal cooperation with regional and international partners.

Qatar, Norway hold political consultations in Doha

DOHA: The Ministries of

Foreign Affairs of the State of
Qatar and the Kingdom of
Norway held a round of
political consultations in Doha
yesterday. The Qatari side was
chaired by Secretary-General
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs H E Dr. Ahmed bin
Hassan Al Hammadi, while the
Norwegian side was chaired by

State Secretary at the
Norwegian Foreign Minister H
E Stine Renate Haheim.
During the consultations
round, cooperation relations
between the two countries were
discussed, as well as ways to
support and develop them. Sec-
retary-General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs H E Dr.
Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi

also met yesterday with State
Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Mongolia H E Lkhanaajav
Munkhtushig, who is visiting
the country.

The meeting reviewed
bilateral cooperation and
explored ways to further
strengthen and advance it.
—QNA

Comprehensive
medical services
support fans and
players at Arab Cup

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Drawing on its expe-
rience delivering medical
services at world-class
sporting events, the FIFA Arab
Cup Qatar 2025 Local Organ-
ising Committee (LOC) has
deployed comprehensive
medical operations toensure
high-quality care for everyone
involved in the tournament.
This includes players, spec-
tators and guests across
stadiums, training grounds
and team hotels.

These services are being
delivered through a part-
nership between Aspetar, the
globally recognised ortho-
paedic and sports medicine
hospital and the Official
Medical Partner of the FIFA
Arab Cup Qatar 2025, and
Hamad Medical Corporation,
the country’s national
healthcare provider.

According to LOC
Director of Medical, Dr.
Khalid Al Khulaifi the FIFA
Arab Cup Qatar 2025 has
once again showcased Qatar’s
ability to deliver a high
standard of medical services
at a major football
tournament.

1IS students excel at ‘The Qatar Talk 2025’

1IS officials and participating students with trophy and certificate.

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Students from the Ideal Indian School
(I1S) Gavel Club delivered an exceptional
performance at the recently held interschool
speech competition, “The Qatar Talk 2025.”

Four speakers, Joyal, Afrin Salma,
Mohammad Mustafa S of Grade 12 and Sam-
ridhi Panwar of Grade IX represented the
school across two major categories: Tall Tales

and Inspirational Speech.

In the Final Round, Afrin Salma of IIS

emerged as the Champion in the Inspirational
Speech category, securing the top position
and receiving a trophy, a cash prize of
QR3,000, and several additional honours.
Her achievement stands as a milestone for
both the Gavel Club and the school com-
munity. The trophy was presented by H E
Vipul, Ambassador of India to Qatar. The Prin-
cipal Shaik Shamim Saheb, the Gavel Club
Counsellor, Sajid Shamim, and the Teacher
In-charge, Anwar Sadath, extended their con-
gratulations to Afrin Salma.

Silver

DOHA: DPS Modern Indian School’s
Jubilee
witnessed an inspiring attempt at
aworld record by creating a monu-
mental mosaic artwork (pictured)
spanning 2500 square feet, crafted
by 2500 students.

This collaborative initiative
‘Silver Synergy’ aspires to earn
recognition from the India Book
of Records, Asia Book of Records,
and Guinness World Records. It
celebrates 25 years of the school’s
excellence and the strong bond of
Indo-Qatar friendship.

Inspired by Qatar National
Vision 2030 and a commitment to
sustainability, the school repur-
posed cardboard cartons into indi-
vidual panels. Guided by their art
teachers, students from Grades I to
X painted each panel, infusing their
work with colour, pride, and
imagination.

celebrations

The youngest artists , 212 Kin-
dergarten students contributed
cheerful handprints, symbolising
hope, innocence and togetherness.
In the final stage, teachers and staff
carefully assembled the 2,500
painted panels on the basketball
court, each square reflecting a story,
a dream, and a fragment of the

DPS-MIS wins Asia and India books of records
recognition for largest sustainable mosaic art

THE PENINSULA

school’s spirit, with every brush-
stroke celebrating their love for the
school and its 25-year journey.

Many Hands, One Masterpiece,

2,500 students, One Vision, A
Legacy in Silver; the largest Sus-
tainable Mosaic Artwork cele-
brating 25 years of DPS Modern
Indian School’s excellence.
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Russian FM slams Europe as
'quack doctor' on Ukraine issue

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov on Monday slammed Europe as a “quack
doctor” for missing opportunities to help resolve
the Ukraine crisis, while expressing optimism over
recent engagements with the United States.

In an interview with Iranian media, Lavrov
reiterated Russia’s position that the root
causes of the conflict must be addressed,
including NATO’s eastward expansion,
Ukraine’s potential NATO membership, ter-
ritorial disputes and security guarantees.

