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JOINT ARAB ISLAMIC EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT

Amir: Stop Israeli war crimes in Gaza

3

@TamimBinHamad

The ongoing war crime in Gaza requires our Islamic countries to take
a firm stance and deterrent steps that are commensurate with the
weight of our countries, and consistent with the position and feelings of
our peoples regarding what is happening. Israel committing genocide
crimes with such recklessness does not only harm Arab and Islamic
national security, but also the national security of our countries.

& ,

QNA — RIYADH
mir H H Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani took
part, with Their

Majesties, Highnesses, and
Excellencies Heads of State and
delegations, in the Joint Arab
Islamic Extraordinary Summit,
which was held at the King
Abdul Aziz International
Conference Center in Riyadh
yesterday.

The summit was attended
by Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani along with
Their Excellencies members of
the official delegation accom-
panying H H the Amir, Their
Highnesses and Excellencies
members of participating del-
egations, representatives of
regional and international
organizations, and guests of the
summit.

H H the Amir Sheikh Tamim

Who would have imagined
that hospitals would be openly
bombed in the twenty-first
century, and that entire
families would be erased from
the records by the
indiscriminate bombing of
residential neighbourhoods
and refugee camps, and that
an entire people would be
forcibly displaced with
deplored and unacceptable
plans to displace them.

As our hearts break with pain
at the sight of the mass killing
of children, women, and the
elderly, and the human
suffering, we wonder how long
will the international
community continue to treat
Israel as if it is above
international law.

bin Hamad Al Thani gave the
Sfollowing speech during the
summit:

In the Name of God, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Your Majesties, Highnesses
and Excellencies,

May Peace, Mercy and
Blessings of God be upon you,

At the beginning, I extend
my thanks for the blessed efforts
of the sisterly Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, led by the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques, and His
Highness Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, for this summit,
which comes at a crucial time
in the history of our region.

Our summit is being con-
vened today while our Pales-
tinian brothers in the Gaza Strip
are bearing the brunt of the
atrocities of the Israeli war
machine in a way beyond
human tolerance.

The international com-
munity has failed to shoulder its
legal and moral responsibilities
and take whatever action nec-
essary to stop war crimes and
massacres committed in the

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani taking part in the Joint Arab Islamic Extraordinary Summit

in Riyadh, yesterday.

name of self-defence, and to put
an end to this war of aggression.

As our hearts break with
pain at the sight of the mass
killing of children, women, and
the elderly, and the human suf-
fering, we wonder how long will
the international community
continue to treat Israel as if it is
above international law, and
how long will it be condoned to
flout all international laws in its
brutal, never-ending war on the
country’s indigenous
population

What is happening in Gaza
constitutes a threat at every
level, and even at the level of
wars of aggression there are
precedents which are being

We are also continuing to
support all regional and
international diplomatic efforts
for de-escalation, stemming
the bloodshed, and protecting
civilians, including making
efforts in humanitarian
mediation to release the
hostages.

We demand that the United
Nations send international
teams to immediately
investigate the Israeli
allegations and claims used to
justify the bombing of
hospitals, although there is no
justification for such a crime.

recorded. How did bombing
hospitals become a normal
thing. At first it is denied and the
victims are accused, then it is
justified by the existence of
tunnels underneath these
places, then it becomes some-
thing that does not need to be
justified after feelings become
blunted and eyes become accli-
mated to seeing tragedies. These
are unparalleled things.

We found in this war or
before it, during the siege of
Gaza, a noticeable increase in
the levels of immunity among
some countries that claim to
protect international law and
the world order.

We have seen their
immunity to the scenes of indis-
criminate killing of Palestinian

civilians, whether children or
women, as well as the bombing
of hospitals and shelters, no
longer affecting them, and their
levels of immunity have reached
the point of seeing the bodies of
innocent people being eaten by
dogs, and these countries do not
do anything. Glory be to God, the
strength of immunity is only
against our Palestinian brothers.

By allowing their justifi-
cation, the international system
fails itself before it fails us. Who
would have imagined that hos-
pitals would be openly bombed
in the twenty-first century, and
that entire families would be
erased from the records by the
indiscriminate bombing of res-
idential neighbourhoods and
refugee camps, and that an
entire people would be forcibly
displaced with deplored and
unacceptable plans to displace
them. All this unfolds in full view
of the world. This is coupled
with blatant racist statements
by Israeli leaders that are not
denounced by their allied coun-
tries’ leaders.

The State of Qatar is
unflinching in its historical
position in support of the stead-
fastness of the brotherly Pales-
tinian people and their just
cause.

We continue, with our
partners in the region and the
international community, to
provide humanitarian aid and
work to expedite its delivery to
those in need, despite con-
tinuous Israeli intransigence to
hinder it.

In this regard, we demand
that safe humanitarian corridors
be permanently opened to allow
for an unhindered and uncon-
ditional delivery of aid to those
affected and afflicted.

We categorically reject the
use of arbitrariness in providing
humanitarian aid and threat-
ening to bomb it as a means of
pressure and political blackmail.
We stress the need to make this
aid accessible to all parts of the
Gaza Strip. This is the weakest
level of faith, and the least that
we can all do.

We are also continuing to
support all regional and inter-

We demand that safe
humanitarian corridors be
permanently opened to allow
for an unhindered and
unconditional delivery of aid
to those affected and
afflicted. We categorically
reject the use of arbitrariness
in providing humanitarian aid
and threatening to bomb it as
ameans of pressure and
political blackmail.

national diplomatic efforts for
de-escalation, stemming the
bloodshed, and protecting
civilians, including making
efforts in humanitarian medi-
ation to release the hostages.
We hope to reach a human-
itarian truce in the near future
to spare the Strip from further
worsening of the humanitarian
catastrophe that has befallen it.
We reiterate our firm
position to condemn all forms
of targeting civilians, regardless
of their ethnic, religious or
national background. »P3

FINANCIAL REWARDS FOR WINNERS

60th School Holy Quran
Contest begins today

SANAULLAH ATAULLAH
THE PENINSULA

he 60th School Holy
T Quran Contest with over

22,000 contestants will
begin today (November 12,
2023), the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs has
announced.

The contest will run until
November 23 where the
winners will get valuable prizes.
Over 22,000 stu-
dents from 532
government and
private schools of
all grades and kin-
dergartens regis-
tered for this
annual holy Quran
competition.

The tests of the competi-
tions will be from 7.30 am to
11am. Four mosques have been
designated for boy students
with 46 committees for holding
the tests. They are Imam
Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab
Mosque in Doha, Hamza bin
Abdul Muttalib Mosque in Al
Wakrah, Othman bin Affan
Mosque in Al Khor, Al Mana
Mosque in Al Waab, in addition
to Al Maha Academy.

The Ministry designated
nine holy Quran learning
centres with 53 committees for
holding tests of the contest for
girl students.

They are Hessa Bint
Mohammed Al Muslim Center
in Hazm Al Markhiya, Khawla
Bint Al Azwar Center in Al Khor,
Rawdat Bint Mohammed Center
in Muaither, Abdul Rahman
Dawish Fakhro Center in Al
Wakrah, Alia Bint Khalfan Al
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Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs

Suwaidi Center in Rawdat Al
Hamama, Kamila Bint Issa Al
Kuwari Center in Al Kharaitiyat,
Mohammed bin Hassan Al Sulaiti
Centre in Al Maamoura, Hind
Bint Umayyah Al Makhzoumia
Center in Manasir, in addition to
Al Argam Academy.

The Ministry of Awgaf and
Islamic Affairs allocated
financial rewards to all students
who succeeded in the compe-
tition. »P4

BILATERAL RELATIONS

‘Room for growth in Qatar-Angola ties’

AYENI OLUSEGUN
THE PENINSULA

s Angola marks its 48th
Alndependence Day

(November 11), the coun-
try’s envoy to Qatar noted that
both countries have room for
expanding bilateral and
economic ties.

Ambassador H E Antonio
Coelho Ramos da Cruz, in a
statement to The Peninsula, said
both countries established dip-
lomatic relations in 2006 and
have since maintained signif-
icant relations, including high-
level visits that have
strengthened political ties and
cooperation in regional and
international affairs, without
detracting from economic
activity.

Cruz cited the official visit
of the Angolan President H E
Jodo Manuel Goncalves
Lourenco to Doha in 2019,
during which several agree-
ments were signed.

“Since the signing of the
various cooperation agreements,
the two countries have used the
economic aspect as a funda-
mental tool to create a favourable
environment for investment and
business. In addition to the
energy sector, Angola offers
opportunities in the mineralogy,

j-" —
The two countries
established diplomatic
relations in 2006 and have
since maintained significant
relations, including high-
level visits that have
strengthened political ties
and cooperation in regional
and international affairs,
without detracting from
economic activity.
Antonio Coelho
Ramos da Cruz

agriculture, infrastructure and
tourism sectors without losing
sight of education and culture,”
stated Cruz, whose country’s
embassy in Doha opened in Feb-
ruary this year.

“The bilateral relationship
is concentrated in the energy
sector (oil and gas) where
Qatar, one of the largest pro-
ducers and exporters of these
commodities, is interested in
investing in agriculture, min-
eralogy, infrastructure and
tourism. Although the level of
diplomatic relations has
evolved positively with a focus
on the energy sector, the
potential for cooperation
between the two countries has
not yet reached the levels of
development we want, but
there is plenty of room for
progress,” he added.

Both countries’ agreements
include a protocol for estab-
lishing political consultation
mechanisms to share and har-
monise positions on bilateral,
regional, continental and inter-
national issues. There is also an
agreement to abolish visas for
diplomatic and special pass-
ports. Recently, Angola
exempted Qatari citizens from
short-term tourist visas for up
to 30 days per entry and 90
days annually.

Meanwhile, other agree-
ments cover a mutual pro-
motion and protection of
investments based on the sus-
tainable economic devel-
opment of the parties. »P3

EDITORIAL N 09

Call for global action

IN A strongly worded speech
at the Joint Arab Islamic
Extraordinary Summit in
Riyadh yesterday, the Amir H
H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani has once again urged
the international community
to play its part in immediate
cessation of Israel’s illegal
military operations in Gaza.

BUSINESS M 01

Business continuity
is key to national
resiliency

OVER 130 companies will
take part in the upcoming
third edition of the Business
Continuity and Resilience
Conference which will discuss
the key role that risk
management plays in
ensuring the development
process of diverse projects.

SPORT M 07

Alex Marquez wins
Malaysian MotoGP
sprint

ALEX MARQUEZ won the
Malaysian MotoGP sprint race
yesterday at Sepang ahead of
championship rival duo Jorge
Martin and Francesco
Bagnaia, who saw his lead at
the top cut to 11 points.
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Amir, Iran President discuss Gaza

-

situation

Amir, Mauritania President review ties

e

QNA — RIYADH

mir H H Sheikh Tamim
Abin Hamad Al Thani met

President of Iran H E Dr.
Ebrahim Raisi on the margin
of the Joint Arab Islamic
Extraordinary Summit in
Riyadh yesterday.

During the meeting, they
discussed relations between
the two countries, in addition
to discussing a number of
regional and international

issues, especially the develop-
ments of the situations in the

occupied Palestinian
territories.

The meeting was attended
by Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani, Chief of
the Amiri Diwan H E Sheikh
Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al
Thani, Head of the State
Security H E Abdullah bin
Mohammed Al Khulaifi, and a

number of senior officials,
members of the official
delegation.

On the Iranian side, it was
attended by Minister of
Foreign Affairs H E Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, Iran’s
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
H E Alireza Enayati, Deputy
Chief of Staff for Political
Affairs to Iran’s President
Mohammad Jamshidi, and
Special Aide at the President
Office H E Mehdi Mujahed.

QNA — RIYADH

mir H H Sheikh Tamim
Abin Hamad Al Thani met

President of Mauritania
H E Mohamed Ould Cheikh
Mohamed Al Ghazouani on the
sidelines of the extraordinary
joint Arab-Islamic Summit in
Riyadh yesterday.

They discussed relations
between the two brotherly
countries and the prospects for
strengthening them, in addition
to discussing a number of

regional and international
issues, especially the develop-
ments of the situations in the
occupied Palestinian
territories.

The meeting was attended
by Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani, Chief of the
Amiri Diwan H E Sheikh Saoud
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani,
Head of the State Security HE
Abdullah bin Mohammed Al
Khulaifi, and a number of

senior officials, members of the
official delegation.

On the Mauritanian side it
was attended by Minister in-
charge of the Office of the Pres-
ident of the Republic H E
Mokhtar Ould Ajay, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Cooperation
and Mauritanians Abroad H E
Mohamed Salem Ould
Marzouk, Minister of Finance
H E Isselmou Ahmed Mbadi,
and Minister of Petroleum,
Mines and Energy H E Nani
Ould Achrouqa.

PM, US Secretary of
State discuss Gaza
ceasefire, aid efforts

QNA — DOHA

Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-

rahman bin Jassim Al Thani received a
phone call from US Secretary of State H E
Antony Blinken yesterday.

The deteriorating situation in the Gaza Strip
was discussed during the phone call.

During the call, the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign underscored the need for con-
certed regional and international diplomatic
efforts to reach an immediate ceasefire and to
permanently open the Rafah crossing to ensure
the flow of relief and humanitarian aid convoys
to the Palestinian people besieged in the Gaza
Strip.

The Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
stressed Qatar’s continued mediation efforts
to release hostages, noting that the continued
bombing doubles the humanitarian catastrophe
in the strip and complicates the efforts being

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign

Amir: Stop Israeli war crimes in Gaza

FROM PAGE 1

We also condemn in the
strongest possible terms the
targeting of health and educa-
tional facilities and justify this
with groundless allegations. In
this context, we demand that
the United Nations send inter-
national teams to immediately
investigate the Israeli allega-
tions and claims used to justify
the bombing of hospitals,
although there is no justifi-
cation for such a crime.

Honourable audience,

You all know the position
and feelings of our people
regarding what is happening,
and there is no need to elab-
orate on the matter. Difference
over this or that issue should
not be a justification for disa-
greement over taking a firm
stance vis-a-vis the ongoing
crime in Gaza, nor should we

and condemnation statements.
Rather, we must take deterrent
steps to stop the ongoing war
crime, in a way that will also
project the weight and leverage
of Islamic states. Israel’s con-
tinuation of its aggression and
committing crimes of genocide
with such recklessness will not
harm only Arab and Islamic
national security, but also the
national security of our
countries.

In conclusion, we stress that
the only sustainable solution to
this issue is the one that estab-
lishes the foundations of justice
in accordance with the resolu-
tions of international legitimacy
and the Arab Peace Initiative,
and this is the solution that the
international community have
called for, and which we adhere
to out of our conviction in the
right of the Palestinian people

and well-being and the right to
self-determination concerning
its independent state.

And because we believe
that the Israeli plans in the
aftermath of this criminal war
are a repetition of its colonial
policies that have thwarted all
peace initiatives and even
agreements and led to all these
crises.

The basic thing is that it
refuses to recognize the rights
of the Palestinian people, and
only thinks about security
arrangements while continuing
the colonialist mentality and its
practices towards the indig-
enous people.

The international commu-
nity’s failure to oblige Israel to
stop the ongoing crime during
our meeting is a license to con-
tinue this disastrous approach.

May Peace, Mercy and

OFFICIAL NEWS

Amir sends congratulations
to President of Poland

QNA -DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, and Deputy Amir H H Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent cables of
congratulations to President of Poland H E
Andrzej Duda on the anniversary of his coun-
try’s Independence Day. Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al
Thani also sent a cable of congratulations to
Prime Minister of Poland H E Mateusz Moraw-
iecki on the occasion.

