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Nations laud Qatar and US efforts in Rwanda-DR Congo peace agreement
Riyadh: The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia has praised the diplomatic 
efforts and constructive role 
played by the State of Qatar and 
the United States of America in 
facilitating the signing of a peace 
agreement between the Republic 
of Rwanda and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the Ministry expressed 
Saudi Arabia’s hope that the 
agreement will fulfill the aspi-
rations of both nations for 
development and prosperity, 
and contribute to enhancing 
regional and international peace 

and security.
The Democratic Republic of 

the Congo and Rwanda signed 
the peace agreement in Wash-
ington, DC, raising hopes for an 

end to the conflict that has 
claimed thousands of lives and 
displaced hundreds of thousands 
since the beginning of this year.

US Secretary of State Marco 

Rubio hosted the foreign min-
isters of both countries at the US 
Department of State for the 
official signing, following the 
initialing of the draft agreement 

on June 18 in Washington. The 
signing came after three days of 
constructive, purposeful, and 
candid dialogue. 

The State of Kuwait also 
praised the efforts of both the 
State of Qatar and the United 
States of America in reaching 
an agreement to achieve sus-
tainable peace. In a statement, 
the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs expressed appreciation 
for Qatar and the US for having 
facilitated the peace talks that 
led to reaching this agreement.

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) also expressed its appre-
ciation for the tireless efforts 

made by Qatar and the United 
States to sign the peace 
agreement.

In a statement carried by the 
Emirati news agency yesterday, 
Sheikh Shakhbout bin Nahyan 
Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of 
State, praised the tireless efforts 
of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani, and President 
of the United States H E Donald 
Trump in achieving this positive 
and constructive achievement. 
He stressed that the agreement 
reflects the strong will and com-
mitment of both parties to 
peaceful solutions and dialogue. 
— QNA P3

Qatar strengthens role of private sector in recycling efforts
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH  
The Peninsula

DOHA: Qatar is set to signifi-
cantly expand its waste 
management capabilities and 
deepen its engagement with the 
private sector, according to Eng 
Hamad Jassim Al-Bahr, Director 
of Waste Recycling and 
Treatment at the Ministry of 
Municipality. 

Speaking to The Peninsula, 
Al-Bahr outlined ambitious 
plans to enhance the country’s 
solid waste infrastructure and 
advance its sustainability 
goals.

As part of this vision, the 
Ministry of Municipality is pre-
paring to expand the Domestic 
Solid Waste Management 
Center in Mesaieed. “The 

expanded facility will be 
capable of processing up to 
3,000 tonnes of municipal and 
solid waste per day, in addition 
to the current capacity of 
2,300 tonnes per day,” said 
Al-Bahr. 

He said that the expansion 
project will be offered as an 
investment opportunity to the 
private sector, with tenders 
expected to be announced by 
the end of 2026 or early 2027.

“Our future direction is 
focused on enhancing partner-
ships with the private sector by 
transferring a number of key 
services currently managed by 
the ministry,” he stated.

“Among the responsibil-
ities that have already been 
outsourced are the operation 
of waste treatment stations, 

the rehabilitation of landfills, 
the development of a new 
engineered landfill, and the 
management of the Mesaieed 
treatment center. Several 
additional strategic projects 
will also be opened for private 
sector involvement in the near 
future,” said Al-Bahr.

He said that Mesaieed’s 
Waste Management Center, 
currently the largest of its kind 

in the Middle East, operates 
with a daily intake of 2,300 
tonnes of waste. 

“The facility features three 
integrated processing lines. 
Waste particles smaller than 
45 millimeters are used to 
produce organic fertilizer; 
particles between 45 and 300 
millimeters are sorted for 
recyclable content; and larger 
materials exceeding 300 mil-
limeters are processed to gen-
erate electricity,” said Al-Bahr.

He said that the facility 
employs the advanced “Dano 
Drum” system, a rotating cylin-
drical mechanism equipped 
with blades that shred mixed 
waste and separate it by size, 
ensuring effective resource 
recovery from unsorted mate-
rials. P2

Qatar’s construction sector to 
reach over $106bn by 2030 
JOEL JOHNSON 
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar’s construction 
sector is on a strong upward 
trajectory, with the market 
projected to surpass $68.7bn 
(QR250bn) in 2025 and grow 
to $106.3bn (QR388bn) by 
2030, according to recent 
data from Research And 
Markets. An industry leader 
notes that the sector is 
dr iven by renewed 
investment in liquefied 
natural gas (LNG), infra-
structure, and sports 
tourism, the sector is quickly 
regaining momentum. 

Michael Brady, Director 
of Turner & Townsend in 

Qatar, mentioned that the 
market had faced headwinds 
after the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
due to a cooling in real estate 
development and heightened 
competition among contractors. 
P2

Constructive role was 
played by the State of 
Qatar and the United 
States of America in 

facilitating the signing 
of a peace agreement 
between the Republic 

of Rwanda and the 
Democratic Republic 

of the Congo.

The Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
and Rwanda signed the 
peace agreement in 
Washington, raising 
hopes for an end to the 
conflict that has claimed 
thousands of lives and 
displaced hundreds of 
thousands.

The expanded facility will 
be capable of processing 
up to 3,000 tonnes of 
municipal and solid 
waste per day, in addition 
to the current capacity of 
2,300 tonnes per day.
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Qatar is fast solidifying its standing as a 
premier global tourism and leisure 
destination, underpinned by major 
development projects, a strategic focus 

on experiential travel, and robust performance 
in visitor arrivals and hospitality services. 

As the country moves toward its National 
Tourism Strategy 2030 goals, recent figures 
and initiatives reflect substantial progress, 
innovation, and increasing global appeal.

Among the most transformative 
developments is the QR20bn Simaisma coastal 
destination, set to become a landmark tourism 
and leisure hub. This project reflects Qatar’s 
commitment to sustainable and inclusive 
growth in the tourism sector, aligning with the 
broader national development vision. 

Parallel expansions at Hamad 
International Airport also continue to support 
Qatar’s goal of becoming a more connected 
and accessible global travel hub, enhancing 
visitor experience while catering to increased 
demand.

These infrastructure enhancements are not 
only strategic but timely, as Qatar witnesses a 
notable shift in travel preferences. Tourists today 
are looking for enriching, personalised 
experiences—ranging from immersive cultural 
activities and wellness retreats to curated 
culinary journeys and unique adventure tourism. 

In response, Qatar’s tourism strategy is 
focusing on six high-potential demand spaces 
and has already initiated 54 strategic projects 
covering product development, regulation, 
and visitor experience improvements.

The tourism sector made a historic 
economic impact in 2024, contributing QR55 
billion to the national GDP—equating to 8% of 
total economic output. 

This represents a 14% increase over 2023, 
reinforcing tourism’s growing importance 
within Qatar’s economic diversification 
framework. Qatar is now well on track to meet 
its Tourism Strategy 2030 target of tourism 
contributing 12% of GDP.

International visitor arrivals reached 5.08 
million in 2024, surpassing the annual target 
of 4.79 million. Visitor spending within the 
country also surged, with nearly QR40bn 
recorded in in-destination expenditures. 

The hospitality sector, a critical component 
of this growth, achieved an unprecedented 
milestone—10 million room nights sold, 
significantly exceeding the target of 8.8 
million.

To capitalise on its growing reputation, 
Visit Qatar has launched the 2025 summer 
campaign titled “Moments Made for You”, 
which invites travellers from the GCC and 
beyond to experience Qatar’s diverse, 
premium offerings during the summer season.

The campaign highlights a wide range of 
activities suitable for families, couples, and 
groups of friends. Air-conditioned open-air 
attractions such as Gewan Island, world-class 
shopping districts, and the Meryal Waterpark 
provide leisure options suitable for Qatar’s 
warm climate. Visitors can also enjoy water 

sports at pristine public and private beaches, 
unwind at luxurious resorts like Banana 
Island, and explore Qatar’s eclectic food 
scene—from Michelin-starred restaurants to 
beloved local eateries.

“Moments Made for You” positions Qatar 
as a safe, family-friendly destination with a 
robust infrastructure and rich variety of 
experiences catering to all types of visitors. 

Qatar Tourism, in collaboration with 
Discover Qatar, has also reintroduced its popular 
Whale Shark Tours for the 2025 season. These 
unique ecotourism experiences offer a rare 
opportunity to observe one of the world’s largest 
congregations of whale sharks in their natural 
habitat off Qatar’s northern coast.

The tours run from June to September and 
depart from Ruwais Port, taking guests aboard 
a premium catamaran into the Al Shaheen 
Marine Zone. There, under the guidance of 
marine biologists and expert guides, visitors 
can observe these gentle giants—some as long 
as 20 feet—while learning about their 
behaviour, migration patterns, and ecological 
significance. The tours aim to promote 
conservation awareness while offering an 
unforgettable marine adventure.

Adding to the vibrant summer calendar is 
the Scoop by the Sea event, taking place at 

West Bay North Beach from June 18 to August 
13, 2025. This ice cream-themed activation is 
designed to delight the whole family, offering 
a series of interactive sports competitions, 
foam parties, and live entertainment.

Highlights include The Water Fest, with 
kitesurfing and wingfoil shows, as well as the 
SUP Costume Fest Show, combining sport with 
fun and creativity. An eco-conscious twist 
comes through the Eco Sport Competition, 
where participants generate electricity by 
pedaling on stationary bikes. Another standout 
attraction is the Virtual Reality F1 Car 
Experience, placing guests in a realistic racing 
simulator. The event concludes each day with 
air shows featuring smoke trails and event 
flags, adding a celebratory touch to this 
engaging summer spectacle.

Qatar’s efforts to market itself globally have 
paid off, with a visitor base that is both broad 
and diverse. In 2024, GCC nationals represented 
41% of total visitors, while the remaining 59% 
hailed from key international markets. 

