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Undying respect for 
you, Amir of humanity

T he news of the death of His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al 
Sabah descended like a thunderbolt 

on the peoples of the region and the rest of 
the world. There is no objection to Allah’s 
judgement and destiny, but his departure 
as an Arab hero created a kind of confusion 
and shock for many of his fans around the 
globe.

His Highness was not only a leader of 
Kuwait but for the Arab and Islamic world 
and a global figure. He was a peace-loving 
leader having distinctive international stance 
on a number of issues. He strove to support 
international organisations and bodies con-
cerned with humanitarian work thus was a 
pioneer in good deeds.

Thanks to his insightful vision and states-
manship, he was able to preserve the status 
and role of the sisterly State of Kuwait amidst 
the most complex global issues, the latest of 
which was the pressure his country faced 
pushing it towards normalisation with the 
Zionist entity occupying Palestine.

In the State of Qatar, we will not forget 
his brave and genuine stance confronting 
the unjust blockade imposed on us by three 
Gulf states, with which we are bound by 
brotherhood, neighbourliness and joint work 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

The shuttle trips he made on the second 
day of the siege and during the blessed month 
of Ramadan, are one of many attempts he 
made to find a solution to the crisis and heal 
the rift and disagreement. It was not easy for 
him to see the GCC — that he built with his 
brother Gulf leaders — collapsing before his 
eyes, despite the great hopes that people held 
for its establishment.

He was a peace-loving Amir, therefore, 
he was always keen to stress the importance 
of the cohesion of the GCC countries and 
worked to strengthen ties between them and 
to preserve the unity of the council as the last 
Arab union that could be relied upon in the 
region. This came in his last speech to the 
Kuwaiti National Assembly.

The State of Kuwait enjoyed peace and 
stability during his reign, at the time the region 
witnessed many crises, some of them still con-
tinuing. However, Sheikh Sabah, due to his 
long experience and political skills, overcame 
all these crises in a spirit of serenity and 
success.

We miss you, the Amir of humanity and 
your soul rest in His spacious gardens, Allah 
willing. Your long history will be a witness to 
you, not against you, Allah willing. There is 
no fear for Kuwait as there are leaders who 
will continue the journey, and H H Sheikh 
Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah is the best 
successor to the best predecessor, and we are 
confident that His Highness will continue the 
march to achieve the aspirations of the people 
of Kuwait and the entire region. May Allah 
protect Kuwait and its people from all harms 
and make it an oasis of security and 
peace.
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Sheikh Sabah was inspiring, 
exceptional leader: Cabinet
QNA — DOHA

The Cabinet, in its regular meeting, mourned the death of 
H H Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah and said 
that he was the voice of wisdom, a symbol of values and 
principles, advocate of dialogue, and was an inspiring and 
exceptional leader.

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, H E Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani chaired the meeting that 
was held at the Amiri Diwan yesterday.

Minister of Justice and Acting Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs, H E Dr. Issa bin Saad Al Jafali Al Nuaimi said H H 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah was an inspiring 
and an exceptional leader who worked hard and sincerely 
for the sake of the elevation of his country and the 
advancement of his people, and exerted effort, thought and 
wisdom in the service of peace, stability and solidarity in the 
region and the promotion and development of joint Gulf 
action. 

He defended with strength and faith the issues of the Arab 
and Islamic nations and the issues of humanity as a whole, 
so he deserved the highest levels of respect and appreciation 
and this high position inside and outside his country.

The Cabinet expressed its sincere condolences to the hon-
ourable ruling family and to the government and brotherly 
people of Kuwait, asking God Almighty to have mercy and 
forgiveness for the deceased, and for the state of Kuwait 
further security, stability, development, prosperity and 
progress under the leadership of H H the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah.

The Cabinet was briefed by H E Minister of Public Health 
on the latest developments in efforts to curb coronavirus. 
The Cabinet affirmed the continuation of work with the pre-
cautionary measures taken to combat the pandemic. �P2

Amir attends funeral prayer of Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad

QNA — KUWAIT

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani participated 
yesterday in the funeral prayer 
for late Kuwait Amir H H Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al 
Sabah at Bilal bin Rabah 
Mosque. 

H H Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, Personal Represent-
ative of H H the Amir also par-
ticipated in the prayer. 

Also participating in the 
prayer were Their Excellencies 
Sheikhs, ministers and  members 
of the official delegation accom-
panying H H the Amir. 

H H the Amir also offered 
condolences to Amir of the 
State of Kuwait H H Sheikh 
Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al 
Sabah on the death of H H 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah. 

The Amir also offered 

condolences to Their Excellencies 
members of the ruling family, and 
ranking officials, praying to Allah 
to have mercy on the soul of the 
deceased and to rest it in peace in 
paradise.

H H Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, Personal Represent-
ative of H H the Amir, also 
offered his condolences. 

Earlier, H H the Amir arrived 
in the State of Kuwait to attend 
the funeral prayer of the late H 
H Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah, which was held 
last afternoon. 

H H the Amir was welcomed 
upon arrival at Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport by Adviser in the 
Amiri Diwan H E Sheikh 
Mohammed Al Khalid Hamad Al 
Sabah, Ambassador of the State of 
Qatar to the State of Kuwait H E 
Bandar bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, 
and the Qatari Embassy staff. 

H H the Amir left the State of 
Kuwait after offering condo-
lences on the death of H H 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber 
Al Sabah. 

The Amir was seen off upon 
departure at the airport by 
Adviser at the Amiri Diwan H E 
Sheikh Mohammed Al Khaled Al 
Hamad Al Sabah, Ambassador of 
Qatar and staff of the Qatari 
Embassy. 

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani attending the funeral prayer for the 
late Amir of Kuwait H H Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah at Bilal bin 
Rabah Mosque in Kuwait City, yesterday.

Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad
takes oath as Kuwait Amir
QNA — KUWAIT

Amir H H Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah took oath before the 
National Assembly yesterday to become 
the 16th Amir of the State of Kuwait, 
succeeding H H Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad 
Al Jaber Al Sabah, who passed away on 
Tuesday, pursuant to Article 60 of the 
Kuwaiti Constitution.

“I swear by Almighty Allah to respect 
the Constitution and the laws of the State, 
to defend the liberties, interests and 
properties of the people and to safeguard 
the independence and territorial integrity 
of the country,” His Highness the Amir 
of Kuwait said.

The Kuwaiti Amiri Diwan mourned 
yesterday the passing of H H the late Amir 
of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah, expressing condolences 
and commiserations to the people of 
Kuwait, Arab and Islamic regions and the 
world. H H Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah was born on June 25, 1937, 
in Kuwait City. He is the sixth son of the 
10th Ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah, who ruled Kuwait from 
1921 to 1950.

The National Assembly pledged alle-
giance to H H Sheikh Nawaf as Crown 
Prince on February 20, 2006. On October 
16, 2003, he was nominated as First 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior. H H assumed the position of 
Deputy Chief of the National Guard on 
October 16, 1994. Upon the formation of 
the first Kuwaiti government after the 
1991 liberation war, Sheikh Nawaf Al 
Ahmad was named as the Minister of 
Social Affairs and Labor, and before that, 
he served as Kuwait’s Defence Minister 
in 1988. �P2     see also page 9

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani also 

offered condolences to Amir of the State of Kuwait  

H H Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah on the 

death of H H Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, 

praying to Allah to have mercy on the soul  

of the deceased and to rest it in peace in paradise. 

Schools begin marking attendance of students
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH  
THE PENINSULA

Schools have started marking 
attendance of students following the 
directive of the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education about discipline 
in classes either in-person or online.

To recall, the Ministry gave two 
weeks grace period from reopening 
of the schools for the academic year 
2020-21 during which the attendance 
was not recorded. According to the 
schools, the attendance of the students 
is being recorded in school database 
regardless of their choice of blended 
learning stream or distance learning.

“To ensure a smooth education 
process for our girl student amid 
COVID-19 pandemic, through one of 
the two streams (blended learning or 
distance learning) and to record the 

attendance of students on the National 
Student Information System (NSIS), 
we would like to inform you that the 
absence of students in both streams 
will be calculated, starting from this 
week,” a government preparatory 
school for girls said in a text message 
sent to the parents yesterday.

“The presence and absence of the 
students following the blended 
learning are being recorded as per 
their presence in the school during 
those days for each section of the 
classroom in which they are required 
to go to school,” it added.