Amir sends congratulations
to President of Angola

QNA -DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, Deputy Amir H H Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani, and Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H E
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al Thani sent cables of congratulations to Pres-
ident of Angola H E Joao Lourenco on the anni-

made.

be satisfied with denunciation to

enjoy

goodness

Blessings of God be upon you.

versary of his country’s Independence Day.

‘Room for growth in Qatar-Angola ties’

FROM PAGE 1

Besides, there is a compre-
hensive agreement in the
sectors of industry, mining,
energy, agriculture, communi-
cations, transport, construction,
labour and tourism.

Qatar and Angola also have
a memorandum of under-
standing between the Qatar
Ports Management Company
(Mwani) and the Maritime Port
Institute of Angola (IMPA) for
managing port and maritime
systems in Angola. In oil and
gas, QatarEnergy has been
investing in the Angolan oil
sector since 2020.

Also, there is a tender for
the concession to manage the
terminals at the Port of Lobito

(for general cargo and con-
tainers and the mineral ter-
minal), the Port of Luanda and
other opportunities, both in
Cabinda and Namibe.

This agreement will allow
Qatari ships to transport Liq-
uefied Natural Gas (LNG)
exported by Angola from the
Angola LNG plant in Soyo, in
the province of Zaire.

According to the envoy, the
priority is to facilitate the
implementation of the agree-
ments and cooperation pro-
tocols that have been signed,
create conditions to strengthen
cooperation between the two
countries and promote greater
awareness of Angola and the
countless opportunities it

offers to investors, business
people and Qatari society in
general.

He disclosed that the main
aim is to sign an agreement
establishing the ‘Bilateral Com-
mission’ between Angola and
Qatar — a process he noted is
well ‘advanced.’

“More than just signing
these instruments, we are eval-
uating the means of imple-
menting trade cooperation
mechanisms between the
countries, and at the same time,
we are aiming in the first half
of 2024 to hold the Bilateral
Joint Commission. This will be
a time when more senior offi-
cials from the two countries can
meet again,” he added.

Fire Station: Artist In Residence invites
artists to apply for Paris Residency 2024

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

ire Station: Artist in Resi-
Fdence has launched an

open call, inviting artists
to apply for a three-month resi-
dency at Cité Internationale des
Arts in Paris, France.

The 2024 Paris residency
programme will accept appli-
cations from November 12 until
December 2, 2024. The Paris
international residency pro-
gramme is intended to promote
cultural exchange and provide
Qatari artists with the oppor-
tunity to develop their artistic
skills in the heart of the city's

Fire Station building.
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vibrant artistic scene. It sup-
ports residents by honing their
artistic practice, whilst allowing
them to network among inter-
national art communities and
explore diverse cultural per-
spectives. Applications are
open for Qatari artists and
artists born to Qatari mothers.
Applicants must be at least 21
years of age and practice the
art of painting, drawing,
sculpture, media art, instal-
lation, graphic arts, illustration,
photography, filmmaking,
sound art, and design or a
related discipline.

Khalifa Ahmad Al Obaidli,

Director of Fire Station, said, “We
are delighted to announce the
commencement of the appli-
cation process for Fire Station’s
2024 Paris Residency pro-
gramme. Programmes such as
these underline our commitment
to forming strategic partnerships
with organisations that con-
tribute to the enrichment of the
artistic landscape in Qatar. We
look forward with great antici-
pation to witnessing the creative
output from the next generation
of our Paris Residency.”

Saida Al Khulaifi, Head of
Programmes and Exhibitions of
Fire Station, added: “Our Paris
Residency programme presents
a unique opportunity for artists
to level-up their practice and
broaden their horizons by
immersing themselves in a dif-
ferent artistic environment. It
also allows both established and
aspiring artists in Qatar to
embrace the international art
community and actively partic-
ipate in shaping the global
artistic discourse. We take great
pride in the ongoing success of
the programme and look
forward to welcoming the sub-
mission of applications for the
first cycle of 2024.”

+h6 goliaygaaeola

GEORGETOWN_UNIVERSITY QATAR

Malcolm Gladwell

in conversation with Dean Safwan Masri

Malcolm Gladwell is the author of five New York Times
bestsellers — The Tipping Point, Blink, Outliers, What the
Dog Saw, and David and Goliath. He has been named one
of the 100 most influential people by TIME magazine
and one of the Foreign Policy’s Top Global Thinkers.

Sunday, November 12, 2023

1:00 - 2:30 PM

Auditorium

Georgetown University in Qatar
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Qatar participates in meeting of OIC FMs

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al Thani chaired the delegation of Qatar at the Preparatory Meeting of the Council of Foreign
Ministers of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for the Eighth Extraordinary Islamic
Summit. The extraordinary summit, hosted by Saudi Arabia, was held yesterday to discuss the Israeli
aggression against the Gaza Strip, and to seek to issue a resolution aimed at an immediate halt to
military operations, providing civil protection, releasing hostages and prisoners, and stopping the
forced displacement of the Palestinian people in compliance with international norms and laws and

common humanitarian principles.

QNA — RIYADH
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the Occupied Palestinian
territories.

Qatar, Peru sign air services agreement

QNA — LIMA

atar and Peru have
Q signed an air services
agreement.

The agreement was signed
in Lima on behalf of the Qatari
side by Mohamed Faleh Alhajri,
in charge of managing Civil

Aviation Authority.

The agreement was signed
on behalf of Peru by Minister
of Transport and Communi-
cations H E Raul Ricardo
Perez Reyes Espejo, in the
presence of Minister of
Foreign Affairs H E Javier
Gonzalez Olaechea.

Following the signing cer-
emony, a bilateral talks session
was held to discuss and review
aspects of cooperation between
Qatar and Peru and to discuss
ways to strengthen and develop
relations between the two
countries in the field of air
transport.

rime Minister and
PMinister of Foreign
Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani met
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Germany H E Annalena
Baerbock, on the sideline of the
Joint Arab Islamic Extraor-
dinary Summit in Riyadh
yesterday.
The meeting addressed the
developments in Gaza Strip and

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister stressed the
need for concerted regional
and international diplomatic
efforts to reach an immediate
ceasefire, and to permanently
open the Rafah crossing to
ensure the flow of relief
convoys and humanitarian aid
to the Palestinian besieged in
the Gaza Strip, expressing
Qatar’s deep concern over the
catastrophic deterioration of

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al Thani meeting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany H E Annalena Baerbock in Riyadh yesterday.

Qatar calls for efforts to reach Gaza truce

the humanitarian conditions in
the strip.

The Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
affirmed Qatar’s categorical
rejection of the repeated crimes
of the Israeli occupation forces
by targeting civilian establish-
ments, including hospitals,
schools and population centres
in the Gaza Strip, and con-
sidered them a dangerous esca-
lation that portends dire con-
sequences for the security and
stability of the region.

Qatar, Rwanda to enhance cooperation in communication, IT fields

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

atar and Rwanda recently signed

Q amemorandum of understanding

(MoU) in the field of communi-

cations and information technology

during a visit by Minister of Communi-

cations and Information Technology H

E Mohammed bin Ali Al Mannai and a
delegation from Qatar to Rwanda.

The visit is part of the state’s efforts

to enhance collaborations in the field

of information and communication
technology in Africa.

The MoU was signed by Al Mannai
and Rwanda's Minister of Information
Technology, Communications, and
Innovation H E Paula Ingabire. The
areas of collaboration include public
key infrastructure, formulation of
information and communication tech-
nology policies and strategies, support
for research and development in arti-
ficial intelligence, exchange of

experiences in digital
transformation and
e-commerce, cooperation
in smart cities, and in
cross-border data flow.
Al Mannai stated, “This
collaboration is a tes-
tament to our commitment
to promoting innovation
and technological
advancement on both local *
and international levels.” |
The partnership aims |

Embassy of the
Republic of Korea

>

Tender Invitation

The Embassy of the Republic of Korea invites prospective bidders for the
Remodeling Construction of the Embassy buildings.

» Project Title : Remodeling Construction of the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea

» Main Contents : Construction Works for Remodeling and Extension
of the buildings

Applicants who wish to participate in the bid should submit the required
documents including Bidding Participation Form to the Embassy in person
by 3:30pm, 14 Nov 2023. Any type of mails are not accepted.

Details of contents and instructions are available on Embassy’'s website
(overseas.mofa.go.kr/qa-en/index.do). Please keep in mind that applicants
should carefully read and have full knowledge of it before participation and
take full responsibility of failure to do so.

\
to strengthen | \
synergy for mutual

growth and devel- |

. . |
opment, fostering f I

‘.._I‘I'.
knowledge and § -w.i}j-
resource exchange ©
in various key
areas of the infor-
mation and com-
munication tech-

nology sector.

QATAR
AFRICA
BUSINESS
FORUM

Republic of Rwanda
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State of Qatar

Minister of Communications and Information Technology H E Mohammed bin Ali Al Mannai
(left) and Rwanda's Minister of Information Technology, Communications, and Innovation H E
Paula Ingabire signing the MoU.

QNA — DOHA

awareness forum organised by Al
Adaam Ambassadors Program and
sponsored by the Ministry of Sports and
Youth, with the aim of shedding light on
ways to preserve natural resources,
reduce pollution, and preserve biodi-
versity.
Moderated by Manar Al Suwaidi, the
forum was held under the title ‘Youth

Expo 2023 Doha hosted the youth

Environmental Awareness for a Greener
Future’ and focused on the role of youth
in the field of environmental
sustainability.

A group of young people spoke
during the event. They reviewed the
efforts and contributions of Qatar in the
field of sustainable environmental
development and preservation by
reducing the negative impacts resulting
from urban and economic growth and
rationalising the use of natural
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QATAR FUND
FOR DEVELOPMENT _—
digiillyhddgain
. e Tend QATAR ELECTRICITY AND WATER COMPANY Q.P.S.C
QFFD announces the following Public Tender:
STATE OF QATAR
TENDERFEE | | NDER ;
SN TENDER NO. TENDER NAME {UsD] BOND | CLOSING DATE Announces the following Tender:
(UsD)
THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, Tender No. & Tender -
PROVISION OF MEDICAL Sr. No s e Description Tender Bond (QAR)
1 | QFFD/PFP-0/PDS/0060/15-2023 | EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHING 2000% 450,000% | 15-danuary-2024
WORKS IN ALMATY - OTEGEN Supply of Category - 1 | General Consumables 42,857.00
BATYR, KAZAKHSTAN. Consumables on Call
Tender D f the above Tend lable for coll | from 13-11-2023 until Bid off Basis for Three S UAER IS ~Az
% Tender Document of the above Tender is available for collection via email from 13-11- until Bi .
closing date. years Category -3 | Bearings 37,769.00
L. (Tender No, Category -4 | Bolts 15,707.00
% Interested parties shall first deposit the appropriate Tender Fee (non-refundable) as mentioned above; OT/09/CONSUMABLES) | All Categories 108.754.00
payable to: - ; . ; - P
Bidder has the option to quote for single or multiple categories and the Bid Bond value
Bank Name: Masraf Al-Rayan Bank should correspond to the total value(s) specified next to each category/ies in the table
Account Name:  Qatar Fund for Development above

Account Number: 0003-102031-202
IBAN: QA14MAFR000000000003102031202

(Company Name, Tender Name & Tender Number must be mentioned in the deposit slip)

Certificate (if any) and proof of payment via email: overseas.tender@qatarfund.org.qa.

% The Tender document will be issued upon receiving a copy of the Commercial Registration, Classification

website www.gewc.com/gewc/tenders

e Document for the above Tender can be downloaded from the company

e Closing Date and Time: 30.11.2023 at 11:00 AM

e Offer must be valid for 120 days from closing date.

o
L]

Tender document submitted should be accompanied with a Tender Bond in accordance with the tender
document issued in a form of a Bank Guarantee from one of the local Banks registered in Qatar valid for
180 days from date of closing date.

The Closing time will be no later than 12:00 noon, on the closing date mentioned above; any offer arriving
thereafter will not be considered.

Tender document to be submitted at:
SECRETARY, TENDER COMMITTEE
Qatar Fund for Development

L9 Floor, Laffan Tower

P.0. Box 23366

Doha, Qatar

e Tender bond must be included with the offers from a local bank and valid for
120 days from closing date (One Tender Bond only irrespective of no. of the
Categories quoted).

e Tender bids to be deposited in the Tender Box situated at the Purchase
Department of QEWC, and should be in sealed envelops addressed to the
Head of Tender and Purchase Committee.

e ] ocation : Qatar Navigation Tower in Al-Dafna Area, Floor No.48, Zone 63

For More Information please contact us via email 3080@qewc.com E

Youth forum at Expo highlights Qatar's efforts for environment

resources. They also dis-
cussed the concept of sus-
tainability through the axes
of sustainable development,
biodiversity, water sustaina-
bility and renewable energy,
environmental biotech-
nology, and nutritional
aspect.

Al Anoud Al Magpbali dis-
cussed Qatar’s great role and
its efforts in reducing food
waste, contributing to
achieving the Qatar National
Vision 2030, as Qatar has
developed a strategy to
implement initiatives based
on best practices to reduce
food waste.

60th School Holy
Quran Contest
begins today

FROM PAGE 1

The 60th School Holy
Quran Contest is being
organised by the Department
of Religious Call and
Guidance at the Ministry of
Awgqaf and Islamic Affairs in
coordination with the Min-
istry of Education and Higher
Education.

The competition aims to
preserve the Book of God in
the hearts of generations, and
to pay attention to the Arabic
language because it is the
language of the Holy Quran,
while sharpening the enthu-
siasm of students to compete
in the most honourable field
of knowledge, which is the
Book of God Almighty.

The purpose of the
contest is raising generations
imbued with the morals of
the noble Quran who follow
the example of the prophet,
may God bless him and grant
him peace, “whose character
was the Quran,” and raising
generations to love the Book
of God and to have the Qur'an
alive in their hearts, and then
reflect on it and act upon its
guidance and rulings.
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JOINT ARAB ISLAMIC EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT

Amir’s speech at Riyvadh summit commended

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

rofessor Mariam Al Ali Al
PMaadeed, Vice President for

Research and Graduate Studies
at Qatar University praised the speech
of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani at the Joint Arab Islamic
Extraordinary Summit.

“The speech was important and
courageous and consistent with Qatar's
firm position toward the Arab core
issue, the cause of Palestine,” said Pro-
fessor Al Maadeed.

She added that the speech was
directed to the international com-
munity to remind stakeholders of their
legal and moral responsibilities
regarding the killing and destruction
taking place in Gaza by Israeli occu-
pation forces.

“The Amir rejected arbitrariness in
the provision of humanitarian aid,
threats, and political blackmail. HH
the Amir emphasized the harmony of
the position of the people in Qatar and
in the Islamic world in taking a firm
position, as the Amir reiterated the

H H the Amir explained that the Israeli
aggression on Gaza violated all
humanitarian laws and norms and
international agreements by the
bombing of hospitals and the
annihilation of families through its
mass murder of the Palestinian
people.”

TS

unwavering support of the state of
Qatar to the Palestinians and their
justice cause,” she further said.

Dr. Fatima Ali Hussain Al Kubaisi,
Associate Professor - Dean of College
of Arts and Science (CAS) at Qatar Uni-
versity, said that H H the Amir’s speech
at the Joint Arab Islamic Extraordinary
Summit in Riyadh yesterday was com-
prehensive and found good response
among the Arab people because he
spoke openly describing the ongoing
Israel aggression on the Palestinians
in Gaza Strip as collective punishment
and called the happenings in their real
names that reflect the true situation.

She said: “H H the Amir explained
that the Israeli aggression on Gaza vio-
lated all humanitarian laws and norms
and international agreements by the
bombing of hospitals and the annihi-
lation of families through its mass
murder of the Palestinian people.”

“Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani pointed out the way
the international community is han-
dling the war in Gaza which is disap-
pointing. The international community

The speech was directed to the
international community to remind
stakeholders of their legal and
moral responsibilities regarding
the killing and destruction taking
place in Gaza by Israeli occupation
forces.

Professor Mariam
Al Ali Al Maadeed

has failed to deter Israel from the
ongoing aggression on civilians,” she
further said.

The Dean of CAS noted that the
Arab people followed the visits of HH
the Amir to three Arab countries,
namely UAE, Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
“The Arab people sensed the keenness
of Qatar’s leadership to deter
aggression against the Palestinians and
Qatar’s adherence to the rights of the
Palestinian people, and this was clearly
emphasized in H H’s speech during the
Joint Arab Islamic Extraordinary
Summit.”

“H H the Amir spoke about the mis-
erable situation of the people in Gaza
rejecting the unjust Israeli practices
against the Palestinian people, calling
for action at all levels to deter this
injustice against the Palestinian
civilians. The diplomatic movement
carried out by Qatar and the speech of
His Highness confirms that the State
of Qatar is represented by its leadership
and its people, adopting the Palestinian
cause and keen to restore its position
among Arab and Islamic issues by

supporting the rights of the Palestinian
people and deterring Israeli
aggression,” Fatima Al Kubaisi said.

Dr. Talal Abdulla Al Emadi, Dean
of College of Law at Qatar University,
lauded the speech H H the Amir
delivered yesterday at the Joint Arab
Islamic Extraordinary Summit.

“The Amir of the State of Qatar, H
H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
delivered a very powerful speech.
While highlighting Qatar’s uncondi-
tional solidarity with the Palestinian
people, he insisted that international
organisations and states should take
all necessary measures to prevent
further crimes from happening,” Dr Al
Emadi said in a statement.

“H H the Amir reiterated that foun-
dational principles of international
humanitarian law must be respected
in times of war. He emphasized the
principle of distinction, according to
which only military objectives can be
targeted. Hospitals, safety zones and
other civil objects are immune from
attack. In his insightful speech, the
Amir also underlined that Qatar is

’mi N

committed to supporting any de-esca-
lation efforts via diplomatic means.”

Dr. Al Emadi said that the Summit
resulted in a resolution consisting of
31 clauses. “The resolution strongly
condemns Israeli aggression against
Palestine and stresses that the com-
mission of international crimes,
including war crimes, shall stop. Fur-
thermore, Arab-Islamic leaders called
on the international community and
the United Nations, in particular the
Security Council to take action to stop
these crimes and hold Israel
accountable.”

He added: “It is worth noting that
there are several competent interna-
tional commissions of inquiry for the
situation in Palestine. These interna-
tional bodies should continue their
fact-finding efforts to accumulate evi-
dence proving the atrocities that have
been taking place. This evidence can
certainly assist the Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court in his
ongoing investigation on the situation
in Palestine and the occupied
territories.”

H H the Amir delivered a very
powerful speech. While highlighting
Qatar’s unconditional solidarity with
the Palestinian people, he insisted
that international organisations and
states should take all necessary
measures to prevent further crimes
from happening

Dr. Talal Abdulla Al Emadi
[ ]

Turkish envoy lauds Amir's speech

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

mbassador of Tiirkiye to Qatar, H
AE Dr. Mustafa Goksu (pictured) has

lauded the speech of Amir H H
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani at
the joint Arab-Islamic summit held in
Riyadh yesterday.

Ambassador stressed what was stated
in H H the Amir’s speech regarding the
necessity of permanently opening safe
humanitarian crossings to deliver aid to
the affected in Gaza without any obstacles
or conditions.

He noted that the international com-
munity had failed in the test after the
recent events in Gaza, which H H the Amir
said, “The international community has
failed to assume its legal and moral
responsibilities and take action to stop war
crimes and massacres committed in the
name of self-defense, and put an end to
this aggressive war.”

Meanwhile, the Ambassador said that
Doha and Ankara agree on what H H the
Amir said about the firm and historical
position of Qatar in support of the stead-
fastness of the brotherly Palestinian

people and their just cause.

Goksu also praised Qatar’s efforts to
reduce the escalation, which H H the Amir
stated, “We are continuing to support all
regional and international diplomatic
efforts to reduce the escalation, stop
bloodshed, and protect civilians, including
making efforts in humanitarian mediation
to release the hostages, and we hope to
reach a humanitarian truce in the near
future to curb the worsening humanitarian

catastrophe.”

QNA — BAGHDAD

he Shura Council participated
Tin the meeting of the Standing

Committee on Political Affairs
of the Asian Parliamentary Associ-
ation (APA), which was held the Iraqi
capital, Baghdad.

Their Excellencies Members of
the Shura Council Eng. Ahmed bin
Hitmi Al Hitmi and Nasser bin
Mutarrif Al Humaidi, represented
the Council at the meeting.

During the meeting, members
of the bureau were elected. The
meeting also reviewed the report
of the Secretary-General of the
APA on the work of the com-
mittee, and discussed a number
of draft resolutions.

The attendees agreed that only
one topic would be raised during the
meeting, as they unanimously
agreed to choose the Israeli
aggression against Gaza and the
genocide and massacres that the

Palestinian people are subjected to
as the topic of discussion.

The meeting issued a statement,
in which the committee affirmed the
right of the Palestinian people to
struggle and legitimate resistance
by all available means in order to
establish the independent State of
Palestine with Jerusalem as its
capital, and the right of return of the
refugees who were displaced from
Palestine in 1948 in accordance with
UN General Assembly Resolution
194.

The statement called for an
immediate and unconditional halt
to all forms of hostilities, an end to
the unjust siege on Gaza, and the
delivery of urgent relief aid to the
Palestinian people.

Attendees of the meeting also
stressed the necessity of establishing
a fund for the reconstruction of cities
destroyed by the Israeli entity,
calling on the international com-
munity to adopt unified standards

Shura Council participates in Asian
parliamentary meeting in Baghdad

in dealing with similar issues, and
to put pressure on the Israeli side to
stop the war immediately and
adhere to international humani-
tarian laws and conventions.

The statement called for sup-
porting granting Palestine full mem-
bership in the United Nations, and
rejecting and stopping the Israeli
entity’s plans aimed at annexing the
entire Palestinian Jordan Valley
region, the northern Dead Sea, and
the settlements in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories.

The attendees expressed their
rejection of the Israeli entity’s plans
aimed at displacing the people of
Gaza and the West Bank outside the
borders of the Palestinian state.

The statement stressed the
necessity of ending the occupation
and aggression of the Israeli entity
on all Palestinian, Syrian and Leb-
anese territories, to achieve peace,
stability and prosperity in the Middle
East.

SYMPOSIUM

‘Continuous engagement with Taliban key to solving issues’

Gailani stressed that
the Muslim world has a
responsibility to talk to
the Taliban and find a
solution to the problem.

AYENI OLUSEGUN
THE PENINSULA

ore than two years after
Mthe Taliban took control

of Afghanistan on
August 15, 2021, with no formal
recognition from any country,
engagement with the Taliban
remains the right way to go, the
former head of the Afghan Red
Crescent Society has stressed.

Fatima Gailani, a prom-
inent member of the peace
negotiators and one of only
four women in the 21-member
team for the Doha Peace talks,
has urged that keeping the line
open and engaging with the
Taliban remain the key to
solving widespread issues in
the strife-hit country.

Speaking to The Peninsula
on the sidelines of the ‘Afghan-
istan Regional Symposium:
Confronting the Impasse’
organised by Georgetown Uni-
versity Qatar (GU-Q), Gailani
said previous discussions have
yielded some results.

“From outside, Afghanistan
is seeing what impact
engagement has had on the
behaviour of the Taliban. Over
and over again, we will insist
on things that we know from

AFGHANISTAN

REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM:
FRONTING THE IMPASSE

Fatima Gailani (second right) speaking during the panel session on ‘Education in Afghanistan Systemic
Challenges.’

the Islamic point of view on
what is important,” Gailani said.

“Moreover, there are mil-
lions of women in Afghanistan
that if an imam from Mecca or
Medina or a huge personality
or a delegation from Al Agsa or
Ulama from Qatar and Turkiye
— when they visit and hold con-
versations with the Taliban,
millions of women in Afghan-
istan know that they are not left
alone in their struggles. The
impact of these engagements is
profound because, if you talk
with the ministers of Taliban
now compared to two years
ago, it's a totally different point
of education view,” she added.

Last year, the Taliban
banned education for girls
beyond the sixth grade, and the
United Nations (UN) children’s

agency recently disclosed that
over one million girls are
affected by the ban. However,
estimates put five million
already out of school before the
Taliban takeover due to a lack
of facilities and other reasons.

Women and girls have also
been excluded from public
spaces like parks and most jobs.
The ban has triggered global
condemnation, with many
Muslim countries calling the
move un-Islamic.

Gailani stressed that the
Muslim world has a responsi-
bility to talk to the Taliban and
find a solution to the problem.
According to Gailani, it is
imperative to keep the
engagement going because, as
Muslims, education is not just
aright; itis a duty.

“It is my duty as a Muslim
woman to be educated and to
work. There is also a contra-
diction from the people outside
Afghanistan. There are many
institutions where women are
allowed to work and study.
Moraa University has a capacity
0f 10,000 students and only 80
students presently. What is the
excuse?” Gailani stressed.

Meanwhile, the one-day
symposium brought together
leading experts, scholars, and
policymakers to share deep
insights on the fundamental
challenges facing Afghanistan
and the rest of the world since
the Taliban regained gov-
ernment control in 2021. Dis-
cussions advanced valuable
analysis on solutions that can
support the social and

v
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Dean of GU-Q Dr. Safwan Masri delivers his opening address during

the symposium.

economic aspirations of the
Afghan people.

In his remarks, the dean of
GU-Q, Dr. Safwan Masri, said,
“The people of Afghanistan
face an oncoming humani-
tarian and economic crisis that
is more urgent than ever.
“While international support
for humanitarian aid is
essential, it alone cannot fully
address the underlying causes
of Afghanistan’s deteriorating
situation, including the nation’s
political strife, ongoing con-
flicts, and the intervention of
external factors and actors.”

“Having this particular con-
versation in Doha is especially
important given the mediation
role that Qatar has played in
Afghanistan. There is a moral
and pragmatic demand for the
international community to

assume responsibility for the
country’s recovery,” he added.

Also, a panel session
including Gailani, Suleiman bin
Shah, founder and CEO of the
Kabul-based Catalysts.Af,
Ambassador Melanne Verveer,
Director of the Georgetown
Institute for Women, Peace and
Security, and Hammed Hakimi
from the Atlantic Council ana-
lysed how engagement can
help women access available
education pathways, safeguard
their fundamental rights, and
the need for transformative
education.

Other sessions covered
“Reporting from Conflict Zones:
Media Resilience in Afghan-
istan,” “Afghanistan Imagined
by Afghans,” and “Climate
Change and Natural Resource
Governance.”
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Over 650 participants attend first
day of Sidra Medicine PMFG 2023

FUNCTIONAL GENOMICS (1]

Speakers and Moderators for the first day of the PMFG 2023 Conference.

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

S idra Medicine (a QF entity)

welcomed over 650
attendees, partners and
exhibitors and 50 local and
international speakers, to the
first day of its annual Precision
Medicine and Functional

Genomics (PMFG 2023)
Conference.
Sessions on Day 1 of PMFG

2023 focused on large scale
population genomic programs
from Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates
and the United Kingdom.
Session keynote speaker, Sir
Mark Caufield, Professor of
Clinical Pharmacology from
Queen Mary University of
London, was introduced by the
British Ambassador to Qatar,
H.E Jonathan Wilks CMG.

Sir Caulfield presented the
lessons learned from the
100,000 genomes project
while Director of the Qatar
Genome Program Dr. Said
Ismail discussed Qatar Genome
becoming a national enabler
of precision medicine. PMFG

2023 also featured an address
by Dr. Salih Ali Al Marri, the
Assistant Minister of Health
Affairs from Qatar’s Ministry
of Public Health.

In his remarks, Dr. Al Marri
noted: “The path to precision
medicine and the programs
and knowledge-sharing that
will be taking place in confer-
ences like this, is evidence to
the efforts being made to not
only improve healthcare but
to personalize it for the benefit
of all. I am proud of the roles
that Qatar-led and Qatar-
based health, educational and
research organizations are
doing in their respective fields
— to support the country’s
health strategy.”

The second session on Day
1focused on the clinical research
programs at Sidra Medicine
highlighting the achievements
and real-world impact of clinical
research on genetic and meta-
bolic disorders, cancer, fertility
complications, immune dysreg-
ulation and neurological
disorders.

PMFG 2023 Conference
Chairs, Dr. Bernice Lo and Dr.
Matteo Avella said: “We are
thrilled that to date, our hos-
pital has enrolled nearly 10,000
families in several of our
clinical and genetic research
programs. They have become
integral partners in helping us
understand rare diseases but
also to find better treatment
protocols and cures for diseases
and health challenges ranging
from diabetes, autism, cancer,
infertility and more.”

Dr. Khalid Fakhro, Chief
Research Officer at Sidra Med-
icine said: “It gives me great
pride to see how far Sidra Med-
icine’s precision medicine
journey has come. Thanks to
our key partners from the
health, education and research
sector and most importantly
our patients and their families
— we have made a significant
contribution to the genomic
research landscape in the Arab
world through several ground-
breaking programs and publi-
cations of hundreds of studies

in high-impact journals.

The second day of PMFG

2023 on today will feature:
Morning Session: The Power
of Precision Medicine and
Genomics in Pediatric
Healthcare. Keynote speaker,
Dr. Ed Liu, Jackson Labs, Pro-
fessor, President Emeritus and
Honorary Fellow - will be dis-
cussing Path to Precision Med-
icine: Advancing Human
Health and Economic Impact
at a National Scale.

Keynote speaker, Dr.
Stephen Kingsmore, President/
CEO of Rady Children’s
Institute for Genomic Medicine
will be discussing Rapid
genome sequencing for
newborn screening and inpa-
tient diagnosis of genetic
diseases.

A panel session on “Pre-
cision medicine and functional
genomics revolutionize pedi-
atric healthcare”. Afternoon
Session: Genomic Insights and
Innovations, From Single-Cell
Sequencing to Public Health
Applications.

QRCS conducts general
surgery project for
children in Jordan

THE PENINSULA — DOHA:

National Red Crescent
Society (JNRCS), the
representation mission of
Qatar Red Crescent Society
(QRCS) in Jordan is imple-
menting a general pediatric
surgery project in Amman.
Coordinated with the
Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees (UNHCR), The project
has a total budget of $91,496
(QR333,503), donated by the
benevolent people of Qatar.
The project is aimed at
improving the health condi-
tions of Syrian and Jordanian
children with health
problems who need surgical
interventions. To that end,
general surgery operations
are being performed free of
charge by a team of local
medical professionals, for the
benefit of 76 boys and girls.
Since the launch of the
project in mid-September,

I n partnership with Jordan

the team has made an
agreement with the imple-
menting partner, JNRCS, and
coordinated with UNHCR to
refer the patients who needed
general surgeries.

A public invitation was
announced for Syrian ref-
ugees out of camps, the
poorest Jordanians from the
host community, and vul-
nerable groups from other
nationalities in Jordan.

Then, the candidates
received medical examina-
tions and assessment, to
ensure their eligibility and
real need for surgery. So far,
74 surgeries have been per-
formed for 73 Syrian and Jor-
danian children, with a com-
pletion percentage of 92%.

QRCS covered the costs of
transportation for the
patients and their families to
and from the hospital. Lack
of money is one of the main
reasons why the patients
cannot show up for hospital
appointments.

QRCS is implementing a general pediatric surgery project in Amman.