The top five source countries were Saudi 
Arabia, India, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
and the United States—underscoring Qatar’s 
increasing appeal to a wide range of audiences. 
As Qatar looks to the future, its tourism strategy 
is yielding strong results, both in terms of 
economic impact and global visibility.

 With a comprehensive portfolio of 
experiential offerings, world-class 
infrastructure, and a welcoming atmosphere, 
Qatar is not only meeting its short-term 
targets but also laying a resilient foundation 
for long-term success. From cultural festivals 
and eco-tours to luxury hospitality and family 
fun, Qatar continues to deliver moments made 
for everyone—affirming its place as one of the 
world’s most dynamic and rewarding 
destinations.

Qatar strengthens 
position as premier 
tourism destination
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The 2024/2025 season at the Qatar Racing and 
Equestrian Club (QREC) wrapped up with remarkable 
success, further solidifying Qatar’s position as a 
global leader in horse racing and equestrian sport. 
This year’s calendar witnessed a compelling mix of 
elite competition, increased international 
participation and exceptional organisation across 
both racing and Arabian horse shows.

Spanning from November to May, the racing 
season comprised 70 meetings over 78 race days, 
featuring a total of 555 races at Al Rayyan and Al 
Uqda racecourses, according to statistics issued by 
the QREC recently. Al Rayyan staged 48 race days 
with 392 races, while Al Uqda contributed 22 race 
days and 163 races. The fields featured a wide mix 
of local and international talent, with more than 
1,600 runners and 310 local owners represented. 
The action was consistently filled with thrilling 
contests, reflecting the season’s competitiveness and 
depth.

The total prize money exceeded QR88m, 
distributed across all races and rewarding the top 
five finishers according to QREC’s prize structure. 
The financial scale and technical quality of racing 
underscored Qatar’s growing stature on the global 
equestrian map.

The highlight of the year was once again the H H 
The Amir Sword Festival, widely regarded as Qatar’s 
most prestigious racing event. The 2025 edition 
featured 26 top-tier races, including seven relocated 
from Al Rayyan to Al Uqda to ensure ideal track 
conditions. The festival attracted world-class 
Thoroughbreds and Purebred Arabians, reaffirming 
its international prestige and competitive relevance.

Al Ghadeer dominated headlines by retaining the 
H H The Amir Sword and completing a second 
consecutive Doha Triple Crown, having earlier won 
the Qatar International Stakes and Qatar Arabian 
World Cup. In the Thoroughbred feature, Rebel’s 
Romance repeated his triumph in the H H The Amir 
Trophy, showcasing enduring class. Other memorable 
victories came from Bianca De Ghazal, Aafoor and 
Rogue Lightning during a packed final weekend.

Alongside racing, the 2024/2025 Arabian horse 
show season featured 12 major events, beginning 
with the Start of Season Auction in October and 
including landmark shows such as the Qatar Arabian 
Horse Breeders Cup, Al Shaqab International Show, 
and Doha International Arabian Horse Show, before 
ending in April with the End of Season Auction.

Together, the racing and horse show calendars 
reflected a vibrant and successful season, raising the 
bar yet again for Qatar’s equestrian legacy. The 
upcoming season is expected to offer even more 
thrilling action as QREC continues to elevate its 
standards year after year.

Qatar’s triumphant racing season
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QMC wins six gold awards at Arab 
Radio and Television Festival in Tunisia
Doha: Qatar Media Corporation 
(QMC) achieved a remarkable mile-
stone by winning six gold awards 
at the 25th Arab Radio and Tele-
vision Festival, organised by the 
Arab States Broadcasting Union 
(ASBU), and concluded at the City 
of Culture in the Tunisian capital.

This unprecedented recognition 
affirms the Corporation’s com-
mitment to high-quality media 
content and its growing presence 
in the Arab media landscape.

In this context, Qatar TV and 
Radio were honoured with the gold 
awards on Thursday evening. Qatar 
TV won the gold award in the 
Comedy Series category for the 
series Murdi W Daham 2, and the 
programme Al Jeel Al Wa’ed (The 
Promising Generation) won gold in 
the Children’s Programs category. 
The report "Electronic Fraud" 
received gold in the News Report 
category, while the documentary 
"Gaza: The Nightmare" won gold 
in the Documentary Films and Pro-
grams on the Palestinian Cause 
category.

Qatar Radio received two gold 
awards: the first in the Scientific 
Programs and Artificial Intelligence 

category for the programme "Push 
of a Button", and the second in the 
Awareness category for the pro-
gramme "The Will", which focused 
on neighbourly respect.

QMC Acting CEO H E Sheikh 
Khalid bin Abdulaziz bin Jassim Al-
Thani congratulated Qatar TV and 
Radio on winning the six gold 
awards. In a post on his official 
account on X, he stated that this 
achievement reflects the excellence 
of Qatari media and the efforts of 
colleagues in delivering high-
quality content, wishing everyone 
continued success and looking 
f o r w a r d  t o  m o r e 
accomplishments.

Director of Qatar TV, Ali Saleh 
Al Sada said that they are proud of 
this major achievement, which 
reflects Qatar TV’s presence in the 
Arab media scene and proves the 
quality of production and the 
strength of their media message 
and the effort behind it.

He noted that winning multiple 
gold awards at the Arab level was 
no coincidence, but the result of a 
clear media strategy and a national 
vision aligned with modern devel-
opments. He expressed his 

gratitude to all colleagues who 
worked sincerely to achieve this 
distinction and his aspiration for 
more successes worthy of Qatar’s 
name and its media, especially 
Qatar TV. Director of Qatar Radio 
Mohammed Nasser Al Mohannadi 
said Qatar Radio’s gold wins at the 
festival crown a strategic media 
vision and a conscious message. He 
noted that this achievement reflects 
the institutional work within QMC, 
which combines planning, crea-
tivity, and teamwork.

Al Mohannadi considered the 
win a result of role integration 
within the Corporation and a 
product of a supportive and inno-
vation-driven work environment. 
He affirmed that Qatar Radio will 
continue to deliver its media 
mission with high quality and 
refined content.

QMC also won two additional 
awards in the Radio and Television 
Exchange category, one for Qatar 
Radio and one for Qatar TV, 
bringing the Corporation’s total to 
eight awards at the 2025 Arab 
Radio and Television Festival, the 
highest number in its history of par-
ticipation. — QNA

Amir receives phone call from 
President of Venezuela

Doha: Amir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
received a phone call on Friday 
from President of the friendly 
Bolivarian Republic of Vene-
zuela H E Nicolas Maduro. 
During the call, the President 
of Venezuela affirmed his 
country’s solidarity with Qatar 
and its strong condemnation 
of the Iranian attack on Al 
Udeid Air Base, which consti-
tuted a flagrant violation of 
Qatar’s sovereignty and 

airspace, as well as of interna-
tional law and the United 
Nations Charter. He stressed 
his country’s absolute rejection 
of any aggression that 
threatens the security and 
safety of Qatar and undermines 
the security and stability of the 
region. 

H H the Amir expressed his 
thanks to His Excellency for his 
sincere feelings and appre-
ciated solidarity with Qatar and 
its people. — QNA

Amir receives phone call from 
Swedish Prime Minister

Doha: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani received a 
phone call on Friday from Prime 
Minister of the friendly Kingdom 
of Sweden H E Ulf Kristersson.

During the call, the Prime 
Minister affirmed his country’s 
solidarity with Qatar and its 
strong condemnation of the 
Iranian attack on Al Udeid Air 
Base, which constitutes a fla-
grant violation of Qatar’s sover-
eignty and airspace, as well as 
of international law and the 

United Nations Charter.
The Swedish Prime Minister 

also stressed his country’s cate-
gorical rejection of any 
aggression that threatens the 
security and safety of Qatar and 
undermines the security and sta-
bility of the region. 

H H the Amir expressed his 
thanks to the Swedish Prime 
Minister for his sincere feelings 
and appreciated solidarity with 
Qatar and its people. 

— QNA

Public urged to report 
missile interception debris 
Doha: The Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of 
Interior have jointly urged all citizens and residents 
to immediately report any foreign or suspicious objects 
that may have resulted from the Iranian missiles coun-
termeasures.

In a joint press statement, the two ministries 
emphasised that such objects could pose a risk to public 
safety and must only be handled by specialised 
authorities.

They strongly advised the public not to touch or 
approach any unfamiliar items and to report them 
without delay by calling the designated hotline at 
40442999, so that they can be dealt with according 
to approved procedures. 

— QNA

Sri Lanka Deputy 
FM expresses 
solidarity with Qatar

Doha: Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs H E Sultan bin 
Saad Al Muraikhi received 
yesterday a phone call from 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka H E Arun Hemach-
andra. The call dealt with 
discussing cooperation and 
relations between the two 
countries and ways to support 
and enhance them, and 
discussed a number of topics 
of common interest. 

Sri Lanka’s Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs 
expressed his country’s soli-
darity with Qatar following 
the attack launched by the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps on Qatar’s Al Udeid Air 
Base. — QNA

MoEHE concludes 
Qatfa programme
DOHA: The Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education (MoEHE) concluded yesterday the 
Qatfa programme in collaboration with Ajial 
Altarbwy Center. The ceremony was held at 
the Cultural Village Foundation- Katara, in the 
presence of Minister of Education and Higher 
Education H E Lolwah bint Rashid bin 
Mohammed Al Khater, and the participation 
of a number of officials, educators, and parents.

The Qatfa programme is one of the pio-
neering educational initiatives launched to 
provide a comprehensive educational and skills 
model for young people that combines edu-
cation and entertainment on the one hand, and 
cognitive empowerment and the promotion of 
religious and national values ​​on the other.

The programme, which ran from August 
2023 to June 2025, offered six consecutive 
seasons, two per academic year. During these 
seasons, it witnessed a wide turnout from 
various age groups, and it covered educational, 
cultural, sports, and skill-based aspects.