The school said, in the text 
message, that those students who 
follow distance learning are being 
marked absent or presence as per 
their response to solving the 
homework and responding to 
Microsoft-Teams app, the education 

platform of the Ministry. 
The school urged the parents to 

encourage the students to adhere to 
attending the school during school days 
under blended learning and comply to 
the deadlines for solving assignments 
and responding to the online platform, 
the Microsoft-Teams while they are 
taking lessons from home.

Principal of Pakistan International 
School-Qatar (PISQ), Nargis Raza Otho 
has said that school has set up a mech-
anism to record attendance of the stu-
dents accurately especially when they 
are learning from home.

“PISQ created WhatsApp group for 
students of each section of the class sep-
arately. The students are required to 
register their presence in the morning 
on the group while they follow distance 
learning system,” Nargis Raza Otho told 
The Peninsula. �P4
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Constitution.

The Peninsula, geared with an experienced team of individ-
uals from across the globe, was launched with the single 
intention of providing quality local and international con-
tent and reaching the wide untapped English speaking 

expatriate market.
The Peninsula advertising department believed that forming 

and strengthening relationships with clients was the key in build-
ing a platform of sustainability in a market of varied competitors. 
Among many firsts executed by the advertising was specific topic-
based supplements and the first and only classified tabloid. 

Over the last few years close interdepartmental coordination 
especially between the editorial and the advertising has helped us 
cater to the clients every need thus giving them value added bene-
fits. Working as a team, editorial and advertising, have successfully 
managed to tide over unexpected circumstances and achieved 
leadership status among English newspapers in Qatar. 

Our strength has always been a keenness to envision, forecast 
and most importantly adapt to the varied market scenarios that we 
have faced over the last 25 years.  We look forward to continue in 
the same vein by giving our readers high quality news content and 
at the same time providing our partners with a vehicle that will 
ensure their businesses/services flourish and grow with us. 

The Peninsula advertising department: Enhancing bonds with clients

Editor-in-Chief Dr. Khalid Mubarak Al-Shafi 
with the Advertising Department team.
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I 
take this opportunity to congratulate to 
Editor-In-Chief, staff and management of 
The Peninsula on  25th anniversary of the 
newspaper.

The Peninsula has been a very con-
structive media partner to Lulu Hypermarket. 
My personal association with The Peninsula is 
very good as I read the paper daily for business 
and other local stories. The paper also wit-
nessed digital transformation by the time.

The Peninsula is fantastic in covering local 
and business issues. We did a lot of partnership 
programmes with The Peninsula on the issues 
of mutual interests.

The Peninsula made its name in regional 
and international level with intensive coverage 
of Qatar, GCC and the entire region.

The daily is covering with reporters on 
ground to provide accurate information in 
details. 

Lulu Hypermarket 

emerges as one of 

the fast growing 

retail chain

Lulu Hypermarket has emerged as one of 
the fast growing retail chain in Qatar operating 
with 19 stores across the country.

“The commitment of Lulu Hypermarket to 
offer all household needs for all segment of the 
community under one roof built trust among 
customers during past two decades,” said Direc-
tor of Lulu Group International, Dr. Mohamed 
Althaf.

He said that establishing business hub in 24 
countries to import authentic foods and high 
quality products and making contracts with 
local farmers to supply farm fresh agricul-
tural produce are among major steps taken by 
the giant retail chain to attract large number of 
customers. 

“For the last many years Lulu has worked 
closely with the Qatari farms and manufactur-
ers to procure, produce and promote products 
made in Qatar. Over 40 Lulu private label prod-
ucts are now being produced in Qatar, and local 
farm products are given dedicated space in our 
stores,” said Dr. Althaf.

He said that sustainability is in the core of 
Lulu Hypermarkets policy, Lulu has gold stand-
ards in  reducing waste, encouraging reuse and 
reducing carbon footprint

“The leading retailer of the region Lulu 
Hypermarket has started its operations in Qatar 
in the year 2000 with its first venture at Al Saad 

on Al Rayyan Road,” said Dr. Althaf.
He said that Two years later, the Group 

started its expansion with the state-of-the-
art hypermarket on the D-Ring Road and 
currently, with a diverse portfolio of Hypermar-
kets, Supermarkets, Department Stores, Express 
Stores, Shopping Malls and Lulu Webstore, the 
Group has made advancements in the region 
and is operating 14 state-of-the-art stores and a 
Shopping Mall scattered over various strategic 
locations across Qatar with a strength of 4500 
staff.   

“As a responsible retailer, from the begin-
ning they have made it a policy to drive forward 
a truly new retail experience for its valued cus-
tomers by addressing their daily needs under 
one roof. Over the years, Lulu Hypermarkets 
have become synonymous for excellence in 
the fields of retailing, import and distribution 
of fresh/frozen foodstuff and consumer staple 
goods,” said Dr. Althaf.

The Group also has a comprehensive net-
work of Export Distribution Centers and 
Sourcing Offices in 24 countries including USA, 
UKand Spain, to cater to the regular require-
ments of U.S., British and European brands of 
products across all Lulu stores. 

As in the case of other sectors of the econ-
omy, the outburst of the pandemic haspaused 
challenges to the retailers as well globally.  
Lulu’s supply networkworldwide hasalso expe-
rienced the waves of pressure during this 
period. Like Healthcare Workers, retail staff 
were also in the forefront of helping the com-
munity with abundant supply of essential food, 
consumer goods and hygiene products like 
masks and sanitizers.  As a major retailer, Lulu 
had to shoulder the responsibility of safeguard-
ing its staff and customers alike. 

Lulu Hypermarket, from the beginning has 
organized a massive campaign named “Your 
Health is in your Hands” aiming to promote 
awareness on hand hygiene among its cus-
tomers, employees and general public, and 
implemented a series of COVID-19 protocols in 
their stores including social distancing guide-
lines by placing signages at vantage points 
inside the stores, pre-packed supply of vegeta-
bles, fruits, roastery, cheese, meat and bakery, 
display of essential items at multiple locations 
of the store to avoid crowding up, cashless pay-
ment option at checkouts, dedicated checkouts 
for elderly and vulnerable shoppers, enhanced 
e-commerce services such as ‘Express 
Delivery’option for a same-day delivery and 
‘Click and Collect’option for a store pick-up 
service through its online shopping platform.  

They have also imparted awareness to the 
customers on washing the hands, minimal fam-
ily presence at the store while shopping and 

temporary suspension of the best practice of 
reusable bags. Further, they have installed 
protective screens at checkouts in order to safe-
guard both the customers and staff.  Besides, 
they have established pop up stores in 24 hrs. at 
various industrial areas that were in lockdown 
as per the requirement of the Ministry Officials.

Circumventing all odds, proactive measures 
were taken by Lulu Hypermarket to ensure food 
security during the crises by chartering cargo 
flights and deepening the storage of essentials 
and enhanced our e-commerce capability. 

Lulu Hypermarket was the first retailer 
who implemented the practice of continu-
ous thorough cleaning and sanitization of all 
shared surfaces and touch points at hypermar-
kets such as shopping trolley handles, baskets, 
handrails of the travellators and lifts, and wash-
rooms and common areas and constant ‘in and 
out’ thermal scanning procedure for workers 
and fixing of transparent protective shields at 
the checkouts for the protection of  cashiers and 
customers alike. 

The Group has plans to work closely with 
Qatar’s farming community to energize the 
‘Farm to Store’ program by sharing the data 
analytics, in a bid to increase the availabil-
ity and minimize the logistic challenges. They 
are also in the process of co-manufacturing 
in Qatar and will be producing majority of the 
private label in close partnership with the man-
ufacturers in Qatar.  Lulu is also focusing on 
Made in Qatar products by allocating dedicated 
area to promote the same.

Recently, Lulu Hypermarket has joined 
the Ellen MacArthur Foundation as a Net-
work member to facilitate collaboration for 
accelerating its ongoing efforts towards the 
transition to a circular economy.In order 
to accelerate the transition to a circular 

economy, a model that benefits the economy, 
society, and the environment, the Foundation 
works with, and inspires, business, academia, 
policymakers, and institutions to mobilize 
systems solutions at scale, globally.  A circu-
lar economy offers solutions to tackle global 
challenges such a climate change, waste and 
pollution, and biodiversity loss.  

Underpinned by a transition to renewable 
energy, a circular economy designs out waste, 
and pollution, maximizes resource efficiency, 
and promotes the reuse, sharing, repair, 
refurbishment, and recycling of materials.

