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Azaro strike powers Morocco past Syria to semi-finals
Chinthana Wasala 
The Peninsula

Doha: Morocco booked a place in the FIFA 
Arab Cup Qatar 2025 semi-finals after a 
hard-fought 1-0 victory over Syria at the 
Khalifa International Stadium yesterday.

Substitute Walid Azaro was the hero for 
the Atlas Lions, scoring in the 79th minute 
and later being named Player of the Match.

Picking up a pass from Sabir Bougrine, 
Morocco’s Mounir Chouiar struck from 
outside the box, but the ball was pushed 
away low to the left by Syrian goalkeeper 
Elias Hadaya. Azaro was well placed and 
reacted quickly to the rebound, firing from 
the centre of the area into the middle of the 
net to finally break the deadlock.

The victory booked Morocco a place in 
the Arab Cup semi-finals for a third occasion 
in the tournament’s history, and coach Tarik 
Sektioui praised his players’ reaction and 
tactical discipline which contributed to their 
success in Qatar this time.

“We are grateful to the players. The key 
in the second half was to keep possession 
better and reduce our technical mistakes,” 
Sektioui said.

“We also had to manage the gaps 
between the lines and exploit the flanks, 
because the opposition sets up in a compact 
defensive block. We needed to use the wings 
better, and that is exactly what the players 
did.”

Syria, who battled through the qualifiers 
to reach the group stage before making it to 
the quarter-finals, once again showed 
resilience.

They matched Morocco in terms of ball 
possession for most of the encounter and 
gave the North Africans little chance to shine.

Hadaya was particularly impressive, 
making seven crucial saves throughout the 
match.

The Norway-based goalkeeper tipped 
an early strike from Amin Zahzouh over the 
bar before Morocco were forced into an 
early change when one of their key players, 
Tarik Tissoudali, went off injured.

After the interval, Morocco increased 
the pressure, seeking an opener and keeping 
Hadaya busy.

Hadaya was forced to make several 
crucial saves in the later part of the match, 
including efforts by Oussama Tannane, 
Karim El Berkaoui and Marwane Saddane.

The breakthrough finally arrived 
through Azaro’s quick reaction as Morocco 
took control of the match.

Morocco were forced to endure a tense 
finish after substitute midfielder 
Mohammed Moufid, introduced in the 
87th minute, was sent off in the first 
minute of second-half stoppage time.

Despite the setback, the Atlas 
Lions defended well through eight 
minutes of added time to maintain 
their narrow advantage.

Syrian star Omar Khribin 
expressed pride in his team’s 
campaign.

“That is football.. Honestly, I 
think what we have achieved is 
something to be proud of,” Khribin 
said. 

“We would have preferred to 
continue in the tournament, but 
that is football, you are playing 
against a very strong team. Thank 
God, and we promise the Syrian fans 
that the future will be even better.”

Morocco will face the winner of 
today’s quarter-final clash between 
Algeria and the UAE.

QOC President attends Olympic Summit in Lausanne
Senior Vice President of the Association of National Olympic Committees (ANOC) and President of the Qatar Olympic Committee 
H E Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani yesterday took part in the 14th Olympic Summit at Olympic House in Lausanne, joining key leaders 
of the Olympic Movement. The Summit, chaired by IOC President Kirsty Coventry, discussed final preparations for Milano Cortina 2026, 
Dakar 2026 and Los Angeles 2028, along with outcomes of the IOC’s 'Fit for the Future' consultation. H E Sheikh Joaan’s participation 
highlighted Qatar’s active role in supporting the Olympic Movement and contributing to future global sport development initiatives.

Sheikh Joaan meets FIBA Secretary General 
Senior Vice President of the Association of National Olympic Committees 
(ANOC) and President of the Qatar Olympic Committee H E Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani yesterday met International Basketball 
Federation (FIBA) Secretary General Andreas Zagklis at the federation’s 
headquarters in Mies, Switzerland where the two officials reviewed 
preparations for the FIBA Basketball World Cup 2027 and discussed 
cooperation to deliver a top-level tournament. H E Sheikh Joaan 
also toured the FIBA Museum and viewed its historical collections.