The programme featured a comprehensive 
educational experience, during which a spe-
cialised educational team supervised and 
guided the participants to discover their talents 
in a safe and stimulating environment.

As part of its community engagement, the 
programme organised several humanitarian 
and environmental initiatives, most notably 

support for those affected by the earthquake 
in Turkiye in cooperation with Qatar Charity, 
and the provision of school supplies in coop-
eration with the Qatar Red Crescent Society. It 
also implemented environmental initiatives in 
cooperation with the ministries of municipality 
and environment aimed at promoting envi-
ronmental behaviour among children through 
volunteer and awareness-raising activities.

The programme involved 1,867 boys and 
girls, who benefited from carefully considered 
skills, in addition to 27 local trips and 

two international trips, which contributed to 
broadening their horizons and refining their 
personalities.

At the closing ceremony, the Ministry hon-
oured the programme’s sponsors and partici-
pants, emphasising that Qatfa represented a 
comprehensive educational experience 
spanning three years, combining values ​​and 
knowledge, fun and ambition, and playing a 
role in shaping a generation that is aware of its 
identity and committed to serving its nation 
and community. — QNA

Minister of Education and Higher Education H E Lolwah bint Rashid bin Mohammed Al Khater 
with other officials during the event.

Qatar participates in FAO Conference
Rome: Qatar participated in the 44th session of the Conference 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 
Nations (UN), which commenced at the FAO headquarters in 
Rome yesterday, and will run until July 4.

Ambassador of Qatar to Italy and Permanent Representative 
of Qatar to the UN Agencies based in Rome H E Khalid bin Youssef 
Al Sada chaired the Qatari delegation at the session.

The conference is discussing trade’s role in securing diverse 
food supplies in order to ensure food security and nutrition during 
prolonged crises, countries’ commitments to maintaining food 
supply chains amid ongoing regional and global crises and pan-
demics, and the promotion of innovation and the use of digital 
agricultural technologies as enablers to accelerate progress toward 
achieving Sustainable Development Goals. — QNA

Qatar's Ambassador to Italy and Permanent Representative to 
the UN Agencies based in Rome H E Khalid bin Youssef Al Sada 
chaired the Qatari delegation at the session. 

Construction sector to reach over $106bn by 2030
From page 1

Speaking to The Peninsula, 
the market expert said: “The 
confidence in the construction 
sector is more positive today, 
with signs of a market ready to 
reinvent itself. We’re seeing a 
renewed focus on development, 
driven by a strong pipeline of 
ongoing and emerging activity.”

Much of the sector’s 
momentum is being propelled 
by government-backed projects 
aligned with the QNV 2030. 
“Projects in typically strong 
sectors for Qatar, such as new 
liquified natural gas (LNG) lines, 
are being balanced with 
increased ambition for 
transport, tourism and infra-
structure development,” Brady 
explained.

According to Global Data, 
infrastructure spending in 
Qatar is expected to exceed 
QR90bn in 2024 alone, with 
mega-projects from Ashghal 
and Kahramaa leading the way.  
“This high demand, coupled 
with supply chain challenges, 
is contributing to elevated 
tender prices. Doha already 

ranks as the second most 
expensive city for construction 
in the Middle East, and the 
average cost of construction has 
reached $2,631,” Brady said.

“Sports tourism remains a 
key focus for Qatar’s economic 
growth—contributing between 
$1.6bn and $2.4bn to overall 
GDP in 2024,” said Brady. “The 
Qatar National Vision 2030 pri-
oritises sports as a key sector 
for national development, and 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup has 
acted as a springboard for 
showcasing wider global 
sporting events.”

Qatar is gearing up for 
major events, including the 
2027 FIBA Basketball World 
Cup and the 2030 Asian Games. 
“Preparations for the tour-
nament included expanding the 
Hamad International Airport’s 
capacity to serve 70 million 
passengers, a new Grand Cruise 
Terminal, and fresh enter-
tainment districts in Lusail and 
Msheireb,” Brady said. “This 
investment in infrastructure has 
put Qatar in a strong position 
to develop a thriving visitor 

economy.” The official also 
remarked that Qatar’s LNG 
plays a pivotal role in broader 
economic diversification. 
“Though it may seem counter-
intuitive, this diversification 
relies on expanding the LNG 
industry, as a central driver of 
economic growth and a home-
grown energy source, which 
provides the opportunity and 
confidence for government and 
private finance to invest in 
wider sectors,” said Brady.

The Director further stated, 
“Prices for essential raw mate-
rials, such as steel and concrete, 
are much higher than in neigh-
bouring countries. “Demand for 
such resources will increase 
alongside the resurgent 
demand we are seeing, so the 
sector must find ways of man-
aging costs.”

 “Qatar’s government is also 
seeking to strengthen its 
domestic manufacturing capa-
bility. It’s important that this 
trend continues in order to fuel 
Qatar’s long-term development 
and growth ambitions,” he 
added.

Qatar strengthens role 
of private sector in 
recycling efforts

From page 1

“The center produces 
approximately 100 tonens of 
compost and generates 
around 50 megawatts-hours 
of electricity per day. The 
amount of recyclable waste 
varies depending on the time 
of year, with fluctuations seen 
during Ramadan, national 
holidays, and school terms,” 
said Al-Bahr.

He said, the ministry 
plans to sign a memorandum 
of understanding with a 
reputed laboratory, one of the 
region’s largest specialized 
research centers. “The 
agreement aims to support 
the development of advanced 
studies and fast-track solu-
tions for utilizing recyclable 
materials in the production 
of new products.”

Al-Bahr noted that the 
ministry continues to support 
recycling factories by pro-
viding them with essential 
raw materials at no cost. This 
initiative helps recycling 
plants process these materials 
into usable products, thus 
reducing landfill pressure and 
promoting a circular 
economy. In terms of local 
recycling production, Al-Bahr 
highlighted several factories 
already operating across the 
country, including facilities 
for recycling wood, used tires, 
glass, and scrap metal. 



Birla Public school was 
awarded the Overall First 
Runner-Up position in both 
the boys’ and girls’ team 
categories, underscoring the 
depth and consistency of 
talent across its swimming 
squad.

The workshop also 
explored the active 
partnership between the 
Ministry of Labour and 
private sector institutions.
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Awqaf Ministry honours 603 outstanding Quran students
DOHA: The Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, represented 
by the Department of Da’wah 
and Religious Guidance, held 
the annual ceremony of the 
Holy Quran and its Sciences 
Section to honour an elite 
group of outstanding and grad-
uating students from Quran 
learning centers for the years 
2023 and 2024. 

The event took place at the 
Imam Muhammad bin Abdul 
Wahhab Mosque under the 
patronage of Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs H E Ghanem 
bin Shaheen Al Ghanim, and in 
the presence of Undersecretary 
of the Ministry Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Dr. Sheikh 
Khalid bin Mohammed bin 
Ghanem Al-Thani.

During the ceremony, 603 
students from various educa-
tional levels, from introductory 
stages to full memorization of the 
Holy Quran, were honoured, in 
addition to 15 outstanding heads 
of Quran centers and 100 distin-
guished teachers, in recognition 
of their dedicated efforts in 
serving the Book of Allah and 

advancing Quranic education.
The ceremony featured 

Quran recitations by students of 
varying levels, followed by a 
speech from Director of the 
Department of Da’wah Jassim 
bin Abdullah Al-Ali, who empha-
sized that the event reflects the 
Ministry’s commitment to 

honouring Quran memorizers 
and enhancing the role of Quran 
centers as educational and moral 
institutions that contribute to 
nurturing a well-rounded gen-
eration conscious of its Islamic 
identity. He cited the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon 
him), who said: “The best among 

you are those who learn the 
Quran and teach it.”

Al-Ali highlighted the major 
achievements of the Quran and 
its Sciences Section over the 
past two years, including the 
graduation of 181 students who 
memorized the entire Quran, 
the progression of 422 Qatari 

students to higher levels of 
memorization, and the 
enrollment of 92 distinguished 
Qatari students into the Al-Noor 
Educational Quranic Center. He 
also noted the organization of 
various educational and recre-
ational programs to motivate 
students attending the centers.

A visual presentation during 
the ceremony showcased sta-
tistics on the development of 
Quran centers. The number of 
centers increased from 132 in 
2023 to 148 in 2024, including 
116 funded by the Ministry and 
32 funded by private donors. 
Additionally, 28 Quranic study 
circles were held in mosques, 
supervised by 1,016 qualified 
mosque imams and muezzins.

The presentation revealed 
that the number of students 
enrolled in the Quran centers 
reached approximately 18,994 in 
2024, including 2,249 Qatari stu-
dents. The number of students 
who completed memorization of 
the entire Quran rose from 58 in 
2023 to 123 in 2024.

The Ministry reaffirmed its 
continued efforts to provide a 
stimulating learning environment 
in Quran education centers and 
to equip them with the latest 
teaching tools, contributing to the 
memorization of the Holy Quran 
and the dissemination of its noble 
values, in line with Qatar’s vision 
to promote the values of tolerant 
Islam.   — QNA

Undersecretary of the Ministry Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr. Sheikh Khalid bin Mohammed bin Ghanem Al-Thani with officials and 
honourees during the event.

MoL holds workshop on private sector’s role in job nationalisation

DOHA: The Ministry of Labour 
(MoL) organised yesterday an 
introductory workshop to 
highlight the role of the private 
sector as a strategic partner in 
implementing the national job 
localization (Tawteen) plan. 

The event was attended by 
several human resources man-
agers from security companies 
and industrial firms, aiming to 
raise awareness about the 
importance of effective part-
nerships in supporting locali-
zat ion programs and 
increasing national workforce 
participation in private sector 
institutions.

This workshop is part of a 
series of consultative sessions 

launched by the Ministry as 
part of its strategy to strengthen 
partnerships, foster collabo-
ration, and exchange ideas with 
the private sector. The sessions 
aim to discuss best practices for 
attracting national talent, 

address challenges facing 
stakeholders involved in the 
localization plan, and empower 
institutions to increase the par-
ticipation of Qatari citizens in 
the labour market.

