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Amir meets President of Turkmenistan
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with President of Turkmenistan H E Serdar 
Berdimuhamedow and the accompanying delegation, currently visiting Qatar to attend FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 matches, at Khalifa International Stadium yesterday. At the outset of the meeting, HE 
President congratulated HH the Amir on the occasion of the tournament, lauding the good organization 
and wishing the participating teams success. The meeting, also, reviewed the relations between the 
two countries and ways to bolster them, in addition to a host of topics of mutual interest.

FIFA Fan Festival 
welcomes over 
one million fans
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The FIFA Fan Festival at Al 
Bidda Park has welcomed more 
than 1 million fans since 
opening on the eve of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. 

To celebrate the milestone, 
the lucky 1 millionth fan 
received a pair of tickets to the 
FIFA World Cup final at Lusail 
Stadium on December 18.

Local resident Haytham 
Mokhtar, originally from Egypt, 
and his best friend Sara, won 
the tickets, along with an 
official match ball signed by 
football legends.

“I cannot believe that I am 
so lucky to be the 1 millionth 
guest at the FIFA Fan Festival,” 
said Haytham. “Sara and I were 
coming here to have a good 
time and shortly after, I was 
standing on the main stage in 
front of thousands of people 
with a football signed by Cafu 
and Ronald de Boer, and with 
tickets to the final. It is just 
unbelievable!”

Haytham knows exactly 
which teams he would like to 
see in the final as he is hoping 
for a battle of the legends: 
Lionel Messi versus Cristiano 
Ronaldo.

“Apart from my own team, 
Egypt, I also cheer for Brazil. 
But, this time, I am wishing for 
an Argentina versus Portugal 
final so that the two great 
legends, Messi and Ronaldo, 
can play against each other in 
a World Cup final.”

After spending the day at 
the festival, Haytham said: “My 
highlight was the FIFA Museum. 
I enjoyed seeing the out-
standing collection of World 
Cup shirts, dating back to the 
first tournament. There is a 
great atmosphere here, with 
many people from all over the 
world, and so many different 
activities and music.”

Situated within walking dis-
tance of the Doha Corniche, the 
FIFA Fan Festival is a central 
meeting point for fans to cele-
brate their passion for the beau-
tiful game. The 145,000m² 
facility boasts a 40,000 capacity 
and has welcomed an average 
of 70,000 visitors a day during 
the tournament. 

The FIFA Fan Festival 
screens every FIFA World Cup 
match on giant screens and 
provides free entertainment 
with some of the most famous 
music stars from across the 
globe.  �P3

Generation 

Amazing creates 

positive change 

through football

FAZEENA SALEEM  
THE PENINSULA

The Generation Amazing 
Foundation, a flagship FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 legacy 
initiative, continues to 
empower young leaders and 
create positive social change 
through football.  

At different programmes 
by Generation Amazing Foun-
dation, using the power of 
football, participants learn 
key life skills such as 
teamwork, leadership and 
communication, to address 
social issues in the places they 
live, according to experts at a 
panel discussion titled ‘How 
football can support devel-
opment and create positive 
social change.’

“Football unites and 
empower young leaders,” said 
Qatar legacy Ambassador 
Ronald de Boer adding that the 
sport generates positive social 
development among the com-
munities while speaking at the 
discussion organised by Gen-
eration Amazing Foundation 
at Host Country Media Centre, 
yesterday. 

Emphasizing how football 
can create a positive impact 
on society, the former Dutch 
professional footballer said: 
“Football is the most popular 
sport in the world… football is 
spread all over the world, not 
just people who play but also 
people who want to see. So, 
there is a whole community if 
we can reach.” 

He was joined by a coach 
at Generation Amazing Abeer 
Saad, coach and youth 
advocate at Generation 
Amazing Nour Loubani, and 
Assistant Executive Director of 
Clinical Service Development 
at Hamad Medical Corporation 
Katja Warwick-Smith and the 
discussion was moderated by 
Generation Amazing’s football 
development expert Michael 
Richardson.  �P3

World’s top artistes to perform at Qatar landmarks from Dec 5
QNA — DOHA

Qatar Creates initiative 
announced yesterday the 
launch of “Festival in Motion” 
event from December 5 to 20, 
offering a major international 
dance and music programme 
with more than 55 site-specific 
performances at some of Qatars 
most significant architectural 
landmarks, coinciding with the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Festival in Motion is co-
curated by two internationally 
acclaimed artists: French cho-
reographer and filmmaker 

Benjamin Millepied, Artistic 
Director and Co-founder of the 
influential L.A. Dance Project, 

choreographer of the film Black 
Swan, and former Director of 
the Paris Opera Ballet, and 

renowned American composer 
Nico Muhly whose music has 
been performed at the Metro-
politan Opera, English National 
Opera, Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, Carnegie Hall, and 
others.

Commenting on the 
occasion, Chairperson of Qatar 
Museums H E Sheikha Al 
Mayassa bint Hamad Al Thani 
said: “We have made it our 
strategy to take our art to the 
neighborhoods and cities of 
Qatar. From the airport to every 
part of the country, the land-
scape is open for people to 

experience arts and culture, 
complementing our landmark 
museums and collections.”

“For the World Cup we have 
invited Benjamin Millepied and 
Nico Muhly to curate modern 
dance performances repre-
senting dancers from all around 
the world. The Festival in 
Motion, the first of its kind, will 
combine the discipline of dance 
with architecture, art and 
music. We hope that these per-
formances will inspire people 
to think of the unlimited possi-
bilities of creativity,” Sheikha 
Al Mayassa added. �P2

Panda House Park sees brisk booking; 
attracts growing number of visitors
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH  
THE PENINSULA

Panda House Park has 
emerged as a popular tourist 
destination that is attracting a 
growing number of visitors, 
especially fans of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

The 120,000 sqm Park, 
located in Al Khor City, 35 km 
from Doha, houses Suhail and 
Thuraya, the two giant pandas.

Panda House Park opens 
for visitors from 9am to 5pm 
daily. The entry is through 
tickets which are available on 
Oun app of the Ministry of 
Municipality. 

“Panda House Park is 
receiving large number of vis-
itors from different age groups 
and backgrounds,” said Lulwa 
Al Mohannadi, from the Public 
Parks Department of the Min-
istry of Municipality. 

Speaking to Al Rayan TV 
recently, she said that the 
number of visitors is growing 

daily and reached 1,200 visitors 
a day. “People are booking days 
in advance. We are increasing 
the number of visitors gradually 
following the capacity of Panda 
House Park and the comfort of 
pandas,” said Al Mohannadi.

Regarding the conditions 
for visiting Panda House Park, 
she said that tickets are 
available through Oun app of 
the Ministry of Municipality. 
“The visitors are also required 
to maintain peace and calm 
during their visits to ensure the 
safety of pandas,” said Al 
Mohannadi. 

The pair came to Qatar as 
a gift from China ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
and to mark the strength-
ening of the relationship 
between the two countries. 

The Ministry of Munici-
pality had announced that 
tickets are a must in order to 
visit the Panda House Park 
in Al Khor City. As of now, 
tickets can only be booked 

online through the Oun appli-
cation, which is available to 
download for Apple and 
Android users. 

Tickets purchased are valid 
only for the day specified at the 
time of booking. The ticket is 
also not refundable. As per the 
Oun application, the ticket 
price is QR50 for an adult and 
QR25 for children under 14 
years old.

With Suhail and Thuraya’s 
arrival on October 19, Qatar has 
become the first country in the 
Middle East to have giant 
pandas. �P4

The 13-day programme showcases more than 

a dozen exceptional artistes from around the 

world. Audiences can view the performances 

free of cost in various locations across Qatar

To celebrate the milestone, the lucky 1 
millionth fan received a pair of tickets to the 
FIFA World Cup final at Lusail Stadium.
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Qatar condemns 
attempt to 
assassinate Pakistan 
envoy in Kabul
DOHA: The State of Qatar has 

expressed its strong condemna-

tion and denunciation of the attempt 

to assassinate Pakistan’s ambas-

sador to Afghanistan through an 

attack on its embassy in the cap-

ital, Kabul. In a statement issued 

yesterday, the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs reiterated Qatar’s firm stance 

in rejecting violence and terrorism, 

regardless of the motives and rea-

sons. The ministry stressed the 

importance of providing full pro-

tection for diplomatic missions 

and their staff in the application 

of the basic principles of interna-

tional agreements and taking into 

account the diplomatic norms that 

all countries adhere to. — QNA

British newspaper: Qatar World Cup a great experience for female fans
QNA — LONDON

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
achieved multiple successes 
since its launch on November 
20 and even before its launch. 

Its success this time comes 
from the fact that it is the first 
edition of the World Cup that 
changed bad habits associated 
with soccer games, especially 
those targeting women, and 
have changed a range of ideas 
and stereotypes that have long 
been associated with the 
world’s largest sporting event.

A report by British news-
paper The Times quoted a 
group of female fans who 
accompanied their country’s 
team to Doha to support the 
“Three Lions”, saying they were 
not harassed, describing the 

Qatar World Cup stadiums as 
more suitable for women to 
watch matches than in their 
own country.

Under the ‘Her Game Too’ 
campaign, British woman Ellie 
Molloson, 19, is leading a broad 
campaign in her country to 
make the stadiums more wel-
coming to women because of 
the harassment they experience 
during matches.

She pointed out that before 
she came to Qatar to support her 
country’s national team, she had 
asked her father to accompany 
her to Doha. However, in a 
statement to the British news-
paper, she admitted that she “did 
not need to disturb her father, 
because the World Cup stadiums 
in Qatar are different than in her 
country, there were no cynical 

chants or gender discrimination 
of any kind”.

The report considered that 
Qatar’s stadiums provided a 
more favourable environment 
for women than in England. 
Molloson, a student from Not-
tingham, said, “I did not suffer 
from any of the harassment I 
experienced in England. It was 
a great environment when I 
tried it. I’ve got to say coming 
here has been a real shock to 
my system,” said Molloson. 
“There have been no catcalls, 
wolf whistles or sexism of any 
kind.”

Molloson’s 49-year-old 
father and a teacher said he had 
come to Qatar to care for his 
daughter but admitted that he 
had discovered that he did not 
need to do so because of what 

he found in it.
English fan Joe Glover, 47, 

who has attended the World 
Cup since the 2010 South Africa 
edition, has not hid her fasci-
nation with a distinct version of 
the World Cup at all levels in 
Qatar, describing the general 
atmosphere here as less 
nervous, everyone is wearing 
their elected colours, and 
without any trouble.

Besides the supporters’ tes-
timony, the British newspaper 
report quoted former English 
player and the presenter of 
“Talk Sport” program, Lianne 
Sanderson, 34, who praised the 
organisational atmosphere of 
the Qatar World Cup.

In the same context, a senior 
British police officer, said the 
absence of riots in Qatar during 

the World Cup is evidence that 
the British Government should 
not ease restrictions on alcohol 
in football stadiums, adding that 
the United Kingdom could learn 
from experience in Qatar and 
abandon those ideas.

Chief Constable Mark 
Roberts, in charge of the UK’s 
Football Police, said the atmos-
phere in Qatar was “friendly”, 
like last summer’s Women’s 
Euro 2022 finals.

It seems that female fans in 
the Arabic edition of the World 
Cup noticed not only the dif-
ference in the stands, but also 
inside the stadium, as Stephanie 
Frappart, 38, became the first 
woman to referee in the men’s 
World Cup in the match 
between Germany and Costa 
Rica. 

Katara' Dhow Festival, other programmes 
reflect Qatar's culture and heritage
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Visitors to Katara have praised 
the activities accompanying 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
being presented by the Cultural 
Village Foundation - Katara 
until December 18.

The visitors have expressed 
their admiration for the diverse 
and rich cultural, arts and 
entertainment events that 
showcase culture and heritage 
of Qatar and the region and 
narrate a deeply-rooted history.

On Thursday evening, the 
Katara amphitheater hosted a 
brilliant concert of elegant mel-
odies by Kuwaiti artist 
Hammoud Al Khader, attended 
by a large audience of fans.

At the same time, the Katara 
Traditional Dhow Festival con-
tinued to receive lovers of mar-
itime heritage of various 
nationalities. 

The festival’s activities 
attract thousands of spectators 
and visitors who are keen to 
explore the pavilions on Katara 

Beach and attend the diverse 
and enjoyable cultural, artistic 
and heritage events, presenting 
to the World Cup guests the 
ancient culture of Qatar. 

And also its great maritime 
heritage, and coexistence with 
a reality that narrates the glories 
of the era of pearl diving, fishing 
and its sea voyages.

The heritage museums 
participating in the Katara 
Traditional Dhow Festival — 
the Museum of the late Jassim 
Al-Mannai, the Abdul Aziz Al-
Buhashim Al Sayed Museum, 
and the Isa Al Mulla Museum 
— attract lovers of collectibles 
and old fishing tools and 
means that tell exciting stories 
about fishing trips and pearl 
diving, to shed light on their 

sacrifices and voyage. 
When they were wading 

through the seas and facing 
hardships and dangers, where 
the tools used by fishermen and 
divers, and their traditional 
methods used in the past, are 
presented, which evokes beau-
tiful memories of the long 
journeys of the ancestors in the 
seas and oceans in search of 
livelihood amid difficult 
circumstances.

Meanwhile, the Iranian cul-
tural exhibition at Katara in Hall 
(12) being held in cooperation 
with the Iranian Embassy in 
Doha is witnessing a 
remarkable turnout by 
visitors. 

The ring art suite (wood 
inlays) attracts the interest of 
art lovers because of its beauty, 
accuracy and creativity. 

It is based on inlaying the 
brightest wooden pieces with 
geometric shapes of small and 
delicate triangles of mosaics 
next to each other and using 
ivory, gold, silver, copper, alu-

minum metals.
The audience of the exhi-

bition expressed their admi-
ration for this ancient art, which 
is rooted in the depth of the 
diverse Iranian culture because 
of what distinguishes the art of 
the ring in making exquisite 
pieces of art that are considered 
as one of the best souvenirs to 
be acquired.

The artistic performances 
at Katara yesterday also con-
tinued to attract large numbers 
of audiences of different 

groups, nationalities and ages. 
These included the “World 
Wonders Balloon Tour” in 
addition to the Bosnian folklore 
show presented by the Bosnian 
Embassy in cooperation with 
Katara.

The highly appreciated 
Katara fashion shows con-
cluded in a modern spirit, in 
which the designers used tra-
ditional fabrics with designs 
inspired by the aesthetics of 
Qatari heritage with innova-
tions and modern touches.

People attend a performance at Cultural Village Foundation Katara.