Qatar Tourism leads 42 local
partners at WTM in London

Qatar Tourism officials at the World Travel Market in London.
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atar Tourism represented
QQatar at the World

Travel Market (WTM) in
London, leading a delegation
of 42 esteemed hospitality and
corporate partners.

The event took place from
November 6 - 8 at ExCeL London
and brought together more than
51,000 senior travel industry
professionals, distinguished
speakers, and representatives
from global tourism boards.

On the sidelines of the
event, Qatar Tourism held
several constructive meetings.
The delegation featured 39
hospitality partners and three
corporate partners including

Discover Qatar, Qatar Airways,
and Expo 2023 Doha.

Spread over 609 sqm, Qatar
Tourism’s two-storey pavilion
showcased the destination’s
one-of-a-kind attractions,
while demonstrating the coun-
try’s unique blend of modernity
and cultural authenticity. It also
featured a range of immersive
experiences including a Whale
Shark activation which allowed
visitors to step into an oceanic
enclave to witness the beauty
of this endangered species up
close. In addition, the Dynamic
Souq Experience transported
visitors to a bustling traditional
market with real-time sights
and sounds from Souq Wagif.
By utilising cutting-edge

projection mapping technology,
the booth’s windows served as
portals to the authentic exte-
riors of the Sougq.

Visitors enjoyed a fully
immersive room with pano-
ramic views of iconic destina-
tions across Qatar. Within this
space, visitors could explore
and interact with Qatar’s dis-
tinctive tourism offerings in
real-time.

To shine a spotlight on
Qatar’s heritage, the pavilion
incorporated a dedicated cul-
tural area where visitors
received personalised Arabic
calligraphy gifts, savoured tra-
ditional Arabic coffee, and
applied henna art by skilled
artists.

Ooredoo partners Cisco to launch
cloud phone service for businesses
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oredoo, in a landmark
Ocollaboration with

global tech titan Cisco,
has unveiled its Cloud Phone
service to the business
community. The launch under-
scores a robust partnership
between the two pioneering
industry leaders, aimed not only
to introduce the new Cloud
Phone service but also to shed
light on Ooredoo’s enhanced
Business Broadband services,
including the transformative
Business EDGE solution.

Chief Business Officer, Thani
Ali Al Malki, said, “In this era of
digital transformation, our stra-
tegic alliance with Cisco is a tes-
tament to Ooredoo’s com-
mitment to providing businesses
in Qatar with world-class solu-
tions. The introduction of Cloud
Phone, backed by Ooredoo’s
trusted broadband services,
embodies our dedication to
ensuring businesses are future-
ready, efficient, and digitally
empowered.”

In the joint conference and
demonstration of the services,
Cisco experts showcased the

many advantages of the Cisco
BroadSoft platform, the
backbone upon which the Cloud
Phone service is built. Ooredoo’s
experts delved into the nuances
of the tech solution, illustrating
its merits and emphasising the
foundational nature of the
Business Broadband and
Business EDGE services. They
demonstrated the simplicity of
activating Cloud Phone with just
a broadband internet con-
nection—showcasing the feasi-
bility of such an integration for
businesses of all shapes and
sizes.

MES Indian School wins overall championship

in 28th Sirat-un -Nabi Elocution

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

ES Indian School won
the overall champi-
onship in the 28th

Sirat-un -Nabi Elocution and
25th Holy Quran Recitation
competitions.

The event was held at MES
Indian School as part of pro-
moting national identity and
religious values among the
students. As many as sixty-
four participants from sixteen
expatriate schools partici-
pated in the events.

In the junior category of the
Recitation Competition, Mohd
Umair Mujeeb of MES Indian
School won the first prize. Mohd

Talha Shaikh of MESIS and Firas
Mahammad of Ideal Indian
School secured the second and
third prizes respectively.

In the senior category,
Abdul Rahman of MES Indian
School won the first prize while
Aftab Ahmed of Ideal Indian
School and Raed Abdul Nasar
Noble International School
secured the second and third
prizes respectively.

In the junior category of
the Elocution Competition,
Aaesha Fathima Basheer of
MES Indian School bagged the
first prize while Alham
Fathima of DPSMIS and Sahla
Fathima of Bhavan’s Public
School secured the second and

third prizes respectively.

In the senior category of
the elocution competition,
Onaisa Rashid of MES Indian
School bagged the first prize
while Aysha Siddiqga of Shan-
tiniketan Indian School and
Fathima Ikra Ashkaf of Birla
Public School secured second
and third prizes respectively.

Speaking on the occasion
President, Oryx Universal
College (Liverpool John Moores
University) Qatar Azmy Ameer
appreciated the commendable
initiatives of the school in incul-
cating the Islamic values and
ideals among the young minds
that are the future pillars of the
modern society.

Nando’s Qatar supports Breast Cancer Awareness Month

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

ando’s Qatar, renowned
N for its flame-grilled
PERi-PERi chicken and
a part of the Oryx Group for
food services in Qatar,
announced its participation in
their annual campaign to
promote breast cancer
awareness, in partnership with
the Qatar Cancer Society.
Nando’s initiated this cam-
paign with an internal
awareness activity, educating
their employees, affectionately
known as Nandocas, about the
importance of breast cancer
awareness. This was followed
by a “Pink Drink Competition,”
where all participants were
encouraged to create their
recipes for designer mocktail
drinks wusing Nando’s
ingredients.
Following an exciting

Nando's officials with display cheque of the cash donation in support of the Breast Cancer Awareness
Month.

competition, on the event day,
representing
Nando’s Pearl Casa, emerged

Mary Mae,

as the winner among the par-
ticipants. Her drink, “Bebida
Rosa,” a refreshing blend of

fresh orange and lemon juice
and grenadine syrup, became
the favorite drink of the

Nando’s initiated this
campaign with an
internal awareness
activity, educating

their employees,

affectionately known as
Nandocas, about the
importance of breast
cancer awareness.

season and was chosen as the
highlight for October across
Nando’s restaurants in Qatar.
“Bebida Rosa” not only
delighted taste buds but also
served a noble purpose.
Nando’s pledged to donate
% of the earnings from the
entire designer drink category
to the Qatar Cancer Society,
furthering their commitment

to breast cancer awareness.
On this donation day, COO

of Nando’s Qatar from the
Oryx Group for food services
Vyanktesh Jaiswal expressed,
“We are deeply honored to
stand alongside the Qatar
Cancer Society in this noble
cause. Our commitment goes
beyond crafting unique bev-
erages for our patrons. It is
about forging a healthier
future for our community. We
take immense pride in our
Nandocas and their unwa-
vering dedication to making a
meaningful difference.”

Marketing & Business
Development at Qatar Cancer
Society Zakariya Karazoun
added, “We appreciate the
support and partnership of
Nando’s Qatar and Oryx Group
for Food Services in raising
awareness about breast cancer
in their unique way. Every
effort towards awareness
makes an impact.”
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Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Minister HRH Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and other leaders at a joint Arab League-0IC summit in Riyadh.

Arab, Muslim leaders reject Israeli claims of 'self-defence’

AGENCIES — RIYADH

eaders from across the
LArab and Muslim world

gathered in Saudi capital
Riyadh yesterday to show soli-
darity with Palestinians and
condemn the ongoing Israeli
aggression.

The leaders rejected Israeli
claims of "self-defence" in Gaza
and demanded an immediate
halt to military operations there
after more than a month of war.
The final statement from a
summit said participants "reject
describing this war as self-
defence or justifying it under
any pretext".

The emergency meeting of
the Arab League and the Organ-
isation of Islamic Cooperation

(OIC) came as Israel has been
relentlessly bombarding the
Gaza Strip since October 7.

Addressing the meeting,
Saudi Crown Prince HRH Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
affirmed the kingdom’s une-
quivocal rejection and condem-
nation of Israel’s unjust war on
Palestine. He described the was
as “a humanitarian catastrophe
that exposes the failure of the
Security Council and the inter-
national community to curb the
blatant Israeli violations.”

He reiterated the call for an
immediate cessation of military
operations and the estab-
lishment of humanitarian cor-
ridors for the relief of civilians.
“Thousands of innocent
civilians, including children,

women, and the elderly, have
fallen victim, and hospitals,
places of worship, and infra-
structure have been destroyed,”
he said.

Prince Mohammed called
for working together to lift the
blockade by providing human-
itarian and relief aid, securing
medical supplies for the sick
and injured in Gaza. He
emphatically expressed Saudi
Arabia’s firm rejection of the
ongoing aggression, occupation,
and forced displacement of
Gaza residents.

The Crown Prince asserted
the Saudi position, holding the
occupying authorities respon-
sible for the crimes committed
against the Palestinian people
and their resources.

He said the only way to
achieve security, peace, and sta-
bility in the region is to end the
occupation, siege, and set-
tlement, ensuring the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people,
and establishing their inde-
pendent state within the 1967
borders with East Jerusalem as
its capital. Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said at
the summit that “it is a shame
that Western countries, which
always talk about human rights
and freedoms, remain silent in
the face of the ongoing mas-
sacres in Palestine”.

He said the Israeli adminis-
tration, which acts like the
“spoiled child of the West,” is
obliged to compensate for the
damage it has caused, Anadolu

news agency reported. “Jeru-
salem is our red line. It is our
wish that Jerusalem, known as
the city of peace, and all Pales-
tinian lands return to their old
times,” Erdogan said.

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi, on his first trip to Saudi
Arabia since the two countries
mended ties in March, said
Islamic countries should des-
ignate the Israeli army a “ter-
rorist organisation” for its
conduct in Gaza. “The US has
prevented the ceasefire in Gaza
and is expanding the scope of
the war,” Raisi said before
departing from Tehran. Syrian
President Bashar Al Assad said
a lack of concrete punitive
measures against Israel would
render the summit toothless. “If

we do not have real tools for
pressure, then any step we take
or speech we give will have no
meaning,” said Assad. He said
no Middle Eastern country
should engage in any “political
process” with Israel, including
developing economic relations,
until a lasting ceasefire is
reached. Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas said Wash-
ington had “the greatest
influence on Israel” and “bears
responsibility for the absence
of a political solution” to the
conflict. Raisi is the first Iranian
president to visit Saudi Arabia
since Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
attended an OIC meeting in the
kingdom in 2012. He also held
a face-to-face meeting with
Prince Mohammed.

Babies die at largest Gaza hospital under Israeli attacks

AFP — GAZA STRP

campaign in the besieged

Gaza Strip yesterday, killing
more than 11,000 people, mostly
civilians.

Israel faced growing calls to
protect civilians in Gaza as its
campaign intensified around
hospitals where Palestinians
have sought refuge from the
fighting.

The director of the besieged
territory’s largest hospital, Al
Shifa, said the compound was
struck repeatedly overnight and
lost power for hours after its
generator was hit.

Two premature babies in the

I srael continued its bombing

hospital had died due to the
power cuts, the group Physi-
cians for Human Rights Israel
said citing doctors on site.

"As a result of the lack of
electricity, we can report that
the neonatal intensive care unit
has stopped working. Two pre-
mature infants have died, and
there is a real risk to the lives of
37 other premature infants" at
Al Shifa hospital, the Israeli
doctors’ group said in a
statement.

Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) said on X, formerly
Twitter, that “the attacks against
Al-Shifa Hospital have dramat-
ically intensified. Our staff at the
hospital have reported a cata-

strophic situation inside.”

Gaza hospitals reported
being under constant fire and
running on nearly exhausted
supplies yesterday.

"We received calls about
dozens of dead and hundreds
wounded in air and artillery
strikes, but our ambulances
weren't able to go out because
of gunfire," said Al Shifa hospital
director Mohammad Abu
Salmiya.

The suffering in Gaza has
prompted growing calls for a
halt in five weeks of fighting in
order to protect civilian lives
and allow humanitarian aid into
the densely populated
territory.

People search for victims amid the rubble of a building hit by Israeli
bombing in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. (AFP)

Israeli tanks
shooting at Gaza
hospital: Palestine
Red Crescent

SPUTNIK -MOSCOW: The
Palestine Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) said yesterday
that Israeli tanks were
shooting at Al Quds hospital
in the Gaza Strip hosting
thousands of displaced
people.

"Israeli tanks are 20
meters [66 feet] away from
Al-Quds Hospital. Direct
shooting at the hospital, cre-
ating a state of extreme panic
and fear among 14,000 dis-
placed people,” the PRCS
wrote on X, formerly known
as Twitter.

S Africa summons
Israeli envoy

SPUTNIK -MOSCOW: Israeli
Ambassador to South Africa
Eliav Belotsercovsky has
been summoned over his
"unfortunate conduct" amid
the escalation of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the South
African Foreign Ministry said
on Friday.

"On 9 November 2023,
the Department of Interna-
tional Relations and Cooper-
ation (DIRCO) démarched the
Ambassador of the State of
Israel to South Africa, HE Mr
E Belotsercovsky, to discuss
the ambassador's recent
unfortunate conduct relating
to the unfolding, tragic Israel-
Palestine war," the ministry
said in a statement.

DIRCO Director-General
Zane Dangor was cited as
saying that Belotsercovsky
had been called upon to
conduct himself in line with
the Vienna Conventions and
covey to Israel the govern-
ment's concerns about the
situation in the Gaza Strip. On
Monday, South African Min-
ister in the Presidency Khum-
budzo Ntshavheni said that
the country would recall all
diplomats from Tel Aviv for
consultation.

Sudan fighting destroys strategic Khartoum bridge

AFP — WAD MADANI

strategic Nile bridge in
ASudan’s capital has
collapsed, the army and
rival paramilitaries said in
separate statements yesterday,
trading blame for its destruction
nearly seven months into their
devastating war.
Since April, forces loyal to
army chief Abdel Fattah Al

Burhan have been at war with
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) commanded by his
former deputy, Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo.

Witnesses reported “clear
signs of destruction on the
Shambat Bridge” which crosses
the White Nile and connecting
Khartoum’s sister cities of
Khartoum North and
Omdurman.

Images posted online,
which AFP was unable to
immediately verify, showed a
section of the bridge about
halfway across the river had
disappeared. Vehicles, appar-
ently damaged, lay on the part
of the bridge still standing.

The army said in a
statement that “the rebel militia
destroyed the Shambat Bridge
early this morning... adding a

new crime to their record.” The
paramilitary force denied the
accusation. In a statement, the
RSF charged that “the Burhan
terrorist militia... destroyed the
Shambat Bridge this morning,
thinking that they could defeat
our brave forces.” In August,
airstrikes and artillery fire
launched by army forces loyal
to Burhan hit the Shambat
Bridge.

Hezbollah strikes
Israeli troops
amassed at border

SPUTNIK -MOSCOW:
Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah said it struck
Israeli troops amassed near
the northern Israeli border
with Lebanon. "Islamic
resistance fighters struck
groups of occupation forces,"
Hezbollah said in a statement.

Israeli military said its
fighter jets hit a number of
Hezbollah targets in Lebanon,
in parallel to artillery strikes.

Israel revises its
death toll from
1,400 to 1,200

XINHUA —JERUSALEM: The
death toll of Israelis from the
October 7 attacks was revised
downward from approxi-
mately 1,400 to around 1,200,
according to Israeli Foreign
Ministry. Sources told Xinhua
that the vast majority of the
Israeli deaths resulted from
the Oct 7 attack and only a
small number were from
rocket launches. According
to the latest data released by
the Israeli army, 354 Israeli
soldiers have died in this
round of the conflict.

| Kick
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Musicians play their instruments as climate activists march to demand drastic
reduction in global plastic production, in Nairobi yesterday. (AFP)

Activists demand plastic action in Kenya

AFP — NAIROBI

undreds of environmental
H campaigners marched in the
Nairobi
yesterday demanding drastic curbs on
plastic production, ahead of a meeting
to negotiate a global plastics treaty.
Representatives from more than
170 nations will meet in Nairobi from
Monday to negotiate what concrete
measures should be included in a
binding worldwide treaty to end

Kenyan capital

plastic pollution.