The workshop also 

explored the active part-
nership between the Ministry 
of Labour and private sector 
institutions, with a particular 
focus on strategies for 
attracting national talent to 
security companies. — QNA

MoL officials and participants during the workshop.

Daam concludes awareness campaign 
with strong public engagement
Doha: The Behavioral 
Healthcare Center (Daam), 
member of the Qatar Social 
Work Foundation, has 
concluded its awareness 
campaign at a shopping mall in 
Doha, drawing significant 
engagement from diverse 
segments of the community.

The campaign aimed to 
introduce the public to the 
center’s services and diverse 
programs, while promoting 
greater societal awareness about 
the importance of mental and 
behavioral health. The initiative 
adopted an inclusive approach, 
targeting all age groups.

The campaign featured 
several specialized booths, 
including an interactive chil-
dren’s corner offering educa-
tional games, guided colouring 
sessions, and the distribution 
of educational storybooks pro-
duced by the center. Short, 

age-appropriate films were 
also screened to communicate 
key behavioral and mental 
health concepts in a simplified 
and engaging manner.

For adults, the center pro-
vided a dedicated awareness 
booth that offered inform-
ative brochures and short 
films addressing various 
topics, such as the signifi-
cance of mental well-being 
in daily life and strategies for 
preventing psychological and 
behavioral challenges.

The Behavioral Healthcare 
Center (Daam) is a specialized 
institution committed to pro-
moting mental and behavioral 
health across Qatari society. It 
delivers training and awareness 
programs tailored for children, 
adolescents, and families, as 
well as professionals working 
in key sectors across the 
country.   — QNA

Birla Public School excels at CBSE Qatar 
Cluster Swimming Competition - 2025
THE PENINSULA 

DOHA: Birla Public School, Doha, 
delivered a stellar performance at the 
CBSE Qatar Cluster Swimming 
Competitions 2025, held at DPS-MIS, 
Al Wakra. The four-day event 
witnessed intense participation from 
schools across the country, with 
events categorised under Under-14, 
Under-17, and Under-19 age groups.

The swimming team from Birla 
Public School demonstrated 
remarkable skill, discipline and deter-
mination throughout the competition, 
securing a total of 99 medals—29 Gold, 

37 Silver, and 33 Bronze.
Master Vaishnav Ashok Kumar 

emerged as the Individual Champion in 
the Under-11 Boys category, securing 3 
Gold medals and scoring 21 points. Miss 
Natasha Patman secured the Individual 
Champion title in the Under-17 Girls cat-
egory with a dominant performance, 
securing 5 Gold medals and 35 points.

Birla Public school was awarded the 
Overall First Runner-Up position in both 
the boys’ and girls’ team categories, 
underscoring the depth and consistency 
of talent across its swimming squad.

Forty-three swimmers of the 
school—22 boys and 21 girls-have 

qualified to represent Team Qatar at 
the upcoming CBSE National Swimming 

Competitions to be held in India later 
this year. These laurels are the 

reflection of the swimmers’ hard work, 
the unwavering support of their 
coaches, and the encouragement pro-
vided by the school community. With 
this remarkable achievement, Birla 
Public School continues to strengthen 
its position in school-level sports in 
Qatar, setting a high benchmark for 
excellence and team spirit.

Birla Public School staff and students with the awards

Qatar, US discuss bilateral ties on sidelines 
of Rwanda-DRC peace deal in Washington
W a s h i n g t o n : 
Minister of State at the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, H E Dr. 
M o h a m m e d  b i n 
Abdulaziz bin Saleh 
Al-Khulaifi met in 
Washington, with 
Undersecretary of State 
for Political Affairs of 
the United States of 
America, H E Allison 
Hooker on the sidelines 
o f  t h e  s i g n i n g 
ceremony of the peace 
agreement between the 
Republic of Rwanda 
and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(DRC).

During the meeting, 
they reviewed the close 
strategic relations 
between the State of 
Qatar and the US, ways to support and 
strengthen them, and the joint efforts 
that resulted in the peace agreement 
between Rwanda and the DRC, and the 
ceasefire agreement between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel.

The two sides also discussed the 
latest developments in the Gaza Strip, 
the occupied Palestinian territories, 
Lebanon, and Syria, in addition to a 
host of topics of mutual interest.

During the meeting,  Minister of 
State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

the US Undersecretary of State for 
Political Affairs expressed her coun-
try’s appreciation for the role played 
by the State of Qatar in mediation and 
conflict resolution, and its continuous 
efforts to support regional and inter-
national stability through peaceful and 
diplomatic means.

Meanwhile, Minister of State at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs met in 
Washington with Chairman of the US 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
H E Senator Jim Risch, along with a 

number Senators.
During the meeting, the two sides 

discussed the close strategic relations 
between the State of Qatar and the 
United States of America, ways to 
support and strengthen them, and the 
joint efforts that resulted in reaching 
a ceasefire agreement between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel.

The latest developments in the Gaza 
Strip, the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories, Lebanon, and Syria were also 
discussed. — QNA 

Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs H E Dr. Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al-Khulaifi 
(second right) with Chairman of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee, H E Senator Jim Risch 
(left), along with a number Senators during their meeting.

Nations laud Qatar and US efforts in 
Rwanda-DR Congo peace agreement

From page 1
Sheikh Shakhbout stressed that 

the international cooperation that 
resulted in this agreement reflects 
the importance of joint action in 
addressing regional issues and the 
necessity of resolving disputes 
through diplomatic means, in a 
manner that meets the aspirations 
of the peoples of the region for sta-
bility and prosperity.  The Sultanate 
of Oman also welcomed the signing 
of the peace agreement, while 
praising the constructive efforts 
made by the State of Qatar and the 
United States of America in reaching 
the agreement that would sustain 
peace between the two countries.

In a statement issued by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Sul-
tanate of Oman praised the 
effective role of all parties in pro-
moting dialogue and diplomacy 
as a means of resolving conflicts 
and disputes. The Kingdom of 
Belgium expressed its appreciation 
for the tireless efforts made by the 
State of Qatar and the United 
States of America to facilitate the 
signing of the peace agreement.

In a post on his official X 
account, Belgian Foreign Minister 
Maxime Prevost welcomed the 
signing of the peace agreement, 
praising the courage of the two 
neighbouring countries in choosing 
the path of peace. The Belgian 
Foreign Minister stressed that the 

effective implementation of the 
commitments contained in the 
agreement is a crucial element for 
achieving lasting peace in the Great 
Lakes region after years of tension 
and conflict.

Prevost stressed that Belgium 
will continue to work construc-
tively to achieve this goal in coop-
eration with regional and inter-
national partners, affirming his 
country’s support for all efforts 
aimed at establishing stability on 
the African continent. 

The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan praised the diplomatic efforts 
invested by the State of Qatar and 
the United States of America in 
reaching the agreement, under-
scoring the importance of dialogue 
and mutual understanding in 
resolving conflicts, and calling for 
continued international efforts to 
promote peace and stability in 
various regions around the world.

In a statement issued yesterday, 
the Jordanian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Expatriates welcomed the 
signing of the peace agreement. Jor-
danian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates Spokesperson Sufian 
Qudah said the agreement is a “pos-
itive” step toward realising the devel-
opment and prosperity aspirations 
of both nations, adding the 
agreement contributes significantly 
to strengthening security and sta-
bility across East Africa.
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Jumbo Electronics introduces Blueair advanced air solutions
The Peninsula

DOHA: Blueair, the globally renowned 
Swedish brand in air purification, is 
bringing its latest lineup of smart air 
purifiers and humidifiers to Qatar.

Founded in Sweden, Blueair is a 
world leader in air purification known 
for combining advanced filtration tech-
nology with minimalistic design and 
smart features. The brand is trusted in 
over sixty countries for promoting 
healthier, cleaner indoor air.

Designed for modern households and 
Qatar’s climate, the new models include 
the Blueair 511i Max, CP7i, T10i, and H35i 
– each offering a unique solution to 
enhance indoor air quality and comfort.

Ideal for apartments and bedrooms 
in Qatar, the 511i Max cleans rooms up 

to 43 m² or 463 Sq Ft with HEPA Silent 
technology that removes 99.97% of air-
borne particles including dust, allergens, 
and viruses. Its ultra-quiet operation and 
smart app control make it a perfect fit 
for families seeking clean air with 
minimal energy use.

The CP7i offers powerful air cleaning 
for large majlis areas or living rooms up 
to 130 Square meters or approximately 
1400 Square Feet . With smart features 
like air quality sensing, auto mode, and 
voice assistant compatibility, it is built 
for households that demand high-per-
formance filtration combined with stylish 
Scandinavian design.

Perfect for Qatar’s extreme summers 
and cooler winters, the T10i delivers air 
purification along with adjustable cooling 
and heating. Covering an area of 78 

Square meters or 839.58 Sq feet, it is ideal 
for smart homes and individuals looking 
to reduce the clutter of multiple appli-
ances. The T10i also supports app control 
and real-time air quality monitoring. The 
machine oscillates 350 degrees and max-
imizes impact.

“At Jumbo Electronics, we are proud 
to bring Blueair’s globally acclaimed air 
solutions to homes across Qatar. In a 
region where air quality and climate 
present unique challenges, these smart 
purifiers and humidifiers offer not just 
cleaner air—but healthier, smarter living. 
This launch reflects our commitment to 
wellness, innovation, and sustainability 
in every household,” said C V Rappai, 
Director and CEO of Jumbo 
Electronics.

The Blueair range is now available 

in all Jumbo electronics showrooms, 
Jumbosouq.com and leading hyper-
markets in Qatar and is covered by 
Jumbo’s award winning and acclaimed 
after sales service.