Teachers support a top priority: Al Nuaimi
QNA — DOHA
 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Education and Higher 
Education Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh 
Al Nuaimi reviewed teachers’ 
new roles in the context of 
developing the structure and 
curricula of education and in 
light of modern approaches in 
teaching and learning strat-
egies.

Dr. Al Nuaimi stressed the 
strong impact of teachers’ role 
in education and in improving 
its quality as they play a crucial 
role in the success of reform 
and change initiatives in the 
education sector, pointing out 
that the goal of preparing pro-
fessionally qualified, well-
trained, and supported teachers 
remains a top priority in all 
educational systems.

Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Education and Higher 
Education’s remarks came as 
he participated in the third edu-
cational conference ‘Innovative 
education for a changing era’, 
organised by the Arab Center 
for Educational Research for the 
Gulf States, under the umbrella 
of the Arab Bureau of Education 
for the Gulf States in Manama, 
and his management of the 
fourth plenary session entitled 
‘Teacher Preparation: Compe-
tencies and New Roles’.

He pointed out that issues 
related to their preparation and 
training programmes, their 
working conditions, and the 
perception of their new roles, 
in the context of virtual and 
blended education, remain a 
source of concern for those 
concerned with education.

The interest, Al Nuaimi said, 
in these issues has increased 
with the emergence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
closure of most schools, as 
teachers around the world 
found themselves running 
virtual classes, communicating 
with their students online.

He noted that this historical 
moment represented a 
watershed in focusing attention 
towards the need to rethink the 
roles of teachers in a way that 
accommodates the radical 
changes in learning environ-
ments, media and practices, in 
light of the broad digital trans-
formation in education.

Assistant Dean for Teacher 
Education at the National 
Institute of Education at 
Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity, Singapore, Dr. P Ling, 

spoke at the session on 
empowering teachers to be 
future-ready, curriculum, 
teaching methods and technol-
ogies, along with the partici-
pation of Director General of 
the Unesco Regional Center for 
Quality and Excellence in Edu-
cation in Saudi Arabia Dr. 
Abdulrahman bin Ibrahim Al 
Mudaires.

Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Nuaimi

Labour Minister, ILO chief visit Industrial Area fan zone

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

MInister of Labour H E Dr. Ali 
bin Smaikh Al Marri met 
yesterday with Director General 
of the International Labor 
Organization H E Gilbert 
Houngbo who is currently 
visiting the country.

During the meeting, they 
discussed aspects of joint coop-
eration between Qatar and the 
ILO, and ways to further 
support and develop them 
during the upcoming period.

Following the meeting, Dr. 
Ali bin Samikh Al Marri and the 
ILO chief visited one of the fan 
zones located in the Industrial 
Area, which is supervised by the 
Ministry of Labour.

They participated in the 
accompanying activities taking 
place in the fan zone, which was 
set up to allow fans the oppor-
tunity to participate in and 
enjoy the unique World Cup 
festivities.

They also watched part of 
the match in one of the fan zones 

and interacted with expatriate 
labourers, with regards to their 
experiences and inquired about 
their enjoyment of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The Minister of Labour was 
briefed on the amenities provided 
and the preparations undertaken 
by the Ministry in some the fan 
zones, stressing the need to 
provide all facets of support to 
these fan zones, as they directly 
contribute to the success of 
Qatar’s hosting of the World Cup, 

through its continuous efforts over 
the past years.

He explained that the Min-
istry of Labour fully realises the 
great importance of facilitating 
recreational experiences for 
workers by organizsing events 
concurrent with the World Cup. 
He also pointed out that there 
are other various entertainment 
and recreational events that are 
being organised during various 
occasions such as the National 
Day or the Sports Day, amongst 

others. The Minister and the ILO 
DG also visited a housing city 
for workers, Barahat Al Janoub, 
which is managed by Barwa 
Real Estate Company, within 
the specifications and require-
ments of the Ministry of Labour 
for labour housing.

The labour housing city of 
Barahat Al Janoub has a 
capacity of more than 67,000 
labourers, and is expected to 
start receiving labourers during 
the second quarter of next year.

MInister of Labour H E Dr. Ali bin Smaikh Al Marri and Director General of the International Labor 
Organization H E Gilbert Houngbo interact with workers at the World Cup fan zone in Industrial Area. 

The Minister and the ILO 
Director-General also visited 
an upcoming housing project 

for workers.  

Free entry to 

museums for Hayya 

Card holders

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Museums has 
announced that entry to all 
museums (with the exception 
of National Museum of Qatar 
and the Museum of Islamic 
Art), will be available free of 
charge to Hayya Card holders, 
effective from tomorrow until 
the end of the FIFA World Cup 
2022 Qatar.

Hayya Card holders will 
have access to Qatar’s world-
class portfolio of galleries and 
museums, including 3-2-1 
Qatar Olympic & Sports 
Museum, MATHAF: Arab 
Museum of Modern Art, and 
Qatar Museums Gallery – Al 
Riwaq. 

Visitors with a Hayya card 
can also enjoy free admission 
to a number of ongoing exhi-
bitions, such as World of 
Football (3-2-1), Taysir Batniji: 
No Condition is Permanent 
(MATHAF), Lusail Museum: 
Tales of a Connected World (Al 
Riwaq), Art Mill Museum 2030 
(Qatar Flour Mills Warehouse), 
and Labour of Love: Embroi-
dering Palestinian History 
(Qatar Museums Gallery – 
Katara), most of which are 
now open 7 days a week. 

In addition to this, Qatar 
Museums have decided to 
extend opening hours until 
10:00pm for most sites 
(excluding Al Zubarah, Dadu 
Gardens, and Art Mill Museum 
2030), and prospective visitors 
will be able to book an 
8:00pm-9:00pm time slot. 
This change comes into effect 
from today (December 4) until 
December 20 2022. 

World’s top artistes 

to perform in Qatar 

from Dec 5

FROM PAGE 1

The 13-day programme 
showcases more than a dozen 
exceptional artistes from 
around the world. Audiences 
can view the performances 
free of cost in exceptional 
locations across Qatar, 
including museums (the 
National Museum of Qatar and 
the Museum of Islamic Art), 
public art installations 
(Richard Serra’s monumental 
desert installation East West/
West East at the Brouq Nature 
Reserve in Zekreet and Tony 
Smith’s Smoke at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre, Olafur Eliassons 
Shadows travelling on the sea 
of the day in Al Zubarah) and 
heritage sites (Historic Barzan 
Towers).

Benjamin Millepied will 
appear in his own work for a 
special one-night-only per-
formance with the L.A. Dance 
Project on the late afternoon 
of December 20 with live 
music by Nico Muhly at the site 
of Richard Serras East West/
West East. The program will 
also features a lineup of cho-
reographers and performers, 
some appearing in the Middle 
East for the first time.

Festival in Motion is one of 
300 exciting activities, from 
cultural events to fashion 
shows and performances, 
delivered by Qatar Creates 
during the FIFA World Cup 
2022 in November and 
December.

Diverse and rich cultural, 
arts and entertainment 

events narrate a deeply-
rooted history of the 

country and the region.
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Qatar's missions abroad hold events to celebrate World Cup
QNA — DOHA

A number of the State of Qatar’s 
diplomatic missions abroad 
continue to organise several 
activities to celebrate the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

In New York, the Permanent 
Mission of Qatar to the United 
Nations and the Qatari Con-
sulate in New York held a party 
on the occasion of the World 
Cup, in the Delegates Lounge at 
the United Nations head-
quarters building in New York.

Permanent Representative 
of Qatar to the European head-
quarters of the United Nations 
at Geneva H E Dr. Hind Bint 
Abdul Rahman Al Muftah indi-
cated in her speech that Qatar 
has hosted many major sporting 
events over the past decade, 
which enabled it to show what 
it can offer the world, in 
addition to its commitment to 
development, sustainable 
development, social inclusion, 
community values, and mutual 
respect towards people of dif-
ferent cultures and nations.

The Permanent Represent-
ative highlighted the many 

challenges that Qatar faced and 
was able to overcome, saying 
that this is the beauty of the 
World Cup, bringing people of 
all backgrounds together to 
enjoy the most popular sport in 
the world.

She stressed that Qatar 
relies on the great potential of 
this event to promote values 
and principles such as equality, 
tolerance, cooperation and sol-
idarity, and for it to be a great 
opportunity to promote better 
understanding and respect for 
diverse traditions and cultures, 
which is the true essence of 
organising huge sporting events, 
such as the World Cup, in dif-
ferent parts of the world.

During the ceremony, a 
competition for attendees was 
organised, where they had to 
give answers to general sports 
questions, with some being 
about sports in Qatar. The 

competition also included 
prizes for the winners, with 
some of the prizes being pro-
vided by Qatar Airways.

In Tirana, the Embassy of 
Qatar in Albania organised a 
celebration on the occasion of 
the World Cup. The ceremony 
was attended by Ambassador 
of Qatar to Albania H E Ali bin 

Hamad Al Marri and a number 
of Their Excellencies heads and 
members of the diplomatic 
corps accredited to Albania. The 
embassy also set up a special 
area for fans to watch the World 
Cup matches in Skanderbeg 
Square in the capital Tirana.

In Pretoria, South Africa, the 
Embassy of Qatar held a party 

on the occasion of the World 
Cup. The ceremony was 
attended by Ambassador of 
Qatar to South Africa H E Tariq 
Ali Faraj Al Ansari, together with 
a number of Their Excellencies 
heads and members of diplo-
matic missions, and prominent 
personalities in South Africa. 

In Beijing, the Embassy of 

Qatar held a party on the 
occasion of the World Cup. The 
ceremony was attended by 
Ambassador of Qatar to China 
H E Mohamed bin Abdullah Al 
Dehaimi, as well as a number 
of Their Excellencies senior 
Chinese officials, ambassadors 
of Arab and foreign states, in 
addition to a number of busi-
nessmen, media professionals, 
and heads of major Chinese 
companies operating in Qatar.

The attendees expressed 
their wishes for a successful 
World Cup, signing the tourna-
ment's mural. On the sidelines 
of the celebration, an art exhi-
bition for major Chinese artists 
painting was held, whose 
paintings were specifically 
made for the World Cup. 

The Embassy of Qatar in 
Rwanda also held a party on the 
occasion of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 in Kigali. The cer-
emony was attended by Ambas-
sador of Qatar to Rwanda H E 
Misfer bin Faisal Al Shahwani, 
the embassy staff, and a number 
of Their Excellencies heads and 
representatives of diplomatic 
missions accredited to Rwanda.

Ambassador of Qatar to Albania H E Ali bin Hamad Al Marri with guests at an event in connection 
with the World Cup in Tirana, Albania. 

Events held by Qatari 
missions in New York, 

Beijing, Tirana, Pretoria,  
and Kigali. 

Deputy CEO of Dar Al Sharq 
receives Nepali media delegation

THE PENINSULA — DOHA
 
A Nepali media delegation 
participating in the coverage of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
visited Dar Al Sharq Media 
Group.

Deputy CEO of Dar Al Sharq 
Jaber Salem Al Harami received 
the delegation comprising Pres-
ident of the Journalists Associ-
ation, heads and editors-in-
chief of websites and media 
outlets, and sport journalists.

Jaber Al Harami welcomed 
the delegation, wishing them a 
pleasant stay in Qatar to enjoy 
the World Cup matches and 
accompanying events. 

He briefed them about Dar 

Al Sharq Media Group and the 
daily newspapers it contains, 
including The Peninsula in 
English language; Al Sharq and 
Al Arab in Arabic); Lusail, which 
specialises in economic affairs; 
and children's publication 
Jassim Magazine, in addition to 
the websites, media platforms 
and subsidiaries of the group in 
a number of fields.

The delegation praised the 
warm reception, the high level 
management of mega sporting 
event, world-class stadiums, 
facilities, infrastructure, and a 
transportation network with 
high efficiency and capacity, 
which distinguish the Qatar 
World Cup.

The delegation expressed its 
aspiration for bilateral 

cooperation in the field of 
media, expressing their hope to 

enhance communication during 
the next stage.

Deputy CEO of Dar Al Sharq Jaber Salem Al Harami with a Nepali media delegation during their visit 
to Dar Al Sharq.

Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation 
receives nominations from 29 countries
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Board of Trustees of Sheikh 
Hamad Award for Translation 
and International Under-
standing (SHATIU) announced 
yesterday that the Steering 
Committee of the Award has 
completed the preliminary 
screening process for the nomi-
nations submitted for the award 
in its eighth season for the year 
2022. 

The committee revealed 
that the entries for this year 
include individuals and institu-
tions specialised in translation 
from 29 Arab and foreign 
countries.

 The award's spokesperson 
Dr. Hanan Al Fayyad said as the 
deadline for the nomination for 
this year edition has ended. The 
Award Steering Committee dis-
closed that it has received a 
group of nominations from 29 
countries including Qatar, 
Spain, Jordan, United Arab 
Emirates, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, Kuwait, 

Germany, Morocco, 
United Kingdom, United 
States, Italy, Turkiye, 
Tunisia, Niger, South 
Africa, Oman, Syria, 
Palestine, France, 
Canada, Lebanon, 
Libya, the Netherlands, 
Egypt, New Zealand, 
Romania Indonesia, 
T a n z a n i a  a n d 
Kazakhstan. 

Most of the partici-
pants came from 
Turkiye, followed by 
Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, then Qatar, 
Morocco, Iraq and 
Jordan.

 Dr. Al Fayyad also pointed 
out that the nominated works 
included various fields of 
human sciences, including 
Islamic studies, literature, phi-
losophy, social sciences, 
political sciences, history, and 
others. Al Fayyad added that the 
names of the winners of the 
Award will be announced in the 
end of January 2023 and the 

exact day will be announced at 
a later time.

 The categories of the award 
for this edition include category 
of translation from Arabic into 
English and vice versa, trans-
lation from Arabic into Turkish 
and vice versa, and the award 
for achievement in the two 
main languages: English and 
Turkish.

 As well as the categories of 
achievement in translations of 
selected languages from and 
into Arabic: Romanian, Kazakh, 
Swahili, Bahasa Indonesia, and 
Vietnamese which are in the 
category of sub-languages.

The award, which was 
established in 2015, has a value 
of $2m. In its eighth session of 
2022, the Turkish language was 
adopted as a second main lan-
guage, after English, and four 
languages in the categories of 
achievement.

 The award seeks to honour 
translators and appreciate their 
role in strengthening the bonds 
of friendship and cooperation 
between the nations and 
peoples of the world, encour-
aging creativity, consolidating 
lofty values, and spreading 
diversity, pluralism, and 
openness. 