Marchers called for the talks to
focus on cutting the amount of plastic
produced and waved placards reading
“Plastic crisis = climate crisis” and “End
multigenerational toxic exposure”.

They chanted “let polluters pay the
price” as they walked slowly behind

a ceremonial band from central
Nairobi to a park in the west of the

capital.

human blood streams.

problem.

Nations agreed last year to finalise
by 2024 a world-first UN treaty to
address the scourge of plastics found
everywhere from mountain tops and
the deepest sea trenches to inside

Negotiators have met twice
already but Nairobi is the first oppor-
tunity to debate a draft treaty pub-
lished in September that outlines the
many pathways to tackling the plastic

“There is a lot of talk on end of pipe
solutions which we do not need right
now,” Tiara Samson, an associate from
the Break Free From Plastic
movement, which organised the
march yesterday, told AFP.
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For Rent administrative offices

in the Bin Omran area
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Administrative building for sale 687 sgm

The building boats a ground floor, three
top floors, abasement,and parking .
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Land for sale at Energy City Qatar-Lusail Land Size : 3.953 sqm
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Land for sale at Energy City Qatar-Lusail Land Size : 4.656 sqm
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Awarehouse in the industrial area, 17 th Street, 659 square meters, divided into
two parts, an area of 380 square meters and an area of 279 square meters.
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CRISIS AT SEA

Chinese vessels chase Phlllppme boat in high-seas

AFP — SOUTH CHINA SEA

s a Philippine Coast Guard
Arubber boat carrying

journalists sped towards
Filipino troops on a grounded
navy vessel in the disputed
South China Sea, three Chinese
speed boats gave chase.

The high-seas pursuit near
Second Thomas Shoal in the
Spratly Islands on Friday ended
when Philippine Navy inflatable
speed boats deployed from the
crumbling BRP Sierra Madre
and blocked the approaching
Chinese vessels.

Moments later, the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard craft car-
rying AFP and a local media
outlet slipped into the shallow
waters of the shoal.

It floated about 180m from
the World War II-era BRP Sierra
Madre where a handful of
marines are stationed -- one of
nine Philippine outposts in the
hotly contested Spratlys.

The rusty hulk has been a
flashpoint for Manila and
Beijing since the Philippine
Navy ran it aground in 1999 to
check China’s advance in the

Media personnel film a presentation of the five Philippine rigid-hauled inflatable boats being shadowed
by China Coast Guard ships during the press conference at a hotel in Manila yesterday. (AFP)

waters.

China claims almost the
entire South China Sea and has
ignored an international ruling
that its stance has no legal basis.

It deploys steel-hulled ships
and speed boats to patrol the
waters and reefs in the sea and
has built artificial islands that it
has militarised to reinforce its

claims. Tensions have escalated
under Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos, whose admin-
istration has been increasingly
vocal in criticising Chinese
actions in the sea.

Resupply and rotation mis-
sions to the BRP Sierra Madre
have become a frequent trigger
of diplomatic spats between the

countries.

Manila accuses Chinese
vessels of harassing and
blocking Philippine boats deliv-
ering food, water and materials
for badly needed repairs.

Beijing, which has urged
Manila to remove the ship,
insists the Philippine vessels are
infringing China’s territorial

The rusty hulk has been
a flashpoint for Manila
and Beijing since the
Philippine Navy ran

it aground in 1999 to
check China’s advance
in the waters.

sovereignty.

Second Thomas Shoal is
about 200km from the western
Philippine island of Palawan,
and more than 1,000km from
China’s nearest major landmass,
Hainan island.

On Friday, the Philippines
accused the Chinese coast guard
of “dangerous harassment” of
Filipino boats near the reef,
including firing a water cannon
and blocking vessels.

The incident happened
nearly three weeks after two
collisions between Chinese and
Philippine vessels during
another resupply mission, with
the countries trading blame.

- ‘Shoulder-to-shoulder’
-China’s actions have sparked
international concern and

Grain tune: Indian PM’s millet music gets Grammy nod

fuelled fears for a potential
accident or miscalculation
serious enough to ignite a mil-
itary conflict.

Manila’s longtime ally
Washington reiterated Friday
that its mutual defence pact
with the Philippines “extends
to armed attacks on Philippine
armed forces, public vessels, or
aircraft — including those of its
Coast Guard -- anywhere in the
South China Sea.” “The United
States stands shoulder-to-
shoulder with our Philippine
ally in the face of the People’s
Republic of China’s (PRC)
repeated harassment in the
South China Sea,” US State
Department spokesman
Matthew Miller said in a
statement.

As the journalists sat in the
rubber boat under a cloudy sky
observing the dilapidated state
of the BRP Sierra Madre on
Friday, a US maritime patrol
plane circled overhead.

The Philippine Coast Guard
identified five Chinese coast
guard, 28 “maritime militia” and
five navy vessels floating
nearby.

B IN BRIEF

Japan, US to hold meeting in

AFP — NEW DELHI

Modi has made an entry into the

halls of global music with a song
featuring him and his passion for
millet nominated for a Grammy.

“Abundance In Millets” by Falu
and Gaurav Shah, a tune the musi-
cians say was “written and per-
formed” with the prime minister,
features speeches by Modi
expounding the benefits of his
favourite grain.

India is the world’s largest pro-
ducer and second-largest exporter
of millet, a gluten-free grain which
can grow on marginal land with

India’s Prime Minister Narendra

limited water, and Modi’'s gov-
ernment has been working to boost
its production and consumption
since coming to power in 2014.
“Millets are a wonder”, Falu and
Shah sing, pondering “what if we
could change the world?” The tune
was nominated Friday in the Best
Global Music Performance category,
alongside six others, ranging from
Nigerian Afrobeat star Burna Boy and
Davido, to Mexico’s Silvana Estrada
and Franco-Lebanese trumpeter
Ibrahim Maalouf.
Grammy-winning Indian-
American singer Falguni Shah, pop-
ularly known as Falu, has said the
song was a “smart idea” from Modi

himself who collaborated in its
making to realise his “vision” of
helping overcome hunger and alle-
viate poverty in the world.

The song was “written and per-
formed with Honourable Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to help farmers
grow millets and help end world
hunger”, Falu said on X in June.

Modi, 73, has called the tune
“very creative” and said he believes

t “will inspire more people to
embrace millets for healthy living!”
It was India’s suggestion that the
United Nations declare 2023 as the
International Year of Millets, and at
the G20 summit in September in New
Delhi world leaders were served an

all-vegetarian dinner dominated by
millet. Millet was a staple food in
many regions of India for thousands
of years, and was eaten as porridge,
flatbread, dosa pancakes and with
lentils.

But the “green revolution” that
started in India in the 1960s saw the
production of millet fall as hybrid
high-yield varieties of wheat and rice
gained prominence. As a result, millet
began to be seen as the food of the
rural poor.

“The shared efforts of our
farmers and us....will adorn India
and the world’s prosperity with a
new radiance,” Modi says in the
song, in a sample from a speech.

Australia
responds to
‘cyber incident’
affecting ports

AFP — SYDNEY

he Australian
Tgovernment said

yesterday it was
responding to a “significant
cyber security incident”
affecting several ports
operated by DP World
Australia that could last a
number of days.

Home Affairs Minister
Clare O’Neil said on social
media platform X the gov-
ernment was coordinating a
response to the incident and
that authorities were working
with DP World Australia “to
understand the impacts”.

O’Neil said the national
crisis management
framework employed during
the Covid-19 pandemic was
being used in response to the
incident. DP World Australia
did not respond immediately
to a request for comment
from AFP. However, the
ports operator said in a
statement quoted by The
Sydney Morning Herald it
had “restricted landside
access to our Australian port
operations while we con-
tinue our investigation” to
safeguard employees, cus-
tomers and its networks.

National Cyber Security
Coordinator Darren Goldie
said on X, formerly Twitter,
that the “interruption is likely
to continue for a number of
days and will impact the
movement of goods into and
out of the country”.

“DP World Australia has
advised it has restricted
access to its Australian port
operations in Sydney, Mel-
bourne, Brisbane and Fre-
mantle while it investigates
the incident,” he said.

The Australian Cyber
Security Centre, which leads
the government’s digital
security responses, was
advising the port operator and
“providing technical advice
and assistance”, he said. The
National Emergency Man-
agement Agency and National
Coordination Mechanism,
which streamlines a crisis
response, will meet together
today, Goldie said.

Pakistani police arresting Afghan women
and children in crackdown, activists claim

AP — KARACHI

akistani police are arresting
PAfghan women and children in

southern Sindh province as part
of a government crackdown on
undocumented migrants, activists said
yesterday.

More than 250,000 Afghans have
left Pakistan in recent weeks as the
government rounded up, arrested and
kicked out foreign nationals without
papers. It set an Oct. 31 deadline for
undocumented migrants to leave the
country voluntarily.

The expulsions mostly affect
Afghans, who make up the majority
of foreigners living in Pakistan.
Authorities maintain they are targeting
all who are in the country illegally.

Human rights lawyer Moniza
Kakar said police in Sindh launch mid-
night raids on people’s homes and

Human rights lawyer Moniza
Kakar said police in Sindh
launch midnight raids on
people’s homes and detain
Afghan families, including
women and children.

detain Afghan families, including
women and children.

Since November 1, she and other
activists have stationed themselves
outside detention centers in Karachi
to help Afghans. But they say they face
challenges accessing the centers. They
don’t have information about raid
timings or deportation buses leaving
the port city for Afghanistan.

“They’'ve been arresting hundreds
of Afghan nationals daily since the Oct.
31 deadline, sparing neither children

nor women,” Kakar said.

Last December, Afghan women
and children were among 1,200 people
jailed in Karachi for entering the city
without valid travel documents. The
arrests brought criticism from around
Afghanistan after images of locked-up
children were circulated online.

In the latest crackdown, even
Afghans with documentation face the
constant threat of detention, leading
many to confine themselves to their
homes for fear of deportation, Kakar
said. “Some families I know are strug-
gling without food, forced to stay
indoors as police officials continue
arresting them, regardless of their
immigration status.” She highlighted
the plight of refugee children born in
Pakistan without proof of identity,
even when their parents have papers.
Minors are being separated from their
families, she told The Associated Press.

San Francisco, says FM

SPUTNIK—TOKYO: THE Japanese and the US
Economy and Foreign Ministers will hold a 2+2
format meeting within the framework of the
APEC Ministerial Meeting in San Francisco on
November 14, the Japanese Foreign Ministry
said on Friday.

“Minister Kamikawa will visit San Fran-
cisco, U.S. from November 12th to 16th to attend
the APEC Ministerial Meeting, the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF) Ministerial
Meeting, and the Japan-U.S. Economic Policy
Consultative Committee Meeting (the Economic
‘2+2'),” the statement read.

The ministry added that the 2+2 format
meeting will be held on November 14.

The parties are to discuss “security and
economy as one, and expand and deepen
Japan-US cooperation in the economic field,”
according to the statement.

Chinese-built railway
inaugurated in Bangladesh

XINHUA—COX’S BAZAR: The Dohazari to Cox’s
Bazar Railway, one of the priority development
projects of Bangladesh, was inaugurated here
yesterday to bolster connectivity and transpor-
tation infrastructure in the South Asian country.

The 103.5-km railway, funded by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), was partly built by the
China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation
(CCECO) and the China Railway Group Limited
(CREC). Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen
attended the inauguration ceremony.

Prime Minister Hasina said this was the day
of feeling proud. “The long wait of Cox’s Bazar
residents has finally come to an end. There is a
longstanding demand in this region. The demand
is met today,” Hasina said, adding the rail link
marked the beginning of a new era. Chen Yongyi,
project manager of lot two, told Xinhua that the
railway, which will shorten the travel time
between Chattogram and Cox’s Bazar from six to
two hours, will become a key route of the trans-
Asian railway network in Bangladesh.

ENDING PROTESTS

150 Bangladesh garment factories shut, 11,000
workers charged as pollce curtalls protests

AFP — DHAKA

angladeshi garment
Bmanufacturers
yesterday shuttered 150
factories “indefinitely”, as
police issued blanket charges
for 11,000 workers in
connection with violent
protests demanding a higher
minimum wage, officers said.
Bangladesh’s 3,500
garment factories account for
around 85 percent of its $55
billion in annual exports, sup-
plying many of the world’s top
brands including Levi’s, Zara
and H&M.
But conditions are dire for
many of the sector’s four

Police personnel stand guard along a street as garment workers and activists protest in Dhaka
yesterday. (AFP

Ally of Myanmar
junta chief jailed
for corruption:
State media

AP — BANGKOK

military court in
Myanmar has
sentenced a general

who until recently was a
senior member of the coun-
try’s ruling council to five
years in prison for abusing
his authority and taking
bribes, state-run media
reported yesterday.

Lt. Gen. Soe Htut, who
was home affairs minister as
well as a member of the
ruling State Administration
Council, is the latest senior
officer to be jailed for cor-
ruption since the army seized
power from the elected gov-

million workers, the vast
majority of whom are women
whose monthly pay, until
recently, started at 8,300 taka
($75).

Violent protests demanding
better pay erupted last month,
with at least three workers
killed and more than 70 fac-
tories ransacked or damaged
since, according to police.

A government-appointed
panel raised the sector’s wage
by 56.25 percent on Tuesday to
12,500 taka, but garment

workers have rejected the hike,
instead demanding a 23,000
taka minimum wage.

On Thursday, 15,000
workers clashed with police on
a key highway and ransacked
Tusuka, a top plant, along with
a dozen other factories.

Police have filed cases
against 11,000 unidentified
people over the attack on
Tusuka garment factory,” police
inspector Mosharraf Hossain
told AFP.

Bangladesh police often

issue primary charges against
thousands of people — without
specifying their names — fol-
lowing large protests and
political violence, a tactic that
critics say is a way to crack
down on dissent.

Human rights groups have
previously warned such mass
cases launched against thou-
sands of unidentified people
gives police the license to target
innocent protesters.

Wage protests pose a major
challenge to Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina, who has ruled
the country with an iron fist
since 2009.

A resurgent opposition has
challenged her rule as she
readies for elections due before
the end of January.

Police told AFP that 150 fac-
tories had closed in the major
industrial towns of Ashulia and
Gazipur, both north of the
capital Dhaka, as manufac-
turers feared further strikes
when Bangladesh’s working
week began on Saturday.

ernment of Aung San Suu Kyi
more than 2 1/2 years ago.

A report in yesterday’s
state-run Global New Light
of Myanmar newspaper said
Soe Htut abused his rank and
authority by directing subor-
dinates to issue passports to
companies at their request,
accepted bribes and failed to
ensure that financial rules
and regulations were fol-
lowed for the staff welfare
fund of the home affairs
ministry.
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EDITORIAL
Call for global action

In a strongly worded speech at the Joint Arab Islamic

Extraordinary Summit in Riyadh yesterday, the Amir H

H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has once again
urged the international community to play its part in imme-
diate cessation of Israel’s illegal military operations in Gaza
that has killed more than 11000 Palestinians mostly children
and women.

As Israeli forces continue to bomb Gaza’s hospitals and
shooting people trying to flee those hospitals, Saudi Arabia
hosted the extraordinary summit bringing together coun-
tries from the Islamic and Arab world to “unify efforts” on
Gaza’s worsening situation.

While no strong stance on Israeli aggression came out
as a result of the summit, the leaders spoke on bringing an
end to humanitarian catastrophe on Palestinians living in
Gaza while expressing their dejection over failure of the
international community and United Nations Security Council
to stop the atrocities on the people of Gaza.

In his powerful speech, the Amir said the international
community “has failed to shoulder its legal and moral
responsibilities and take whatever action necessary to stop
war crimes and massacres committed in the name of self-
defence, and to put an end to this war of aggression.”