Lavrov said that Europe has repeatedly
turned a blind eye to efforts to resolve the
crisis, using the situation instead to strengthen
its own position and obstruct attempts by the
United States and other parties to reach a fair
settlement. — XINHUA

Germany detains 21-year-old
suspect over attack plot

BERLIN: Authorities of Germany’s eastern
state of Saxony-Anhalt said yesterday that
they had detained a 2l-year-old man
suspected of planning an attack on large
crowds, according to public broadcaster ARD.

The suspect, whose specific nationality was
not disclosed but who was described as being from
“Central Asia,” was taken into police custody last
Friday. He has since been placed in detention
pending deportation, according to the interior
ministry of the state of Saxony-Anhalt. Tamara
Zieschang, the state’s interior minister, said the
suspect entered Germany in 2024 and had recently
been training as a nursing specialist. Authorities
began monitoring him after detecting signs of
increasing radicalization, including a strong
interest in weapons. — XINHUA

Trump sues BBC for up to
$10bn for ‘defaming’ him

WASHINGTON: President Donald
Trump on Monday sued the British
Broadcasting Corporation for up to
$10bn, alleging it defamed him by
improperly editing footage of his
Jan. 6, 2021, speech in a 2024 docu-
mentary.

The lawsuit, filed in a federal
court in Miami, argues the BBC spliced
together portions of Trump’s remarks
to show him explicitly encouraging
violence at the US Capitol.

“The formerly respected and now
disgraced BBC defamed President
Trump by intentionally, maliciously,
and deceptively doctoring his speech
in a brazen attempt to interfere in the
2024 Presidential Election,” a spokes-
person for Trump’s legal team wrote
in a statement.

“The BBC has a long pattern of
deceiving its audience in coverage of
President Trump, all in service of its
own leftist political agenda.” The
White House declined to comment.

In November, the BBC apolo-
gized for the edit but rejected any
legal basis for a defamation claim
over the documentary episode,
“Trump: A Second Chance?,” which
aired in October 2024 ahead of last
year’s presidential election.

“While the BBC sincerely regrets
the manner in which the video clip
was edited, we strongly disagree there

US President Donald Trump speaks during a Mexican Border Defence Medal
presentation in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, DC, on

December 15, 2025. (AFP)

is a basis for a defamation claim,” the
BBC wrote on November 13. On
Tuesday, a spokesperson said the
company would be defending the
case but would not be commenting
further about the legal proceedings.

BBC Director General Tim Davie
and News CEO Deborah Turness
resigned in November amid the con-
troversy, which began after the Tel-
egraph, a British newspaper, pub-
lished a whistleblower report from
Michael Prescott, a former BBC edi-
torial standards adviser.

“I'm suing the BBC for putting
words in my mouth - literally to put
words in my mouth,” Trump said
earlier Monday. “They had me saying
things that I never said coming out. I
guess they used Al or something. So
we’ll be bringing that lawsuit. A lot of
people are asking, when are you
bringing that lawsuit? Even the media
can’t believe that one day they
actually put terrible words in my
mouth.” The complaint does not
mention artificial intelligence.
— THE WASHINGTON POST

M23 militia to pull out of key DR Congo city at US request

GOMA: The M23 armed group
said yesterday it would withdraw
from the key city of Uvira in the
eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo at the request of Wash-
ington, which vowed “action”
over the “clear violation” of a
US-brokered peace accord.
The Rwanda-backed militia
seized the strategic city near the
border with Burundi last

Wednesday, days after the Con-
golese and Rwandan govern-
ments signed the peace deal in
Washington -- an agreement US
President Donald Trump had
hailed as a “great miracle”.

The M23’s advance has
thrown the future of the peace
process into doubt and raised
fears of a wider regional war.

Its capture of Uvira — a city

of several hundred thousand
people — allowed it to control
the land border with Burundi
and cut the DRC off from mil-
itary support from its neighbour.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said Saturday that Rwanda
had clearly violated the peace
agreement it signed with its
neighbour on December 4, and
vowed unspecified “action” in

response.

A day earlier, US ambassador
to the United Nations Mike Waltz
accused Rwanda of “leading the
region toward more instability
and toward war”.

Leader of the M23’s political
branch Corneille Nangaa
announced in a statement that
the group would “unilaterally
withdraw its forces from the city

of Uvira, as requested by the US
mediators”. The group called for
“adequate measures” to be put
in place to manage the city,
including “demilitarisation, pro-
tecting its population and infra-
structure, and monitoring the
ceasefire with a neutral force”.