It also aspires to consolidate 
a culture of knowledge and dia-
logue, spread Arab and Islamic 
culture, and develop interna-
tional understanding.

Dr. Hanan Al Fayyad, the award's 
spokesperson

‘Liwan Art’ pavilion at Darb  
Al Saai hosts artists 
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The ‘Liwan Art’ event, which is 
being held as part of Qatar 
National Day celebrations at Darb 
Al Saai yesterday hosted a group 
of artists whose works are 
displayed in the various arts 
sections.

Minister of Culture H E 
Sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Hamad Al Thani, who is also 
Chairman of QND Celebrations 
Organizing Committee, toured 
the ‘Liwan Art’ exhibition, 
where he was briefed by the 
artists about the content of 
paintings, pottery souvenirs , 
Arabic calligraphy and Islamic 
decorations.

Artist Hamid Abdullah Al 
Qahtani expressed his hap-
piness to participate with his 

works in QND 2022 celebra-
tions. He said that his partici-
pation is to hold workshops to 
teach the art of making pottery, 
in addition to the previous art-
works displayed in the various 
arts section, which symbolise 
Qatari and Islamic culture.

Al Qahtani said that four 
workshops will be presented 
during QND celebrations at 
Darb Al Saai, explaining that 
registration for attendance is 
available on the website of the 
Ministry of Culture, Department 
of Visual Arts, for those wishing 
to attend.

He pointed out that the 
turnout for the workshops 
exceeded all expectations, as 
many citizens and residents 
registered to attend the work-
shops to learn pottery making.

Al Qahtani said that this 
indicates the wide interest in 
this aspect of art, which is an 
Arab and Islamic heritage, since 
pottery was a daily use utensils 
in every home, and then this 
field expanded until it included 
the manufacture of antiques 
and artistic paintings that sym-
bolise the cultures and identities 
of peoples.

Al Qahtani said that partic-
ipation in pottery making on the 
rotating wheel is available to 
everyone, on a daily basis, from 
3pm until the end of the day, as 
e workshops are being held for 
visitors of Darb Al Saai.

He said that interested can-
didates can participate by reg-
istering their name with the 
organisers and then joining the 
workshop. The Liwan Art event 

includes stamps and currencies, 
an exhibition of various arts, 
and a section of workshops.

Its programme during QND 
celebrations in Darb Al Saai 
includes many workshops such 

as simulating nature with a 
template, a workshop on con-
temporary artistic heritage 
inspired by the plants of the 
Qatari environment, a 
workshop for learning to draw 

characters in a cartoon way, a 
workshop for drawing abstract 
decorative units on the camel’s 
body in colours, and a painting 
workshop inspired by the 
interior of the Qatari house.

Minister of Culture H E Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad Al Thani with artists at ‘Liwan Art’ exhibition 
being held as part of National Day celebrations at Darb Al Saai.  

FIFA Fan Festival 

welcomes over 

one million fans
FROM PAGE 1

The festival is open every 
day, from 4pm to 2am, 
catering for every fan with its 
unique football and enter-
tainment programme fea-
turing local and international 
artists such as Diplo, Kizz 
Daniel, Nora Fatehi, Trinidad 
Cardona and Calvin Harris.

In addition, for the first 
time ever, the FIFA Fan Fes-
tival has an official anthem: 
‘Tukoh Taka’, from acclaimed 
music stars Nicki Minaj, 
Maluma and Myriam Fares. 
FIFA Sound – the game-
changing initiative that com-
bines the universal languages 
of music and football – collab-
orated with Universal Arabic 
Music and Republic Records 
on the hit song. 

The week of its release, the 
record reached number one 
on iTunes and was the most-
watched music video on 
YouTube. Tukoh Taka is 
available to download here, 
and fans can watch the music 
video here.

Generation 

Amazing creates 

positive change 

through football

FROM PAGE 1

Generation Amazing 
Foundation’s programmes 
include a series of football 
for development sessions 
designed to teach partici-
pants values and essential 
life skills like communi-
cation, teamwork and 
leadership.

“Football impacts posi-
tively on personality devel-
opment,” said Nour Loubani 
adding that the one million 
beneficiaries of Generation 
Amazing Foundation from 
around the world learn the 
skills and being able to con-
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r 
communities. 

The training sessions are 
conducted by specially 
trained coaches and advo-
cates such as Loubani and 
ensure that participants gain 
improved life skills, values 
and knowledge to build and 
improve their communities.

The panel discussion also 
shed light on how the power 
of sport can create a positive 
social impact, and promote 
good physical and mental 
health.

According to Abeer Saad, 
who is a martial arts coach at 
Generation Amazing Foun-
dation, the ability of sports to 
shape their lives for the 
better should not be under-
estimated. She said that 
martial arts can help youth, 
footballers in particular to 
have self-control. She said 
that having frequent martial 
arts sessions can make a “big 
difference” to footballers. 

While Katja Warwick 
highlighted sports, particu-
larly football can contribute 
a lot to psychological, emo-
tional and social well-being. 
She said: “There are loads of 
different ways,” football can 
play a role in mental well-
being of people.
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Omani Minister visits Panda House Park
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Minister of Agriculture, Fish-
eries, and Water Resources of 
Oman H E Dr. Saud Hamoud Al 
Habsi visited Panda House 
Park in Al Khor yesterday.

The Minister accompanied 
by Director of the Public Parks 
Department Muhammad Ali Al 
Khoury, Director of the Public 
Relations Department, and a 
number of officials from the 
Ministry of Municipality 
toured the recreational and 
tourist facilities at Panda 
House Park.

The Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Water Resources 

of Oman praised the efforts of 
Qatar, represented by the Min-
istry of Municipality, to con-
struct the Panda House.

He expressed his happiness 
at  seeing this  global 
achievement in the countries 
of the region and the Arabian 
Gulf, on the occasion of Qatar 

hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

To recall, the Ministry of 
Municipality had opened the 
Panda House Park to the public 
before the start of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, to 
provide the opportunity to fans 
to visit the Park, which is a dis-
tinctive tourist destination.

The Ministry of Munici-
pality has provided the service 
of booking tickets for the visit 
to the Panda House Park, only 
through Oun app available on 
smart devices. 

The Panda House Park 
receives visitors from 9am to 
5pm daily.

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Water Resources of Oman H E Dr. Saud Hamoud Al Habsi and 
other officials visiting Panda House Park yesterday.

Exceptional experience for fans with disabilities in World Cup stadiums
QNA — DOHA

Executive Director, Community 
Engagement and Commercial 
Development at the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy (SC) Khalid Al Naama 
said the availability and ease of 
access and movement were at 
the forefront of priorities during 
the preparation phase to host 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
in line with the Qatar National 
Vision 2030 and the FIFA 
Sustainability Strategy.

Al Naama said in press 
statements on the eve of the cel-
ebration of the International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities,  
which is marked on December 
3 every year: “Our commitment 
to accessibility has been part of 
our planning for the tour-
nament from the very 
beginning. By working with the 
Accessibility Forum, we ensured 

that disabled people played a 
direct role in determining what 
type of services are available to 
them during the tournament, 
and how the World Cup can 
leave a long-lasting accessible 
legacy for the country and the 
region as a whole." 

“For each edition of the 
FIFA World Cup, we step up our 
commitment to sustainability. 
Qatar 2022 is becoming a 
standard bearer for other major 
sporting events when it comes 
to accessibility, going beyond 
basic infrastructure. This is 
about ensuring that every fan 
feels welcome and a part of this 
event, and we are proud of what 
we have achieved,” added 
FIFA’s Head of Sustainability 
and Environment, Federico 
Addiechi.

Working with local stake-
holders, the SC, FIFA and the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 LLC 

have set up sensory rooms for 
fans with access requirements 
at three Qatar 2022 stadiums: 
Al Bayt, Lusail and Education 
City. 

The spaces allow fans to 
watch matches in a quieter 
space, equipped with assistive 
technology and managed by 
expert staff. This edition of the 
FIFA World Cup has included 
the largest deployment of 
sensory rooms at a mega 
sporting event in history.

A number of mobile sensory 
rooms have also been set up 
across Qatar to give fans the 
opportunity to step away from 
large crowds or loud music. 
Locations include the Corniche, 
where the SC has organised a 
vast number of cultural activa-
tions, and the FIFA Fan Festival 
at Al Bidda Park.

For Yassine Chahboub, it 
has been a lifelong dream to 
attend the FIFA World Cup. 
However, the 30-year-old 

Morocco fan has sensory needs 
that make it difficult for him to 
attend live matches. Big 
crowds, loud fans and bright 
lights can be overwhelming for 
Chahboub  but thanks to the 
availability of sensory rooms 
at Qatar 2022, his dream has 
become reality.

The SC, FIFA and the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 LLC 
have worked together closely 
to priorities accessibility 
throughout tournament prep-
arations, in line with the FIFA 
Sustainability Strategy. The SC 
launched the Accessibility 
Forum in 2016, with members 
playing an active role in pro-
viding feedback on the SC’s 
infrastructure projects, working 
towards meeting FIFA Accessi-
bility and inclusive design 
standards while helping to drive 
the accessibility agenda in 
Qatar.

The Panda House Park is open 
to public from 9am to 5pm 

daily. Tickets can be 
purchased through the Oun 

app of the Ministry of 
Municipality.  

MDD launches ‘Stronger Together’ 
exhibit to support local designers, brands
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Msheireb Downtown Doha 
(MDD) launched its first edition 
of the “Stronger Together” 
exhibition which features some 
of the best local designers’ 
products in the fields of fashion, 
jewellery and beauty.

Located in the Doha Design 
District building in Msheireb 
Downtown Doha, the exhibition 
demonstrates the capabilities 
of emerging design talents in 
Qatar and reflects the true 
essence of the Qatari culture to 
visitors from around the world. 

It offers various local 
brands in jewellery, cosmetics, 
and fashion. The brands at the 
booths are changed weekly to 
support all small projects and 
allow them to reach out to the 
international audience during 
the period of the world cup 
tournament.

Maryam Al Jassem, 
Msheireb Properties Manager 
of PR and Communication, said: 
“We are honoured to provide 
this platform to the Qatari 

Talents to support them share 
their creations and services 
with the visitors of our city 
during this period. It is part of 
our mission and vision to 
support the new generation 
of designers. We encourage 
everyone to visit the exhi-
bition and learn more about 
local Qatari products and 
share it with the world.”

The jewellery section fea-
tures two Qatari designers, 
Hairaat jewellery by Nada Al-
Sulaiti and Ghada Al Buainain 
jewellery.

Four brands are partici-
pating in the fashion section 
of the exhibition, including 
‘The Hive’ by Noura Al Mulla, 
‘Harlienz’ by Ayah Adsani and 
‘1309 Studios’ by Ghada Al 
Suabaie. The three female 
designers offer unique abaya 
designs with contemporary 
touches and colours. 

‘The Project’ is a unisex 
streetwear brand created by 
Abdul Rahman Al Hamad 
which uses recycled or 
leftover fabrics to promote 
sustainability. 

In  the cosmetics 
department, Terra Beauty 
sells organic skincare, 
makeup and perfume, while 
Coating provides manicures 
while also selling skincare 
products.

On the sidelines of the 
exhibition, visitors can find a 
variety of food and beverage 
carts including Petit Camion, 
Cloud & Co., and Togather.

To celebrate the joyous 
moment of the year, Msheireb 
Downtown Doha initiated 
various events for tourists and 
fans to cheer for their 
favourite teams while 
enjoying the beauty of Qatari 
heritage-reflecting buildings 
and its smart facilities. 

A view of the 'Stronger Together' exhibition

Our commitment to accessibility has been part of 
our planning for the tournament from the very 
beginning. By working with the Accessibility 

Forum, we ensured that disabled people played a direct role 
in determining what type of services are available to them 
during the tournament, and how the World Cup can leave a 

long-lasting accessible legacy for the country and the region.
Khalid Al Naama

Panda House 

Park sees brisk 

booking; attracts 

growing visitors

FROM PAGE 1

Panda House Park has an 
enclosure, an outdoor garden 
pathway, outdoor booths, a 
garden, and a connecting door 
to Al Khor Family Park and 
Zoo. Up to 300 parking spaces 
are also made available for 
visitors.  The expanse of the 
Panda House Park contains 
464 trees and 2, 814 bamboo 
plants. It also has a Global Sus-
tainability Assessment System 
(GSAS) certification. 

The 120,000 sqm park, 
with a capacity of 725 people, 
consists of a 37 sqm plant 
mural, gallery, and education 
room. Visitors can access gift 
shops, cafe, a veterinary clinic, 
as well as prayer rooms.
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QF amplifies Palestinian voices, 
creativity, and culture during Qatar 2022
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The culture, achievements, and 
inspiring stories of Palestine 
and its people are being spot-
lighted by Qatar Foundation as 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022  
showcases the Arab world to 
the wider world.

A series of events and per-
formances hosted by Qatar 
Foundation (QF) during 
December will amplify Pales-
tinian voices, starting with a 
storytelling and poetry event by 
activist Muna El Kurd at 2pm 
on Monday,  December 5, at the 
Cinema Hall in Multaqa (Edu-
cation City Student Center).

El Kurd — who gained 
international attention in 2021 
when she and her brother were 
detained by Israeli authorities 
during protests against the 
forced displacement of Pales-
tinian families from their 
homes in Jerusalem’s Sheikh 
Jarrah neighbourhood — will 
share her own story and recite 
her mother’s poems at the 
event, which will take place 
during GOALS, an exhibition 
where storytellers are providing 
their perspectives on the FIFA 
World Cup, football in Qatar, 
community, and culture.

And Palestinian performers 
will be the centre stage at QF’s 
D’reesha Performing Arts Fes-
tival, which is being held at 
Oxygen Park and Al Khater 
House in Education City from  
December 11-17 under the 
theme of ‘Travel and Adventure’ 
and will bring the local, 
regional, and international 
community together to cele-
brate creativity, Arab culture 
and heritage, and the Arabic 
language.

On December 12 at 6:45pm, 
Palestinian singer and producer 
Dalal Abu Amneh, who is also 
a neuroscientist, will, for the 
first time, combine her love of 
music and science into a single 
performance, while on 13 and 
14 December from 3-4pm each 
day, D’reesha attendees will be 
treated to performances from 
Banat Al Quds, a choir and 

instrumental ensemble com-
prising 38 young women whose 
family roots lie in Al Quds.