“As our hearts break with pain at the sight of the mass
killing of children, women, and the elderly, and the human
suffering, we wonder how long will the international com-
munity continue to treat Israel as if it is above international
law, and how long will it be condoned to flout all interna-
tional laws in its brutal, never-ending war on the country’s
indigenous population.”

“The international world remains immune in front of all
these scenes. Who could have imagined that hospitals could
be publicly shelled in the 21st century?” he said.

Since the war broke out between Hamas and Israel,
Qatar has been making the best possible efforts for de-
escalation and the Amir said Qatar is continuously sup-
porting all regional and international diplomatic efforts for
de-escalation, stemming the bloodshed, and protecting
civilians, including making efforts in humanitarian medi-
ation to release the hostages.

The Amir also reiterated Qatar’s demand of permanent
and safe humanitarian corridors “for an unhindered and
unconditional delivery of aid to those affected and afflicted,
stressing the need to make the aid accessible to all parts
of the Gaza Strip. “This is the weakest level of faith, and
the least that we can all do,” he said.

The Amir appreciated the effort of Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, and H R H Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
the Crown Prince and Prime Minister in hosting the crucial
summit to raise voice for innocent Palestinians.
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Why is Israel bombing Gaza hospitals,
ambulances? It’s all about ‘winning’

NEVE GORDON — AL JAZEERA

cross Israel, huge bill-
Aboards tower over

central highways, while
large placards have been placed
in front of schools, super-
markets, and government
buildings. They all feature a
new slogan: “Together we will
win.” The slogan is short and
sharp (in Hebrew, it is made up
of two words, “beyahad
nenatzeach”) and has been
embraced by large segments of
Israel’s Jewish population. Part
of its attraction is likely due to
its ambiguity, allowing each
viewer to interpret the word
“win” differently.

Despite different interpre-
tations of what victory would
look like, however, there
appears to be wide consensus
among Israelis that a victory of
any type can only be achieved
through unleashing lethal vio-
lence on Gaza.

Otherwise, how do we
explain that when fleeing resi-
dents, travelling on a road Israel
identified as a “safe route” to
the south, are hit by a deadly
air strike not a single voice on
mainstream media is heard
criticising the assault? Nor do
we hear any outrage when
bombs are dropped in the
middle of one of the most
crowded neighbourhoods in
Jabalia refugee camp or when
missiles strike a convoy of
ambulances. For most Israelis,
“winning” currently seems to
justify almost any violence.

As the past month demon-
strates, most Israelis appear to
have had no qualms about the
military dropping 30,000
tonnes of explosives on Gaza,
damaging around 50 percent
of all housing units throughout
the Gaza Strip, and rendering
at least 10 percent of these
uninhabitable.

Almost 70 percent of Gaza’s
population of 2.3 million has
been forcibly displaced from
their homes due to bombing
and raids. Half of the hospitals
and 62 percent of primary care
health centres are effectively
out of service and one-third of
all schools have been damaged
and about nine percent are now
out of service.

This, many Israeli Jews
believe, is part of what is
needed to “win” and, thus, the
Palestinians will just have to
suffer thousands of civilian cas-
ualties, including the deaths of
the more than 4,000 children
killed to date. They seem to
accept that “winning” entails
killing on average six children
every hour since October 7, and
transforming Gaza into a
“graveyard for children,” as UN
chief Antonio Guterres put it.

The kind of indiscriminate
bombing we have seen in the
past month is undoubtedly part
of Israel’s effort to assert deter-
rence in relation to Hamas, as
well as Hezbollah. The message
is clear: look at the destruction
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Palestinians arrive in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday, after fleeing their homes in
Gaza City and the Northern Gaza Strip. (AFP)

For the Israeli political right and many on the
political centre, “winning” means transforming
parts of northern Gaza and a large perimeter
around the Strip’s northern, eastern and southern
borders into a no-man’s land. It means the
permanent removal of populations from the north
to the south and from Gaza’s borders inward.

in Gaza and beware.

Yet even the wholesale
bombing of Gaza needed for this
kind of deterrence is not really
the end goal. What “winning”
ultimately means for most
Jewish Israelis is the complete
annihilation of Hamas, and the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

Advertisement Consid-
ering that Hamas is an ide-
ology, a social movement and
a governing apparatus that
includes a military arm, the
scope and feasibility of this
goal are unclear, but it will
definitely entail killing thou-
sands of combatants, including
their political and military
leaders, demolishing the
tunnel system Hamas has
created, and destroying the
weapons the group has
amassed. And the killing of
thousands of civilians, the
massive displacement of the
population, and extensive
destruction of civilian sites is
considered legitimate “col-
lateral damage”.

But if the destruction of
Hamas is the end goal, then
“winning” also entails a regime
change in Gaza as well as cre-
ating a new reality on the
ground where Israel controls
not only the borders sur-
rounding the Gaza Strip, but
also what happens within these
borders.

It is only at this point,
however, that the current
widespread consensus in Israel
about the need to annihilate
Hamas becomes fractured and
“winning” is interpreted dif-
ferently according to the
political group to which one
belongs.

For the religious right, the

heinous Hamas massacre is
considered an opportunity to
resettle the Gaza Strip with
Jewish settlers. The blanket
bombing and the displacement
of more than a million Pales-
tinians makes it possible to
slice the Strip into different
parts and to create Palestinian-
free zones where Jewish set-
tlers can take over land and
rebuild settlements. Reset-
tlement of the Gaza Strip is,
however, part of a larger plan
to Judaise the entire region —
from the river to the sea. At this
very moment — and under the
cover of Israel’s violence in the
Gaza Strip — settlers belonging
to this political group are
expelling Palestinian commu-
nities from the hills east of
Ramallah, the Jordan Valley
and the South Hebron Hills in
the West Bank. “Winning” for
them is completing the Nakba
once and for all by replacing
the indigenous population with
Jews throughout the Biblical
land of Israel.

For the Israeli political
right and many on the political
centre, “winning” means trans-
forming parts of northern Gaza
and a large perimeter around
the Strip’s northern, eastern
and southern borders into a
no-man’s land. It means the
permanent removal of popu-
lations from the north to the
south and from Gaza’s borders
inward while confining the
Palestinians into an even
smaller prison than the one
they have lived in for the past
16 years. It entails creating a
puppet government respon-
sible for running municipal
tasks, not unlike the Pales-
tinian Authority in the West

Bank, and it means Israeli sol-
diers will periodically enter the
Gaza Strip to “mow the lawn,”
similar to what the military
does in Jenin.

Advertisement The
remaining political centre and
many Jewish Israeli liberals do
not really know what
“winning” means beyond the
exertion of horrific violence to
“destroy Hamas.” Trapped in
a militaristic and now retrib-
utive paradigm, they seem to
think that Israelis and Pales-
tinians are locked in a fatalistic
zero-sum game where only the
application of violence against
Palestinians will somehow
ensure Jews are safe. Not
entirely sure about what
victory means, but desiring this
end result, nonetheless, they,
too, support the violence.

Thus, whether the vast
majority of Jewish Israelis
admit to it or not, “winning”
involves a widescale elimina-
tionist drive that is directed
against the Palestinian people
and not merely Hamas.

Only a tiny segment of
Israel’s Jewish society is
refusing these forms of
“winning” and are calling for
an immediate ceasefire. For
them, then, winning entails a
complete and total paradigm
shift, transforming Israel into
a single democratic state
between the Jordan River and
the Mediterranean Sea where
Jews and Palestinians can live
together as equals.

For this group, the
“together” in the slogan
“together we will win” is not
the Jewish exceptionalism that
reigns in Israel (and in many
quarters around the world) but
a Jewish Palestinian alliance,
something that today seems
like a far-fetched dream. This
prophetic vision, however, is
the only notion of winning
worth fighting for. And our
only hope for a peaceful future
in this historic land.

Neve Gordon is Professor of
International Law at Queen
Mary University of London.

Injured kids are dying in Gaza, send in the hospital ships

MICHAEL ROSE — THE WASHINGTON POST

n October 8, President Biden
O ordered a fleet of military ships and

an aircraft carrier closer to the war
between Israel and Hamas. Days later, he
ordered a second carrier group to steam
into the eastern Mediterranean. As a doctor,
I don’t pretend to know the geopolitical
calculus governing these decisions. But I
do know what it feels like to witness the
death of a child - and to be haunted by the
possibility that it was preventable. I know
that, with thousands of children dying in
the current Middle East conflict, there are
two other ships we ought to send to the
region.

The USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy are
floating 1,000-bed hospitals equipped with
well-trained staff, operating rooms and
even intensive care units. They provide
mobile medical and surgical services to
support disaster relief and humanitarian
operations and have been deployed
numerous times across the globe. Yet as
one of the worst humanitarian crises of our
lifetime unfolds, the Mercy is en route to a
planned mission in the Pacific, and the
Comfort is moored in Mobile, Ala., under-
going upgrades. Planned partnerships and
maintenance are important, but in times
of crisis, triage is required. We should send
the ships instead to Gaza, where too many
children have already perished.

There would be challenges to readying
the mobile medical centers and sailing them

There would be challenges to
readying the mobile medical
centers and sailing them to
the Mediterranean in a timely
manner, but there are few groups
more capable of implementing
timely logistics. In 2010, the
USNS Comfort arrived in Haiti
just a week after a devastating
earthquake injured thousands
and damaged the country’s
largest hospital beyond repair.

to the Mediterranean in a timely manner,
but there are few groups more capable of
implementing timely logistics. In 2010, the
USNS Comfort arrived in Haiti just a week
after a devastating earthquake injured
thousands and damaged the country’s
largest hospital beyond repair. The most
efficient strategy would probably involve
diverting the fully staffed and equipped
Mercy from its routine mission while com-
mencing a speedy readying of the Comfort.

Some might worry that the ships’
deployment to Gaza might help Hamas. But
by focusing U.S. aid on children younger
than 15, who make up around 40 percent
of Gaza’s population, we can ensure that
care is directed to noncombatants only. The
same holds true for concerns that Hamas

could try to smuggle wounded fighters
onboard, the way it tried to smuggle them
out of Gaza along with injured bystanders.
The patients would be young children, and
they would return to Gaza with their
parents after recovering. Ultimately, if U.S.
officials could successfully sort out
bystanders from terrorists at the Egyptian
border, they would be able to differentiate
children from combatants entering their
own ship.

Others might fear for the safety of our
sailors. Certainly, no one is fully safe near
a war zone. Because of their size, however,
the Comfort and Mercy would have to
anchor out at sea with patients arriving via
Navy helicopters or smaller boats. This dis-
tance from the front lines decreases the risk
of disaster from a misfired missile or
botched bomb.

President Biden has made clear that he
stands behind Israel in its fight against
Hamas while also supporting humanitarian
efforts for Palestinian civilians. Deploying
the USNS Comfort and Mercy to care for
injured children in Gaza offers a rare oppor-
tunity for an unambiguous good in a war
that currently feels hopeless.

I'm a doctor, and not adequately trained
to understand the complexities of this con-
flict and the region. But I know that eve-
ryone can understand the simplicity of this
humanitarian mission.

Michael Rose is an assistant professor
of medicine and pediatrics at Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine.
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Thousands join pro-Palestine
demonstration in London

AFP — LONDON

uge crowds marched
H through the British

capital yesterday, as
pro-Palestinian supporters
made their latest mass call for
a ceasefire, with police out in
force to prevent clashes with
counter-protesters.

The “National March for
Palestine”, organised by the
Stop the War Coalition, set off
after a two-minutes’ silence to
remember Britain’s war dead
on Armistice Day was observed
at The Cenotaph war memorial
in central London at 1100 GMT.

Huge crowds of protesters
waved black, red, white and
green Palestinian flags and held
aloft placards proclaiming “Stop
Bombing Gaza”, just over a
month since a Hamas attack
killed more than 1,200 and took
some 240 people hostage,
according to Israel.

Five weeks of an Israeli mil-
itary campaign in response has
left just over 11,000 people in
Gaza dead, according to the
health ministry in the coastal
enclave. As the march set off,
protesters shouted “free Pal-
estine” and “ceasefire now”.

London’s Metropolitan
Police has made a total of nearly
100 arrests at previous

The “National March for
Palestine”, organised
by the Stop the War
Coalition, set off after
a two-minutes’ silence
to remember Britain’s
war dead on Armistice
Day was observed

at The Cenotaph war
memorial in central
London at 1100 GMT.

pro-Palestinian marches,
including for supporting Hamas.

But yesterday’s march has
generated concern because it
coincides with Armistice Day,
commemorating the end of
fighting in World War I in 1918
— and political criticisms about
the policing operation.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
made a late plea for calm late
on Friday, calling for protesters
to do so “respectfully and
peacefully”.

Met Police deputy assistant
commissioner Laurence Taylor
said march organisers had
changed the route from Hyde
Park to the US Embassy in south
London to ensure it will not pass
any landmark memorials.

Previous events have seen

“small groups break away” and
that “their behaviour has been
escalating and becoming more
violent”, Taylor, who is leading
the policing operation, told
reporters.

Metal barriers have been
placed around the area con-
taining the most significant
memorials, and an exclusion
zone created, with police able
to arrest any marchers who try
to breach it.

Thousands of people
wearing red poppies — the
symbol of remembrance —
stood heads bowed at The Cen-
otaph on Whitehall for a solemn
ceremony of reflection, with
other services held up and
down the country.

Minor scuffles broke out
near the memorial as counter-
protesters — many dressed in
black with their faces covered,
and some waving England’s St
George’s flag and the Union Jack
— tried to break through police
lines. Missiles were later thrown
at officers in the nearby Chi-
natown area, the Met said on X
(formerly Twitter).

Taylor has said counter-
protesters were likely to include
groups of football hooligans,
and police were “likely” to have
to use force at some point
against  “pockets  of
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Former Labour party leader Jeremy Corbyn (centre) joins protesters with placards and flags taking
part in the ‘National March For Palestine’ in central London, yesterday. (AFP)

confrontation”.

British media reported that
Tommy Robinson, the leader of
the far-right English Defence
League, was among the
counter-protesters.

About 1,850 police officers,
including some from other
forces across Britain, have been
drafted in to keep the peace,
with 1,375 today, when a
national service of remem-
brance takes place at The Cen-
otaph led by King Charles III,

senior royals and political
leaders.

Home Secretary Suella
Braverman, an increasingly out-
spoken right-winger, has done
little to quell tensions, by
accusing police of being more
sympathetic to so-called left-
wing protests than others.

Support for Palestinians is
a long-standing policy of the
British political left.

The government was also at
odds with the Met this week,

with ministers calling for the
march to be banned, sparking
concern over political inter-
ference in operational matters.

Sunak said he would hold
Met Police commissioner Mark
Rowley “accountable” for his
decision to allow the demon-
stration to go ahead.

Rowley has said, however,
that it does not meet the
threshold for requesting a rare
government order to stop it
going ahead.

Macron: Israeli
strikes in Gaza
have no legitimacy

SPUTNIK — MOSCOW

rench President
F Emmanuel Macron said

on Friday Israel’s
strikes on the Gaza Strip have
no reason or legitimacy and
must be stopped.

Earlier, Macron stated the
need to financially support
the Middle East countries to
prevent them from being
drawn into the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict.

“De facto — today,
civilians are bombed — de
facto. These babies, these
ladies, these old people are
bombed and killed. So there
is no reason for that and no
legitimacy. So we do urge
Israel to stop,” Macron told

Spain’s acting PM signs new deals with small parties

AP — MADRID

pain’s Socialist party on
SFriday wrapped up deals

with a bunch of small parties
to ensure acting Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez has enough parlia-
mentary support to be reelected,
possibly next week.