Lulu is the winner of ‘Sustainability Award 
2019’ organized by the Gulf Organisation for 
Research & Development (GORD), in appre-
ciation of their long-standing and continued 
efforts towards sustainability. They have 
also won the ‘Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity Award’ in the Category: ‘The Best Company 
in the Private Sector’ in the 7th CSR Awards 
ceremony entitled “Social Responsibility 
between Ethical Commitment and Achieving 
Profitability” held in Doha this year.  

Dr. Mohamed Althaf,

Director of Lulu Group International

Congratulations from Lulu Group International 

The Peninsula has been a very 
constructive media partner to 
Lulu Hypermarket. My  
personal association with  
The Peninsula is very good as 
I read the paper daily for 
business and other local 
stories. The paper also  
witnessed digital transfor-
mation by the time. The 
Peninsula is fantastic in  
covering local and business 
issues. We did a lot of  
partnership programmes  
with The Peninsula on the 
issues of mutual interests.  
The Peninsula made its name 
in regional and international 
level with intensive coverage 
of Qatar, GCC and the entire 
region.
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The Archives or the 
library of The 
Peninsula is a treasure 
house of vast infor-

mation segregated, filed and 
stored in myriad sections. It is 
a valuable source for research 
for the newspaper staff and 
sometimes, people from 
outside who are doing 
academic research on certain 
subjects also approach for 
searching through the back 
copies to gather information 
about national and interna-
tional events, which they could 
not find anywhere else.

Setting up an archive for the first time 
is a Herculean task as it has to be devel-
oped from scratch. The Peninsula started 
the work on the archives some four months 
before its launch. The Founder Managing 
Editor Malcolm Ward came to Qatar armed 
with a lot of relevant pictures and other files 
with a several articles and other data from 
different sources. 

As we are talking about 1995-96, it was 
not easy to find relevant documents mate-
rials those days. There was no Internet, no 
electronic news or photo service and eve-
rything had to be sourced manually. A 
few staff members who joined The Penin-
sula months before its birth worked hard to 
search for and store reference material from 
different corners of the world. 

Through their contacts in their native 
countries and by approaching their friends 
in different parts of the world they did a 
wonderful job in gathering several doc-
uments, publications and rare pictures, 
which formed the basis of the current sea of 
material kept in the archives.

As The Peninsula has always been 
tech-savvy, it was quick to adopt the tech-
nological revolution taking place in the late 
90s and early 2000s, which made the work 
flow in every section easier and smooth, 
tremendously cutting down the amount of 

human labour. Latest com-
puters and other devices 
were on hand to make this 
possible and well-trained 
and experienced staff 
made it all faster keeping 
pace with busy schedule of 
the newspaper.

In the initial days, all 
the daily printed editions 
were carefully stored, hard 
bound. Those tons are still 
kept as a treasure even 
today. Then by the begin-
ning of the current century 
came the digitisation 
process and The Penin-

sula digitised all the past editions, which 
was a laborious process stretching to sev-
eral months. The photography section was 
instrumental in completing this process for 
which they worked every day without rest.

With the advancement in informa-
tion technology, electronic files became 
the norm of the day, which made it easier 
to transfer and codify all the editions, pub-
lished and non-published stories, pictures 
and more. This also helped in saving a lot of 
physical space as the electronic files occu-
pied very limited space compared to the 
hard copies. 

Now, the use of paper is a rarity, every-
thing is done at the click of a button, making 
the process of archiving and retrieving con-
tent with less dependent on human labour.

As in any other section, The Peninsula 
had employed specially qualified people, 
such as experts in library science in its 
archives. These professionals stored and 
kept thousands and thousands of doc-
uments and pictures providing enough 
research and background material for 
the daily reference needs of the report-
ers and other writers. When it comes 
to research on any subject under the 
sun and may be beyond The Peninsula 
archives is something which we can bet 
our trust on.
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I came to Qatar in 
September 1999 with 
a keen interest to find 
a job and join my 

father and brother living 
here.

It was not easy to find 
a suitable photography 
job at that time, but I was 
determined to find a job 
of my choice. In October 
of the same year, I got a 
job as a photographer 
with Al Sharq Newspaper 
to fill a leave vacancy.  

I kept searching for a 
better placement, and in 
February 2000, I learned about an open-
ing in the photography department of The 
Peninsula newspaper. 

I met the then Managing Editor of The 
Peninsula, George Abraham. I expressed my 
passion for working for a newspaper, with 
my experience and learning in film direc-
tion. I submitted some of my photography 
work done in the UAE, India and Qatar to 
add more value to my application. 

The next day, I was called to meet the 
news editor Almeida. He assigned me to 
cover some events, and since that day, I have 
been part of The Peninsula family.  

At that time we were only two in the 
photography department. Qassim Rahma-
tullah, the chief photographer, is the best 
team captain and always supports me in 
difficult times. 

We used film cameras and had to go to a 
colour lab to process the pictures and rush 
back to the newspaper to meet tight dead-
lines. 

I have had the privilege to work with 
many experienced journalists like Mobin 
Pandit (Late), Moiz Mannan, Babu Mather, 
who helped mould my photojournalism 
skills.

My job has also enabled me to cover 

many UN and other Inter-
national Conferences, major 
sports and athletics events like 
Asian Games, AFC, FIFA Club 
World Cup, Qatar Open Tennis, 
Tour of Qatar, and MotoGP. 

I have met many world 
leaders like former UN Secre-
taries-General Kofi Annan, Ban 
Ki-moon, Dr. Mahathir Moha-
mad, late Colonel  Muammar 
Gaddafi, Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
and José Manuel Barroso. 

I am proud to be a part 
of many exclusive reports 
The Peninsula brought to the 
readers in the print edition 

and online. The Peninsula never follows 
speculations and rumours, but the news is 
gathered from the most reliable sources. 
We want to be, and we are always, a cred-
ible source of information for citizens and 
residents. 

We have a solid vision of the present and 
future. Thanks to our founders, Chairman 
Dr. Khalid bin Thani Al Thani, CEO Abdul 
Latif Al Mahmoud, and all other Senior 
Management and all our Editors-in-Chief 
since the beginning till date, especially 
Abdul Aziz Al Mahmoud.

The present Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Kha-
lid bin Mubarak Al-Shafi, is a wise and 
visionary person and always very keen to 
introduce new methods for cost-effectively 
developing the newspaper. 

I join my colleagues with unbridled joy 
in celebrating the 25th anniversary (Silver 
Jubilee) of The Peninsula, and I wish the 
newspaper many more successful years 
ahead. 

We have achieved all these through 
teamwork and will continue to experience 
further heights as a team. No matter how 
many of us will be here in the coming years, 
the torch will be passed on. 

Congratulations! 

Team work pays off

Salim Matramkot,

Senior Photojournalist.

Sinnathambi Ramasamy

Head of Archive Department

C V Rappai 

Chief Executive 
Officer & Director, 
Video Home & 
Electronic Centre, 
Jumbo Electronics.

W
orking for 
The 
Peninsula 
has been a 
rewarding 

and deeply enriching expe-
rience for me as a journalist. 
I have grown here not only 
as a journalist but also per-
sonally, under the lead-
ership of Editor-in-Chief, Dr. 
Khalid bin Mubarak Al-
Shafi. When I joined The 
Peninsula in December, 
2014, there was no separate 
section for business news. 
Business reporters were part 
of the local news section and 
they used to also cover local 
news along with business. 
Clearly, the focus on 
business news was missing. 
Taking note of this, Dr. 
Khalid bin Mubarak Al-Shafi 
separated business news 
section from the local news 
section and set up a separate 
bureau of business news. 
This move brought a pos-
itive effect on the quality of 
news reporting. 

The focus on business 
news and events increased 

in the newspaper and 
reporters got a chance to 
specialise on financial news. 
Driven by the reader-centric 
approach, The Peninsula has 
become favourite source for 
business and financial news 
not for just local readers but 
also for people in other parts 
of the globe. The newspaper 
presents complex business 
news in simplistic manner 
so that even a layman can 
understand business news. 
The business section of the 
newspaper covers all the 

important sectors of the 
economy. It is playing a 
crucial role in promoting 
local entrepreneurs and 
government policies. It gives 
priority to local business 
leaders and businessmen. 
Whether it is stock market, 
real estate, banking or infra-
structure industry, the 
newspaper covers all the 
sectors of the economy.  The 
business news section has 
adopted innovative 
approach in news presen-
tation. The complex devel-
opments in the world of 
business and finance are 
presented with the use of 
graphics and pictures, 
making it reading news a 
enjoyable and enriching 
experience. 