Meanwhile, from 3:30-
3:40pm on  December 15, 
13-year-old Palestinian rapper 
Abdulrahman AlShanti — better 
known as MC Abdul — will 
perform at D’reesha, with the 
teenage artist from Gaza dem-
onstrating how he uses his 
music to spread a message of 
peace and unity; and at 5pm on  
December 17, a Poetry Majlis 
will be held at Al Khater House, 
discussing topics relevant to 
Palestine and the Arab world 
through poetry and welcoming 
poets Rawdah AlHajj, Anas 
AlDoghmem, and Dalal 
alBaroud.

More details about the 
D’reesha Performing Arts Fes-
tival, including where and how 
to buy tickets, can be found at 
w w w . o r g . q a / e v e n t s /
dreesha-performing-arts-fes-
tival

QF production Doha 

Debates is also holding a 
December townhall event 
focusing on the lived reality of 
Palestinian national identity, 
and exploring it beyond a 
purely theoretical approach, 
with Palestinian activist Ahed 
Tamimi; Dr. Tariq Dana, 
assistant professor of conflict 
and humanitarian studies at 
Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies; and Palestinian 
American actress and comedian 
Maysoon Zayid. 

The event will be mod-
erated by Palestinian-American 
journalist Dena Takruri, of Al 
Jazeera Media Network, with a 
number of Palestinian students 
and youth participating in the 
on-stage discussion. 

During the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, the Doha Debates 
Portal has been part of the FIFA 
Fan Festival in Doha, con-
necting fans and visitors with 
people in locations including 
Gaza with the aim of sparking 
dialogue on key global issues.

Palestinian activist Muna Al Kurd

Qatar Scientific Club presents interactive shows at Darb Al Saai
QNA — DOHA

Qatar Scientific Club is partici-
pating in this year’s Darb Al Saai 
activities on the occasion of the 
National Day, which is cele-
brated on December 18 each 
year. The club will present a 
series of interactive scientific 
shows.

In a statement to QNA, Man-
aging Director of the Qatar Sci-
entific Club Sheikh Ali bin 
Salman Al Thani said that the 
Scientific Club, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of 

Environment and Climate 
Change, will offer this year a 
range of shows and experiences 
combining learning and fun, 
such as dry ice shows, air 
cannon, liquid nitrogen shows, 
and some special shows for the 
ignition triangle, in addition to 
cultural competitions of a sci-
entific nature that have received 
interaction and approval from 
the public.

He explained that the club 
will also participate in the 
events accompanying the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, 

especially in the ‘D’reesha of 
Invention and Innovation’, 
which will be held under the 
supervision and organisation of 
the Qatar Foundation from 
December 11 to 17, as it will 
present a number of special 
events, such as scientific com-
petitions, interactive scientific 
experiments, a meeting with an 
innovator, an exhibition of 
inventions of Muslim scholars, 
building World Cup stadiums, 
and building Islamic and engi-
neering heritage landmarks. 

It will also participate in the 

events accompanying the World 
Cup, which will be held in Kah-
ramaa Awareness Park, starting 
from December 5 until the 
National Day.

Sheikh Ali bin Salman Al 
Thani added that the occasion 
of the National Day and its com-
memoration in Darb Al Saai or 
in various places in the country 
is a commemoration of the 
founding of the State of Qatar 
at the hands of the founder 
Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed 
bin Thani, who founded the 
modern State of Qatar, stating 

that the importance of the 
National Day represents an 
opportunity to introduce the 
works of the founders who 
endured the hardships and paid 
a heavy price to achieve the 
unity of their nation and cele-
brate their anniversary. 

It also emphasises the 
identity of the state and its 
history and embodies the ideals 
and hopes on which the state 
was built, in addition to pro-
moting loyalty, solidarity, unity 
and pride in the Qatari national 
identity, he said.

Cultural symposium highlights Qatari women's role, contributions
QNA — DOHA

A cultural symposium held as part of the 
Darb Al Saai activities, highlighted the role 
of Qatari women and their significant 
contributions to the development of 
various fields and aspects in their society.

Director of the Mohammed bin Hamad 
Al Thani Center for Muslim Contributions 
to Civilization at the College of Islamic 
Studies of Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
Dr. Aisha Yousef Al Mannai, Director 
General of the Qatari Forum for Authors 
Dr. Aisha Jassim Al Kuwari, and journalist 
Hessa Al Suwaidi, participated in the sym-
posium which was held under the title 
“Qatari Women... Great Roles and 

Achievements in Society”, and moderated 
by journalist Ahmed Al Saadi.

The participants talked about the roles 
played by Qatari women in various fields, 
associated with their adherence to Islamic 
culture, as well as the authentic Qatari 
customs and traditions.

Dr. Aisha Al Mannai said that Qatari 
women make great contributions to 
society because of their broad Islamic 
culture, adding that Qatari women are 
keen to adhere to the authentic customs 
and traditions of their society, just as they 
are keen to raise their children on these 
virtues.

She explained that women became, 
since long time, peers to the Qatari man, 

who contributed to the growth of women’s 
role in different spheres, under the Con-
stitution that equalised men and women 
in rights and duties, stressing that Qatari 
women have preserved their identity 
despite entering into various fields.

For her part, Dr. Aisha Jassim Al 
Kuwari drew attention to the success of 
Qatari women inside and outside the 

country, presenting many examples in this 
regard, noting the presence of Qatari 
women writers who participate in intro-
ducing Qatari culture in various fields of 
creativity, and assuming responsibility for 
cultural affairs like men.

Meanwhile, journalist Hessa Al 
Suwaidi emphasised the ability of the 
Qatari female intellectuals, who are proud 
of their beliefs and heritage, to coura-
geously work and open up with various 
cultures in light of the deep-rooted and 
solidly founded constants. She explained 
that women can be ambassadors of local 
culture through opening up to the other 
world, in service of the work they do in 
entrepreneurship, culture or media. 

Ministry of Culture holds Tunisian 
and Syrian community days
QNA — DOHA

The Ministry of Culture 
organised, as part of the 
“Cultural Diversity of Commu-
nities” activities held on the 
sidelines of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, the Tunisian 
Community Day, which was 
marked by a rich programme 
that reflects the cultural 
diversity that characterises 
this country.

The Tunisian community’s 
celebration, which was hosted 
by the Al Sulaiti House in Al 
Hitmi area near the National 

Museum of Qatar, included 
lyrical performances by the 
students of the Tunisian 
School in Doha, and Tunisian 
classical, folk, heritage and 
folklore arts, and a paragraph 
on Tunisian traditional dress 
in several states.

In the same context, the 
Ministry of Culture hosted a 
similar event for the Syrian 
community, which included a 
rich programme that reflects 
the cultural diversity that 
characterises Syria.

Charge d’Affairs at the 
Syrian Embassy in Qatar H E 

Dr. Bilal Turkiya, expressed 
his thanks to Qatar for what 
it provides to Syria and its 
people in various humani-
tarian, cultural and devel-
opment fields.

He commended the efforts 
of the Ministry of Culture for 
providing this opportunity and 
others to show the living 
Syrian culture and rich her-
itage, especially in light of this 
beautiful atmosphere full of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 competitions, which 
reap success and praise from 
everyone. Officials during a cultural programme. 

On December 15, 13-year-old Palestinian 
rapper Abdulrahman AlShanti — better known 
as MC Abdul — will perform at D’reesha, with 
the teenage artist from Gaza demonstrating 
how he uses his music to spread a message of 
peace and unity.

Students from 
Qatar take part 
in IJSO 2022 in 
Colombia

QNA — DOHA

A team of students from 
Qatar participated in the 
19th edition of the 2022 
International Junior 
Science Olympiad (IJSO 
2022) in Bogota, 
Colombia, which runs 
until December 12.

The team comprises 
six students, a super-
visor and three aca-
demic leaders from the 
mentors of  the 
Department of Science 
in the Department of 
Educational Guidance of 
the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher 
Education.

This is Qatar’s fifth 
participation in this 
international compe-
tition which consists of 
three tests in science, 
including theoretical 
and practical aspects to 
measure higher thinking 
skills, problem-solving 
skills and scientific 
investigation in biology, 
chemistry, and physics 
subjects.

Speaker says Qatari 
women have preserved 
their identity despite 
entering into various fields.
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Pressure mounted this week for Ramaphosa to 
quit or be forced from office over the burglary 
of more than half a million dollars in cash 
from his farm, which he allegedly covered up. 
Ramaphosa has denied any wrongdoing.
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South Africa's President Ramaphosa seeks to hang on to power
AFP – JOHANNESBURG

South Africa’s President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, embroiled in 
scandal and under threat of 
impeachment, has no intention 
of resigning and will fight both 
politically and judicially, people 
close to him said yesterday.

Pressure mounted this week 
for Ramaphosa to quit or be 
forced from office over the bur-
glary of more than half a million 
dollars in cash from his farm, 
which he allegedly covered up.

The African National Con-
gress (ANC) initially said yes-
terday morning that it would 
hold a “special session of its 
National Executive Committee” 
today. It then said the meeting 
had been postponed to 
tomorrow morning. The party 
leadership met briefly in Johan-
nesburg on Friday before telling 
journalists it would look more 

closely at the facts of the case 
against the president. Ram-
aphosa supporters were rallying 
to his cause.

Justice Minister Ronald 
Lamola was in no doubt that 
Ramaphosa would remain in 
office. “He will definitely con-
tinue,” Lamola told public 
broadcaster SABC.

Ramaphosa spokesman 
Vincent Magwenya said the 
president was “seriously con-
sidering” challenging in court a 
report submitted to parliament 
this week over the burglary.

On Wednesday, a three-
member parliamentary panel, 

including a former chief justice 
of the country’s highest court, 
said that Ramaphosa “may have 
committed” acts contrary to the 
law and the constitution, paving 
the way for impeachment 
proceedings.

Magwenya said: “It may be 
in the long-term interest... of 
our constitutional democracy, 
well beyond the Ramaphosa 
presidency, that such a clearly 
flawed report is challenged, 
especially when it’s being used 
as point of reference to remove 
a sitting head of state.” 

Even the head of the South 
African Anglican Church warned 

that, if Ramaphosa resigns, the 
country would be in danger of 
falling “into anarchy”.

Ramaphosa has been under 
fire since June, when a former 
spy boss filed a complaint with 
the police alleging that the pres-
ident had hidden a February 
2020 burglary at his farm in 
northeastern South Africa from 
the authorities.

He allegedly organised for 
the robbers to be kidnapped 
and bribed into silence. Ram-
aphosa said the vast sum of cash 
stashed at the farm was 
payment for buffaloes bought 
by a Sudanese businessman.

But the incriminating report 
questioned why the identity of 
Mustafa Mohamed Ibrahim 
Hazim, said to have bought the 
cattle, could not be verified, and 
why the buffaloes remained on 
Ramaphosa’s Phala Phala 
estate, a two-hour drive from 

Pretoria. “There are serious 
doubts as to whether the stolen 
foreign currency actually came 
from their sale,” the report 
concluded.

The scandal has cast a 
shadow over Ramaphosa’s bid 
to portray himself as graft-free 
after the corruption-stained era 
of his predecessor, Jacob Zuma.

The report concluded Ram-
aphosa “may have committed” 
serious violations and mis-
conduct. It will be examined by 
parliament on Tuesday.

That debate could open the 
way to a vote on impeaching 
Ramaphosa — a term that in 
South Africa means removal 
from office.

Ramaphosa has denied any 
wrongdoing. The President has 
not been charged with anything 
at this point, and the police 
inquiry is ongoing.

But the scandal, complete 

with details of the more than 
half a million dollars in cash 
being hidden under sofa 
cushions, has come at the worst 
possible moment for him.

The South African press 
remained confident yesterday 
that Ramaphosa would remain 
in office. The president is 
popular with the public — more 
so than the ANC.

But the party of national 
hero Nelson Mandela, in power 
for 28 years since the end of the 
apartheid-era, is experiencing 
dwindling support.

On December 16, Ram-
aphosa contests elections for 
the ANC presidency — a position 
that also holds the key to staying 
on as national president. He 
took office at the helm of 
Africa’s most industrialised 
economy in 2018, vowing to 
root out corruption from state 
institutions.

Thousands of Islamists protest UN mission in Sudan
AFP — KHARTOUM

Thousands of Islamists in Sudan 
rallied yesterday against efforts 
by the United Nations to solve 
the political crisis sparked by 
last year’s coup, witnesses said.

The demonstrations, the 
latest by Islamist factions in 
recent weeks, came one day 
after military leaders and a key 
civilian bloc announced plans 
to sign an initial deal.

Political turmoil has gripped 
Sudan since army chief Abdel 
Fattah Al-Burhan led an 
October 2021 military takeover, 
derailing a fragile transition to 
civilian rule installed after the 
2019 ouster of long-time Islamist 
autocrat Omar Hassan Al Bashir.

Near-weekly anti-coup 
protests, a spiralling economic 
crisis and a rise in ethnic clashes 
in Sudan’s remote regions have 
since fed deepening unrest.

“Do not interfere in 
Sudanese affairs,” protesters 
chanted outside the head-
quarters of the UN mission in 
Khartoum.

Others called on UN special 
representative Volker Perthes 
to “get out” of Sudan.

“We are against this deal,” 
said protester Ahmed Omar.

Protester Mohamed Hasabo 

also criticised the upcoming 
deal as a “dual settlement” that 
excludes others.

On Friday, military leaders 
met with the Forces for 
Freedom and Change, the main 
civilian bloc which was ousted 
in the 2021 coup.

The FFC said they discussed 
a potential “political framework 

agreement” that would “lay the 
groundwork for establishing of 
transitional civilian authority”.

Sudan’s sovereign council, 
chaired by Burhan, confirmed 
the plan.

Friday’s talks were held in 
the presence of officials from 
the African Union, United 
Nations and the regional IGAD 

bloc, as well as Western dip-
lomats, the FFC and the sov-
ereign council said.

Divisions among civilian 
groups in Sudan have deepened 
since the coup, with some 
urging for reaching a deal with 
the military, while others insist 
on “no partnership, no 
negotiation”.

Sudanese protesters march outside the UN mission in the capital Khartoum, yesterday. (AFP)

Tunisia’s powerful labour union rejects December election
REUTERS — TUNIS

Tunisia’s powerful labour union 
attacked the president’s 
political and economic agenda 
yesterday, including elections 
this month, saying it will no 
longer accept what it called a 
threat to democracy in its 
clearest challenge to him yet.

The UGTT union says it has 
more than a million members 
and has proven able to paralyse 
the economy with strikes. It has 
at times backed President Kais 
Saied after he seized most 

powers last year, but on other 
occasions has voiced tepid 
opposition.

“We no longer accept the 
current path because of its 
ambiguity and individual rule, 
and the unpleasant surprises 
it hides for the fate of the 
country and democracy,” 
UGTT’s leader Noureddine 
Taboubi said in a speech to 
thousands of supporters.