Saudi Arabia edge Palestine in extra-time thriller
Kanno’s 
115th-minute 
header seals 2-1 
win and a place in 
the FIFA Arab Cup 
semi-finals

FAWAD HUSSAIN 
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Mohamed Kanno struck 
in the 115th minute to seal a 2-1 
extra-time victory for Saudi 
Arabia over Palestine, sending 
the Green Falcons into the FIFA 
Arab Cup semi-finals at Lusail 
Stadium last night.

Feras Albrikan 
had opened the 
scoring from the 
penalty spot in 
the 58th minute, 
before Oday 
Dabbagh equalised 
six minutes later, 
pushing the thrilling quarter-
final into extra-time in front 
of more than 77,000 fans 
in a mixed-support 
crowd.

Kanno delivered the 
decisive moment, rising 
to meet a precise cross 
from captain Salem Al 
Dawsari - who had also 
won the earlier penalty - 
as Herve Renard’s side 
stayed firmly on course in 
their title pursuit.

“We weren’t at our usual 
level, but the most important 
thing is the win and reaching the 
semi-finals. We look forward to 

continuing our journey success-
fully, and our goal is the title,” 
said Kanno after steering his 
side to victory.

The Green Falcons will now 
face the winner of today’s 
quarter-final between Iraq and 

Jordan in Monday’s 
semi-final.

Despite the defeat, 
Ihab Abu Jazar’s Pal-

estine exited the tour-
n a m e n t  w i t h 

immense pride. 
They reached 

t h e  f i n a l s 

through qualifiers - beating 
Libya - before topping a group 
that included Asian cham-
pions and hosts Qatar, last 
edition’s runners-up Tunisia 
and Syria.

The Lions of Canaan fought 
bravely throughout the contest 
and pushed Saudi Arabia to the 
limit in a gripping clash.

Action remained largely in 
the middle of the park early on, 
with both teams vying for 
control.

Al Dawsari, returning after 
being rested against Morocco, 

made the first attempt in the 
10th minute, but his shot was 
deflected by Michael Termanini 
for a corner.

Musab Battat led the 
defensive effort for Palestine, 
repeatedly intercepting Saudi 
attacks in the final third.

Hamed Hamdan tested the 
opposition from distance with 
a powerful effort over the bar, 
while Ali Majrashi’s long-range 
attempt also sailed high, as 
clear-cut chances went begging.

Despite controlling pos-
session, Saudi Arabia were 

repeatedly frustrated by res-
olute defending.

The deadlock continued 
when Hamdan made a crucial 
clearance, hitting away a cross 
from Al Dawsari that had 
slipped from goalkeeper 
Hamada Rami and was heading 
for an unmarked Albrikan.

Palestine started the second 
half strongly, winning back-to-
back set-pieces. Saudi Arabia 
responded when Al Dawsari 
surged down the left, brilliantly 
sprinting past defenders before 
being brought down by 
Mohammed Saleh.

The referee immediately 
pointed to the spot, and Albrikan 
calmly converted with a low 
strike to the left, sending Rami 
the wrong way.

Palestine quickly equalised 
through Ameed Sawafta’s assist 
to Dabbagh, who slotted home 
from the centre of the box.

Majrashi came close to 
restoring the lead with a strike 
that rattled the crossbar, while 
Rami denied Al Dawsari’s close-
range header. Dabbagh also 
went close as both sides 
searched for a winner.

In stoppage time, Kanno’s 
potential winner was ruled 
offside, and Palestine were for-
tunate when VAR cleared Saleh 
for an apparent handball in the 
final moments before extra time.

The extra time saw a flurry of 
chances at both ends, with Saudi 
Arabia piling on pressure late in 
the second half. Kanno finally 
delivered the decisive blow, rising 
to head home from close range 
and break Palestinian hearts.

Saudi Arabia players celebrate. PIC: SAUDINT

Saudi Arabia's Mohamed 
Kanno celebrates after 

scoring the winner.

Morocco's Walid Azaro celebrates with teammates.
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Jordan look to extend perfect run against Iraq
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Jordan will look to 
maintain their flawless 
momentum when they face 
regional rivals Iraq in a highly 
anticipated FIFA Arab Cup 
quarter-final at Education City 
Stadium today. 

The Nashama have been 
one of the standout teams of the 
tournament, sweeping through 
a challenging Group C with vic-
tories over the UAE, Kuwait and 
Egypt to finish as group winners.