The business news 
section has earned the trust 
of readers and businessmen 
in the country. Whenever, 
industry leaders and cor-
porate in Qatar have to 
make big announcement, 
they prefer The Peninsula to 
publish their news.

New heights in business journalism

Sachin Kumar

Head of Business Section

When I joined 
The Peninsula, 
I was 25 years 
old. I was 

picked as a young man with 
a lot of ambitions and one 
of them being a photog-
rapher. I wanted to be a 
part of a newspaper 
because reading news 
every day is what I did 
when I was young. I got to 
work with senior staffers at 
The Peninsula like Mobin 
Pandit and Moiz Mannan 
who taught me the nuances 
of report making. 

Among my first assign-
ments, I got to cover the US 
invasion of Iraq in 2003. I 

went to conferences that  
were attended by world 
leaders. I have covered 

sports events, local gath-
erings and have been to 
official assignments. 
Photo journalism is in my 
blood. The Peninsula has 
given me everything I 
have learned. I have 
worked for only one 
newspaper. It’s a big 
honour. I have always 
wanted to do good. 

When I started as a 
photographer, there were 

no digital cameras. I was 
the first one to use a 
digital camera when The 
Peninsula got those mag-
nificent gadgets. We have 

been using digital cameras 
ever since.

The newspaper shaped my career

Abdul Basit

Photojournalist

Archives:  A treasure 
trove of information

Congratulations for the 
remarkable achievements

We take this 
opportunity to 
felicitate and convey 

our hearty congratulations and 
wishes to The Peninsula 
newspaper on this auspicious 
occasion of celebrating the 25th 
anniversary.

We have been very closely 
associated with The Peninsula 
all these years and the 
newspaper is playing a vital role 
in the passage of the growth of 
our organisation. 

We have been closely 
associated with The Peninsula 
on several occasions during 
these years especially in their 
subscription campaign and The 
Peninusla’s annual promotion 

being a joint sponsor. 
The Peninsula is the first 

newspaper who initiated annual 
promotion by coordinating 
and cooperating with various 
commercial outlets and 
activities in Qatar which was 
really an encouragement in the 
trade and business activities in 
the Qatar market.

Also, on this occasion we 
may mention the contributions 
of The Peninsula’s in all 
sectors in the country are quite 
remarkable. 

We wish them continued 
growth prospects in the coming 
years too. We once again extend 
our continued cooperation and 
support to The Peninsula.
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Marketing work is 
considered one of 
the most successful 
options for any 

organisation that places 
expansion on development as 
a priority. Here at The 
Peninsula newspaper, we 
found what helps us create 
opportunities and ideas that 
we can move through. As The 
Peninsula today has become a 
brand that everyone knows 
and depends on in his future 
choices. The reports that the 
newspaper makes from time 
to time remove the confusion 
about some of the ambiguities 
in making business decisions 
and their appropriate 
times. We cannot work in iso-
lation from the newspaper's 
editorial, for it is the loco-
motive through which we 
move. The Peninsula, today, 
has a great reputation among 
the community, so it is easy 
for us to market with all its 
methods and ideas. We try, in 
light of the circumstances in 
which the world is going 
through, to preserve the 
position it has gained among 
its readers and followers. We 
affirm that we will work to 
strengthen the relationship 
between The Peninsula 

newspaper and its audience in 
everything that would establish 
the first position that the news-
paper enjoys in Qatar. To be 
considered as part of The 
Peninsula it is a great honour 
and a privilege for me as I am 
delighted with the guidance of 
our truly outstanding Editor-
in-Chief Dr. Khalid Al-Shafi 
whose leadership and vision 
steered me since the day one. 
The Peninsula has received 
many compliments and words 
of praise from our clients and 
readers. We have attracted  
many new clients and are also 
retaining big number of 
existing loyal clients, readers 
and subscribers. The Peninsula 

helped with it widespread 
exposure, like being popular 
among community. Being a 
marketing executive for the 
newspaper you'll need to know 
how to create awareness and 
develop the brand you're 
working with, communicate 
with your target audiences/
readers, build and develop a 
good client's relationship. Con-
sistency is the key for whatever 
you start, give your clients 
something to look forward to. 

This shows an under-
standing as a whole as well as 
the opportunity at hand. Now-
adays, you need to do embrace 
online means to work due to the 
pandemic situation all over the 
world. We professionally con-
tinue offering the services and 
products we provide such as 
newspaper subscription as our 
daily brings the latest news 
from Qatar and all over the 
world with in-depth infor-
mation. The Pen Junior, is a 
very informative and colourful 
magazine dedicated to children. 
We feature regular advertise-
ments in different special sup-
plements. We as a team put our 
clients at the centre of every-
thing we do and continue to 
assure the best content and fea-
tures to our readers and clients. 

Marketing  plays important roleWitnessing rapid development 

I have to say that during my nine years working with 
The Peninsula newspaper, it has seen rapid devel-
opment especially in the last six years, as it has tran-
scended into another level in all aspects like edi-

torial quality, news coverage and especially its digital 
presence. 

The Peninsula website today is number one digital 
platform for readers inside country and beyond its bor-
ders thanks to enormous efforts of its team.

Certainly, a strong and successful organisation always 
needs a strong team which is a major factor in our suc-
cessive successes as we work together like a family and 
a team under the leadership of our Editor-in-Chief Dr. 
Khalid Al-Shafi and have made the newspaper one of the 
most prominent dailies in Qatar and even in the Arab Gulf 
region.

I personally have the honour to be a member of this 
family and our prestigious organisation.

Ahmed Eltigani Idris

Public Relations Manager  

Love Lee Laine Garcia

Marketing Executive  

The very first and only local picture 
carried by The Peninsula on March 
9, 1996 on page 2. The picture shows 
a Cultural and Social Centre for 
the Handicapped celebrating in 
cooperation with the Umar bin Khatab 
Health Centre the 'Day of Handicapped' 
entertainment programmes and 
various competitions. Today, around 
sixty percent of The Peninsula 
newspaper’s coverage revolves around 
local events, activities, development 
issues with a good portion of local 
photographs on each page of home 
section.
Over last 25 years, photography 
technology has also evolved giving 
additional edge to the print media to 
better present newsworthy events with 
photo journalism.

T
he extraordinary journey of 
Video home & Electronic 
Centre, Jumbo electronics 
began in 1980 at Musherib, 
the heart of Doha at that time. 

Over the last 4 decades, Qatar has grown 
into a modern vibrant nation and the 
world has undergone many changes, but 
our commitment to Qatar market has 
been unwavering. We have strived to 
serve the people of Qatar since our 
inception with better products and 
services that delight our consumers. We 
are glad to announce our 40 years of 
uninterrupted business in Qatar.    

We took our first steps in establish-
ing our Jumbo retail across the country 
which is now 14 stores strong network. 
We are also a proud premium retail part-
ner for Ooredoo the country’s largest 
telecom operator. With opening up of 
economy, country witnessed the advent 
of hypermarkets and many independent 
retailers. Jumbo diversified its opera-
tions from retail to distribution in order 
to cater to the needs of these hypers and 
retailers alike, today we are proud to 
say that we are one of the leading sup-
pliers of consumer electronics to these 
channel partners. 

As the country began its modern-
ization and development of critical 
infrastructure, Jumbo forayed into 
the MEP and B2B business which now 

caters to diverse customers across wide 
spectrum of clients from real estate and 
hospitality and large private companies 
to the top government organizations 
involved in the infrastructure devel-
opment of the country. All major big 

names in the above sectors are our cus-
tomers currently.  In MEP space Jumbo 
is closely working with brands such as 
Bosch, Siemens, Cisco, Interel & Beldon. 
Today, Jumbo conducts its business under 
5 major verticals of Retail, Distribution, 
B2B, MEP and Service, making it a total 
solution provider in state of Qatar 

Jumbo has been instrumental in 
introducing many international and 
world class brands such as LG, Aris-
ton, Indesit, Harman Kardon, JBL, 
Brother, Kenwood, Blueair, Nutribul-
let in the country to name a select few. 
Together with its extensive network of 
retail stores and service centers spread 
across Qatar, Jumbo is a trusted name 
in the industry for our principals, ven-
dors and consumers.

In its quest to provide products at the 
best quality at competitive prices Jumbo 
launched its in house private label brand 

“Oscar” in 2012. Today Oscar is a leading 
brand in the local market sold across all 
major hyper stores and is synonymous 

with smart consumer electronics prod-
ucts, air conditioners as well as large 
and small home appliances. Jumbo’s 
team monitors the quality of the Oscar 
products which are made at state-of-
the-art factories. 