“We will not hesitate to 
defend rights and freedoms 
whatever the cost,” he added, 
in his strongest criticism yet 

of the president. 
Saied shut down the elected 

parliament last year and moved 
to rule by decree before writing 
a new constitution that was 
passed this summer in a refer-
endum with low turnout, setting 
up elections for a new, 
weakened legislature on 
December 17.

Most political parties are 
boycotting the poll, saying the 
new parliament will have no 
power and faulting procedures 
the president has decreed, 
which include bringing the 

electoral commission under his 
purview.

Taboubi said the December 
election would “have no colour 
and taste” as a result of Saied’s 
constitution and that the vote 
lacked national unanimity.

The president’s critics have 
denounced his moves as a 
coup and have held repeated 
street protests. Saied says his 
actions were necessary to save 
Tunisia.

Though the UGTT has pre-
viously voiced concern, it has 
stopped short of openly 

opposing his agenda, except for 
a strike in the summer over 
wages and spending cuts.

This year, as the economy 
worsened, the new government 
Saied appointed angered the 
UGTT by proposing subsidy cuts 
and the restructuring of state-
owned companies in a push for 
an IMF bailout needed to avert 
national bankruptcy.

“We will not abide by secret 
agreements the government has 
with the International Monetary 
Fund and the workers will stand 
up to it,” Taboubi said.

US navy says seizes ammunition 
en route from Iran to Yemen
AFP — MANAMA

The US Navy said yesterday that 
it had seized one million rounds 
of ammunition along with 
rocket fuses and propellant 
being smuggled on a fishing 
trawler from Iran to Yemen.

The cargo was discovered 
on Thursday “during a flag 
verification boarding”, the 
Bahrain-based United States 

Fifth Fleet said in a statement, 
noting it was the “second 
major illegal weapons seizure 
within a month” along the 
maritime route. 

“This significant inter-
diction clearly shows that Iran’s 
unlawful transfer of lethal aid 
and destabilising behaviour 
continues,” Vice-Admiral Brad 
Cooper said.

The fishing trawler 

intercepted on Thursday was 
carrying nearly 7,000 rocket 
fuses and “over 2,100kg  of pro-
pellant used to launch rocket 
propelled grenades”, the 
statement said.

“The direct or indirect 
supply, sale or transfer of 
weapons to the Houthis in 
Yemen violates UN Security 
Council Resolution 2216 and 
international law,” it added.

A fishing trawler reportedly intercepted by the US Navy operating from expeditionary sea base USS 
Lewis B Puller in the Gulf of Oman. (AFP) 

Turkiye jails 
outlawed PKK 
member extradited 
from Sweden

AFP — ISTANBUL

A Turkish court yesterday 
jailed a convicted member of 
the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) a day 
after Sweden extradited him, 
state media reported.

Mahmut Tat was sen-
tenced to more than six years 
in jail over being a member of 
the PKK in Turkiye. 

He fled to Sweden in 2015, 
but Stockholm rejected his 
asylum request. Tat arrived in 
Istanbul on Friday night after 
Sweden detained and extra-
dited him, the Anadolu news 
agency reported.

Turkish police arrested 
him soon after arriving at 
Istanbul airport and referred 
him to a court yesterday, 
which sent him to jail, the 
news agency said.

Turkiye has accused 
Finland and Sweden in par-
ticular of providing a safe 
haven for outlawed Kurdish 
groups it deems “terrorists”, 
and held back on ratifying 
their Nato bids despite an 
agreement in Madrid in June.

Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu held trilateral talks 
with his Swedish and Finnish 
counterparts on the margins 
of a Nato meeting in Bucharest 
this week. 

“The statements (coming 
out of Sweden) are good, the 
determination is good, but we 
need to see concrete steps,” 
Cavusoglu said.

Ankara has said it expects 
Stockholm to take action on 
issues including the extradition 
of criminals and freezing of 
terror assets.

Turkiye has demanded the 
Nordic countries take a 
tougher stance on Kurdish 
groups it deems “terrorists” in 
exchange for its backing.

Iran starts construction of  
new nuclear power plant
AFP — TEHRAN

Iran has begun the construction 
of a new nuclear plant in the 
southwestern province of Khuz-
estan, the country’s atomic 
energy agency said yesterday.

Mohammad Eslami, the head 
of the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation of Iran, announced in tel-
evised remarks the start of con-
struction of the 300-megawatt 
Karun power plant in Darkhovin 
district of Khuzestan.

Construction of the plant 
will take seven years and is 
expected to cost between 
$1.5bn and $2bn, he added on 
state television.

Eslami said the power plant 
was “first set to be constructed 
by a French company”, but that 
the firm had backed out of its 
“commitments” after the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. “Later, 
other countries avoided coop-
eration with the Islamic 
republic of Iran, because of the 
sanctions,” he continued.

Under a landmark deal 
struck in 2015, Iran agreed to 
mothball its Fordo nuclear 

plant and limit its enrichment 
of uranium to 3.67 percent, as 
part of a package of restrictions 
on its nuclear activities aimed 
at preventing it from covertly 
developing a nuclear weapon.

Tehran has repeatedly 
denied that it seeks to develop 
an atomic bomb. In return for 
the restrictions, major powers 
agreed to relax sanctions they 
had imposed over Iran’s 
nuclear programme.

But the deal crumbled in 
2018 when then US president 
Donald Trump pulled Wash-
ington out of the agreement 
and reimposed crippling eco-
nomic sanctions. Iran has since 
reopened its Fordo plant and 
last month said it had begun 
producing uranium enriched 
to 60 percent there.

It also operates a nuclear 
power plant in Bushehr, 
which produces 1,000 mega-
watts of power. 

Talks to revive the 2015 
pact began in April 2021, but 
have stalled in recent months, 
amid tensions between Iran 
and other parties to the deal.

UN calls for sustained support for 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon
BEIRUT: The United Nations’ refugee agency chief yesterday called 
for sustained support for Syrian refugees in Lebanon and 
vulnerable Lebanese citizens, three years after the country’s 
economy began collapsing. “We must stand with Lebanon,” UNHCR 
chief Filippo Grandi said at the end of a three-day visit to Beirut. 
He urged the international community to help the country as it 
faces “one of its hardest moments” and hosts “one of the largest 
refugee populations per capita in the world”. Since late 2019, 
Lebanon has been in the throes of an economic crisis. Hundreds 
of thousands of Syrians fled to Lebanon after the country’s civil 
war began in 2011 with the brutal suppression of anti-regime 
protests. Authorities say Lebanon hosts around two million Syrian 
refugees, while nearly 830,000 are registered with the UN.

In a statement, Grandi said sustained support for Lebanon 
was needed “now more than ever... both to support Lebanese in 
need and the hundreds of thousands of refugees that they have 
generously hosted for so many years”. During his visit, Grandi 
met with officials including caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati 
“to discuss how to better support vulnerable Lebanese and ref-
ugees”, the statement added. — AFP

Over 100 dead in DR Congo ‘massacre’

KINSHASA: Three days of national mourning began in the DR 
Congo yesterday after the alleged massacre of civilians in the 
country’s east, with the government now giving a death toll of 
“more than 100”. On Thursday, the government accused the M23 
militia — with whom it is locked in a months-long conflict — of 
slaughtering 50 people at Kishishe, a village around 70km north 
of the city of Goma. The M23 hit back, saying the allegations were 
“baseless” and denying that it targeted civilians. At a council of 
ministers meeting on Friday, the DRC’s president Felix Tshisekedi 
“condemned in the strongest terms the massacre of more than 
100 compatriots in Kishishe”, government spokesman Patrick 
Muyaya said. He said Tshisekedi had “instructed the government 
to declare three days of national mourning,” adding that flags 
would be flown at half-mast throughout the country. — AFP
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EDITORIAL

DESPITE toxic media campaigns, baseless allegations, 
rumour mongering and conspiracies hatched in more 
than one place to thwart Qatar’s efforts to host the World 
Cup, the tournament is being held in a festive carnival 
atmosphere and FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches 
are organised smoothly and safely. 

On the way to the World Cup, Qatar faced many 
challenges including constant Western scepticism about 
its ability to organise the event, but Qatar has been 
moving for twelve years with a steady pace and a heart 
full of confidence. Last Friday (December 2) coincided 
with the 12th anniversary of the announcement that the 
State of Qatar won the bid to host the most prominent 
global football event.

Qatar rose up to the expectations, promises and 
challenges to host one of the most important events in 
the history of Qatari, Gulf and Arab sports, which is 
winning praise at regional and global levels.

The past 12 years were full of challenges and wit-
nessed tremendous efforts at all levels which finally cul-
minated in the presentation of an exceptional, unprece-
dented and unique version of the World Cup tournaments 
in its history.  The anniversary of Qatar’s winning the right 
of hosting the World Cup 12 years ago on December 2, 
also coincides with the end of group stage matches, and 
announcements made by the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy of launching a new Hayya Card option 
which will allow non-ticketed fans to enter the country 
and attend the FIFA World Cup starting from the day after 
the conclusion of the group stage. 

Thus, Qatar offers another chance for more fans to 
visit Qatar and experience the special atmosphere of 
the first FIFA World Cup in one of the small countries of 
the Middle East.

The ‘Early December’ option of Hayya Card feature, 
which allows fans without tickets to apply for a Hayya 
Card, remained valid after midnight on December 2. The 
Hayya Card is mandatory for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
fans to access stadiums with a valid match ticket, entry 
to the FIFA Fan Festival and for free public transport.

As the tournament has moved to the stage of 
knockout, Qatar celebrates its successful hosting of the 
FIFA World Cup, as it kept its promise to hundreds of 
thousands of fans from across the world for an unrivalled 
festival of football and the exchange of cultures. After 
observing the entire environment and cultural context 
where the matches are taking place, the exceptional pres-
entation has started getting praise from regional and global 
levels including hundreds of thousands of fans, heads of 
state and top officials from different countries.

Delivering the best

Established in 1996

The most profound impact still has come from the 
bold vision that all HIV-positive people have a basic 
human right to access antiretrovirals. That has 
morphed into today’s universal healthcare movement 
to cover significant preventive, curative, rehabilitation, 
and palliative care, from cradle to grave.

MUKESH KAPILA — AL JAZEERA

Arriving at Uganda’s Entebbe 
airport, I was struck by the miles 
of carpentry shops on the road to 
Kampala, building wooden 
coffins. It was the mid-1980s and 
I was studying the epicentre of a 
new condition devastating Africa: 
AIDS.

After infection with the 
human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), people can — after an 
initial, short, flu-like illness — 
remain well for several years. But 
with no treatment, the conse-
quences are eventually always 
fatal. Around 85 million have 
been infected, and 40 million 
have lost their lives so far.

I witnessed that tragedy as a 
health adviser to the British gov-
ernment’s aid programme. But 
over the years, I also saw how the 
world fought back successfully 
against AIDS. Now, I believe it is 
important to take those lessons 
and employ them not just for 
disease-specific programmes but 
to develop sustainable, inte-
grated strategies for universal 
healthcare and human devel-
opment that leave no one behind.

In the 1990s, emaciated and 
incontinent patients with sores 
filled the corridors of Kamazu 
Central Hospital in Malawi’s 
capital, Lilongwe. As I drove up 
country, I saw abandoned fields 
and empty villages.

Attending the funerals of my 
local colleagues, including those 
at the British High Commission, 
was a regular part of my job. My 
main task – to establish Malawi’s 
post-colonial healthcare institu-
tions – took a bad knock, as 
doctors and nurses died faster 
than they could be trained.

I often used Zambia Airways 
to travel around Southern Africa 
until rising HIV infections among 
its aircrew hastened its demise. 
As infection rates shot up in the 
police and military – exact levels 

were closely guarded secrets – 
regional instability became a 
serious concern.

It was heartbreaking to tour 
crowded orphanages in South 
Africa as parents died and tradi-
tional family support systems 
were overwhelmed. Older sib-
lings were thrown out to face 
abuse and exploitation on the 
streets. I saw worse still in 
Rwanda, where 70 percent of the 
500,000 women raped during 
the 1994 genocide acquired HIV.

Then a “miracle” happened. 
In a Zimbabwean hospital, I wit-
nessed an AIDS patient treated 
with antiretrovirals rise from his 
deathbed. Overwhelmed, I cried 

with his family who came singing 
and dancing to fetch him home.

The AIDS beast was no longer 
invincible. Suitably inspired, I 
returned to my office to construct 
the biggest HIV/AIDS programme 
for Southern Africa of that time, 
with the British aid funds at my 
disposal. However, there was a 
problem. Although azidothy-
midine (AZT), the first HIV 
treatment, had arrived in 1987, 
the $8,000 annual cost per 
patient seemed an insur-
mountable obstacle.

But I had underestimated the 
resolve of people living with HIV 
and AIDS who refused to be mar-
ginalised as victims. Joining them 
were vulnerable populations 
such as sex workers in 
Amsterdam and London, migrant 
labourers in Mumbai and 
Nairobi, injecting drug users in 
Melbourne and Mexico City, and 

gay groups in Rio de Janeiro and 
Tokyo. They challenged pre-
vailing prejudices with a combi-
nation of reason and passion that 
dominated the agenda-setting 
AIDS conferences I attended in 
Stockholm and San Francisco.

Results followed. Funding for 
AIDS research skyrocketed and 
public attitudes began shifting. 
Even religious orthodoxies 
started cracking as the ethical 
case for condoms became 
stronger.

Such worldwide solidarity 
was unprecedented in history 
and Big Pharma could not sustain 
the immorality of massive profit-
eering from life-saving antiretro-

virals. Led by South Africa and 
India, developing nations sought 
flexibility within the 1994 Trade-
Related Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) Agreement to 
produce cheaper generic medi-
cines when public health emer-
gencies threatened.

This was finally accom-
plished with the 2001 Doha Dec-
laration, and the impact was a 99 
percent reduction in antiretro-
viral cost to less than $100 
annually in the poorest countries. 
Innovation flourished with better 
drug combinations to the point 
that a treated HIV-infected 
person can now enjoy an almost 
normal lifespan. Pre-exposure 
prophylaxis with antiretrovirals 
is also highly effective in pre-
venting spread. Today, 75 percent 
of people with HIV receive 
antiretroviral therapy.

The good news? Those of us 

who have fought AIDS for 
decades know it can be done and 
can serve as a model for how we 
deal with other public health 
threats such as COVID-19, Ebola, 
malaria, tuberculosis, and major 
noncommunicable diseases.