Head coach Jamal Sellami 
said meetings between the two 
nations always carry “a special 
character,” especially on Qatari 
soil and in a tournament that 
has drawn strong crowds and 
high praise for  i ts 
organisation.

“This is a very important 
match for us,” Sellami said in 
the pre-match press 
conference. 

“Now we enter a new 
knockout competition. We have 
a great ambition to win, and this 
requires greater focus, effec-
tiveness, and a character above 
the ordinary because the 
opponent is strong. We must be 
at a high level and serious in 
order to qualify for the next 
matches, The Iraqi team has 
players who pose a danger at 
any moment when we lose 
focus.”

Sellami said Jordan’s perfect 
group-stage run has added 
belief and maturity within the 
squad.

“We achieved positive 
results in the first round, we 
gained character and improved 
performance, and all our 
players gained competitive 
experience,” he said. 

“I told the players the 
knockout stage has other con-
siderations. If we want to win, 
we must maintain the same 
mentality and continue the level 
we showed.”

Goalkeeper Nour Bani Attiah 
echoed his coach’s confidence.

“We played three very 
important matches. We com-
pleted one leg, and now we have 
a bigger and more important 
one ahead of us,” he said. 

“The Iraqi team is a great 
team, and Jordan are ready to 
deliver a great match and 
achieve the goal.”

Iraq, who finished runners-
up in Group D behind defending 
champions Algeria after wins 
over Bahrain and Sudan, are 
bracing for what head coach 

Graham Arnold called a “dif-
ficult and demanding” knockout 
test.

“Jordan impressed everyone 
with three wins, and they are 

strong contenders for the title,” 
Arnold said. 

“We need full physical and 
mental readiness to reach the 
semi-finals.”

He confirmed striker 
Mohanad Ali may be fit to 
return, while goalkeeper Jalal 
Hassan is ruled out and mid-
fielder Hussein Ali is suspended 
following his red card against 
Algeria.

“We will choose the best 11 
based on fitness and focus,” 
Arnold said. “Despite the 
absences, I have full confidence 
in my players.”

Defender Saad Natiq added: 
“We know the challenge is 
tough for both sides, but we 
trust our group. We are ready 
and determined to advance.”

Jordan impressed 
everyone with three 
wins, and they are strong 
contenders for the title. 
We need full physical 
and mental readiness to 
reach the semi-finals.
Graham Arnold
Iraq coach

FIFA Arab Cup Qatar 2025 Observation Programme gets underway
The Peninsula

Doha: The FIFA  Arab Cup 
Qatar 2025 Observation 
Programme is underway in 
Qatar, bringing together 55 
representatives from football 
associations from across the 
world for five days of 
knowledge sharing and 
hands-on experience. 

The initiative is organised by 
the tournament Local Organ-
ising Committee (LOC) and the 
Qatar Football Association, as 
part of ongoing efforts to share 
key learnings and insights from 
Qatar’s extensive experience in 
hosting mega-sporting events.

Participants in the pro-
gramme will gain first-hand 
learnings from LOC operational 
teams across multiple functional 
areas, ranging from ticketing to 
medical, security and marketing 
rights delivery. This will include 
visits to key tournament sites, 
including stadiums, training 
sites, the Main Media Centre and 
accreditation centre. 

“We created this pro-
gramme because federations 

worldwide have been eager to 
learn from Qatar’s success in 
hosting world-class events. Our 
achievements in sports and 
entertainment have made us a 
global reference point, and 
we’re proud of that. Qatar con-
sistently pushes boundaries to 
deliver exceptional experiences 
for fans and athletes alike. 
Sharing our expertise with 
industry partners is central to 
our commitment to building a 
legacy that extends far beyond 
any single event, creating sus-
tainable impact across sectors,” 
said Jassim Al Jassim, CEO, LOC. 

Since hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, which 
was regarded as the best edition 
of the tournament in its history, 
Qatar has hosted a number of 
major sporting events including 
the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023. 

Most recently, Qatar hosted 
the first 48-team FIFA U-17 
World Cup, introducing a 
unique centralised hosting 
format that saw 104 matches 
played at a single venue. 