QCDC invites students to explore real-world career paths
The Peninsula

DOHA: Qatar Career Devel-
opment Center (QCDC), founded 
by Qatar Foundation (QF), has 
officially opened registration for 
the 7th edition of its ‘My Career 
– My Future’ job shadowing 
programme, set to take place 
from 6–10 July 2025.

Designed for high school stu-
dents across Qatar, the program 
offers an immersive career 
exploration experience through 
structured job shadowing place-
ments across a wide range of 
national sectors. These include 
Medicine, Aviation, Media and 
Communications, Telecommu-
nications, Business, Financial 
Services, Judiciary, Tourism, 
Sport Management, Engineering, 
Technology, Humanitarian and 
Social Work, among others.

Since its launch, ‘My Career 
– My Future’ has successfully 

trained more than 500 students, 
delivering over 12 thousand 
cumulative training hours 
across six editions. The program 
is part of a diverse and compre-
hensive package of interactive 
career exploration initiatives 

offered by QCDC throughout the 
year. These programs aim to 
equip students with essential 
experiences and skills, enabling 
them to engage in practical 
activities that help them identify 
the most suitable academic and 

career paths and make 
informed decisions about their 
future. The most recent of these 
initiatives was the ‘Career 
Village’, the latest edition of 
which was organized by QCDC 
last May. While the ‘Career 
Village’ serves as a gateway to 
the world of career exploration, 
‘My Career – My Future’ builds 
upon it by taking additional 
steps to create a deeper impact 
on students’ career awareness.

As a natural next step in 
QCDC’s career guidance eco-
system, ‘My Career – My Future’ 
bridges the gap between 
classroom learning and the real-
ities of the workplace. It 
empowers students to make 
informed academic and career 
decisions through firsthand 
exposure to real work environ-
ments, allowing them to engage 
directly with professionals in 
their fields of interest. At the 

same time, participating organ-
izations gain the opportunity to 
inspire and connect with prom-
ising youth, playing a tangible 
role in shaping the future 
national workforce.

The weeklong program will 
also feature interactive career 
workshops, a university fair, and 
valuable networking opportu-
nities with professionals across 
sectors, culminating in a closing 
ceremony celebrating student 
achievements and the impact of 
participating institutions.

Seats are limited in each 
sector, and placements are 
offered on a first-come, first-
served basis. Students are 
strongly encouraged to register 
early to secure a spot in their 
preferred career field and avoid 
missing out on this trans-
formative opportunity. To reg-
ister, people can visit: https://
qcdc.org.qa.

Students attending the ‘My Career – My Future’ programme. 

Panel discusses 
strengthening  
ethical frameworks  
in humanitarian work
London: The Doha Forum 
and the Global Humanitarian 
Forum held a high-level panel 
discussion at the UK 
Parliament in London on 
humanitarian diplomacy in a 
fragmented world. The session 
aimed to address the urgent 
need to strengthen ethical 
frameworks in humanitarian 
work amidst the growing 
number of international crises.

The session was mod-
erated by director of programs 
at the Global Humanitarian 
Forum Dr. Fatiha Serour. It 
focused on the foundations of 
drafting a global code of ethics 
for humanitarian diplomacy. 
The discussion emphasized 
neutrality, fairness in partner-
ships, and the protection of 
international humanitarian 
law.

General Manager of Doha 
Forum Maha Al Kuwari said 
that humanitarian diplomacy 
is facing unprecedented chal-
lenges due to increasingly 
complex crises, rising political 
polarization, and declining 
trust. She highlighted that the 
discussions raised a crucial 
question on whether a global 
ethical code truly enhance the 
fairness, integrity, and effec-
tiveness of humanitarian 
response.

Al Kuwari added that the 
Doha Forum, drawing on the 
State of Qatar’s longstanding 
diplomatic values, believes in 
principled neutrality, 
inclusive dialogue, and a 
strong commitment to inter-
national law as essential 
pillars.  — QNA

LuLu Hypermarket launches ‘Let’s 
Connect’ tech promotion across Qatar
The Peninsula

DOHA: LuLu Hyper-
market, one of the 
region’s leading retail 
chains, has officially 
launched its highly 
anticipated ‘Let’s 
Connect’ promotion at 
the Al Gharrafa branch. 
The launch event was 
graced by prominent 
Qatari influencer 
Khalifa Al Haroon (Mr. 
Q), along with senior 
LuLu officials and 
special guests.

The ‘Let’s Connect’ 
campaign is now live 
across all LuLu outlets in Qatar as 
well as on LuLu’s online shopping 
platform and will continue until July 
7. This exciting promotion features 
exclusive offers on smartphones, 
accessories, and a wide range of AI 
and Internet of Things (IoT) devices, 
further reinforcing LuLu’s leadership 
in the tech retail sector.

This year, the campaign takes a 
bold step forward by spotlighting AI-
powered gadgets that go beyond 
convenience—offering intelligent, 
personalized experiences that help 
customers truly connect with the 
future.

As part of the campaign, LuLu 
Hypermarket has introduced dedi-
cated in-store sections for IoT and 

AI-enabled products, underlining its 
commitment to innovation and smart 
technology. These specially curated 
areas allow shoppers to interact with 
the latest personal tech and explore 
how AI-driven devices are reshaping 
modern lifestyles.

A LuLu spokesperson com-
mented: “With our ‘Let’s Connect’ 
promotion, we’re making the latest 
tech more accessible than ever. As 
the world moves rapidly into a new 
era of connectivity, LuLu is proud to 
provide unmatched deals that help 
customers stay ahead in the digital 
age.”

In addition to the tech-focused 
campaign, LuLu Hypermarket is also 
offering seasonal promotions to meet 

a wide range of customer needs. A 
Buy 1 Get 1 Free offer is available on 
premium men’s fashion brands such 
as Louis Philippe, Van Heusen, Allen 
Solly, and Peter England, valid until 
5th July. A similar Buy 1 Get 1 Free 
offer on selected men’s, women’s, 
and children’s garments is available 
until 30th June, making it an ideal 
time for families to refresh their 
wardrobes.

Furthermore, shoppers can take 
advantage of exclusive discounts on 
top smartphone brands and acces-
sories, including never-before-seen 
offers on premium devices—making 
this campaign a golden opportunity 
to upgrade to the latest technology 
at unbeatable prices.

Officials, guests, and staff at the launch of the promotion.

MECC issues safe sea turtle rescue guidelines
The Peninsula

DOHA: The Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MECC) has released guide-
lines on safely rescuing sea turtles found 
entangled in fishing nets, emphasising that their 
protection is a shared responsibility. This initi-
ative aims to educate the public and marine 
enthusiasts on the correct and safe procedures 
to handle these vulnerable creatures without 
causing further harm.

Sea turtles, vital to marine ecosystems, often 
face threats from discarded fishing gear. Being 
prepared with the right knowledge can signif-
icantly increase their chances of survival. The 

MECC’s detailed instructions outline a four-step process 
for safe intervention when encountering an entangled 
sea turtle.

When a sea turtle is found in a net, the first and 
foremost step is to avoid lifting it by its front or rear 
flippers, as these limbs are delicate and can be easily 
injured if mishandled. 

The second crucial step involves lifting the sea turtle 
gently from its shell, either from the front or the back, 
as this provides a stable and secure grip without putting 
pressure on its limbs or internal organs. Once the turtle 
is securely held, the third step is to carefully cut away 
the fishing net using scissors, ensuring no harm comes 
to the turtle, with precision and caution being vital to 
avoid accidental cuts to its skin or shell. 

Finally, after freeing the turtle from the net, the 
fourth step requires individuals to release it back into 
the sea gently from a low-lying area of a boat, ensuring 
it is far from the engine, which prevents the turtle from 
being injured by the propeller and allows it to swim 
away safely into deeper waters.

The MECC also provides important advice for inter-
actions with sea turtles on beaches, especially during 
their nesting period (April to August). It is crucial that 
individuals do not approach or drive over nesting sites, 
but instead maintain a respectful distance from nesting 
turtles and their areas. Furthermore, one should avoid 
contact with eggs or hatchlings at all times, as dis-
turbing them can have severe consequences for their 
survival. 
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Israeli forces kill 37 people in Gaza
Gaza City: Gaza's civil defence 
agency said Israeli forces killed 37 
people in the devastated territory 
yesterday, including at least nine 
children who died in strikes.

Civil defence spokesman Mahmud 
Bassal told AFP 35 people were killed 
in seven Israeli drone and air strikes 
in various locations, and two others 
by Israeli fire while waiting for food 
aid in the Netzarim zone in central 
Gaza. He said the dead included three 
children who were killed in an air 
strike on a home in Jabalia, in northern 
Gaza. Bassal said at least six more 
children died in a neighbourhood in 
the northeast of Gaza City, including 
some in an air strike near a school 
where displaced people were 
sheltering.

AFP images showed mourners 
weeping over the bodies of seven 
people, including at least two children, 
wrapped in white shrouds and 

blankets at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza 
City. Video footage filmed from 
southern Israel showed smoke rising 
over northern Gaza after blasts.

The Israeli military did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment.

Israel’s military campaign has 
killed at least 56,412 people, mostly 
civilians, according to Gaza’s health 
ministry. The United Nations considers 
these figures to be reliable.

On Friday, US President Donald 
Trump voiced optimism about a new 
ceasefire in Gaza, as criticism grew 
over mounting civilian deaths at 
Israeli-backed food distribution 
centres in the territory.

Asked by reporters how close a 
ceasefire was between Israel and 
Hamas, Trump said: "We think within 
the next week, we're going to get a 
ceasefire."

Israel has allowed a resumption 

of food through the controversial US- 
and Israeli-backed Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation, which involves US 
security contractors with Israeli troops 
at the periphery.

United Nations officials on Friday 
said the GHF system was leading to 
mass killings of people seeking aid.

Eyewitnesses and local officials 
have reported repeated killings of Pal-
estinians at distribution centers over 
recent weeks in the war-stricken 
territory.