For example, it was the 
massive AIDS-triggered invest-
ments in fundamental sciences 
that paved the way for progress 
on many deadly cancers, turning 
them into liveable conditions. 
The technologies invented 
around AIDS management 
helped with the super-speedy 
invention of COVID-19 vaccines 
and medicines, and recently, the 
first working vaccine against 
humanity’s ancient scourge, 
malaria.

Today’s struggles against our 
biggest killers, diabetes and car-
diovascular diseases, draw on the 
social mobilisation and educa-
tional techniques pioneered by 
AIDS activists. They also helped 
us develop the skills to counter 
stigma and fear -invaluable 
against conditions as varied as 
Ebola and schizophrenia.

The most profound impact 
still has come from the bold 
vision that all HIV-positive 
people have a basic human right 
to access antiretrovirals. That has 
morphed into today’s universal 
healthcare movement to cover 
significant preventive, curative, 
rehabilitation, and palliative care, 
from cradle to grave.

But more needs to be done. 
We need renewed creativity and 
adaptation to ensure that the 
lessons from the fight against 
AIDS serve future generations. 
For instance, countries like India 
and South Africa which success-
fully secured patent waivers on 
COVID-19 vaccines must not stop 
there. They must push to obtain 
similar deals for drugs and diag-
nostics for COVID-19. Just like 
the waivers for antiretrovirals 
two decades ago, such success in 

Lessons from AIDS can help us 
defeat other diseases

BLOOMBERG

On Wednesday, Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell explained 
the central bank’s current 
thinking on inflation in a speech 
at the Brookings Institution. The 
next day, with impeccable 
timing, October’s inflation 
figures turned out to be broadly 
consistent with his remarks. 
Inflation is coming under 
control, but the problem is far 
from solved; interest rates still 
need to go higher, but the pace 
of tightening can be eased a 
little.

The Fed’s next policy-rate 
decision will be announced on 
Dec. 14. Investors had already 
penciled in a 50 basis-point 
increase, down from the 75 basis 
points announced after each of 
the Fed’s four previous 
meetings. Powell’s remarks 
went along with this - and so did 
the slower-than-expected rise in 
the Fed’s preferred measure of 

core inflation. The increase in 
the price of personal con-
sumption expenditures 
excluding food and energy was 
0.2% in October, giving a year-
on-year rise of 5.0%. That was a 
bit lower than private fore-
casters had predicted.

Yet, as Powell emphasized, 
it’s too soon to celebrate. Per-
sonal spending is still strong. 
Friday’s payroll data showed an 
unexpectedly fast rise in 
employment last month and the 
biggest increase in hourly pay 
since January. This raises doubts 
over whether demand is cooling 
as quickly as needed. Core PCE 
inflation of 5% is still far too 
high. And an arguably better 
measure of core prices (based on 
median PCE, which strips out 
the biggest fluctuations, not just 
those for food and energy) was 
up 5.7% in the year to October, 
only slightly down from the pre-
vious month.

All this suggests that the Fed’s 

biggest concern can’t yet be ruled 
out: Without further tightening, 
inflation might settle at far too 
high a rate. The range for the 
current policy rate is 3.75% to 4%; 
add 50 basis points in December, 
and it will still be negative in real 
terms. The Fed has been tight-
ening very rapidly by its own past 
standards, and monetary policy 
is now much less accommo-
dative than in the spring, but the 
policy rate isn’t yet “restrictive” 
in the ordinary sense.

For that, a rate of 6% or more 
could turn out to be required - 
something that investors have 
lately been betting against. The 
prospect of rates so high would 
revive fears of a hard landing for 
the economy, which in turn 
would lead to mounting 
pressure on the Fed to relax. 
One form of criticism is already 
easy to predict: Some well-
respected economists argue that 
the Fed’s 2% inflation target is 
too low. If this were reset to 3% 

or 4%, it’s argued, a gentler 
slowdown would do the job (and 
policy would be simpler to 
manage through the medium 
and longer term as well, because 
interest rates would reach the 
so-called zero lower bound less 
frequently).

Let’s hope this idea gains no 
further traction. Confidence in 
the central bank’s ability and 
determination to get inflation 
back down to 2% is one of its 
most powerful assets. Medium-
term inflation expectations have 
edged up of late, but surprisingly 
little in view of the enormous 
current overshoot. That’s much 
to the Fed’s credit - and it’s 
making a very hard job a little 
less difficult.

Powell’s message that the 
central bank can’t relax and will 
do what it takes to control 
inflation is right. Before his job is 
done, that commitment might be 
tested more severely than 
anyone would like.

It’s still too soon to relax on inflation
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Swearing-in ceremony

Labour union rally

Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Zambry Abdul Kadir walks past Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim (right) 
during the swearing-in ceremony of the newly appointed cabinet ministers at the National Palace 
in Kuala Lumpur, yesterday. (AFP)

South Korean workers from the country’s biggest labour union march during a rally in support of the 
ongoing strike by truckers near the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, yesterday. (REUTERS)
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S Korea’s ex-national security 
chief arrested over border killing
AFP — SEOUL 

South Korea yesterday arrested 
a former national security chief 
on suspicion of covering up 
events surrounding the 2020 
murder of a fisheries official by 
Pyongyang.

President Yoon Suk-yeol is 
expanding an inquiry into the 
highly politicised case following 
accusations that his prede-
cessor mishandled the probe to 
curry favour with North Korea.

Suh Hoon is the first top 
official from the presidential 
office of former leader Moon 
Jae-in to be arrested over the 
case.

He is accused of ordering 
that intelligence reports be 
destroyed to conceal the killing 
of fisheries official Lee Dae-jun, 
who died near the sea border 
separating North and South 
Korea.

The former top security 
official also faces allegations 
that he manipulated evidence 
to support the Moon govern-
ment’s controversial claim that 
the late fisheries official had 
sought to defect to the North.

Judge Kim Jeong-min of the 
Seoul Central District Court 
issued an arrest warrant for Suh 
yesterday, citing “the seri-
ousness of the crime, the status 

of the suspect, and a risk of 
destroying evidence”.

In October ex-defence min-
ister Suh Wook and former 
coast guard chief Kim Hong-
hee were also arrested over the 
same case.

President Yoon has been 
sharply critical of his predeces-
sor’s dovish approach towards 
North Korea, accusing Moon of 
appeasing Pyongyang.

Yoon’s People Power Party 
yesterday accused Suh of 
“failing to protect” and 
“neglecting” the late fisheries 
official while security chief.

But the country’s opposition 
has long claimed the investi-
gation is “political revenge” 
against Moon’s administration.

Yesterday they said Suh’s 
arrest was “hard to understand” 
and they would “defend the 

truth and justice” against Yoon’s 
“political retaliation”.

Fisheries official Lee was 
shot dead and set on fire by 
North Korean soldiers near the 
rivals’ sea border.

Moon’s government at the 
time said an initial probe by the 
coast guard suggested Lee had 
tried to defect to the North, 
citing family problems and 
debts from gambling.

But Lee’s brother has 
repeatedly slammed that idea, 
saying Lee would never have 
chosen a life in North Korea.

Yoon has also reopened 
inquiries into another explosive 
murder case in which two 
North Korean fishermen who 
confessed to killing 16 crew-
mates at sea were deported 
back to Pyongyang in 2019.

Rights groups have said the 
transfer of the suspects back to 
the North was a violation of 
international law because of the 
likelihood of the men being tor-
tured or worse.

As president, Moon cham-
pioned engagement with 
Pyongyang, meeting North 
Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un and 
then-US president Donald 
Trump for talks.

But his diplomacy ulti-
mately failed, with the North 
now more belligerent than ever.

He is accused 
of ordering that 
intelligence reports be 
destroyed to conceal 
the killing of fisheries 
official Lee Dae-jun, 
who died near the 
sea border separating 
North and South Korea.

Magnitude 6.1 quake hits Indonesia’s West Java
REUTERS — JAKARTA 

A quake of 6.1 magnitude hit 
Indonesia’s West Java area 
yesterday, the country’s 
geophysics agency BMKG said, 
sending people running out of 
buildings.

The quake has no tsunami 

potential, the agency said. It was 
felt in capital Jakarta, around 
200km from the epicentre.

One person was injured and 
four houses were damaged in 
the town of Garut, said Abdul 
Muhari, spokesperson for Indo-
nesia’s disaster mitigation 
agency (BNPB).

Some residents of other 
towns and cities in West Java 
said on social media they felt 
the quake strongly. A Reuters 
witness in Bandung, the capital 
of West Java province, said 
guests of a hotel ran out of the 
building but had since returned 
inside.

Beijing, Shenzhen loosen more curbs as China fine-tunes policy
REUTERS — SHANGHAI 

Beijing residents yesterday 
cheered the removal of 
COVID-19 testing booths while 
Shenzhen said it would no longer 
require commuters to present 
test results to travel, as an easing 
of China’s virus curbs gathered 
pace.

Although daily cases are near 
all-time highs, some cities are 
taking steps to loosen COVID-19 
testing requirements and quar-
antine rules as China looks to 
make its zero-COVID policy 
more targeted amid a sharp eco-
nomic slowdown and public 
frustration that has boiled over 
into unrest.

The southern city of 
Shenzhen announced it would 
no longer require people to show 
a negative COVID-19 test result 
to use public transport or enter 
parks, following similar moves 
by Chengdu and Tianjin.

Many testing booths in 
Beijing have been shut, as the 
capital stops demanding neg-
ative test results as a condition 
to enter places such as super-
markets and prepares to do so 
for subways from Monday. Many 
other venues, including offices, 

still require testing.
A video showing workers in 

Beijing removing a testing booth 
by crane onto a truck went viral 
on Chinese social media on 
Friday. “This should have been 
taken away earlier!,” said one 
commentator. “Banished to 
history,” said another.

Reuters could not immedi-
ately verify the authenticity of 
the footage. At some of the 
remaining booths, however, res-
idents grumbled about hour-long 

queues for the tests due to the 
closures.

Three years after COVID-19 
emerged in central China, the 
nation has been a global outlier 
with a zero-tolerance approach 
of lockdowns and frequent 
testing. The authorities say the 
measures are needed to save 
lives and avoid overwhelming 
China’s healthcare system.

China began tweaking its 
approach last month, urging 
localities to become more 

targeted. Initial reactions, 
however, were marked with 
confusion and even tighter lock-
downs as cities scrambled to 
keep a lid on rising cases.

Then a deadly apartment fire 
last month in the far western city 
of Urumqi sparked dozens of 
protests against COVID-19 curbs 
in over 20 cities in a wave 
unprecedented in mainland 
China since President Xi Jinping 
took power in 2012.

Authorities detained several 
people who participated in the 
protests and police in cities such 
as Shanghai have been checking 
commuters’ phones for apps or 
virtual private network software 
that protesters used to commu-
nicate, according to protesters 
and social media posts.

Yesterday, police kept a 
heavy presence around Liang-
maqiao junction in east Beijing, 
as authorities sought to put off 
any potential follow-up to last 
weekend’s unrest.

A similarly large police 
presence could be seen on streets 
close to Shanghai’s Wulumuqi 
Road, which is named after 
Urumqi and was the site of a vigil 
for the victims of the fire that 
turned into protests last 

weekend.
China is set to further 

announce a nationwide easing 
of testing requirements as well 
as allowing positive cases and 
close contacts to isolate at home 
under certain conditions, people 
familiar with the matter told 
Reuters this week.

Xi, during a meeting with 
European Union officials in 
Beijing on Thursday, blamed the 
mass protests on youth frus-
trated by years of the pandemic, 
but said the now-dominant 
Omicron variant of the virus 
paved the way for fewer restric-
tions, EU officials said.

Officials have only recently 
begun to downplay the dangers 
of Omicron, a significant change 
in messaging in a country where 
fear of COVID-19 has run deep.

On Friday, some Beijing 
neighbourhoods posted guide-
lines on social media on how 
positive cases can quarantine at 
home, a landmark move that 
marks a break from official 
guidance to send such people to 
central quarantine.

Still, the relief has also been 
accompanied by concerns, espe-
cially from people who feel more 
exposed to the disease.

People wait in a long queue to be tested for COVID-19 coronavirus 
at a nucleic acid testing site in Beijing yesterday. (AFP)

Australia’s PM 
says he’s not in 
group of MPs 
to visit Taiwan
REUTERS — SYDNEY 

Australia’s Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said 
yestrday he would not be part 
of a group of federal politicians 
set to travel to Taiwan for a 
reported five-day visit aimed 
at conveying Australia’s wish 
to maintain peace in the Indo-
Pacific.

The group, which includes 
Australia’s governing Labor 
Party and opposition Liberal-
National coalition MPs, will fly 
to Taiwan today and is the first 
delegation of its type to visit 
there since 2019, The Aus-
tralian newspaper reported 
yesterday.

Albanese yesterday 
described the trip as a “back-
bench” visit to Taiwan, not a 
government-led one.

“There remains a bipar-
tisan position when it comes 
to China and when it comes to 
support for the status quo on 
Taiwan,” Albanese told 
reporters in the town of 
Renmark, in South Australia 
state.

Asked about the travelling 
politicians’ intentions, 
Albanese said: “I have no idea, 
I’m not going, you should ask 
them”.

The group includes former 
leader of the National Party 
Barnaby Joyce, a spokesperson 
for Joyce confirmed to Reuters 
yesterday. 

Two Labor MPs are also 
said to be going.

The group will reportedly 
meet with Taiwan President 
Tsai Ing-wen and Foreign Min-
ister Joseph Wu, with the visit 
having support from Taiwan’s 
foreign ministry.

The trip - reportedly kept 
secret to stop Chinese dip-
lomats in Canberra lobbying 
for its cancellation - is said 
also to include meetings on 
security, trade, agriculture and 
indigenous affairs.

The visit to Taiwan comes 
as Australia’s recently elected 
Labor government has moved 
to repair its strained diplo-
matic relations with China.

Indian state will proceed ‘no 
matter what’ with protest-hit 
Adani port, says Minister
REUTERS — KOZHIKODE 

India’s Kerala state will 
proceed “no matter what” with 
a $900m port project and is 
open to deploying federal 
police if needed to protect it 
from protesters blocking 
construction, a government 
minister told Reuters yesterday.

The local fishing com-
munity, led by Catholic priests, 
has blocked construction of 
Vizhinjam port by Adani Group 
for almost four months, 
erecting a makeshift shelter at 
the port’s entrance. The pro-
testers say the huge project 
causes coastal erosion that has 
undermined their livelihoods, 
calling for a complete halt on 
the construction.

Adani Group, led by Asia’s 
richest man Gautam Adani, and 
the Kerala government, which 
is shouldering two-thirds of the 
project cost with the federal 
government, have denied such 
accusations. Clashes between 
police and protesters last 
weekend injured more than 
100 people, including 64 police.