In addition, Qatar is hosting 
the final three matches of the 

FIFA Intercontinental Cup Qatar 
2025 during the rest days of the 
ongoing FIFA Arab Cup Qatar 
2025, showcasing the country’s 
exceptional organisational 
capabilities and the interna-
tional football community’s 
trust in its ability to deliver 
w o r l d - c l a s s  f o o t b a l l 
tournaments.

Taking part in the pro-
gramme is Natasha Al Naber, 
Competitions Officer, West 
Asian Football Federation: “It’s 

great to be in Qatar and be part 
of this knowledge-sharing 
opportunity. Qatar has success-
fully hosted a number of tour-
naments, especially the World 
Cup in 2022, which is one of the 
most impressive editions to 
date. By working with the 
organising committee in Qatar, 
we are able to better understand 
the various operational aspects 
involved in tournaments and 
how multiple stakeholders work 
together to deliver the event.”

For Norman Gwangwadza, 
Head of Finance and Adminis-
tration, Zimbabwe Football 
Association, Qatar’s capabilities 
in hosting multiple sporting 
events at the same time have 
made it a leading global sports 
destination: “Qatar has proven 
to be excellent hosts yet again, 
with the delivery of the U-17 
World Cup and the Arab Cup. 
Through this programme, I have 
learned that planning is key for 
delivering major tournaments, 
especially in areas of pro-
curement, transportation and 
resource management.”

Edna Nisola, Media and 
Marketing Committee Member, 
Northern Mariana Islands 
Football Association, says the 
programme has provided her 
with a fresh perspective on 
strategies to enhancing fan 
experiences: “It is an exciting 
time to be in Qatar. We are in 
the middle of a busy football 
season in the country. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn 
about what goes on behind the 
scenes when delivering a mega-
sporting event.”

U-23 Gulf Cup: Qatar, Saudi Arabia share points
The Peninsula

Doha: Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia played out a 1-1 
draw in their final Group A 
fixture of the AGCFF 
Under-23 Gulf Cup at 
Aspire Academy yesterday, 
with both sides already 
assured of a place in the 
semi-finals.

Qatar struck first 
through Mustafa Al Sayed 
in the 24th minute after a 
composed attacking move, 
giving the home side a 
deserved lead. Saudi Arabia 
pressed for an equaliser for 
long periods and were 
rewarded late on when 
Thamer Al Khaibari lev-
elled in the 85th minute to 
keep his side unbeaten in 
the group.

The result means Saudi Arabia 
finish as Group A winners with seven 
points from three matches, ahead of 
Qatar on goal difference, with the 
hosts also collecting seven points 
from two wins and today’s draw. 
Both teams had sealed qualification 
to the last four after the second 
round, which allowed their coaches 
to manage minutes and make 
changes while still maintaining a 
competitive edge.

Qatar opened their campaign 
with an impressive 3-0 victory over 

Kuwait before edging Bahrain 1-0 in 
their second outing to book a semi-
final ticket with a match to spare. The 
young Qataris again showed good 
organisation and fighting spirit 
against a strong Saudi side, using the 
match to fine-tune their preparations 
for the knock-out stage.

Saudi Arabia underlined their 
strength with a powerful start to the 
tournament, defeating Bahrain 5-0 
in their opener and following up 
with a 1-0 win over Kuwait. Their 
late equaliser against Qatar pre-
served top spot and maintained 

momentum heading into the semis.
Earlier, in the second match of 

the group, Kuwait defeated Bahrain 
2-1. Ahmed Boodai opened the 
scoring for Kuwait in the 15th minute, 
before Montaser Suleiman doubled 
the lead from the penalty spot in the 
31st minute. Bahrain replied through 
Ali Al Dosari in the 67th minute but 
could not complete the comeback.

Kuwait finished their campaign 
in third place with three points, while 
Bahrain exited the tournament 
without a point after three straight 
defeats.

Jordan coach 
Jamal Sellami.

Jordan players during a training session.

Iraq players assemble ahead 
of their training session. 

As many as 55 representatives from football 
associations are taking part in the programme. 

Qatar players celebrate a goal yesterday.

Morocco include 
injured captain 
Hakimi in squad
Johannesburg: Morocco 
included injured captain 
Achraf Hakimi (pictured) in 
a 26-man squad named 
yesterday for the 2025 Africa 
Cup of Nations.

The 27-year-old full-back 
sprained his ankle after being 
fouled playing for Paris Saint-
Germain against Bayern 
Munich last month in the 
UEFA Champions League.