Following weeks of reports, UN 
officials and other aid providers on 
Friday denounced what they said was 
a wave of killings of hungry people 
seeking aid.

"The new aid distribution system 
has become a killing field," with people 
"shot at while trying to access food for 
themselves and their families," said 
Philippe Lazzarini, head of the UN 
agency for Palestinian affairs 

Palestinians look at the sand covering their tents and vehicles after the Israeli army 
targeted the tents of displaced people in the northern Al-Rimal neighbourhood of 
Gaza City yesterday. (AFP)

(UNWRA). "This abomination must end 
through a return to humanitarian 

deliveries from the UN including @
UNRWA," he wrote on X. — AFP

Turkiye affirms mediation efforts in Middle East

Ankara: Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan affirmed that 
his country is closely monitoring all developments in the Middle 
East and is actively involved as a mediator working to prevent 
or halt wars.

In his remarks, Fidan emphasised the need for an agreement 
between Tehran and Washington, noting that there is currently 
a period of silence between the two sides, despite both expressing 
a desire to return to the negotiating table.

He pointed out that the Europeans also have a process they 
wish to pursue with the Iranians, and stressed that the Middle 
East must remain on high alert for the potential collapse of the 
ceasefire and renewed mutual attacks between Iran and the Israeli 
entity. The Turkish Foreign Minister also noted that the conflict 
between Iran and the Israeli entity does not only affect those two 
countries but has broader regional implications. — QNA

Yemen’s Huthi rebels say fired missile at Israel

Sanaa: Yemen’s Huthi rebels said they fired a ballistic missile 
towards Israel yesterday, in response to Israel’s conduct towards 
Palestinians during the Gaza war. In Israel, warning sirens sounded 
in several areas.

In a statement, rebel military spokesman Yahya Saree said 
the Huthis had fired at a “sensitive Israeli enemy target in the 
occupied area of Beersheba using a Dhu Al-Fiqar ballistic missile”.

The attack was in “response to the crimes of the criminal 
Zionist enemy against civilians in the Gaza Strip”, Saree added.
— AFP

Israeli strike on south Lebanon kills one: Ministry

Beirut: An Israeli strike on southern Lebanon killed one person 
yesterday, the Lebanese health ministry said, the latest attack 
despite a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah.

In a statement, the health ministry said that an “Israeli enemy” 
drone strike on a car in Kunin, south Lebanon, killed one man in 
a preliminary toll. The attack comes a day after Israel killed a 
woman and wounded 25 other people in strikes across the coun-
try’s south. Lebanon’s state-run National News Agency reported 
that the woman was killed in an Israeli drone strike on an 
apartment in the city of Nabatiyeh. The Friday attacks included 
a “wave of successive heavy strikes” in the Nabatiyeh region 
which injured seven people, according to the NNA. Israel has 
repeatedly bombed its northern neighbour despite the November 
ceasefire that aimed to end over a year of hostilities with Hez-
bollah. — AFP

World in brief Rwanda, DR Congo sign peace deal in US after rebel sweep
Washington: Rwanda and 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo have signed a peace 
agreement Washington to end 
fighting that has killed thou-
sands, with the two countries 
pledging to pull back support 
for guerrillas — and President 
Donald Trump boasting of 
securing mineral wealth.

“Today, the violence and 
destruction comes to an end, 
and the entire region begins a 
new chapter of hope and oppor-
tunity,” Trump said as he wel-
comed the two nations’ foreign 
ministers to the White House 
on Friday. “This is a wonderful 
day.” The agreement comes 
after the M23, an ethnic Tutsi 
rebel force linked to Rwanda, 

sprinted across the mineral-rich 
east of the DRC this year, seizing 
vast territory including the key 
city of Goma.

The deal  does not explicitly 
address the gains of the M23 in 
the area torn by decades of 
on-off war but calls for Rwanda 
to end “defensive measures” it 
has taken.

Rwanda has denied directly 
supporting the M23 but has 
demanded an end to another 
armed group, the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Rwanda (FDLR), which was 
established by ethnic Hutus 
linked to the massacres of Tutsis 
in the 1994 Rwanda genocide.

The agreement calls for the 
“neutralization” of the FDLR, 

with Rwandan Foreign Minister 
Olivier Nduhungirehe saying 
the “irreversible and verifiable 
end to state support” to the Hutu 
militants should be the “first 
order of business.” The process 
would be “accompanied by a 
lifting of Rwanda’s defensive 
measures,” Nduhungirehe said 
at a signing ceremony at the 
State Department.

But he added: “We must 
acknowledge that there is a 
great deal of uncertainty in our 
region, and beyond, because 
many previous agreements 
have not been implemented.” 
His Congolese counterpart, 
Therese Kayikwamba Wagner, 
highlighted the agreement’s call 
for respecting state sovereignty. 

“It offers a rare chance to turn 
the page, not just with words 
but with real change on the 
ground. Some wounds will heal, 
but they will never fully dis-
appear,” she said.

The agreement also sets up 
a joint security coordination 
body to monitor progress and 
calls vaguely for a “regional 
e c o n o m i c  i n t e g r a t i o n 
framework” within three 
months.

Speaking to reporters 
earlier Friday, Trump said the 
United States would be able to 
secure “a lot of mineral rights 
from the Congo.” The DRC has 
enormous mineral reserves that 
include lithium and cobalt.
— AFP

Thousands of protesters demand Thai PM’s resignation
Bangkok: Thousands of anti-
government protesters rallied in the 
Thai capital Bangkok yesterday, 
demanding Prime Minister 
Paetongtarn Shinawatra resign after 
a leaked diplomatic phone call stirred 
public anger.

A Cambodian elder statesman 
leaked a call meant to soothe a 
border spat between the two nations 
in which Paetongtarn called him 
“uncle” and referred to a Thai mil-
itary commander as her “opponent”.

A key party abandoned Paetong-
tarn’s coalition, accusing the 
38-year-old premier of kowtowing 
to Cambodia and undermining Thai-
land’s military, leaving her teetering 
with a slim parliamentary majority.

About 10,000 demonstrators 
jammed roads ringing the capital’s 
Victory Monument, waving Thai flags 
and placards reading “Evil PM, get 
out”. One of Thaksin’s former allies, 
now among his harshest critics, was 
also a key organiser. Thailand has 

seen decades of clashes between the 
bitterly opposed “Yellow Shirts” who 
defend the monarchy and military, 
and the Thaksin-backing “Red 
Shirts”, considered by their oppo-
nents a threat to the traditional social 
order. Mass protests have been 
uncommon in Thailand since 2021, 
when youth-driven demonstrations 
calling for monarchy reform ended 
with many leaders convicted under 
the country’s strict lese-majeste laws.
— AFP

Pakistan flash floods 
and heavy rain kill 32
Peshawar: Heavy rain and flash flooding 
across Pakistan have killed 32 people 
including 16 children since the start of the 
monsoon season this week, disaster 
management officials said.

Flash floods and roof collapses over the 
past 36 hours have claimed the lives of 19 
people, eight of them children, a statement 
yesterday by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pro-
vincial disaster management authority said.

Of the total fatalities, 13 were reported 
from northwestern Swat Valley. At least 13 
people have also been killed in the province 
of Punjab since Wednesday, the area’s dis-
aster management authority said. Eight of 
the fatalities were children, who died when 
walls and roofs collapsed during heavy rain. 
Flooding in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has also 
damaged 56 houses, six of which were 
destroyed. The national meteorological 
service warned that the risk of heavy rain and 
possible flash floods will remain high until at 
least Tuesday. — AFP
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Trump halts trade talks with Canada, 
defending interests of US tech firms
Washington: President Donald 
Trump on Friday abruptly halted 
trade talks with Canada, citing the 
country’splans to collect new taxes 
from large tech companies 
including Meta, Google, Amazon 
and other US businesses.

Trump called the taxes, which 
are due on Monday, “a direct and 
blatant attack on our Country” in a 
post to social media that branded 
America’s closest ally as a “difficult” 
partner. “They were foolish to do 
it,” he continued, at an unrelated 
news conference Friday. “So I said, 
we’re going to stop all negotiations 
with Canada right now until they 
straighten out their act.”

The sharp criticism marked a 
dramatic reversal from Trump’s 
recent tone with Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney, who hosted 
him at the Group of Seven summit of 
world leaders last week. 

There, the pair sought to repair 
a rift Trump opened by repeatedly 
calling to annex Canada as the 51st 
state. The blowup imperils progress 
on consequential negotiations and 
signals the White House’s alignment 
with tech leaders who view Trump 
as more friendly to their interests 
than former president Joe Biden.

American tech companies have 

aggressively lobbied against the 
taxes, which would apply to revenue 
that companies earn from online 
marketplaces, social media services 
and data sales that involve Canadian 
users. Carney said Friday that he has 
not talked with Trump about the 
Truth Social post on the taxes, which 
apply to all companies that make 
more than $20 million Canadian 
dollars from digital services - a limit 
that American tech companies argue 
provides an exemption for smaller 
businesses in the country.

Last week, he said the two 
nations were accelerating efforts to 
achieve a new security and trade 
relationship and hoped to wrap it up 
within 30 days. “We’ll continue to 
conduct these complex negotiations 
in the best interest of Canadians,” he 
told reporters in Ottawa on Friday.

Trump has wielded US trade 
policy as a cudgel to extract conces-
sions from other countries since 
taking office in January, often 
declaring victory even as he walks 
back some of his most aggressive 
measures. 

He has said his goal is to erase 
persistent imbalances in global trade, 
which he argues have hollowed out 
domestic manufacturing. But econ-
omists and businesses have warned 

that increased tariffs will result in 
higher prices for consumers.

The Trump administration is 
also locked in trade negotiations 
with the European Union, which 
has implemented a range of laws 
that regulate large American tech 
companies. Canada is “obviously 
copying the European Union, 
which has done the same thing, 
and is currently under discussion 
with us, also,” Trump wrote.