Although the protesters 
have refused to budge, Kerala’s 
minister of ports, Ahammed 
Devarkovil, said the gov-
ernment of the southern state 
was hopeful of resolving the 
deadlock but there was no 
chance it would halt 
construction.

“We want to complete the 
port project no matter what. No 
compromise can be made on 
that,” he said in an interview. 
“Because these are civilians 
protesting, the government’s 
position is to take this forward 
without inflicting any harm” on 
protesters.

Asked for comment on 
Devarkovil’s remarks, a protest 
leader, Fredy Solomon, said 
protests would continue as 
“houses and livelihoods of 
thousands of fishermen are at 
stake.” Adani Group did not 
immediately respond to an 
email request for comment. 
The conglomerate has 
repeatedly urged a state court 
to authorise having the federal 
police guard the project so 
work may resume, saying local 
p o l i c e  w e r e  “ m u t e 
spectators”.

Minister Devarkovil said 
Kerala remains open to the idea 
of deploying the federal Central 
Reserve Police Force.

Adani wants to complete 
the first phase of construction 
by December 2024, but Devar-
kovil said his government was 
hopeful of getting the first 
vessel to the port by September 
next year, even as construction 
continues. It wants to make up 
for lost time by deploying 
workers to work extra hours 
and putting more industrial 
equipment to use.

Philippines’ largest prison holds mass burial for 70 inmates
AFP — MANILA 

The bodies of 70 inmates from 
the Philippines’ largest prison 
were laid to rest Friday in a 
mass burial, weeks after their 
decomposing remains were 
discovered in a Manila funeral 
home.

They were among 176 
corpses found by police during 
an investigation into the death 
of an inmate, who was accused 
of being involved in the killing 

of a journalist in early October.
Most of the deaths were due 

to “natural causes”, said Cecilia 
Villanueva, the Bureau of Cor-
rections’ acting director for 
health and welfare services.

Among them was a Jap-
anese national.

Villanueva said 127 of the 
140 bodies buried so far were 
badly decomposed and could 
not be autopsied again.

The bodies began piling up 
in the funeral home in 

December 2021 after their fam-
ilies — most of them poor — did 
not claim them.

Villanueva blamed “con-
straints” for the failure of cor-
rections staff to ensure the 
inmates were given timely 
burials. Bodies are normally 
held at the accredited funeral 
home for three months to give 
relatives time to retrieve them.

Friday’s mass burial was the 
biggest ever by the Bureau of 
Corrections, Villanueva told 

reporters.
Minimum security inmates 

carried the 70 plywood coffins 
to their final resting place -- 
cheap concrete tombs in a cem-
etery inside the prison complex.

Villanueva said an average 
of one to two prisoners died 
every day inside New Bilibid 
Prison, where about 29,000 
inmates are held in a facility 
designed for 6,435.

There were only five 
doctors to treat the prisoners.



The EU is trying to mount the ambitious 
€106.7m mission — aimed at training 15,000 
Ukrainian soldiers — on top of significant 
weapons deliveries to Ukraine and billions of 
euros to bolster Kiev’s finances.
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Ukrainian troops begin EU training as bloc expands military role
BLOOMBERG — KIEV

Ukrainian men and women 
practiced mine-sweeping in one 
of the first military exercises 
offered by the European Union’s 
new training mission for the 
country’s armed forces, part of 
a shift by the bloc to undertake 
more defense initiatives since 
Russia launched its war on its 
borders.

In fields near a small town 
of Brzeg, in southwestern 
Poland, a group of soldiers have 
been receiving instructions for 
more than a week on de-mining 
techniques and how to defuse 
booby traps from international 
military trainers, including 
Canadian sappers. They are part 
of the first contingent of 1,100 
troops being trained in different 
locations across the continent.

“I’m very humbled by this 
encounter, very humbled and 
happy to be with Ukrainian sol-
diers who are being trained 
here to defend their soil from 
Russian aggression,” Josep 
Borrell, the EU’s foreign policy 
chief told reporters during a 
visit to the base. 

“This mission is an unprec-
edented mission from many 
points of view — it’s pushing the 
boundaries of European Union 
military cooperation.” 

Since Russia invaded 
Ukraine on February 24, the EU 
has made one of its boldest 

forays into active military 
support — a big step for a bloc 
forged to ensure the bloody 
conflicts of the Second World 
War would never take place on 
the continent again.

The EU is trying to mount 
the ambitious €106.7m ($112m) 
mission — aimed at training 
15,000 Ukrainian soldiers — on 
top of significant weapons 
deliveries to Ukraine, economy-
crushing sanctions on Russia 
and billions of euros to bolster 
Kiev’s finances.

The training mission, which 
will also take place in Germany, 
will for the first time be con-
ducted outside the country and 
on EU soil, despite the bloc’s 
treaty stating that military assets 
for its common security and 
defence policy be used outside 
the EU and not within it. 

And, in another first, the EU 
is using taxpayer money to 
refund member states for the 
weapons they send Ukraine 
through its European Peace 
Facility.

That contrasts with the last 
time Russia invaded Ukraine 
and annexed Crimea in 2014 

when the EU primarily imposed 
sanctions in response. 

And while North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization states have 
offered billions of dollars in 
weapons, training and other 
support individually, the mil-
itary alliance as an organization 
has held back from offering any 
lethal support — in contrast 
with the EU’s measures — to 
avoid escalating the conflict.

The moves amount to what 
many see as a “transformational 
shift” for the EU, said Steven 
Blockmans, director of research 
at the Center for European 
Policy Studies, a Brussels-based 
think tank.

“The eternal peace project 
is now involved in reimbursing 
member states or using EU 
structures for the lethal aid 
they’re sending to Ukraine,” 
Blockmans said, adding that in 
contrast to Nato, it’s not seen as 
escalatory because “Russia has 
simply not taken the EU seri-
ously as a military actor.” 

Various training efforts for 
Ukrainian soldiers have already 
been under way, including by 
the US and the UK. The UK has 

been joined by countries 
including Canada and Sweden 
to offer thousands of Ukrainian 
soldiers basic training over the 
coming months.

The Netherlands and 
Germany have also jointly 
trained Ukrainian soldiers on 
use of the Panzerhaubitze 2000 
self-propelled howitzers.

The EU’s  mi l i tary 
assistance mission for Ukraine 
is led by Vice-Admiral Herve 
B l e j e a n  a n d  w i l l 

provide individual, collective 
and specialized training for up 
to 15,000 troops. Despite 
initial pushback from Poland, 
the training for around one 
third of the soldiers will also 
be conducted in Germany.

Under the European Peace 
Facility, member states have 
already agreed to finance as 
much as €3.1bn in weapons 
deliveries for Ukraine. That’s 
more than half of the overall 
roughly €6bn budget, which 

is also used to support other 
countries. 

Separately, the EU also 
agreed earlier this year to 
establish by 2025 a 5,000-strong 
force of soldiers that can deploy 
swiftly for crises. Despite the EU’s 
steps, it’s unclear how much 
impact these efforts will have on 
the war in Ukraine. While they 
may not be game-changers, the 
efforts are slowly and gradually 
helping build a European defense 
union, Blockmans said.

Service members with the Ukrainian Army’s 24th Mechanized Brigade of King Danylo fire an artillery 
piece, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, near Bakhmut in Ukraine, yesterday. (REUTERS)

People attend a protest in support of teachers fighting for higher wages, in Budapest, Hungary, 
yesterday. (REUTERS)

Students rally in Budapest protesting 
against teachers’ dismissals
REUTERS — BUDAPEST

Thousands of teachers, students 
and parents protested in the 
Hungarian capital yesterday in 
solidarity with teachers fired 
from top Budapest secondary 
schools for taking strike action 
that the government deemed 
unlawful.

Teachers have called for 
civil disobedience to demand 
higher wages, a solution to a 
deepening shortage of teachers, 
and the right to strike. After a 
nationwide teachers’ strike in 
January 2022, the government 
of Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
restricted strike action.

Several teachers from three 
leading Budapest secondary 
schools were dismissed by an 
order from the Interior Ministry 

on Wednesday for joining dem-
onstrations and not holding 
classes. Students held up 
banners “Hands off our 
teachers,” and “Shame on 
Orban” at the rally in Budapest 
while some students organised 
a week-long 24-hour vigil at 
the Interior Ministry, which has 
responsibility for education.

“This is just psychological 
warfare... but we are not in a 
war, I am a teacher,” said Maria 
Nemes, a 50-year-old English 
teacher, who was dismissed 
with immediate effect this week 
from Karinthy Frigyes High 
School. After almost 20 years 
of teaching she earns around 
€600 a month.

Orban faces a mounting 
challenge as inflation is running 
above 20 percent while his 

government is still locked in talks 
with the European Union over 
funding frozen amid a rule-of-
law dispute. The government has 
said it would raise teachers’ 
wages once the European Com-
mission disburses EU recovery 
funding, with pay hikes coming 
over a period of 3 years.

The Interior Ministry told 
state news agency MTI that the 
teachers who had been fired 
had committed a serious breach 
of their obligations as public 
servants, and the move served 
the interests of students.

“These teachers have been 
selected randomly, you cannot 
see the logic really why those 
eight teachers... this is a means 
of intimidation,” said Anna 
Strbka, one of the students 
holding the vigil at the ministry. 

British Museum in 'talks'  
on Parthenon Sculptures
AP — LONDON

The British Museum has 
pledged not to dismantle its 
collection, following a report 
that the institution’s chairman 
has held secret talks with 
Greece’s Prime Minister over 
the return of the Parthenon 
Sculptures, also known as the 
Elgin Marbles.

The report by the Greek 
newspaper Ta Nea is the latest 
twist in the long-running 
dispute over ownership of the 
ancient sculptures, which orig-
inally stood on the Acropolis in 
Athens and have been a center-
piece of the British Museum’s 
collection since 1816.

Ta Nea reported yesterday 
that negotiations between 
museum Chairman George 
Osborne and Greece Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
have been taking place since 
November 2021 and are at an 
advanced stage.

While the museum didn’t 
deny that talks have taken 
place, a spokesman refused to 
discuss the specifics of the Ta 
Nea story. The museum said it 
was prepared to “talk to 
anyone, including the Greek 
government’’ about a new Par-
thenon “partnership’’.

“As the chair of trustees 
said last month, we operate 
within the law and we’re not 
going to dismantle our great 
collection as it tells a unique 
story of our common 
humanity,’’ the museum said 
in a statement yesterday. 

“But we are seeking new 
positive, long-term partner-
ships with countries and com-
munities around the world, and 
that of course includes Greece.”  
The Greece government offered 

no comment on the report.
In July, Jonathan Williams, 

the British Museum’s deputy 
director, said the institution 
wanted to “change the temper-
ature of the debate” around the 
marbles. “What we are calling 
for is an active ‘Parthenon part-
nership’ with our friends and 
colleagues in Greece,’’ he told 
the Sunday Times. 

On its website, the museum 
says it is willing to consider 
loaning the sculptures to Greece, 
but that successive Greek gov-
ernment’s have refused to 
acknowledge the museum’s 
ownership. There are no current 
negotiations about the issue, the 
museum says.

The issue is complicated by 
an act of Parliament that pro-
hibits the museum from selling, 
giving away or otherwise dis-
posing of any items in its col-
lection unless they are dupli-
cates or not needed for study.

The marbles are remnants 
of a 160-meter-long (520-foot) 
frieze that ran around the outer 
walls of the Parthenon Temple 
on the Acropolis, dedicated to 
Athena. Much was lost in a 
17th-century bombardment, 
and about half the remaining 
works were removed in the 
early 19th century by a British 
diplomat, Lord Elgin. They 
ended up in the British 
Museum, which has repeatedly 
rebuffed Greek demands for 
their return.

The Parthenon was built 
between 447-432 B.C. and is 
considered the crowning work 
of classical architecture. The 
frieze depicted a procession in 
honor of Athena. Some small 
bits of it — and other Parthenon 
sculptures — are in other 
European museums.

Drawing attention
People look at a statue of a small child with a gas mask on sitting on a ledge of the Mansion House 
building, placed overnight by French street artist James Colomina to draw attention to the fragility 
of our planet. in London, Britain, yesterday. (REUTERS)

Estonia to acquire US rocket 
artillery system in $200m deal
AP — HELSINKI

Nato member and Russia’s 
neighbour Estonia is boosting 
its defense capabilities by 
acquiring an advanced US 
rocket artillery system in the 
Baltic country’s largest arms 
procurement project ever, 
defense officials said yesterday.

The deal signed on Friday 
for the High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System is worth more 
than $200m and includes 
equipment such as ammunition 
and rockets, as well as training.

The package includes 
HIMARS rockets with ranges of 
70-300km. Lockheed Martin 
Corp is expected to make the first 
deliveries in 2024. Local media 
outlets said the purchase con-
sists of six HIMARS.

“The HIMARS multiple 

rocket launchers are a new 
important step in the devel-
opment of Estonia’s defense 
capabilities,” Lt. Col. Kaarel 
Mäesalu, head of the capability 
development department at the 
Estonian Defense Forces said. 

Estonia’s Baltic neighbours 
Latvia and Lithuania either have 
or are currently in the process of 
acquiring their own HIMARS.

Washington has provided 
Ukraine with the rocket 
launchers during Russia’s 
invasion of the country. The 
Estonian Defense Ministry said 
the HIMARS systems “have 
helped to destroy Russian mil-
itary ammunition warehouses, 
transport nodes, and command 
and control centers with pin-
point accuracy beyond the 
range of the howitzers Ukraine 
has been using.” 

US whistleblower 
Snowden gets a 
Russian passport

REUTERS — MOSCOW

Former US intelligence 
contractor Edward Snowden, 
who exposed the scale of 
secret surveillance by the 
National Security Agency 
(NSA), has sworn an oath of 
allegiance to Russia and 
received a Russian passport, 
TASS reported on Friday.

“Yes, he got [a passport], 
he took the oath,” Anatoly 
Kucherena, Snowden’s lawyer, 
told state news agency TASS.  
“This is still a criminal inves-
tigative matter,” White House 
spokesman John Kirby said, 
referring any questions about 
the report on Snowden to the 
US Department of Justice, 
which declined to comment.

President Vladimir Putin 
in September granted Russian 
citizenship to Snowden, who 
fled the United States after 
leaking secret files that 
revealed the extensive eaves-
dropping activities of the 
United States and its allies.

“I’m in Russia because the 
White House intentionally 
canceled my passport to trap 
me here. They downed the 
President of Bolivia’s diplo-
matic aircraft to prevent me 
from leaving, and continue to 
interfere with my freedom of 
movement to this day,” 
Snowden, 39, said on Twitter 
on Friday, referring to events 
from 2013.