Speaking after the 2026 
World Cup draw in Wash-
ington last Friday, head coach 
Walid Regragui said: “We 
hope he (Hakimi) will be 
available for our first match 
against the Comoros.”

Hosts Morocco face the 
Comorans on December 21 in 
Rabat in the opening match 
of the biennial African 
football showpiece.

Referring to recently 
crowned 2025 African player 
of the year Hakimi, Regragui 
added: “He is doing better. He 
is improving. He wants to be 
here (Morocco). He is our 
leader, our captain.” 

Morocco are in Group A 
with the Comoros, Mali and 
Zambia. Group winners and 
runners-up qualify automat-
ically for the knockout phase, 
along with the best four of the 
six third-placed teams. 

Other Atlas Lions stars, 
including goalkeeper 
Yassine Bounou, Man-
chester United full-back 
Noussair Mazraoui, mid-
fielder Sofyan Amrabat and 
striker Youssef En-Nesyri, 
have been selected.

Morocco are seeking to 
win the AFCON a second 
time. They drew with Guinea 
in 1976 in Ethiopia to finish 
first in a tournament con-
sisting only of mini-leagues.

Only three of the 13 
AFCON hosts this century -- 
Tunisia, Egypt and the Ivory 
Coast -- have been crowned 
champions. — AFP 

Ex-United star Lingard 
scores on tearful 
farewell to South Korea
Seoul: Former Manchester United and England 
star Jesse Lingard signed off with a goal in his final 
game for FC Seoul before bidding a tearful farewell 
to South Korean football after two seasons.

The 32-year-old former England international 
scored the opener in Seoul’s 1-1 draw at home to 
Melbourne City in the AFC Champions League on 
Wednesday night, having announced days before 
it would be his last appearance for the club.

Lingard, who made 60 appearances for FC 
Seoul, broke down in tears after the match as he 
watched a video on the big screen which paid 
tribute to “Our beloved captain”.

“Your name and legacy will always be remem-
bered in the history of our club,” it said. “Seoul will 
always be your home. Thank you, our captain.” 

Lingard, who joined the club in February last 
year, addressed and applauded the home fans 
before hugging his team-mates during a lap of 
honour.

He said on the eve of the game that he had 
spent “a happy two years” in South Korea.

“I’ve learned a lot, I’ve become more mature, 
I’ve had a lot of responsibility this year being 
captain,” said the attacking midfielder, who played 
32 times for England, including in the 2018 World 
Cup semi-final.

Lingard coolly slotted home in the 31st minute 
to put Seoul in front and celebrated with a Michael 
Jackson-style moonwalk.

Melbourne equalised midway through the 
second half. — AFP



FAWAD HUSSAIN  
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: With Algeria aiming to 
continue their title-defence 
march, the United Arab Emirates 
come in brimming with confi-
dence for their FIFA Arab Cup 
quarter-final clash against the 
defending champions at Al Bayt 
Stadium tonight.

Madjid Bougherra’s Algeria 
topped Group D after an unbeaten 
run, beating Bahrain and Iraq and 
showing sharp improvement 
after being held by Sudan in their 
opening match. 

The North Africans have been 
holding training sessions since 
Wednesday following their 
victory over Iraq. Bougherra said 
there will be a few absences in 
the match but hoped the team 
will overcome the challenge.

“We know how to deal with 
our problems and have the solu-
tions,” the Algerian coach said on 
the eve of the quarter-final.

“We are aiming at giving our 
best and delivering the per-
formance needed to continue our 
progress in the tournament,” he 
said.

Veteran Yacine Brahimi, Red-
ouane Berkane, Adil Boulbina and 
Achref Abada have been phe-
nomenal in the tournament with 
the team scoring seven goals in 
the group stage, and the coach 
hoped his players will continue 
their good form in the knockout 
stage.

“I am proud of our players. 
There are good levels in all areas 
of the game, including midfield, 

defense, and possession. We must 
be present and ready for tomor-
row’s match. Currently all our 
focus is on the match and on this 
tournament,” he said.

Algerian midfielder Victor 
Lekhal stressed the importance 
of presence of mind and complete 
readiness of players.

“The tournament matches 
have a fast-paced competitive 
character, and the important 

thing is to be present in terms of 
recovery. We are ready and pre-
pared to play at our best,” he said.