Trump on Friday said Canada 
“just announced” the taxes first 
enacted in 2024. The country’s 
f inance department  told 
Bloomberg that the payments were 
still due on on Monday, despite G-7 
negotiations over “revenge” taxes.

Canada’s digital services tax 
has long drawn criticism from US 
officials across the political 
spectrum.  — The Washington 
Post

US President Donald Trump flanked by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
(right) and US Vice President JD Vance (left) speaks during a meeting at the 
Oval Office of the White House in Washington, DC, on June 27, 2025.  (AFP)

France bans smoking in beaches, 
in parks and bus shelters
Paris: France will ban smoking on beaches 
and in parks, public gardens and bus shelters 
from today, the government said.

The decree, published in the official gov-
ernment gazette yesterday, will also ban 
smoking outside libraries, swimming pools 
and schools, and is aimed at protecting 
children from passive smoking. The decree 
did not mention electronic cigarettes. Vio-
laters of the ban will face a fine of ¤135.

“Tobacco must disappear from places where 
there are children,” Health and Family Minister 
Catherine Vautrin had said in May, underscoring 
“the right of children to breathe pure air”. Cafe 
terraces are excluded from the ban. — AFP

Russia to ban overseas storage of 
personal data starting July 1
MOSCOW: A new regulation banning the 
storage of Russian citizens’ personal data 
abroad will come into effect on July 1, local 
media reported yesterday.

According to recently published amend-
ments to Russia’s law “On Personal Data,” the 
entire cycle of handling personal data, including 
collection, systematization, storage, updating, 
modification and deletion, must take place 
exclusively within Russia’s borders. Starting July 
1, operators will no longer be permitted to 
interact with databases located outside Russia 
at any stage of data processing.  — Xinhua

Greece replaces Migration  
Minister who quit over graft probe
Athens: Greece’s government yesterday said it 
had replaced Makis Voridis a day after the 
migration minister resigned over claims he 
defrauded European farm subsidies while holding 
the agriculture brief.

Government spokesman Pavlos Marinakis said 
in a statement that Thanos Plevris, a former min-
ister of health and former member of the Greek 
far-right LAOS party, will be sworn in on Monday 
to replace Voridis.  Voridis’s resignation came a 
week after the European Public Prosecutor’s Office 
(EPPO) sent a case file to the parliament in Athens 
to investigate the alleged involvement of two 
former ministers in Prime Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis’s government in the misappropriation of 
EU funds. Voridis, a government heavy hitter, was 
agricultural development minister between 2019 
and 2021 before being handed the migration port-
folio in January. — AFP

Moscow summons 
German envoy over 
‘pressure’ on 
Russian media
M o s c o w :  M o s c o w 
summoned German ambas-
sador Alexander Graf Lamb-
sdorff on Friday to protest 
Berlin’s alleged “pressure” on 
Russian journalists.

The row began after Rus-
sia’s top media official in Berlin 
accused German police of con-
fiscating his family’s passports, 
prompting Moscow to warn of 
retaliation. “The German 
ambassador was summoned 
to the Russian foreign ministry 
today,” the foreign ministry 
said on social media.

But Lambsdorf abruptly 
left the building after just 10 
minutes to find a translator, 
according to the ministry. 

“As it turned out, the 
German ambassador does not 
speak Russian,” the ministry’s 
spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said on Telegram. 

The ambassador, who 
returned to the building to con-
tinue the meeting, did not 
comment on his knowledge of 
Russian.  “We had a very long, 
as you can tell, and interesting 
conversation, about working 
conditions of our corre-
spondents”, Lambsdorf said 
after the encounter, adding 
that the talks will continue. 

Moscow had lodged a 
“note of strong protest” to 
Berlin over “pressure on 
Russian media outlets in 
Germany,” the ministry said in 
a statement after the meeting, 
adding there will be retaliatory 
measures.  — AFP

Europe bakes in summer’s first heatwave as continent warms
Marseille: Sweating Euro-
peans braced yesterday for the 
first heatwave of the northern 
hemisphere summer, as 
climate change pushes the 
world’s fastest-warming 
continent’s thermometers 
increasingly into the red. 

Temperatures are set to 
rise to 37 degrees Celsius (99 
degrees Fahrenheit) in Rome, 
driving the Eternal City’s many 
tourists and Catholic pilgrims 
to the Vatican alike towards 
the Italian capital’s some 
2,500 public fountains for 
refreshment.

With residents of the 
southern port city of Marseille 
expected to have to cope with 
temperatures flirting with 40C 
(104F), authorities in France’s 
second-largest city ordered 
public swimming pools to be 
made free of charge to help 
residents beat the Mediter-
ranean heat.

Two-thirds of Portugal will 
be on high alert on Sunday for 
extreme heat and forest fires 
with 42C (108F) expected in 
the capital Lisbon, while vis-
itors to -- and protesters 
against -- Amazon tycoon Jeff 

Bezos’s on Friday wedding in 
Venice likewise sweltered 
under the summer sun. 

“I try not to think about it, 
but I drink a lot of water and 
never stay still, because that’s 
when you get sunstroke,” 
Sriane Mina, an Italian student, 
told AFPTV on Friday in 
Venice.

Meanwhile Spain, which has 
in past years seen a series of 
deadly summer blazes ravaging 
the Iberian peninsula, is 
expecting peak temperatures in 
excess of 40C (104F) across most 
of the country from today.

Scientists have long 
warned that humanity’s 
burning of fossil fuels is 
heating up the world with dis-
astrous consequences for the 
environment, with Europe’s 
ever-hotter and increasingly 
common blistering summer 
heatwaves a direct result of 
that warming. 

With peaks of 39C (102F) 
expected in Naples and 
Palermo, Sicily has ordered a 
ban on outdoor work in the 
hottest hours of the day, as has 
the Liguria region in northern 
Italy.  — AFP

Indigenous judge leads anti-robe rebellion in top Mexican court
Oaxaca: Mexico’s first Indigenous 
Supreme Court chief justice in more 
than a century is leading a rebellion 
against judicial robes, which he plans 
to shun in favor of ancestral clothing.

Hugo Aguilar, a member of the 
Mixtec Indigenous group, was pro-
pelled into the key position in June 
1 elections — contests that made 
Mexico the world’s only nation to 
choose judges at all levels by 
popular vote.

The constitutional law specialist 

was a legal advisor to the Zapatistas 
in 1994, during negotiations with 
the government following an armed 
uprising by the now demobilized 
guerrilla group.

He has said Mexico’s native 
peoples are owed a “a significant 
debt,” and vowed to wear traditional 
Indigenous clothing in court.

“I’m proposing not to wear a 
robe,” he said in an interview with 
Mexican media.

“I’m going to emphasize this 

change: there is an Indigenous person 
in the court and we will wear the 
formal attire of the Indigenous 
peoples and communities,” he added.

Judicial robes have been used in 
the highest court by presidential 
decree since 1941, but the ruling 
Morena party — which Aguilar is close 
to — is preparing reforms to allow 
alternative attire. Aguilar will take 
office on September 1, becoming Mex-
ico’s second chief justice of Indig-
enous origin.  — AFP

US university leader resigns amid 
pressure over diversity programmes
Washington: The head of a 
prestigious US public university 
resigned Friday amid pressure 
over his alleged failure to curb 
diversity programs, the latest 
salvo in the Trump administra-
tion’s war on academia.

The Department of Justice 
had privately pressured the 
University of Virginia to fire its 
president to help resolve a 
probe of its diversity, equity 
and inclusion efforts, according 
to the New York Times, which 
broke the story late Thursday. 

It had reportedly threatened 
to withhold hundreds of millions 
of dollars in federal funding. 

“I cannot make a unilateral 
decision to fight the federal gov-
ernment in order to save my 
own job,” UVA President Jim 
Ryan said in a statement Friday.

Ryan wrote that risking 
federal funding cuts by staying 
in his role “would not only be 
quixotic but appear selfish and 
self-centered to the hundreds 
of employees who would lose 
their jobs, the researchers who 

would lose their funding, and 
the hundreds of students who 
could lose financial aid or have 
their visas withheld.” 

Ryan took the helm of the 
elite University of Virginia in 
2018, a year after white 
supremacists marched with 
flaming torches through its 
campus amid heated debate 
over the removal of some Con-
federate monuments in southern 
states. Ryan’s efforts to make the 
school more diverse and 
increase the number of first-
generation university students 
reportedly rankled some con-
servative alumni.

“It is outrageous that officials 
in the Trump Department of 
Justice demanded the Common-
wealth’s globally recognized uni-
versity remove President Ryan 
— a strong leader who has served 
UVA honourably and moved the 
university forward — over ridic-
ulous ‘culture war’ traps,” Vir-
ginia’s two Democratic senators, 
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, said 
in statement. — AFP

Zelensky seeks strong Poland ties 
before nationalist takes office
Kyiv: Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said yesterday 
it was “extremely important” for 
Kyiv to maintain friendly ties 
with neighbouring Poland, 
where incoming nationalist 
leader Karol Nawrocki opposes 
Ukraine’s NATO bid.

Nawrocki won Poland’s 
presidential election this month 
after a campaign in which he 
criticised Ukraine and accused 
Zelensky of “indecent” 
behaviour towards his allies.

Poland is one of Ukraine’s 
closest allies and has served 
as a crucial logistics hub for 
Western military aid to help 
Kyiv’s war effort against Rus-
sia’s now more than three-
year-long invasion.

Zelensky hosted outgoing 
Polish President Andrzej Duda 
in Kyiv on Saturday, ahead of 
Nawrocki’s inauguration on 
August 6.

“Poland is now preparing for 
the inauguration of its new pres-
i d e n t ,  ( K a r o l ) 

Nawrocki,”Zelensky told 
reporters alongside Duda.

“We will do everything in 
our power to ensure that rela-
tions between our countries 
only grow stronger.” 