Ukraine detains 
8 over Banksy 
mural theft
AFP — KIEV

Ukraine has detained eight 
people over the theft from a 
wall in the Kiev suburbs of a 
mural painted by elusive 
British street artist Banksy, the 
authorities said.

The stencil image of a 
person in a nightgown and gas 
mask holding a fire extin-
guisher next to the charred 
remains of a window in the 
town of Gostomel went 
missing on Friday, they said.

“A group of people tried to 
steal a Banksy mural. They cut 
out the work from the wall of 
a house destroyed by the Rus-
sians,” Kiev governor Oleksiy 
Kuleba said in a post on Tel-
egram late on Friday.

He attached the image of 
a gaping hole in the wall where 
the image once stood.

“Several people were 
detained on the spot,” he said. 
“The image is in good con-
dition and in the hands of the 
authorities.” Other works in 
the area thought also to be the 
work of Banksy are under 
police protection, he said.
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US unveils high-tech B-21 
strategic stealth bomber
AFP — WASHINGTON 

The United States on Friday 
unveiled the B-21 Raider, a 
high-tech stealth bomber that 
can carry nuclear and conven-
tional weapons and is designed 
to be able to fly without a crew 
on board.

The slickly choreographed 
ceremony at B-21 manufacturer 
Northrop Grumman’s facility in 
Palmdale, California opened with 
the US national anthem as older 
bombers roared over a crowd 
that included top US officials.

Dramatic music played 
and lights flashed as the doors 
of a hanger holding the new 
aircraft slowly opened, and 
the crowd applauded as the 
cloth covering it was pulled 
away to reveal a sleek grey 
bomber that is on track to cost 
nearly $700m per plane.

“The B-21 Raider is the first 
strategic bomber in more than 
three decades. It is a testament 
to America’s enduring advan-
tages in ingenuity and inno-
vation,” US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said in remarks at 

the ceremony.  Many specifics 
of the aircraft are being kept 
under wraps, but the plane will 
offer significant advances over 
existing bombers in the US fleet, 
which Austin highlighted in his 
remarks. 

He hailed its range — “no 
other long-range bomber can 
match its efficiency” — and its 
durability, saying it is “designed 
to be the most maintainable 
bomber ever built.” Like the 
F-22 and F-35 warplanes, the 
B-21 features stealth tech-
nology, which minimizes an air-
craft’s signature through both its 
shape and the materials it is con-
structed from, making it harder 
for adversaries to detect.

“Fifty years of advances in 
low-observable technology 
have gone into this aircraft,” 
Austin said. “Even the most 

sophisticated air defense 
systems will struggle to detect 
the B-21 in the sky.” 

The plane is also built with 
an “open system architecture,” 
which allows for the incorpo-
ration of “new weapons that 
haven’t even been invented 
yet,” he said.

Amy Nelson, a fellow at the 
Brookings Institution think 
tank, said: “The B-21 is much 
fancier than its predecessors — 
truly modern. Not only is it 
dual-capable (unlike the B-2), 
which means it can launch 
nuclear or conventionally armed 
missiles, it can launch long- and 
short-range missiles.”

Not mentioned during the 
ceremony was the plane’s 
potential for uncrewed flight. The 
first flight by a B-21 — “the 
backbone of our future bomber 
force” — is expected to take place 
next year, and the Air Force plans 
to buy at least 100 of the aircraft, 
US Air Force spokesperson Ann 
Stefanek said  The bomber will 
be a key part of the US “nuclear 
triad,” which consists of 
weapons that can be launched 
from the land, air and sea.

The “Raider” portion of the 
aircraft’s name honors the 1942 
US bomber raid on Tokyo led 
by then-lieutenant colonel 
James Doolittle — the first 
American strike on Japan’s 
homeland following the sur-
prise attack on Pearl Harbor the 
previous year.

The B-21 Raider, a new high-tech stealth bomber developed for 
the US Air Force, is seen in an undated photograph in Palmdale, 
California, US. (REUTERS)

Britain’s Prince William, Prince of Wales, and Catherine, Princess of Wales, arrive for the 2022 
Earthshot Prize ceremony at the MGM Music Hall in Boston, Massachusetts on Friday. (AFP)

Prince William awards Earthshot 
prizes as US visit wraps up
AFP — BOSTON

Prince William honoured 
climate change innovators 
during a star-studded 
ceremony in Boston on Friday 
at the culmination of a US trip.

Britain’s heir to the throne 
rewarded five entrepreneurs 
with £1m each ($1.2m) as part of 
his Earthshot Prize initiative to 
support efforts to save the planet 
from warming temperatures.

Actor Rami Malek and ex-
footballer David Beckham pre-
sented awards.

British naturalist and tele-
vision presenter David Atten-
borough and actress Cate Blan-
chett were among the judges.

Winners included a female-
founded start-up providing 
cleaner-burning stoves to 
women in Kenya and a British 
company that crafts biode-
gradable packaging from 

marine plants. “I believe that 
the Earthshot solutions you 
have seen this evening prove 
we can overcome our planet’s 
greatest challenges. And by 
supporting and scaling them we 
can change our future,” William 
told the audience.

The ceremony, now in its 
second year, came at the end of 
his and wife Kate’s first visit to 
the US in eight years. The cou-
ple’s three-day trip to Boston 
focused on the environment, as 
they discussed rising sea levels 
with local officials and toured a 
laboratory specializing in green 
technologies. William briefly met 
President Joe Biden on Friday.

The Earthshot Prize, 
launched in October 2020, was 
inspired by US president John F. 
Kennedy’s “Moonshot” project 
in the 1960s to put a man on the 
moon.  Mukuru Clean Stoves of 
Kenya won the Clean our Air 

category for its biomass stoves 
made from charcoal, wood, and 
sugarcane that burn 70 percent 
less pollution than traditional 
stoves and cost just $10.

London-based Notpla 
scooped the Build a Waste-Free 
World prize for its packaging 
products made of seaweed.

The Protect and Restore 
Nature award went to Indian 
firm Kheyti whose greenhouses 
protect small-hold farmers’ 
crops from unpredictable 
weather and destructive pests.

The Queensland Indigenous 
Women Rangers Network won 
the Revive our Oceans category 
for training more than 60 women 
in techniques to preserve Aus-
tralia’s Great Barrier Reef.

The Fix our Climate award 
went to Oman-based 44.01, which 
removes cardon dioxide from the 
atmosphere by turning it into peri-
dotite rock stored underground.

Democrats shake up 2024 presidential primary calendar
AFP — WASHINGTON

Democrats voted on Friday to 
shake up their presidential 
primaries calendar in 2024 to 
give greater sway to African 
Americans in choosing the 
party’s White House candidate.

The surprise move came 
one day after President Joe 
Biden, who has said he plans 
another White House run in 
2024, suggested changes to the 
Democratic Party’s presidential 
nominating calendar.

The eyes of the world have 
traditionally been focused every 
four years on rural, 

overwhelmingly white Iowa 
and tiny New Hampshire as the 
kickoff states for the 
monthslong process of selecting 
presidential candidates.

Biden, in a letter to the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee’s rules and bylaws com-
mittee, proposed that the first 
Democratic primary of 2024 be 
held in South Carolina, which 
has a large Black population.

The committee, in a voice 
vote, approved the move on 
Friday with only the members 
from Iowa and New Hampshire 
opposing the change. The new 
calendar will be put to a vote of 

the full DNC in February 2023.
Biden’s victory in the Dem-

ocratic presidential primary 
in South Carolina in 2020 
helped revive his flagging can-
didacy and propelled the 
former vice president to the 
nomination and eventually the 
White House.

In his letter, Biden said, 
“You cannot be the Democratic 
nominee and win a general 
election unless you have over-
whelming support from voters 
of color — and that includes 
Black, Brown and Asian 
American & Pacific Islander 
voters.

“For decades, Black voters 
in particular have been the 
backbone of the Democratic 
Party but have been pushed to 
the back of the early primary 
process,” he said.

“It is time to stop taking 
these voters for granted, and 
time to give them a louder and 
earlier vote in the process.” 

The new primary calendar 
calls for the first contest to be 
held in South Carolina on Feb-
ruary 3, followed by Nevada 
and New Hampshire on Feb-
ruary 6, Georgia on February 13 
and Michigan on February 27.

Biden’s proposed changes 

received a chilly reception from 
Democratic leadership in Iowa 
and New Hampshire.

“Small rural states like Iowa 
must have a voice in our pres-
idential nominating process,” 
Iowa Democratic Party chair 
Ross Wilburn said. 

Giving greater early primary 
influence to African American 
voters could also provide a 
potential boost to Vice President 
Kamala Harris, who is Black, if 
Biden steps aside and she runs 
for the White House.

The Republican Party still 
plans to hold its first 2024 nom-
inating contest in Iowa.

10,000 troops deployed in San Salvador
Troops stand in an alley in the suburb of Soyapango, after El Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele 
announced the deployment of 10,000 security forces to the troubled area which for years has been 
considered a stronghold of the violent Mara Salvatrucha and Barrio 18 gangs, in San Salvador, El 
Salvador, yesterday. (REUTERS)

Hawaii volcano sprays fountains 
of lava in spectacular eruption
AFP — LOS ANGELES

Fountains of lava and rivers of 
molten rock were spewing from 
the world’s biggest volcano on 
Friday, as the first eruption there 
in almost four decades showed 
no signs of abating.

Two fissures on Mauna Loa 
were venting huge volumes of 
viscous rock and gases from 
deep within the Earth, in a 
thunderous display of the 
power of nature.

Vulcanologists said they 
were watching lava flows 
heading towards a highway on 
Hawaii’s largest island, though 
they still believe the eruption, 
which began on Sunday, posed 
no immediate threat to humans.

“The Northeast Rift Zone 
eruption of Mauna Loa con-
tinues, with two active fissures 
feeding lava flows downslope,” 
the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) said.

“Fissure 3 remains the dom-
inant source of the largest lava 
flow. The fissure 3 lava flows are 
traveling to the north toward the 
Daniel K Inouye Highway 
(Saddle Road) but have reached 
relatively flatter ground and 
have slowed down significantly 
as expected.” The molten rock 
was travelling at around 130 feet 
per hour and was still a few miles 
from the road.

“Advance rates may be 
highly variable over the coming 
days and weeks due to the way 
lava is emplaced on flat 
ground,” the USGS said.

“At the rate observed over 
the past 24 hours, the earliest 
the lava flow might be expected 

to reach the Daniel K. Inouye 
Highway (Saddle Road) is one 
week.” But, the agency warned, 
volcanoes can be unpredictable 
and these calculations could 
change. The other fissure still 
producing lava is sending it 
northeast, while plumes of vol-
canic gas were lofting high into 
the air and Pele’s Hair was 
falling to earth.

Pele’s Hair is fine strands of 
volcanic glass formed when 
lava skeins cool quickly in the 
air. The strands can be very 
sharp and pose potential 
danger to skin and eyes.

Scientists say their seismic 
monitoring equipment was 
detecting a large number of 
earthquakes around the two 
active fissures. “This indicates 
that magma is still being sup-
plied, and activity is likely to 
continue as long as we see this 
signal,” the USGS said.

Pressure has been building 
at Mauna Loa for years, but it 
has not erupted since 1984. 
Fountains of lava as high as 
200 feet have been observed 
this week, lighting up the night 
sky in a spectacle that could be 
seen from Kona, a town 45 
miles away.

The largest volcano on 
Earth by volume, Mauna Loa, 
whose name means “Long 
Mountain,” is larger than the 
rest of the Hawaiian islands 
combined. The volcano’s sub-
marine flanks stretch for miles 
to an ocean floor that is in turn 
depressed by Mauna Loa’s great 
mass — making its summit 
some 11 miles above its base, 
according to the USGS.

Ecuador seeks to 

protect unique 

Galapagos birds 

from H5N1 virus
AFP — QUITO

Ecuador has put in place a plan 
to try and protect its unique 
wild bird species on the Gala-
pagos islands from the H5N1 
virus also rampaging through 
Europe and North America.

The bird flu virus reached 
South America via migratory 
wild birds in recent weeks, 
impacting mainly Peru, where 
thousands of pelicans and other 
seabirds have died, and 
Ecuador, which has ordered the 
culling of 180,000 farm birds.

The director of the Gala-
pagos National Park, Danny 
Rueda, said in a statement that 
“permanent monitoring has 
been arranged in areas with 
the most seabirds,” including 
all tourism hotspots.

The Galapagos is a bird-
watchers paradise for the scores 
of unique and colorful birds 
found on the archipelago, such 
as the blue-footed booby with 
its quirky mating rituals, and 
endemic penguin, cormorant 
and albatross species.

English naturalist Charles 
Darwin developed his theory 
of evolution after studying 
finches and mockingbirds on 
the Galapagos islands in 1835.

On Wednesday, Ecuador 
declared a 90-day animal 
health emergency after 
detecting the highly contagious 
bird flu on some farms, and 
ordered the slaughter of 
180,000 poultry at affected 
sites.  In Peru, authorities have 
culled at least 37,000 chickens 
to try and control an outbreak, 
which has killed more than 
14,000 seabirds.

Mpox no longer to be health emergency in US from Feb 1
REUTERS — WASHINGTON

Mpox is expected to no longer 
be considered a public health 
emergency in the United States 
from February 1, 2023, the US 
health department said.

The months-long decla-
ration was meant to tackle the 
largest-ever outbreak of cases 
in the country. The move signals 
that the crisis has come under 
control and would no longer 
require an emergency status 

meant to shore up funding and 
tools to fight the disease.

“Given the low number of 
cases, HHS does not expect that 
it needs to renew the emer-
gency declaration when it ends 
on January 31, 2023,” US Health 
Secretary Xavier Becerra said.

“But we won’t take our foot 
off the gas — we will continue to 
monitor the case trends closely 
and encourage all at-risk indi-
viduals to get a free vaccine.”

President Joe Biden’s 

administration declared mpox 
a public health emergency in 
August after the country 
recorded over 6,000 cases and 
as the government came under 
pressure for its handling of the 
outbreak. Cases have been in 
decline since mid-August in 
the country, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention said last month.

The World Health Organi-
zation recently named the virus 
mpox to replace the older term 

monkeypox, citing concerns of 
stigma and racism associated 
with it. WHO had said in 
November that the disease con-
tinues to represent a global 
health emergency, but also 
acknowledged progress made 
in the global response to the 
outbreak. 

The disease, which is 
endemic in parts of Africa, 
began spreading in Europe 
earlier this year before moving 
to the United States.