‘There is no fear’: UAE coach

Algeria – ranked 35th in the 
world – have been tipped to 
qualify for the semi-finals against 
the UAE, placed 32 places lower 
than their North African 
counterparts.

But UAE coach Cosmin Olaroiu 
expressed confidence in his players 
after a strong 
performance 
in the 
g r o u p 
stage.

A f t e r 
losing to 
Jordan, the 
UAE bounced back in the tour-
nament, drawing against Egypt 
and beating Kuwait to advance 
from a tough Group D.

“There is no fear in 
our ranks. We have 
played against teams like 
Jordan and Egypt,” said 
Olaroiu.

“Yes, it’s a great challenge and 
we are motivated and confident 
of doing well.”

The UAE coach added that 
playing in front of thousands of 
fans is a valuable experience for 
his side.

“We have young players 
whom we have given the oppor-
tunity to participate in this tour-
nament, to get to know its atmos-
phere and benefit from its expe-
riences,” he said.

UAE goalkeeper Hamad 
Al-Muqbali  added:  “Our 
national team players gave 
their all and did not fall short. 
From the beginning, our goal 
was clear, which is to advance 
to the next round, and we 
must continue our steps with 
greater efforts.”

The match will kick off at 
8:30pm.
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In-form Algeria set for confident UAE in quarter-final

UAE players gear up for the quarter-final clash.

Algeria coach Madjid Bougherra

UAE coach Cosmin Olaroiu 

Algeria's 
Yacine 
Brahimi 
during a 
training 
session.

De Kock stars 
as Proteas win 
big to level 
India T20 series
Chandigarh: Opener 
Quinton de Kock hit a 46-ball 
90 to set up South Africa’s 
convincing 51-run win over 
India in the second T20 
international and level the 
series yesterday.

De Kock’s knock laced 
with five fours and seven 
sixes powered South Africa 
to 213-4 after being invited 
to bat first on the outskirts of 
Chandigarh.

South Africa bowled out 
India for 162 in 19.1 overs 
despite Tilak Varma’s valiant 
62 off 34 balls as the visitors 
pulled one back after they 
lost the opener of the five-
match series.

Medium-pace bowler 
Ottneil Baartman stood out 
with figures of 4-24.

The left-handed de Kock 
set the tone for the big win 
after he put on 83 runs for 
the second wicket with 
skipper Aiden Markram, who 
made 29.

Spinner Varun Chakra-
varthy bowled opener 
Reezea Hendricks for eight 
on his first ball and later 
dimissed Markram after 
being hit for two sixes by the 
captain.

De Kock, who turns 33 on 
Wednesday, looked in 
control from the start as he 
hit left-arm quick Arshdeep 
Singh for two sixes in the 
bowlers’ first two overs.

The wicketkeeper-batter 
raised his 17th T20 half-
century with a four off 
Hardik Pandya but missed 
out on his ton after being run 
out by his opposite number 
Jitesh Sharma.

Axar Patel removed 
Dewald Brevis for 14 before 
David Miller unleashed his 
fury with four boundaries off 
Jasprit Bumrah in a 15-run 
over and made an unbeaten 
20.

Donovan Ferreira fin-
ished with a flourish in his 
unbeaten 30 as he hit 
Bumrah for two sixes in the 
20th over.

BRIEF SCORES
South Africa 213 for 4 (de 

Kock 90, Ferreira 30*, Varun 
2-29) beat India 162 (Tilak 
62, Baartman 4-24, Jaansen 
2-25, Ngidi 2-26, Sipamla 
2-46) by 51 runs. — AFP  

Tiding storms home to land Al Shaqab Cup at Al Rayyan
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Tiding produced a 
dazzling late surge to claim the 
Al Shaqab Cup, a Thor-
oughbred Handicap (70–90) 
over 2200m, at Al Rayyan 
Racecourse yesterday. 

The 4-year-old chestnut 
colt, representing Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman Rashid Al-Thani, 
trained by Gassim Al Ghazali 
and ridden by Alberto Sanna, 
came from last to win by 3½ 
lengths in a field of 14.

Held up at the rear for most 
of the race, Tiding waited 
patiently as Sussex set the early 
pace, chased by Warming and 
Blazing Sunset. 