Jumbo has chalked out ambitious 
plans for a bright future and is work-
ing towards increasing its reach and 
go beyond the shores of Qatar. It plans 
to take the business to new heights by 
expanding its operations in entire Mid-
dle East & Gulf region. A first step in this 
direction will be the setting up of our 
Oman operations in 2020.

In 2020 we revamped our loyalty 
program “Mukafa” under which earning 
and redeeming points has become sim-
pler and more rewarding. Customers get 
an advance notification of Jumbo’s spe-
cial promotions and premium product 
launches. Priority delivery, discount on 
service and spare parts are other added 
features of the program. 

After sales service has been the key 

differentiator for Jumbo electronics, we 
operate a 2500 sq  mtr master serv-
ice center at Industrial  area which is  
augmented with 3 more satellite service 
centers in Qatar to ensure prompt and 
quality service.  As part of its philosophy 
Jumbo has always kept customers first 
and has been constantly working to con-
tribute towards betterment of services. 
This commitment has been praised by 
many brands and Jumbo has won many 
accolades for providing best after sales 
service in entire Middle East and gulf 
region. Even during the recent difficult 
time of pandemic Jumbo demonstrated 
highest standards of service by ensur-
ing proper supplies in adherence with 
protocols to provide peace of mind to 
its customers. 

Jumbo has partnered with the coun-
try’s leading logistic provider GWC 
by taking up 12000 CBM of space to 
strengthen its warehousing and dis-
tribution capabilities. This association 
ensures that the products are delivered 
in time and in the best condition.

Jumbo delights consumers for 4 decades

As the country began its modernization 
and development of critical infrastructure, 
Jumbo forayed into the MEP and B2B busi-
ness which now caters to diverse custom-
ers across wide spectrum of clients from 
real estate and hospitality and large private 
companies to the top government organiza-
tions involved in the infrastructure develop-
ment of the country. All major big names in 
the above sectors are our customers cur-
rently. 

Jumbo has been  
instrumental in  
introducing many 
international and 
world class brands 
such as LG, Ariston, 
Indesit, Harman Kar-
don, JBL, Brother, 
Kenwood, Blueair, 
and Nutribullet, to 
name a select few. 
Together with its 
extensive network 
of retail stores and 
service centers 
spread across Qatar, 
Jumbo is a trusted 
name in the industry.
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AFC ELECTION Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar has been re-elected unopposed for a second 
four-year term as President of the Asian Football Confederation (AFC).
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Loss of balance

In search of a limb
An animal research centre in northern China has appealed

to the world for help to fashion an artificial leg for a panda that lost
a limb in a fight, local media reported yesterday. 

In December, a resident of Dajiangou village in Shaanxi province
stumbled upon a group of pandas fighting, the Beijing News said. 

One seriously injured panda, a two- or three-year-old female that
rescuers named "Niu Niu" (girl), was taken to an animal rescue cen-
tre and saved, but lost two-thirds of its front left leg. 

"Niu Niu's spirits have lifted, the wound has healed and her appetite
has basically recovered. But without her left paw, her loss of balance
has directly affected her love life," the paper said. 

"The rescue centre's staff suddenly had a bold idea. If they could
give Niu Niu an artificial limb, not only would that solve her walking
and foraging for food, it would also enable her to mate." 

Staff were appealing to the world's experts for suggestions and hoped
to receive a plan for a "meticulously scientific" fake limb as soon as pos-
sible, the paper said. China goes to great lengths to protect the giant
panda, which is regarded a national treasure and found only in nature
reserves in the country's Sichuan, Gansu and Shaanxi provinces. 

REUTERS
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Human Rights
The United Nations Human Rights
Commission has chosen Qatar as
the venue of a key training centre
for the southern West Asian region.

South Asia 9

Bangladesh
Bangladesh security forces have
detained Tareque Rahman, the son
of former Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. 

Business 1 7

Banking
Masraf Al Rayan is planning to
expand throughout the MidEast in
the next three years, and is eyeing
Asia for international expansion.

The new US commander
in Iraq,  General David Petraeus, said
yesterday reinforcements pouring
into  Baghdad have a long task ahead
of them and warned there is no  mili-
tary solution to the conflict. 

The general also said that Iraqi lead-
ers would eventually have  to sit
down and talk with some of the vio-
lent factions tearing the  country
apart.

Braving the sectarian terror, thou-
sands of Shiite pilgrims were  stream-
ing to Karbala to join about 2.5 mil-
lion devotees already in  the holy city
for the sombre religious ceremony of
Arbaeen on  Friday. 

At his first news conference since
taking charge of US-led  forces in
Iraq, Petraeus said he shared Iraqis'
"horror and sorrow"  when he heard
of a suicide attack on Tuesday that
killed at least  117 Shi’ite pilgrims. 

He said "thugs with no souls" were
carrying out atrocities to  derail Op-
eration Fardh Al Qanoon (Imposing
Law), launched with  90,000 Iraqi
and US troops last month in a bid to
quell sectarian  violence in the Bagh-
dad region. 

The US military is implementing a
"surge" of more than 21,500  extra
troops into Baghdad and neighbour-
ing Anbar province in support  of the
plan.

But the general cautioned against
expecting too much from the  military
and warned the security plan would
take months to  complete. 

"There is no military solution to a
problem like that in Iraq,"  the gener-
al told massed ranks of reporters in
Baghdad's fortified  Green Zone.
"Military action is necessary to help
improve  security... but it is not suffi-
cient."

Political talks involving all groups,

including militants  opposed to
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's gov-
ernment, "will  determine in the long
run the success of this effort," he said. 

Petraeus said one of five additional
army brigades was already  in place,
another was partially deployed and
the rest-along with  two extra battal-
ions of marines-would be in country
by June. 

Asked about reports that his second
in command, General Raymond
Odiernom, believed that the extra
troops would be needed until early
2008, Petraeus said the timeframe
had yet to be decided. 

"I think you generally think that if
you're going to achieve the  kind of ef-
fects that we probably need, I would
think it would need  to be sustained
certainly some time well beyond the
summer," he  said. 

US troops, he said, will work with
Iraqi comrades to enable "the  Iraqi
people to control the demons respon-
sible for the vicious  sectarian vio-
lence of the past year-demons that
tore at the very  fabric of Iraqi socie-
ty." 

"Indeed, our operations will en-
deavour to provide Iraq's  citizens
and leaders with the chance to mend
that fabric." 

Meanwhile, US Democrats directly
challenged President George W Bush
Thursday, with a plan to  withdraw
troops from Iraq by September 2008,
and much sooner if he  cannot
demonstrate progress in the unpopu-
lar war. 

The bill marks a new bid by Democ-
rats, who grabbed control of  Con-
gress last November partly due to
public anger over the war, to  trump
internal divisions and apply a brake
on Bush's plan to surge  21,500 more
troops into battle. 

House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi said the move,  which
includes a timetable for redeployment
resisted by the White  House, would
"hold the Iraqi government account-
able" for progress on  security and po-
litical reconciliation. 

"It calls for the strategic redeploy-
ment of US combat troops  some time
in 2008, only then can we refocus our
military efforts on  Afghanistan,"
Pelosi said, terming the conflict an
"unfinished and  nearly forgotten
war." 

The bill requires Bush to certify
Iraq has made meaningful and  sub-
stantial progress in meeting political,
economic and diplomatic  bench-
marks by July 1, and October 1, this
year.  

Even if those benchmarks are met,
troops must begin immediate  rede-
ployment on March 1 next year and
the withdrawal must be  complete
within 180 days. That timetable
would see troops out of  Iraq by Sep-
tember. 

In the unlikely event that Bush cer-
tified no progress was being  made in
Iraq on July 1, or October 1, the rede-
ployment would have to  begin im-
mediately. 

Pelosi said the bill would get US
troops out of Iraq "safely,  responsibly
and soon," and would be attached to
a request by Bush  request for an ad-
ditional 100 billion dollars to fight the
wars in  Iraq and Afghanistan this
year. 

The bill was the latest bid by De-
mocrats to frame an effective  oppo-
sition to Bush's strategy. The House
has passed a non-binding  resolution
opposing Bush's surge. A similar
move was blocked by  Republicans in
the Senate. 

AGENCIES

No military solution
to Iraq: US general
DEMOCRATS DEMAND WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS BY LATE 2008 

An extended family
trapped in their burning Bronx
house screamed for help in the night,
and one woman tossed children from
a second-floor window to try to save
them, witnesses and authorities said
yesterday. Nine people died.