The accords follow weeks
of intense negotiations and
highlighted the Socialists’ ability
to reach agreements with
parties across the country
despite having finished second
place in July 23 elections with
only 121 parliamentary seats in
the 350-seat Parliament.

Sdnchez and the Socialists
on Friday signed agreements
with the Basque Nationalist
Party and a Canary Island coa-
lition that mean that Sanchez
should be able to count on the
support of 179 legislators, three
more than the 176 majority
required in Parliament to be
chosen as the next prime min-
ister. Sdnchez has been in office
since 2018.

The president of the par-
liament is expected to set a date
for an investiture debate and
vote within the next few days.

Probably the biggest and
potentially most damaging deal

was struck Thursday with a
fringe Catalan separatist party
led by fugitive former Catalan
President Carles Puigdemont
that is promising the support of
its seven parliament members
in exchange for an amnesty for
potentially thousands of people
involved in the region’s failed
secession bider concessions.
Details of an amnesty bill
have yet to be released but it
stands to benefit Puigdemont and
scores of others, from minor gov-
ernment officials to ordinary cit-
izens, who ran into legal trouble
for their roles in Catalonia’s
illegal secession attempt that

brought Spain to the brink of
rupture six years ago.

Spain’s courts are still trying
to have Puigdemont extradited
from Belgium. Given that he is
considered an enemy of the
state for many Spaniards, any
deal that benefits him is politi-
cally toxic.

The amnesty has raised the
ire of Spain’s two main oppo-
sition parties, the right-of-
center Popular Party and the
extreme right Vox group. It has
also roused discontent in the
judiciary and police unions.

Tens of thousands of people
have rallied in Madrid and

BATTLEGROUND

Russia targets Kiev region after two months

Barcelona against the amnesty
in recent weeks.

Violence broke out late
Thursday night outside the
Socialist Party’s headquarters
after four consecutive nights of
protests. Bottles, beer cans and
fireworks were thrown at a
heavy police cordon, and officers
moved in using batons to break
up the protests and make arrests.
More protests are planned for
Friday and over the weekend.

Sdnchez, who formerly
opposed an amnesty, insists
now it is needed for a return to
normal political life in Catalonia
and will benefit Spain.

E IN BRIEF

Croatia’s defence minister

the BBC.

He said there is no other
solution for Gaza than a
humanitarian pause and a
ceasefire.

Polish nationalists
organise march
in capital Warsaw

AP — WARSAW
housands of people
walked through
Warsaw yesterday in a

march organised by nation-
alist groups as Poland cele-
brated its Independence Day
holiday, 105 years after the
nation regained its statehood
at the end of World War L.

Participants carried
Poland’s white-and-red flag
and some burned flares as
they marched along a route
leading from the city centre
to the National Stadium.

While many patriotic
events take place across the
nation of 38 million each
year, the yearly Inde-
pendence March has come
to dominate news coverage
because it has sometimes
been marred by xenophobic
slogans and violence.

This year’s event was
attended by some 40,000
and passed off peacefully,
the Warsaw mayor, Rafal
Trzaskowski, said.
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AFP — KIEV

missile targeted Kiev yesterday,
ending nearly two months of

relative calm in the Ukrainian

capital, while frontline regions
fended off waves of drone attacks
overnight.

Ukraine is bracing for a renewed

Russian aerial onslaught this winter,
after systematic strikes last year tar-
geted the country’s energy grid,
leaving thousands without heating
or electricity in freezing temperatures
for long periods.

“After a long pause of 52 days, the

enemy renewed missile attacks on
Kiev,” said the head of the Kiev city
military administration Sergiy Popko.

He added that the Russians had

launched a missile attack on the
capital yesterday morning.

AFP journalists in central Kiev
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heard two strong explosions and saw
trails in the sky at dawn.

Air sirens sounded soon after that.

Asked why the alarm had gone
off after the explosion, air force
spokesman Yuriy Ignat said on tele-
vision that “ballistic missiles fly
extremely fast and are not as visible
as cruise missiles on the radars.” The
air force said it was clarifying
whether the capital had been targeted
by an Iskander ballistic missile, or by
an S-400 anti-aircraft missile.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said on Tuesday that Ukraine had
deployed more Western air defence
systems, as it braces for a second full
winter of Russian attacks on energy
facilities. Air defences last downed a
missile in Kiev on September 21. The
falling debris wounded seven people,
including a child. There were no
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A Russian serviceman receiving a combat FPV-drone from Leonid Slutsky (left),
the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party during a ceremony in Simferopol,
Crimea, on November 9, 2023. (AFP)

reported casualties or damage in the
capital itself yesterday.

But two missiles hit a field
between two settlements in the wider
Kiev region, the head of the regional
military administration said.

“The blast wave damaged five
private residential buildings. In par-
ticular, roofs and windows were
smashed,” Ruslan Kravchenko said.

Other regions of Ukraine mean-
while fended off drone attacks over-
night. The air force said it downed 19
of the 31 attack drones launched by
Moscow between Friday evening and
yesterday 3am (0100 GMT).

“The Russian occupants sent most
of the attack UAVs to the frontline
areas,” it said.

It added Russia used several mis-
siles overnight, but did not specify if
any of them were downed.

Ukraine warned it may attack
Russian oil and gas infrastructure if
Moscow repeats its campaign of
strikes on energy infrastructure over
the winter.

Energy Minister German Galush-
chenko said it “would be fair” to
target Russia’s oil and gas infra-
structure if Ukraine’s power grid
came under sustained attacks, in an
interview with Politico.

On the ground, Ukrainian forces
are facing assaults from Russian
troops around the eastern frontline
town of Avdiivka.

“Our servicemen and women are
steadfastly holding the line in the
Avdiivka sector,” Ukrainian army
commander Oleksandr Tarnavskyi
said.

Iceland evacuates town over fears of volcano eruption

AP — LONDON

esidents of a fishing town in
Rsouthwestern Iceland left

their homes yesterday after
increasing concern about a potential
volcanic eruption caused civil
defence authorities to declare a state
of emergency in the region.

Police decided to evacuate Grin-
davik after recent seismic activity
in the area moved south towards
the town and monitoring indicated
that a corridor of magma, or semi-
molten rock, now extends under the

community, Iceland’s Meteoro-
logical Office said. The town of
3,400 is on the Reykjanes Peninsula,
about 50km southwest of the
capital, Reykjavik.

“At this stage, it is not possible to
determine exactly whether and where
magma might reach the surface,” the
Meteorological Office said.

Authorities also raised their avi-
ation alert to orange, indicating an
increased risk of a volcanic eruption.
Volcanic eruptions pose a serious
hazard to aviation because they can
spew highly abrasive ash high into

the atmosphere, where it can cause
jet engines to fail, damage flight
control systems and reduce
visibility.

A major eruption in Iceland in
2010 caused widespread disruption
to air travel between Europe and
North America, costing airlines an
estimated $3bn as they cancelled
more than 100,000 flights.

The evacuation comes after the
region was shaken by hundreds of
small earthquakes every day for
more than two weeks as scientists
monitor a buildup of magma some

Skm underground.

Concern about a possible
eruption increased in the early
hours of Thursday when a mag-
nitude 4.8 earthquake hit the area,
forcing the internationally known
Blue Lagoon geothermal resort to
close temporarily.

The seismic activity started in
an area north of Grindavik where
there is a network of 2,000-year-
old craters, geology professor Pall
Einarrson, told Iceland’s RUV. The
magma corridor is about 10km-long
and spreading, he said.

badly injured in car crash

AP—ZAGREB: CROATIA'’S defence minister was
seriously injured in a car crash early yesterday
in which another person died, officials said.

The accident happened around 6am on a
road in eastern Croatia. Minister Mario Banozic,
44, was driving a car that was in collision with
avan, Croatia’s Defence Ministry and the state
HRT television reported. The van driver was
killed in the crash.

“We are expressing our condolences to the
family of the person who was killed,” gov-
ernment spokesman Marko Milic said on the X
platform, formerly known as Twitter.

Milic added that Banozic’s condition is not
life-threatening, though he suffered serious
injuries. Doctors said he had head and brain
contusions and remains under observation, but
he is conscious.

Germany to scale back
refugee security checks

SPUTNIK — MOSCOW: The German Interior
Ministry will scale back security checks
currently in place for refugees and end the head
count to streamline the process, German media
reported yesterday.

An internal memo circulated at the Federal
Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF) said
there should be fewer ID checks going forward,
the Bild daily newspaper reported. It will also
ban analysis of mobile phone data for citi-
zenship identification and run fewer checks on
refugees in EU databases.

The measures have reportedly been agreed
on by the Interior Ministry and BAMF, which
said it had received the highest number of
asylum requests since 2016. The federal office
said that 31,887 first-time applications were
made in Germany in October.

31 hurt in suspected gas blast
at Italian migrant centre

AFP—ROME :A suspected gas explosion
partially brought down a building housing
asylum seekers in central Italy overnight
injuring 31 people, firefighters said yesterday.

Avideo published by the fire service showed
sections of the two-storey building in San
Lorenzo Nuovo, near Viterbo, reduced to rubble
after the blast which occurred shortly before
midnight. The fire service said there had been
an “explosion and partial collapse” of the
building it described as a reception centre,
“probably as a result of a gas leak”.

Thirty-one people had been confirmed
injured, it said, after rescue searches that
included the use of sniffer dogs.One person was
in a serious condition.
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ELECTION INTERFERENCE CASE

Trump pushes for ,Ipromgkdctmg his federal trial

WASHINGTON — AP

onald Trump is pushing
D for his federal election

interference trial in
Washington to be televised,
joining media outlets that say
the American public should be
able to watch the historic case
unfold.

Federal court rules prohibit
broadcasting proceedings, but
The Associated Press and other
news organizations say the
unprecedented case of a former
president standing trial on
accusations that he tried to
subvert the will of voters war-
rants making an exception.

The Justice Department is
opposing the effort, arguing that
the judge overseeing the case
does not have the authority to
ignore the long-standing
nationwide policy against
cameras in federal courtrooms.
The trial is scheduled to begin
on March 4.

Lawyers for Trump wrote
in court papers filed late Friday
that all Americans should be
able to observe what they char-
acterise as a politically moti-
vated prosecution of the Repub-
lican front-runner for his party’s

The request for a
televised trial comes as
the Washington case
has emerged as the
most potent and direct
legal threat to Trump’s
political fortunes.

presidential nomination in
2024. The defense also sug-
gested Trump will try to use the
trial as a platform to repeat his
unfounded claims that the 2020
election that he lost to Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden was stolen from
him. Trump has pleaded not
guilty.

“President Trump abso-
lutely agrees, and in fact
demands, that these pro-
ceedings should be fully tele-
vised so that the American
public can see firsthand that this
case, just like others, is nothing
more than a dreamt-up uncon-
stitutional charade that should
never be allowed to happen
again,” Trump’s lawyers wrote.

The request for a televised
trial comes as the Washington
case has emerged as the most
potent and direct legal threat to

Supporters of former US Pre5|dent Donald Trump wait in line to hear him speak at a campaign rally
at Stevens High School in Claremont, New Hampshire, yesterday. (AFP)

Trump’s political fortunes.
Trump is accused of illegally
scheming to overturn the
election results in the run-up to
the violent riot at the US Capitol
on January 6, 2021, by his

supporters.

Trump has repeatedly
sought to delay the Washington
trial date until after the 2024
election. But U.S. District Judge
Tanya Chutkan, who was

nominated for the bench by
Democratic President Barack
Obama, appears determined to
keep it as scheduled.

On Friday in Florida, US
District Judge Aileen Cannon,

Colombia detains four in kidnapping of footballer’s father

who is handling the separate
classified documents prose-
cution of Trump, pushed back
multiple deadlines in a way that
makes it highly unlikely that
case can proceed to trial in May,
as had been planned. Trump is
facing dozens of felony counts
under the Espionage Act. He has
pleaded not guilty.

“It would be a great loss if
future generations of Americans
were forever deprived of being
able to access and view the
events of this trial even years
after the verdict, which would
immeasurably improve the
ability of future journalists and
historians to retell accurately
and meaningfully analyze this
unique chapter of American
history,” Rebecca Blumenstein,
president of editorial for NBC
News, wrote in a court filing.

The Justice Department has
said that knowledge that
cameras are in the courtroom
can affect lawyers and wit-
nesses in “subtle ways” and lead
to grandstanding. Noting the
“ever-increasing acrimony in
public discourse,” prosecutors
said witnesses who testify on
camera may also be harassed
or threatened.

B IN BRIEF

AFP — BOGOTA

olice in Colombia have
Pdetained four people

suspected in the kidnapping
of the father of Liverpool footballer
Luis Diaz, who was held hostage for
nearly two weeks by members of
the ELN guerilla group, officials said
yesterday.

Luis Manuel Diaz was freed
Thursday, 12 days after being
abducted by armed men on motor-
cycles at a gas station in the town of
Barrancas near the Venezuelan
border.

“We have detained four people
allegedly responsible for the kid-
napping of Luis Manuel Diaz,” the
National Police of Colombia said in
a statement on social media
platform X.

According to the authorities,
three of the suspects are members
of a gang known as Los Primos or,
alternatively, Los Primates, which
handled the “logistics of the kid-
napping” for ELN.

ELN, which is in peace negotia-
tions with the government and is
party to an ongoing six-month
ceasefire, has described the kid-
napping by one of its units as a
“mistake.” Two men with the nick-
names “Marlon” and “El Negro”

Luis Manuel Diaz (centre), father of Liverpool’s forward Luis Diaz, is helped
before giving a press conference at his house in Barrancas, Colombia, on
November 10, 2023. (AFP)

were arrested at dawn yesterday in
the municipality of Maicao in
northern Colombia.

Another suspect, alias “Arenca,”
had been detained on October 31 in
neighboring Barrancas, the prose-
cutor’s office said in a statement.

Police found two firearms
hidden in a piece of furniture in the
home of one of the suspects. The

name of the fourth suspect was not
revealed.

The elder Diaz’s wife Cilenis
Marulanda was kidnapped together
with him on October 28, but was
rescued hours later.

On Thursday, after days of
intense negotiations, the rebels
handed Diaz over to humanitarian
workers at an undisclosed location

in the Serrania del Perija mountain
range. He was then flown by heli-
copter to the city of Valledupar,
some 90km from his hometown.

Hours later, he arrived by car to
neighbours celebrating with drums
and trumpet music outside his home,
which was under police guard.

The abduction threatened to
derail high-stakes peace negotia-
tions between the ELN and the gov-
ernment of leftist President Gustavo
Petro.

On Friday, Diaz told reporters
he hoped his release was a step
toward “peace in Colombia, so that
everyone, and all the hostages, will
have a chance to be free.” Luis
Manuel Diaz was the founder and
amateur coach of the only football
academy in Barrancas, where his
son showed promise from a very
young age.

Known locally as “Mane,” Diaz
Sr is credited with aiding the
meteoric rise of the Liverpool and
Colombia striker.

On Friday he said he had been
held by two different groups during
the kidnapping.

“Ifelt a change after three days,
when it seemed that [ was already
in the hands of the ELN. They spoke
to me differently and treated me dif-
ferently,” he told reporters.

FBI seizes phone of
New York Mayor amid
fundraising probe

NEW YORK — THE WASHINGTON POST

tronic devices, including phones, seized

by FBI agents Monday, according to the
mayor’s campaign attorney. The seizures are
connected to a federal investigation into fund-
raising during his 2021 campaign.

“As a former member of law enforcement,
I expect all members of my staff to follow the
law and fully cooperate with any sort of inves-
tigation - and I will continue to do exactly that,”
Adams said.

Adams’s attorney, Boyd Johnson, told The
Washington Post that Johnson was not accused
of “any wrongdoing.” The FBI declined to
comment Friday night.