Entering the home straight, 
he unleashed a devastating 
turn of foot, sweeping past the 
field with ease. 

Leopards Park under Louis 
Nomis finished second, 

3-lengths ahead of Mia Man in 
third. 

Rashid Saed Adiba, Head of 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club Racing Operations Section, 
awarded the winners.

Earlier in the day, Aktolgali 
with Jefferson Smith won 
Purebred Arabian Handicap (45-
65), Al Jaish under Faleh Bugh-
enaim claimed the Local Thor-
oughbred Maiden Plate, and 

Chakib with Salman Fahad Al-
Hajri took the Local Purebred 
Arabian Handicap. Jeb’ran Al 
Shahania prevailed in the 
Purebred Arabian Maiden Rated 
Plate, Mai Dubai with Maikon De 

Souza edged a thrilling 1400m 
Thoroughbred Handicap, and 
Aneed Al Shahania under Lukas 
Delozier dominated the Local 
Purebred Arabian Conditions 
over 2200m.

Head of Racing Operations at QREC Rashid Saed Adiba presented the trophies to 
the winners. RIGHT: Tiding and jockey Alberto Sanna on their way to win the  
Al Shaqab Cup. PICTURES: JUHAIM/QREC

Johnson’s Grand Slam 
Track files for bankruptcy 
Los Angeles: Michael Johnson’s troubled 
Grand Slam Track athletics circuit filed for 
bankruptcy protection yesterday, saying the 
move was necessary to stabilize finances after 
a crisis-hit inaugural season.

US Olympic legend Johnson launched Grand 
Slam Track earlier this year with the bold goal 
of transforming athletics, promising a concen-
trated format featuring more frequent head-
to-head races between the world’s best 
athletes.

However the circuit stalled amid financing 
issues, with Johnson forced to cancel the fourth 
and final leg of the circuit in Los Angeles fol-
lowing meets in Kingston, Miami and 
Philadelphia.

Johnson said in August the circuit would 
not take place in 2026 as planned until athletes 
waiting to receive prize money for competing 
in 2025 had been paid.

In a statement yesterday, Grand Slam Track 
said the circuit had filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection in the US state of Delaware 
in order to “position the league for sustainable 
long-term growth.” 

“GST intends to utilize the Chapter 11 
process to stabilize its finances, implement a 
more efficient cost and operating model, and 
position GST for long-term success,” the 
statement said.

Johnson insisted in the statement that he 
had not abandoned his dream of a viable 
version of the circuit.

“Grand Slam Track was founded to create 
a professional platform that reflects the talent 
and dedication of this sport’s athletes,” Johnson 
said.

“While GST has faced significant challenges 
that have caused frustrations for many -- 
myself included -- I refuse to give up on the 
mission of Grand Slam Track and the future we 
are building together.” — AFP  

THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: The ninth round of 
the Qatar Equestrian Tour 
(Longines Hathab) kicked off 
at the Longines Arena in Al 
Shaqab yesterday. 

The three-day event 
began with the Amateur 
Tour, featuring 100 cm 
jumps. 

Layan Sultan Al Thani 
claimed the title on Dino Bb 
Z in 16.35 seconds, followed 
by Mariam Abdulkarim 
Abdul on Beyonce (17.43) 
and Adel Khalil Abdulrazaq 
on Phoenix (17.51). Awards 
were presented by Saeed 
Hamad Al Rashdi, Deputy 
Director of the Longines 
Hathab Championship.

The Silver Tour, con-
tested over 130 cm jumps, 
saw Khalid Al Hadi take the 
top spot on Carlton in 28.84 
seconds. Mohammed 
Abdullah Jumaa on Viahibe 
(28.89) and Hussein Saeed 
Haidan on Sausido (29.89) 
completed the podium. 

Winners received their 
awards from Ali bin Yousef 
Al Rumaihi, Board member 
of the Qatar Equestrian 
Federation.

Layan Sultan Al Thani claimed the Amateur title on Dino Bb Z. 

The podium 
winners of the 
Amateur Tour with 
Longines Hathab 
Deputy Director 
Saeed Hamad Al 
Rashdi.

Qatar Equestrian Federation Board 
member Ali bin Yousef Al Rumaihi 
presented the trophies to the Silver 
Tour winners.

Layan and Khalid shine at Hathab
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