Eight of the victims were children,
including 7-month-old twins and
boys ages 4 and 9, according to au-
thorities and relatives. A woman in
her 40s also died, and 10 people were
hospitalised.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg warned
the death toll could increase.

Twenty-two members of the ex-
tended family from the west African
nation of Mali lived in the three-story
house, the mayor said. A space
heater or an overloaded power strip
may have started the blaze, the city's
deadliest since the 1990 Happy Land
nightclub fire, not including the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, he said.

Outside the charred house, a few
blocks from Yankee Stadium, neigh-
bors described how a woman had
hurled children from the broken win-
dows amid the blaze.

"All I see is just a big cloud of white
dust and out of nowhere comes the
first baby," said Edward Soto, who
caught the child. He said he caught a
second child moments later as
screams of "Help me! Help me!" were
coming from the house.

Neighbour Elaine Martin said she
saw another woman, shoeless and
in a nightgown, on the street. She
was shivering in the bitter cold and
frantically worrying about her chil-
dren.

"My kids is in there! my kids is in
there!" Martin quoted the woman as
saying.

Among the dead, according to
family members, were Fatoumata
Soumare and her three children: a
son, Dgibril, and 7-month-old
twins, Sisi and Harouma. Their fa-
ther, Mamadou Soumara, was driv-
ing his cab in Manhattan when he
received a frantic phone call from
his wife.

"She said, `We have a fire!' She
screamed," Soumara recalled. "I don't
know what I'm going to do. I love her.
I love my wife."

Soumara rushed to the building in
his cab, arriving to see his children
trapped inside but unable to help.
Five children from another family
perished in the blaze while their fa-
ther was visiting their homeland.

Mousa Magassa, an official of the
New York-based High Council for
Malians Living Abroad, was headed
back to New York after receiving the
grim news that nearly half of his 11
children were dead, said council rep-
resentative Bourema Niambele.

The fire destroyed the basement
and first floor. Fire investigators
were on the scene trying to deter-
mine the cause. The home had two
smoke alarms, but neither had bat-
teries.

AP

A Palestinian unity government is "99 per cent" agreed, but will not be
announced until next week, President Mahmoud Abbas said yesterday after
talks with his political rival, Prime Minister Ismail Haniyah of Hamas. 

After Saudi mediation, Hamas and Abbas's Fatah group agreed a month ago
to forge a coalition cabinet in a bid to halt weeks of bloody factional fighting
that cost more than 90 lives. 

The cabinet line-up is likely to be unveiled only after Abbas has met Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert early next week for talks which Palestinian offi-
cials say might cover extending a ceasefire with Israel from Gaza to the occu-
pied West Bank. 

Olmert plans to ask Abbas to account for $100m in Palestinian tax money
which Israel transferred to him earlier this year, the prime minister's spokes-
woman Miri Eisen said. "We have finished 99 per cent of the issues of (form-
ing) the government of national unity," Abbas told reporters in Gaza. 

REUTERS

Air passengers suspected of
carrying the lethal H5N1 strain of
bird flu might have to undergo blood
tests before being allowed entry into
the Gulf emirate of Dubai, a newspa-
per reported yesterday.

Blood samples could be taken as
part of a medical exam carried out on
travellers with higher than normal
body temperatures upon arriving at
Dubai airport, health officials told
the English-language 7Days.

The officials did not state when the
tests would start but told the paper
they already have the necessary
equipment and are waiting for the go-
ahead from higher authorities.

Under the plan, all 80,000 passen-
gers arriving daily at Dubai airport
would pass through temperature
scanners.

Anyone with a body temperature
more than one degree above the nor-
mal 37 degrees Celsius (98.6 Fahren-
heit) would undergo the medical
exam, health officials said.

The H5N1 strain, the most aggres-
sive form, has killed more than 160
people worldwide, according to the
World Health Organisation, and seen
millions of birds destroyed.

Dubai is one of seven members of
the United Arab Emirates, and it was
not immediately clear if other emi-
rates that have international airports
would introduce similar tests.

H5N1 is an avian influenza subtype
with pandemic potential, since it
might ultimately adapt into a strain
that is contagious among humans.

A team of experts from the World
Organisation for Animal Health
(OIE) arrived earlier this week in the
neighbouring Gulf state of  Kuwait,
where 52 birds have been found in-
fected with the virus. 

AFP

Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert has testified he
launched last year's war against
Hezbollah fighters in Lebanon in line
with a contingency plan he approved
four months before, the Haaretz dai-
ly said yesterday. 

Olmert, under fire for his handling
of the inconclusive 34-day war, told a
judicial inquiry last month that
Hezbollah's capture of two Israeli sol-
diers on July 12 triggered the plans
for a large-scale attack in Lebanon,
the Israeli newspaper said. 

The inquiry, known as the Winograd
Commission, is expected to publish
an interim report this month.
Haaretz did not say how it had
learned the details of Olmert's Febru-
ary 1 testimony. 

Many Israelis view Olmert's deci-

sion to go to war as a knee-jerk reac-
tion by a leader with little security ex-
perience, unlike his predecessor, for-
mer general Ariel Sharon. 

In testimony apparently aimed at
dismissing any notion he acted reck-
lessly, Olmert told the commission he
asked army commanders in March
2006 if a contingency plan for mili-
tary action existed in the event sol-
diers were abducted along the
Lebanon frontier, Haaretz said. 

Presented with options, Olmert
chose what the newspaper described
as a "moderate plan" that included air
strikes accompanied by a limited
ground operation. 

Opposition Likud party lawmaker
Yuval Steinitz, who was chairman of
parliament's Foreign Affairs and De-
fence Committee until mid-May

2006, said the Haaretz report had as-
tounded him. "None of this ever hap-
pened," he told Israel Radio. "There
was no intensive preparation for a
possible imminent war." 

He said Olmert had cut half a billion
shekels ($118m) from the defence
budget two months before the con-
flict, which was not the action of
someone who "believes that in the
next few months they will react to the
next provocation with a war". 

Olmert and Defence Minister Amir
Peretz have seen their popularity
slump since the war, in which 158 Is-
raelis, including 117 soldiers and 41
civilians, were killed and thousands
of Hezbollah rockets were fired into
the Jewish state.  About 1,200 people
were killed in Lebanon, including an
estimated 270 Hezbollah guerrillas. 

Only 3 per cent of Israelis would
vote for Olmert if elections were held
now, according to a poll released by
Israel's Channel 10 television on
Wednesday. Olmert has also been
dogged by political corruption scan-
dals.

In the Lebanon war, Israel failed to
achieve its declared goals of retrieving
the two soldiers taken in a cross-bor-
der raid, and destroying the Iranian-
and Syrian-backed group's rocket ar-
senal and military capacity. 

Haaretz said the United States in-
tervened at the outset of the war to
curb the strength of Israel's response
and Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice told Israel that Lebanese Prime
Minister Fouad Siniora's government
should not be undermined. 

REUTERS

Lebanon war was ‘pre-planned’: Olmert

Unity government 99pc
ready, says Abbas

OFFICIAL MEET: The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani with Eritrean
President Isaias Afewerki in Doha yesterday. During the meeting, there was a review of
bilateral relations and ways of bolstering and promoting them.

New York
house fire
claims eight
children

Dubai plans
bird flu blood
tests at airport

FREE PRACTICE: Italian rider and world champion Valentino Rossi of Yamaha (right) racing with Shinya Nakano of Japan during free
practice at the Losail International Circuit . Bikers will compete tomorrow in the MotoGP season-opener. Rossi produced the fastest time
on the first day of free practice. (AFP)
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Oil drops $2
NEW YORK: Oil fell $2  as
Opec agreed to keep
pumping near full throttle
despite high crude stocks in
the US. Opec President
Edmund Daukoru confirmed
there will be no change to
the group’s 28 million
barrels-per-day production
ceiling. The US government
reported that crude
stockpiles surged to the
highest since May 1999. US
light crude fell $2.03 to
$59.55 a barrel. London
Brent crude traded at
$59.62 per barrel.  — REUTERS
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The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani with Cuban Minister of Foreign Investment and Economic Cooperation
Marta Lomas Morales at the Emiri Diwan yesterday. The minister handed over a letter to the Emir from Cuban President
Fidel Castro inviting the Emir to attend the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit due to be held in the Cuban capital
next September. The meeting was attended by Emiri Diwan Chief H E Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Saud Al Thani. 