It gave no details on the
implementation of the measures.
— AFP

Macron tells EU
leaders Mercosur
deal ‘doesn’t add
up’ for France

PARIS: President Emmanuel
Macron has reiterated to EU
leaders that a proposed trade
deal with Mercosur countries
doesn’t work for French agri-
culture, officials at the French
presidency said yesterday.

“The president made it
very clear to Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen and European Council
President Antonio Costa (late
Monday) that the deal doesn’t
add up in terms of protection
for French farmers,” an
Elysee official said, after the
EU leadership, backed by
Germany, insisted the deal
with the South American bloc
must be signed by the end of
the year.

European Commission
chief von der Leyen is
planning to go to Brazil on
Saturday to sign the
agreement which, after 20
years in the making, would
create the world’s biggest
free-trade area.

However, she first needs
approval from the EU’s
member states and heavy-
weight France has requested
a delay until 2026, consid-
ering its conditions not yet
met.

The deal would allow the
EU to export more vehicles,
machinery, wines and spirits
to Latin America, while facil-
itating the entry of South
American beef, sugar, rice,
honey and soybeans into
Europe.

Fearing fallout for its
agricultural sector, France
has been clamouring for
robust safeguard clauses,
tighter import controls and
more stringent standards for
Mercosur producers. — AFP

Singapore court
dismisses challenge
to mandatory

death penalty

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s
High Court dismissed
yesterday the first legal chal-
lenge in years to the city-
state’s mandatory death
penalty for certain drug
crimes, a blow for
campaigners in a year that has
seen executions peak.

Human rights activists and
relatives of three executed
drug convicts had petitioned
the court, arguing that the
mandatory death penalty vio-
lates parts of Singapore’s con-
stitution guaranteeing the
right to life and equal pro-
tection under the law. They
also said legislation restricts
judges from using their own
discretion in issuing sen-
tences, despite amendments
in 2012 that carved out some
exceptions.

Judge Hoo Sheau Peng
ruled that the petitioners
lacked legal standing, while
saying that “in any event, (the
case) is bound to fail on the
merits.”

The petitioners said in a
statement to AFP they were
disappointed by the ruling and
may appeal it. “We are sur-
prised that the judgement
came so quickly, as there were
a number of fresh and
nuanced arguments raised,”
they said. — AFP

UN warns 17 million risk food insecurity in Afghanistan

GENEVA: The number of people facing
acute food insecurity in Afghanistan
this winter is on the rise, and now
stands at more than 17 million, the
United Nations warned yesterday.

“The situation is getting worse,
and we need to act now as Afghan-
istan is entering the winter period
where needs are highest,” said Jean-
Martin Bauer, director of food security
and nutrition analysis at the UN’s
World Food Programme.

More than 17 million people are
facing acute food insecurity: “three
million more than last year”, he told a
press briefing in Geneva. Furthermore,

“there are almost four million children
in a situation of acute malnutrition”, he
said. Speaking from WFP’s Rome head-
quarters, Bauer said the situation was
down to a combination of factors,
including drought affecting crops and
livestock, earthquakes that have
plunged many families into poverty,
and cuts in international aid.

Added to this, the forced return of
more than 2.5 million Afghans from
Iran and Pakistan this year “is putting
stress on very limited resources” and
the “very limited infrastructure in the
country”.

WEP expects a similar number of

people to return to Afghanistan in 2026.

The organisation currently has
only 12 percent of the funds needed
for its programmes in the country.
Bauer indicated that due to lack of
money, WFP is unable to undertake
its usual winter preparations, such as
pre-positioning food resources in vul-
nerable communities.

He urged donors to step forward
to avert “the most extreme impact” in
Afghanistan.

“What we need is $570 million over
the next six months to provide essential
assistance to about six million people
in Afghanistan,” he said. — AFP

Benin jails around 30 people

over foiled coup attempt
COTONOU: Benin jailed yesterday around 30
people, most of them soldiers, accused of links
to a thwarted coup attempt this month, legal
sources told AFP, while several mutineers are
still on the run.

Soldiers appeared on national television
on December 7 to announce President Patrice
Talon had been deposed but the attempted
putsch was swiftly defeated by loyalist army
forces with the help of the Nigerian air force
and French special forces.

Several people were killed and the alleged
coup leader lieutenant-colonel Pascal Tigri
and other mutinous soldiers remain on the run.
— AFP

Russia labels German broadcaster Deutsche Welle ‘undesirable’

MOSCOW: Russia has labelled
German broadcaster Deutsche
Welle an “undesirable” organ-
isation, a justice ministry
register showed Tuesday,
amid Russia-Germany
tensions over Ukraine and
allegations of Moscow’s inter-
ference in Germany.
Deutsche Welle (DW),
which has a Russian-language

service but closed its Moscow
bureau in 2022, appears on the
Russian justice ministry’s list of
“undesirable organisations”
seen by AFP.