The seizures, first reported by the New York
Times, occurred while the former police captain
was leaving an event, according to Johnson,
and came days after FBI agents searched the
Brooklyn home of Adams’s top fundraiser,
Brianna Suggs, on November 2.

That day, the mayor’s team notified inves-
tigators that it had knowledge of another indi-
vidual acting inappropriately, a person with
knowledge of the events said Friday, on the
condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive
dealings. The person could not say who that
individual was or what conduct was deemed
inappropriate.

In a statement, Johnson said the “behavior
was immediately and proactively reported to
investigators.” Adams’s team believes the infor-
mation it volunteered precipitated the FBI’s
request for devices. Several devices were taken
Monday and others were surrendered later
when Adams notified authorities that there
were more. Adams’s passwords were given vol-
untarily to federal investigators, the person also
said.

After the search of Suggs’s home, Vito Pitta,
alawyer for Adams’s 2021 campaign, told The
Postin a statement that the mayor had not been
contacted as part of the inquiry but that the
campaign was complying with the
investigation.

N ew York Mayor Eric Adams had his elec-

POLITICS

Mexico’s ruling party names gubernatorial
candidates, but questions remain about unity

AP— MEXICO CITY

exico’s ruling party
yesterday named its
candidates for eight

governorships and the
mayorship of Mexico City.

But after ruling out the most
popular candidate for the
capital, questions remain about
whether the party can avoid
desertions.

For the moment, former
capital police chief Omar
Garcia Harfuch - who won polls
on the city race but was
knocked out by a gender quota
requiring a female candidate -
told local media he had no
plans to leave the party.

“We will always respect the
gender quotas and the decision
of our party,” Garcia Harfuch
wrote in his social media
accounts.

The Morena party, founded
by charismatic President
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador,
is made up of disparate ele-
ments united only by Lopez
Obrador’s outsized personality,
but he cannot be reelected and
leaves office in ten months.

Morena already announced
its nominee for the presidential
race: former Mexico City mayor
Claudia Sheinbaum, who is seen
as an unquestioningly faithful
follower of the president.

Garcia Harfuch gained fame
as a tough and effective Mexico
City police chief after he sur-
vived a 2020 ambush attack by
the Jalisco drug cartel on a
street in the capital. The brazen
attack left him with three bullet
wounds, while his two body-
guards and a bystander were
killed.

Because the capital is so

large - at over 9 million inhab-
itants - the post is considered
a governorship, and has been
a launching pad for the presi-
dency in the past.

But the nomination went to
Clara Brugada, the borough
president of a rough stretch of
low-income neighborhoods on
the city’s east side. Brugada was
preferred by the leftist wing of
Morena because she built
“utopias” - sports and cultural
complexes - in neighbourhoods
where past administrations
focused on the bare-bones
issues of drainage, policing and
chaotic transportation
networks.

A top contender for the
Morena presidential nomi-
nation, former Foreign Affairs
Secretary Marcelo Ebrard, is
expected to announce his next
move Monday.

Speaker believes not enough
evidence to impeach Biden

SPUTNIK—WASHINGTON: US House Speaker
Mike Johnson believes that lawmakers lack
sufficient evidence at the moment to launch
official impeachment proceedings against
President Joe Biden, The Washington Post
reported, citing people familiar with John-
son’s statements at a closed-door House
Republican meeting.

Johnson told fellow House Republicans that
they lack enough evidence at this time to begin
impeaching Biden for alleged criminal activity,
the report said on Friday.

In September, then-House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy approved an impeachment inquiry
into alleged bribery and influence peddling
involving the Biden family. Biden has dismissed
the allegations, claiming to have never dis-
cussed foreign business deals with his son,
Hunter Biden.

Johnson said earlier this month that law-
makers will “very soon” reach a decision on
whether to move forward with the
impeachment process. The inquiry was an
important due-process step, he said.

However, Johnson does not consider
impeaching Biden an imperative due to the
incumbent president’s poor polling perform-
ances ahead of the 2024 US presidential
election, the report said.

Virginia Democrats nominate
state’s first Black speaker

AP—RICHMOND: VIRGINIA’S state House will
soon have its first Black speaker in its more
than 400-year history after the chamber’s
incoming Democratic majority yesterday chose
Del Don Scott to serve in the post.

Scott was unanimously elected speaker-
designee by the House Democratic Caucus, the
group said in a news release. The full House of
Delegates will vote to officially confirm him on
the first day of the 2024 legislative session.

“Virginia voters sent a resounding message
on Tuesday that they wanted a Commonwealth
that moved forward and that is exactly what I
intend to do as your next Speaker,” Scott said
in a statement.

Democrats not only flipped control of the
House of Delegates in Tuesday’s legislative elec-
tions but also held their majority in the state
Senate, dashing Gov Glenn Youngkin and fellow
Republicans’ hopes of securing a GOP
trifecta.

The outcome means at least two more
years of divided government. While Demo-
crats will need to work with Youngkin to
secure his support for legislation, they will be
able to move without him in some areas, like
judicial elections and beginning the years-
long process of initiating constitutional
amendments.

A US Navy veteran and trial lawyer from
Portsmouth with a quick wit, Scott has seen a
meteoric rise in power among Virginia Dem-
ocrats since he was first elected in 2019.

Actors union explains Al guardrails in strike deal with studios

AFP — LOS ANGELES

rom computer-generated
F“extras” to Al “zombies,” new

restrictions against the use of
artificial intelligence in Hollywood
were set out by the actors’ union
Friday.

The Screen Actors Guild (SAG-
AFTRA) reached a deal with studios
like Disney and Netflix this week to
end its nearly four-month strike. Its
board members on Friday voted 86
percent in favour of ratifying the
agreement.

Besides a seven percent
minimum pay increase, and a new
$40m-per-year fund to transfer a

portion of revenues for hit shows
from studios to actors, Al guardrails
were a key part of talks.

The deal “allows the industry to
go forward -- it does not block Al,”
SAG-AFTRA negotiator Duncan
Crabtree-Ireland told a press
conference.

“But it makes sure that per-
formers are protected. Their rights
to consent are protected. Their rights
to fair compensation and their rights
to employment are protected.”
Studios have been experimenting
with Al in recent years, from bringing
deceased movie stars back using
realistic “digital replicas,” to using
computer-generated background

figures to reduce the number of
actors needed for battle scenes.

Many cost-cutting producers
want a growing role for AL, and have
begun requiring some performers to
take part in high-tech 3D “body scans”
on set, often without explaining how
or when the images will be used.

But now, an actor must be paid
the same rate for any use of their
digital replica as they would have
earned doing the same “amount of
work” on set themselves in real life,
Crabtree-Ireland said.

Amid fears that background
workers -- or “extras” -- could be
the first to lose their jobs to Al strict
curbs have been put in place.

“No use of a digital replica can
be used to evade engagement and
payment of a background actor
under this contract,” he said.

Studios must gain consent from
an actor every time their digital
replica is used in any film or TV
episode. They cannot present actors
with boilerplate contracts entitling
them to use a replica in perpetuity,
but must instead provide a “rea-
sonably specific description” of how
it will be used each time.

SAG-AFTRA president Fran
Drescher said it was vital to nail
down rules this time, because “in
the world of Al, three months is
equivalent to a year.”
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WEATHER
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Temperature continues to fall.
Increase in cloudiness, some
rain. Sea and land breezes most
pronounced in this month.
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Emergency Departments at
HMC received more than
700,000 visits in 2022

Acting Head of the Emergency Department
at Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) Dr.
Aftab Mohammad explained that HMC's
emergency departments received more than
700,000 admissions in 2022.

We are minutes away from
death: Al-Shifa Hospital
Director
As troops encircle Gaza's main hospital, the
last generator ran out of fuel in Al-Shifa, said

Muhammad Abu Salmiya, the Hospital
Director, from inside the besieged facility.

Qatar pilots using palm tree
waste as artificial soil for
potted plants

The Ministry of Municipality's Agricultural
Research Department is implementing a
pilot project to convert palm tree waste
into artificial soil composition for potted
plants, said a top official.

Colombia nabs four in
kidnapping of Liverpool
striker Diaz's father

Police in Colombia detained four people
suspected in the kidnapping of the father of
Liverpool footballer Luis Diaz, who was held
hostage for nearly two weeks by members of
the ELN guerilla group.

England defeat Pakistan by
93 runs at World Cup

England brought the curtain down on their
Cricket World Cup title defence on Saturday
by defeating Pakistan by 93 runs.

SMART AND SUSTAINABLE

Msheireb Properties wins two Qatar Tourism Awards

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

sheireb Properties, Qatar’s leading
M sustainable property developer, is cele-

brating the organisation’s big win at the
first annual Qatar Tourism Awards.

Msheireb Properties’ flagship rejuvenation
project, Msheireb Downtown Doha took home
two awards for its efforts in Smart Solutions and
Cultural Experience development.

Senior Director of Corporate Communica-
tions Dr. Hafiz Ali Abdulla said: “We are extremely
proud to have had our work recognised at such
a prestigious event. It is a testament to the many
thousands of colleagues who have worked so
hard to build and create the world’s first fully
certified sustainable smart city project.

“Since its official launch just ahead of FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022, Msheireb Downtown
Doha has established itself as one of the coun-
try’s main touristic and cultural destinations,
attracting over 4 million visitors during the World
Cup period. Over the next five years, we plan to
continue growing and sustaining our cultural
experience at Msheireb Downtown Doha by con-
tinuously enriching its offerings and services,
expanding our educational programmes, and
engaging with the local community.”

Msheireb Properties was awarded the Digital
Innovation Experience award, in acknowl-
edgement of the way that smart and sustainable
features have been integrated into every stage
of the project, since its inception.

Contributing to an enhanced visitor expe-
rience, Msheireb Downtown Doha ensures
seamless accessibility throughout, including:
Walkable streets, shaded courtyards, and natural
cooling design to provide a year-round com-
fortable and enjoyable environment. The wealth
of sustainable amenities, including smart trans-
portation options, like the self-powered 2km tram
network, which means that visitors can explore
Msheireb Downtown Doha with ease.

Qatar Tourism and Msheireb Properties officials during the Qatar Tourism Awards ceremony.

Msheireb Downtown Doha took
home two awards for its efforts
in Smart Solutions and Cultural
Experience development.

The trams are fully air-conditioned and incor-
porate special light-filtering glass panels which
inhibit over 90 percent of the heat from sunlight.
They are also convertible and can be operated
as open-air cars during the cooler months. It is
the first of its kind in Qatar and has become the
main transport network throughout MDD.

Commenting, Dr. Abdulla, added: “Msheireb
Downtown Doha is an holistic, world-leading
destination for living, leisure, and business,
offering residents and visitors alike a unique and
culturally rich experience, and we are proud to

have today been acknowledged for the role that
we play in Qatar’s vibrant tourism scene as well.”

Msheireb Properties was also presented with
the Cultural Experience award, in acknowl-
edgment of Msheireb Downtown Doha’s cultural
offering which provides a seamless blend of his-
toric relevance and contemporary comfort, incor-
porating interactivity, dramatic storytelling, and
a strong focus on social history. The combination
of historic preservation, architectural authen-
ticity, and sustainability in Msheireb Downtown
Doha creates an urban living environment that
respects tradition and fosters a sense of
community.

Visitors can explore Msheireb Museums, pre-
serving the history of the area and highlighting
the development of Qatar’s first trade centre.
Through unique exhibitions, interactive screens,
and unique events, visitors are fully engaged and
immersed in Qatar’s rich heritage.

Qatar-Indonesia Year of Culture marks
‘golden moment’ in cultural relations

Saving Brazil’s
golden monkey,
one green
corridor at a time

JOELYN BALUYUT
THE PENINSULA

he Head of Socio-Culture
TDivision at the Embassy of

Indonesia in Qatar, Ali Murtado,
highlighted that the Qatar-Indonesia
Year of Culture (YoC) has marked a
“golden moment” in the cultural ties
between the two countries.

The Year of Culture initiative,
launched in 2012, serves as a platform
for diverse exchange programmes,
fostering collaboration between
Qatar and a chosen partner nation
each calendar year. For 2023, Indo-
nesia is the Southeast Asian country
collaborating with Qatar, bringing
forth a wealth of creative, cultural,
and artistic exchanges.

Ali Murtado, also the Person-In-
Charge for Qatar-Indonesia YoC,
highlighted the immense potential
and benefits of cultural cooperation
between the two diverse and cul-
turally rich nations. “Through various
cultural exchanges and promotions,
this initiative will undoubtedly
strengthen the relationship between
Qatar and Indonesia, particularly
among the people.”

Ali Murtado

Various activities and events have
been conducted for the said pro-
gramme, the latest of which include
a series of engaging events - story-
telling sessions, cultural games,
workshops, and exploration oppor-
tunities held at the Qatar National
Library, and the opening of the
“Growing Kopi, Drinking Qahwa:
Stories of Coffee in Qatar and Indo-
nesia” exhibit at the National Museum
of Qatar.

Reflecting on the impact of the
Qatar-Indonesia Year of Culture,

Murtado noted its catalysing effect
on bilateral relations.

He pointed out a key aspect
involving literary collaboration,
where both countries collaborated
to translate children’s books
between Arabic and Indonesian. The
result has been the distribution of
1,000 reading packages, introducing
the young minds of both nations to
each other’s cultures.

“This literary connection not
only enhances mutual under-
standing but also broadens the cul-
tural horizons of young minds.”

Murtado expressed optimism
about the enduring impact of the
year-long programme, stating: “I
believe that the Qatar-Indonesia Year
of Culture initiative is not merely a
one-year celebration but rather the
beginning of a robust and enduring
partnership.”

He outlined future priorities,
including sports-friendly matches,
training sessions, voluntary activ-
ities, and exhibitions in fashion and
art, all aimed at maintaining and
deepening the cultural connections
established during this cultural
exchange.

-
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Asfari Qatar Falcons Championship

Al Gannas Qatari Society concluded the competitions of the 10th Asfari Qatar Falcons Championship 2023 in Ras
Laffan by conducting the final competition for seven rounds of Al Daw, and crowning the winners. The Asfari Qatar
Falcons Championship was organised this year for the first time. The seven rounds, for which ten competitors qualified,
witnessed great competition and strength to secure the first three places.

AP — RIO DE JANEIRO

ozens of young people
Dkneeled under the

scorching sun this
week in Rio de Janeiro’s rural
interior, planting a green
corridor that will be a future
safe passageway for an
emblematic and endangered
species, the golden lion
tamarin.

The 300 tree seedlings
they planted this week - only
inches tall at present - will
eventually connect two
patches of forest together. It
is the latest in a series of
incremental forest growth ini-
tiatives driven by environ-
mentalists, providing an ever-
larger habitat for the monkey.

Until recently, the bare
and dry land they were
replanting belonged to a
ranch owner who had torn
down its trees for cattle
pasture.

Rampant deforestation
over centuries has decimated
this part of Brazil’s Atlantic
Forest, the only place in the
world where the small,
copper-colored monkey
whose face is framed by a
silken mane can be found.
With fewer than 5,000 indi-
viduals, it is considered an
endangered species.

“One of the biggest
problems is the fragmen-
tation of the forest,” said Luis
Paulo Ferraz, executive
director of the Golden Lion
Tamarin Association, known
by its Portuguese acronym
AMLD. Ferraz says monkeys
are too scared to cross the
few hundred meters of bare
land that sometimes separate
two isles of green vegetation,
fearing they might become
the prey of larger predators,
such as big cats. Hence the
need for green corridors.

Before colonization by the
Portuguese in the 16th century,
the Atlantic forest biome
covered 330 million acres
(more than 500,000 square
miles) near and along Brazil's
coast. Less than 15% of that
remains today, according to
The Nature Conservancy.

In the specific region of the
Atlantic forest where golden
lion tamarins can be found, the
forest is down to just 2% of its
original size, Ferraz said.