DOHA: The National Health Authority
and the Hamad Medical Corporation
have plunged into crises after a group
of 18 Qatari consultants and physi-
cians resigned in favour of running
their own practice, with more threat-
ening to do so. 

The NHA, to overcome the crises,
has called on the Cabinet to reconsider
its year-old decision that bars HMC’s
Qatari doctors from working at private
clinics. Aggrieved Qatari physicians said
they were earlier allowed to work part-
time in private clinics or run their own
medical practice. Last year however, the
HMC decided to invoke Article-7 of Law
No-2 issued in 1983 and Article-140 of
the Corporation that forbids Qatari
physicians at the HMC from taking up
jobs elsewhere, whether paid or unpaid. 

On February 1, such physicians
who worked elsewhere or had their

own private practices, were issued a
notice by the HMC to either opt to
work with it or leave in favour of their
private practice. These doctors were
given February 23 as the deadline by
which to make this choice. Qatari
physicians, enraged by this move,
chose to resign from HMC’s services,
plunging the corporation and the NHA
into crises. Some of these Qatari physi-
cians and consultants were working
with HMC since 27 years.

To counter the crises that might
lead to a shortage of skilled doctors,
Dr Sheikha Ghalia bint Hamad Al
Thani, at a meeting with top NHA and
HMC officials, said, she had written to
the Cabinet, requesting it to reconsider
the year-old decision. 

The decision, she said, emerged
because the state wanted to ensure
that the skills of highly qualified and

experienced Qatari medical practition-
ers were available to all those who
required them and not just to a select
group of people. She said such skilled
Qatari doctors were few and the state
wanted to uphold their interests. If
such doctors gets too busy at a private
clinic or personal practice, they might
not be able to offer their best services
at the HMC and vice-versa, she said.

Dr Latifa Al Houti, Chairperson,
HMC, said healthcare services in
Qatar were of internationally accept-
ed standards and concerned authori-
ties were keen to maintain them at
this superior levels. Hence, the deci-
sion barring the best Qatari brains,
which are few, in working outside,
arose. The meeting was also attended
by Dr Sheikh Khalid bin Jabor Al
Thani, Deputy Chairman, NHA.

— THE PENINSULA

18 top Qatari physicians quit HMC

Russia threatens to veto sanctions

Iran warns US of
harm and pain

VIENNA: Iran warned the
United States yesterday that
it could inflict “harm and
pain” to match whatever
punishment Washington
persuades the UN Security
Council to mete out over
concerns Tehran is secretly
seeking atomic bombs. 

“The United States may
have the power to cause
harm and pain but it is also
susceptible to harm and
pain. So if the United States
wishes to choose that path,
let the ball roll,” Tehran
national security official
Javad Vaeedi said. 

Iran and the United
States, arch-foes since Iran’s
1979 Islamic revolution,
clashed at a meeting of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency’s governing board
called to consider an IAEA
report that says Iran is accel-
erating nuclear research. 

After two-and-a-half
years of US pressure on the
IAEA to refer the matter to
Security Council, the board
removed the last remaining
roadblocks to that step. The
move came after Iran reject-
ed proposals by Western
powers for a compromise
solution.  The report by
IAEA Director-General
Mohamed ElBaradei will be
sent to the UN Security
Council later in the day and
will form part of the basis
for any UN action over
Iran’s nuclear programme. 

Diplomats said the UN

Security Council would
probably start debating Iran
next week and US Under-
secretary of State Nicholas
Burns said it would be Mon-
day or Tuesday. 

The IAEA board decided
a month ago to send Iran’s
nuclear dossier to the coun-
cil, as long as it deferred any
measures until after ElBa-
radei’s findings. 

The council’s first move
is likely to be urging Tehran
to halt sensitive nuclear
fuel research and cooperate
with UN  inspectors, with-
out setting a deadline or
threatening action. 

But Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said
sanctions mooted by Wash-
ington to bring Iran to heel
would not work, a reminder
that Moscow could veto any
punitive crackdown on Iran
as a permanent, big power
member of the council. 

Iran, the world’s No. 4
oil provider, also said it
would review its oil export
policy should the council
tackle its case, which EU
powers said was now
inevitable as Tehran had
flouted demands to prove it
was not secretly seeking
atom bombs. 

Asked about Iran’s warn-
ing, White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said in New
Orleans: “Provocative state-
ments and actions only fur-
ther isolate Iran from the rest
of the world.” 

Iran insists it wants only
nuclear-generated electrici-
ty but hid atomic work from
UN inspectors for 18 years.
Its recent calls for Israel’s
destruction have stoked
alarm in the West. Washing-
ton’s top EU allies, Germany,
France and Britain, struck a
more cautious tone. “This is
not the end of diplomacy,”
the “EU3” told the Vienna-
based IAEA board. 

Any US-led move to
impose sanctions would face
stiff resistance from perma-
nent council powers China
and Russia.  Lavrov, speak-
ing after talks with UN Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan,
also ruled out a military
solution, alluding to US  and
Israeli talk about bombing
Iranian sites as a last resort. 

Vaeedi reiterated that
Iran would press on with
small-scale  enrichment
work despite the IAEA’s calls
to halt this activity.  

At the close of the board
meeting, ElBaradei said the
IAEA would keep up safety
inspections and probes at
Iranian nuclear sites even
after the Security Council
got involved in the dispute.
Vaeedi said Iran remained
open to a negotiated deal,
but added: “In any case, we
will continue to exercise our
(nuclear) research and
development activities
based on our right.” 

— REUTERS 
SEE ALSO PAGE 4 ➤

DOHA: Qatar Airways yesterday made
two landmark announcements: It will
adopt new livery, beginning with its new
fleet of Airbus A-340-600 high gross
weight aircraft and, the national carrier
will also offer exclusive First Class lounge
facilities on board these aircraft, for its
premium passengers.

Beginning this summer, the airline will
introduce redesigned livery on the newest
addition to its rapidly-growing fleet – the
Airbus A340-600 high gross weight (HGW)
aircraft. Qatar Airways is the launch cus-
tomer of the HGW version of the aircraft,
which is capable of flying up to 14 hours
non-stop with a full load of passengers and
cargo. The new A340-600 will also be

equipped with a dedicated First Class
lounge. The lounge features a stand-up bar
with drinks rack and spotlight mood light-
ing. It also features cream leather sofas that
can seat up to six passengers. 

Qatar Airways’ Chief Executive Officer
Akbar Al Baker said, the aircraft, with
these innovations, was taking a “giant
step forward” while entering the next
generation of air travel. He said the carri-
er was operating on one of the most com-
petitive industries of the world, at a time
when passengers are pampered with
wider choice and hence, have become
more demanding. 

— THE PENINSULA
SEE ALSO PAGE 3 ➤

The A-340-600 high gross weight aircraft that will have the redesigned livery.

New livery for Qatar Airways 

DOHA: Chicken specimens
that were sent to one of the
British laboratories for
checkup were tested nega-
tive and free from bird flu,
an official source at the
National Health Authority
(NHA) said yesterday.

The source said that  the
National Health Authority
(NHA) had contracted with
one of the specialised labo-
ratories in the United King-
dom in order to  check
whether the chickens avail-
able in the local market are
free from bird flu out of  the
National Health Authori-
ty’s keenness  on  safety
and health of  the nationals
and expatriates.

The official said that
the NHA will continue to
send other specimens for
further assurance, and
added that Qatar is free
from bird flu.

— QNA
SEE ALSO PAGE 7 ➤

UNITED NATIONS: The world is
ready for a  woman as UN secretary-
general, Kofi Annan said here yester-
day as tens of thousands of women
across  the globe rallied to the fight
against violence and  inequality on
International Women’s Day.

The UN chief made the remarks
shortly before he was scheduled to
meet with Latvian President Vaira
Vike-Freiberga, the only woman
contender for Annan’s position. 

“We do have achievements to cel-
ebrate... There are now 11 women

heads of state or government, in
countries on every continent. And
three countries — Chile, Spain and
Sweden — now have gender parity
in government,” he told the 50th ses-
sion of the Commission on the  Sta-
tus of Women.  

“I think we should see a clear
message in the overwhelming suc-
cess of women in presidential elec-
tions over the past year: the  world is
ready for a woman as secretary gen-
eral of the United  Nations,” said
Annan, who will step down at the

end of December after two five-year
terms.

UN diplomats generally believe
that in line with an informal rotation
system, the next secretary general
should come from Asia, although
the United States maintains that
merit should be the only  criterion
for selection. 