He added it was “extremely 
important” to preserve mutual 
support and understanding 

between the two nations.
Poland has taken in over a 

million Ukrainians since Rus-
sia’s invasion of the country 
began in 2022.

But anti-Ukrainian sen-
timent has grown in recent 
years, intensifying during the 
election campaign.  — AFP

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky (right) and Poland’s 
President Andrzej Duda shake hands as they arrive for their meeting 
outside Mariinskyi Palace in Kyiv yesterday.  (AFP)

UK distances new spy chief 
from ‘Nazi’ grandfather
London: The British 
government has distanced the 
incoming head of its foreign 
intelligence service from her 
grandfather following reports 
he was a Nazi spy known as 
“the butcher”.

Blaise Metreweli will in the 
autumn become the first 
woman to lead MI6 in its 
116-year-old history, the 
British government announced 
earlier this month.

The Daily Mail newspaper 
reported this week that her 
grandfather Constantine 
Dobrowolski defected from 
the Soviet Union’s Red Army 
to become a Nazi informant 
in the Chernigiv region of 
modern-day Ukraine.

The newspaper said 
German archives showed 
Dobrowolski was known as 
“the Butcher” or “Agent No 30” 
by Wehrmacht commanders.

“Blaise Metreweli neither 
knew nor met her paternal 
grandfather,” a Foreign Office 
spokesperson said in a 
statement.

“Blaise’s ancestry is char-
acterised by conflict and 

division and, as is the case for 
many with eastern European 
heritage, only partially 
understood.

“It is precisely this complex 
heritage which has contributed 
to her commitment to prevent 
conflict and protect the British 
public from modern threats 
from today’s hostile states, as 
the next chief of MI6.”

The Daily Mail said 
Dobrowolski had a 50,000 
ruble bounty placed on him by 
Soviet leaders, and was dubbed 
the “worst enemy of the 
Ukrainian people”.

He also sent letters to supe-
riors saying he “personally” 
took part “in the extermination 
of the Jews”, the newspaper 
added.

The head of MI6 is the only 
publicly named member of the 
organisation and reports 
directly to the foreign 
minister.

Metreweli, 47, will be the 
18th head of MI6.  Like her 
predecessors she will be 
referred to as “C”, not “M” as 
the chief is called in the James 
Bond film franchise.  — AFP

11 charged in Russia-based plan to defraud US health care of $10.6bn
New York: US federal prose-
cutors charged 11 people on 
Friday in a Russia-based 
scheme to bilk Medicare — the 
American health insurance 
program for the elderly and 
disabled — out of $10.6 billion 
through fraudulent billing for 
expensive medical equipment.

The “transnational criminal 
organization” orchestrated a 
“multi-billion-dollar health care 
fraud and money laundering 
scheme” that included 

purchasing dozens of medical 
equipment companies from 
prior legitimate owners to per-
petrate the fraud, according to 
the indictment dated June 18.

More than a million 
Medicare recipients had their 
personal information stolen and 
used by the defendants to file 
for billions of dollars in claims 
from Medicare and its supple-
mental insurers, prosecutors 
said in the filing.

The claims were filed 

through medical equipment 
providers that the group had 
purchased, but no equipment 
was ever sent out for the pay-
ments. Medicare paid “approx-
imately $41 million as a result 
of the fraudulent submissions” 
and supplemental insurers are 
estimated to have paid out $900 
million more between 2022 and 
2024, prosecutors wrote.

The scheme was organized 
by Imam Nakhmatullaev, who 
is based in Russia, officials said, 

and managed the other 
defendants who were in 
Estonia, the Czech Republic and 
the United States.

The fraud was identified 
after “hundreds of thousands of 
Americans reported their con-
cerns to Meidcare and its con-
tractors after receiving expla-
nation of benefit forms that 
reflected them purportedly 
receiving” equipment that they 
neither sought or received, the 
indictment said.   — AFP



Developed by scientists in 
Denmark and Belgium, the 
system will use “artificial 
intelligence, advanced 
climate modelling and causal 
analysis” to predict when 
the Arctic will be ice-free in 
summer “and to assess global 
climate impacts”.
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Senate Republicans near deal on 
Trump’s tax bill, lawmakers say
Washington: Senate Republicans 
appeared near a deal Friday 
afternoon to pass President Donald 
Trump’s massive tax and immigration 
agenda, setting up a sprint to have 
the legislation ready for Trump’s 
signature by Independence Day.

Trump has pushed Congress to 
have his One Big Beautiful Bill on 
his desk a week from Friday. 

The $3.3 trillion package aims 
to extend tax cuts, add new tax 
breaks,  boost immigration 
enforcement, begin building 
Trump’s “Golden Dome” missile 
defense program and more. 

To offset the cost, Republicans 
proposed steep cuts to Medicaid, the 
state and federal health insurance 
program for low-income individuals 
and disabled people; and SNAP, the 
anti-hunger Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program formerly known 
as food stamps.

The Medicaid cuts, though, have 
sparked a revolt among some 
Senate Republicans and have left 
some House members leery of 
changes that the upper chamber 
could pursue. 

The Senate still hasn’t finished 
writing its version of the legislation, 
which would also have to go back 
to the House for approval if it 
passes. The House passed its own 
version last month.

After huddling with Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent and House 
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) 
at the Capitol on Friday, lawmakers 

emerged with rough details to 
resolve intraparty feuds over cuts 
to health care programs and the 
state and local tax deduction. 

“We still have some talking to 
do in the Senate, but I think we’re 
getting close,” Sen. Markwayne 
Mullin (R-Oklahoma), said a key 
interlocutor with House negotiators. 
— The Washington Post

US Senate Majority Leader John Thune speaks with reporters following a Senate 
Republican luncheon in Washington DC on June 27, 2025.  (AFP)

Russian strike on 
Ukraine’s Odesa kills 
two, wounds 14
Kyiv: A Russian drone strike 
on Ukraine’s southern 
region of Odesa killed two 
people and wounded 14, 
including children, local 
authorities said yesterday.

Moscow has stepped up 
drone and missile attacks on 
Ukraine. Peace talks ini-
tiated by the United States 
to end the three-year con-
flict have meanwhile stalled. 

“Rescuers pulled the 
bodies of two people from the 
rubble who died as a result of 
a hostile drone strike on a 
residential building,” Odesa 
Governor Oleg Kiper said on 
Telegram.

The night-time strike 
wounded 14 people, Kiper 
added, “three of them 
children.”

Separately, authorities of 
Ukraine’s southern Kherson 
region said one person was 
killed and three others were 
wounded in Russian strikes 
over the past day.

“Russian troops targeted 
critical and social infra-
structure and residential 
areas in the region,” the 
Kherson’s governor, Ole-
ksandr Prokudin, said on Tel-
egram early yesterday.

Tens of thousands of 
people have been killed in Rus-
sia’s offensive, which has 
forced millions from their 
homes and devastated much 
of eastern Ukraine. At peace 
talks, Russia has demanded 
Ukraine cede even more land 
and give up Western military 
support as a precondition to 
peace — terms Kyiv says are 
unacceptable. — AFP

Abrego Garcia lawyers ask US 
judge to delay release
Washington:,  Lawyers for a Salvadoran 
man who was wrongly deported and then 
returned to the US to face human smuggling 
charges took the unusual step on Friday of 
asking a judge not to release him from prison.

“The irony of this request is not lost on anyone,” 
said the lawyers for Kilmar Armando Abrego 
Garcia, whose case has become a key test of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s deportation policies. Abrego 
Garcia was summarily deported to a maximum 
security prison in El Salvador in March and brought 
back to the US this month to face human smug-
gling charges. A magistrate judge and a federal 
district judge have both said Abrego Garcia, who 
is being held in Tennessee, is eligible to be released 
on bail pending trial. — AFP

Sword attacker who killed UK 
schoolboy jailed for life
London: A Spanish-Brazilian man who killed 
and nearly decapitated a London schoolboy 
with a Samurai-type sword in a 20-minute orgy 
of violence was on Friday jailed for life.

Marcus Monzo, 37, who had become psy-
chotic from taking cannabis, was found guilty 
by a jury earlier this week of murdering 14-year-
old Daniel Anjorin as he walked to school. 

“Members of the public were attacked, police 
officers were gravely injured, a couple were ter-
rified in their own home and a clever, talented 
young boy was killed,” judge Joel Bennathan told 
Monzo as he handed him a life sentence with a 
minimum term of 40 years. — AFP

Death toll from landslide in 
Colombia rises to 16
Bogota: The death toll from a landslide in 
northwestern Colombia risen to 16, following 
heavy rainfall in the region. Governor of 
Antioquia Department, Andres Julian Rendon, 
stated in a post on platform X that eight people 
remain missing after the landslide, which 
occurred near the city of Medellin. In the nearby 
town of Bello, rescue teams are continuing efforts 
to search for victims and locate the missing 
beneath tons of soil and rocks. — QNA

Denmark develops tool to predict ice-free Arctic summers
Copenhagen: The Danish Meteor-
ological Institute (DMI) said on Friday 
it was developing a tool to predict when 
the Arctic will be ice-free in summer, 
to anticipate the consequences on the 
Earth’s climate.“IcyAlert is designed to 
provide knowledge and early warnings 
that society can act on,” project leader 
Tian Tian said in a statement.

Developed by scientists in 
Denmark and Belgium, the system will 
use “artificial intelligence, advanced 
climate modelling and causal analysis” 

to predict when the Arctic will be ice-
free in summer “and to assess global 
climate impacts”. Melting sea ice accel-
erates the warming of the Arctic, a 
region that is warming four times faster 
than the rest of the planet. The DMI said 
ice-free Arctic summers could become 
a reality as soon as the early 2030s.

This is expected to contribute to 
more extreme heatwaves and 
storms, as well as disrupting mete-
orological models, ecosystems and 
fishing.  — AFP
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