The broadcaster had
already been declared a
“foreign agent”, both labels
used against critics of Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin and Rus-
sia’s policies.

Since Russia launched its
assault of Ukraine in February
2022, the country’s justice min-
istry has banned dozens of
groups critical of the Kremlin
or Moscow’s conduct in the war.

The “undesirable organi-
sation” label makes anyone who
works with a group or donates
money to them liable to prose-
cution in Russia. —AFP

Reparations for Ukraine: New European body set up

THE HAGUE: Top European
officials including President
Volodymyr Zelensky agreed
yesterday to set up an interna-
tional body to decide on tens of
billions of euros of eventual
reparations to compensate
Ukraine over Russia's invasion.

The International Claims

Commission for Ukraine,
signed by 35 countries, will
assess and decide on claims for
reparations, including any
amount to be paid out.

"We expect that every mech-
anism for compensation... will
start and receive strong and suf-
ficient international support so

that people can truly feel that any
kind of damage caused by the
war can be compensated," Zel-
ensky told delegates.

"This war and Russia's
responsibility for it must become
a clear example so that others
learn not to choose aggression,”
added the president. — AFP

Defence of Europe’s eastern flank
an ‘immediate’ priority: EU leaders

HELSINKI: Defending Europe’s
eastern flank should be an
“immediate” priority for the
European Union in the face of
the threat posed by Russia,
eight EU leaders meeting in
Helsinki said yesterday.

“Russia remains a threat
today, tomorrow and in the
foreseeable future for the
whole of Europe,” Finnish
Prime Minister Petteri Orpo
told reporters following the
first Eastern Flank Summit
gathering the leaders of Bul-
garia, Estonia, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania
and Sweden.

“Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine and its reper-
cussions constitute a profound
and enduring threat to

European security and sta-
bility,” a final declaration
signed by the leaders stated.
“The situation calls for an
immediate prioritisation of the
EU’s eastern flank through a
coordinated and multi-domain
operational approach,” it said.
That includes “ground
combat capabilities, drone
defence, air and missile defence,
border and critical infrastructure
protection, military mobility and
counter mobility”, they said.
Europe’s Eastern Flank is a
common responsibility and
“must be defended with
urgency, leadership and
resolve,” they said.
The efforts should be coor-
dinated with NATO, they
added. —AFP

Serbian President blames ‘witch

Honduras police disperse

Plane crashes in Mexico

Aerial view of emergency services working to extinguish a fire caused by
the crash of a Cessna Citation aircraft that struck an industrial warehouse in
the Santa Maria Totoltepec neighborhood near Toluca International Airport
in Mexico state yesterday. A small plane crashed shortly before reaching the
airport in the central Mexican city of Toluca, killing at least four people, local
Red Cross and authorities said. (AFP)

hunt’ for ditched Kushner hotel plan

BELGRADE: Plans to build a hotel
on the site of Belgrade’s bombed-
out Yugoslav army headquarters
have been dumped, the country’s
President said yesterday, blaming
a “witch hunt” for scaring away
the investment firm linked to
Donald Trump’s son-in-law.
Affinity Partners, a Miami-
based firm associated with Jared
Kushner (pictured), confirmed to
AFP that it is pulling out of the
planned project, which has been
mired in corruption allegations
and public opposition for months.
“Because meaningful projects
should unite rather than divide,
and out of respect for the people
of Serbia and the City of Belgrade,
we are withdrawing our appli-
cation and stepping aside at this
time,” the statement, first reported

in the Wall Street Journal, said.

The announcement came
after Serbian Culture Minister
Nikola Selakovic and three
others were indicted over
alleged abuse of office and
forgery of an official document
that had allowed the removal of
the site’s “cultural-heritage
status”. — AFP

election protest, injuring eight

TEGUCIGALPA: At least eight people were injured
yesterday when police broke up a demonstration
by leftist protesters demanding release of final
results from Honduras’s election, authorities said.

Outgoing President Xiomara Castro con-
demned the operation in which protesters from
her party were removed from a camp set up in
front of the National Electoral Council building.

Images shared on social media showed a man
with a bloodied face, as well as tents, mattresses,
and other objects scattered on the ground.

Tegucigalpa Mayor Jorge Aldana told AFP
that eight people had been injured but were
recovering. “They treated us like criminals,”
Aldana said.

The Central American country has not yet
certified results from the November 30 election
in which Nasry Asfura, a 67-year-old right-
wing businessman backed by US President
Donald Trump, holds a razor-thin lead over
Salvador Nasralla, a 72-year-old fellow con-
servative. — AFP
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