Annan meanwhile also stressed
the need for the UN to do more to
attract talented women to decision-
making posts by stepping up work
with governments, civil society, pro-

fessional associations and  acade-
mia. “Clearly we have far, far more
to do — both in the UN and the
world as a whole” to meet the goal
of gender parity, he said,  deploring
the under-representation of women
at the highest levels of  national
decision-making.

“At current rates of progress, it
will be 2025 before we reach  an
average of 30 per cent women in
parliament, and 2040 before there
is parity,” the UN chief said. 

— AFP 

BRUSSELS: Sudan may con-
sider allowing a UN mission
into the Darfur region once a
political settlement to the
conflict in the area is
reached, Sudanese Vice-Pre-
sident Ali Osman Mohamed
Taha said yesterday.

“If there is a political set-
tlement then by way of pro-
viding guarantees to make
the settlement hold, then
we can look into the role of
the UN,” he said. Western
powers sought to persuade
Sudan to agree to an African
Union force being turned
into a UN mission to stop
killing in the Darfur region. 

AU foreign ministers are
due to decide tomorrow
whether to ask the UN  to
take control of their 7,000-
strong mission monitoring a
shaky ceasefire in Darfur.  

— REUTERS

GAZA: Hamas will hold the
crucial Interior Ministry
portfolio in the new Palestin-
ian government, putting
thousands of security officers
under its control, a Hamas
source said yesterday.

Hamas control over some
of the Palestinian security
forces is likely to cause alarm
in Israel and abroad. The
group is in the middle of
forming a government after
sweeping parliamentary
elections on January 25. 

“Among those sovereign
ministries in the hands of
Hamas will be the Ministry
of the Interior,” the source
said. Israel Radio said the
group planned to name one
of its senior officials in the
Gaza Strip, Saeed Seyam, to
the post. But a Hamas
spokesman, Sami Abu
Zuhri, said no decision had

been finalised on who would
hold the job. 

He said the group was
consulting other factions
including the former ruling
Fatah movement of Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas
about the cabinet makeup.
Tension has risen between
Hamas and Fatah over who
will control the Palestinian
Authority’s overall 60,000
paramilitary police. 

The Interior Ministry
controls the civil police, the
civil emergency service and
the powerful Preventive
Security Agency, which is
dominated by Fatah. There
are some 20,000 security
men in the three services.
Abbas, meanwhile, said the
world should give Hamas a
chance to moderate as it pre-
pares to form a government. 

— REUTERS

BAGHDAD: Gunmen in
police commando uniforms
seized some 50 employees
from a private security firm
yesterday in Baghdad, amid
renewed sectarian tension
and a  destabilising political
stalemate in Iraq. 

Officials said the gun-
men stormed the Al
Rawafed security company
headquarters in the capital
and made  off with all the
employees at gunpoint. 

18 bodies found
The incident came less

than 24 hours after police
found the  bodies of 18 men

crammed into a minibus in a
Sunni district of west Bagh-
dad. They had been shot or
strangled, medics at  Yarmuk
hospital said. Aged between
25 and 25, they wore civilian
clothes that were  soaked in
blood and the faces of sever-
al of them had turned blue,
witnesses reported from the
hospital morgue. 

In other violence, at least
11 Iraqis were killed  and
scores of others wounded in
a series of rebel attacks. The
dead  included four Iraqi
policemen and two soldiers.
The US military announced
that one of its soldiers had

been  killed in a roadside
bomb near Tall Afar.

Parliament impasse
Meanwhile, top Iraqi

leaders and the three-mem-
ber presidential  council
were to meet today to
decide whether to proceed
with the opening of parlia-
ment — nearly three
months after the holding of
general elections. Iraq’s
politicians are locked in a
dispute over whether outgo-
ing Prime Minister Ibrahim
Jaafari should head a new
coalition  government.    

— AFP

World ready for a woman UN chief: Annan

Gunmen raid Iraqi security firm, seize 50 

Hamas to keep Interior
Ministry portfolio

The Peninsula today turns
10.

Since the day Dar Al
Sharq felt the need for a sec-
ond English-language daily
in Qatar and launched this
paper on March 9, 1996,
we have covered a lot of
ground. Over the years we
have not only grown in
stature and won the respect
and loyalty of readers, we
have carved a unique niche
for ourselves. 

For, we have not only
remained true to the highest
standards of the profession,
but raised the bar a few
notches up. Our reporters
have ventured into territory
untrodden by local media to
bring you news that really
matters, our editors have
gone the extra mile to pres-
ent the news in a way to
make its relevance more
immediate and intelligible
to you.

We celebrate our 10th
birthday with a sense of
pride, but we are not
smug. We know we have
many, many miles to go in
this fast changing world
where technology makes
innovation obsolete by the
time it is out. But let’s
assure you, you won’t find
us wanting.

We are 10
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News In Brief
Emir greets Assad
on national day
DOHA: The Emir H H Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
yesterday congratulated
Syrian President Bashar Al
Assad on the occasion of his
country’s national day.  The
Heir Apparent H H Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
sent a cable to the Syrian
president.

NY oil tops $55;
Brent $53.15
NEW YORK: Crude oil futures
flirted with new record highs
on global markets yesterday
after comments by US
President George W. Bush on
the Middle East deemed
aggressive by traders. On the
New York Mercantile
Exchange, the April contract
soared as high as $55.15 a
barrel after the Bush remarks.
The closing price was $54.59
a barrel, up 70 cents from the
prior day and the highest
close since last October. Brent
North Sea crude soared to an
intrday record $53.15 in
London, then settled back at
$52.84, a jump of 75 cents.
Bush warned Syria to leave
Lebanon before the May
parliamentary elections there,
hailing a “thaw” he said was
melting authoritarian rule
throughout the Middle East.

Briton shot dead
in Afghan capital
KABUL: A British man
working with the Afghan
government has been shot
dead in a drive-by attack here
claimed by the ousted Taleban
militia which yesterday vowed
further attacks on foreign and
Afghan forces. Steven
MacQueen, 41, an advisor to
the war-torn country’s
ministry of rural development
and rehabilitation, was killed
by a shot fired from a moving
vehicle while driving near the
United Nations International
Community Association
guesthouse, a landmark in the
city, late on Monday, British
and Afghan officials said. It
was the first fatal attack on a
foreign civilian in Afghanistan.

Bill Clinton to
undergo surgery
NEW YORK: Former president
Bill Clinton will undergo a
low-risk operation this week
to remove scar tissue and
fluid that had built up since
his heart surgery last year, his
doctors said. Doctors at New
York-Presbyterian Hospital,
where Clintonhad quadruple
bypass heart surgery in
September, said theprocedure
was scheduled for tomorrow.
They expected him to spend
three to 10 days in hospital
and make a full recovery.  

— AGENCIES
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The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani and Venezuelan President Hugo Rafael Chavez Frias witness the signing of a mem-
orandum of understanding by First Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister H E Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem bin Jabor Al Thani and
Venezuelan Foreign Minister Dr Ali Rodriguez on setting up a higher joint committee to boost ties between Qatar and Venezuela. The
ceremony, held at Doha Sheraton, was attended by Finance Minister H E Yousef Hussein Kamal, the Emir’s Private Secretary H E
Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Saud Al Thani, the Economic Adviser at the Emiri Diwan H E Dr Ibrahim Al Ibrahim, Qatar’s Ambassador
to Venezuela H E Rashid Mubarak Al Kuwari, Acting director of European and American Affairs Department at the Foreign Ministry
Abdullah Hussein Al Jaber, and Venezuelan officials.  SEE ALSO PAGE 17 ➤

BEIRUT: Chanting “America
out,” some 500,000 swarmed
into the Lebanese capital for a
mass  rally led by the powerful
Shi’ite movement Hezbollah to
counter demands for an end to
Syria’s domination.

“Repeat after me, death to
Israel,” Hezbollah chief Sheikh
Hassan Nasrallah told the mas-
sive crowd which echoed his call
across Riad Solh square at the
heart of the Beirut downtown
area. The crowd estimated wit-
nesses to number nearly
500,000 people, jammed nearby
overpasses and all main roads
leading into the city centre.

Nasrallah warned Washing-
ton, which has been leading
demands for a Syrian pullout,
not to interfere in Lebanon. But
US President George W. Bush
repeated in a Washington
speech his demands. “The time
has come for Syria to fully
implement (UN) Security
Council Resolution 1559,” he
said. “All Syrian military forces
and intelligence personnel
must withdraw before the
Lebanese elections for those
elections to be free and fair.”

Nasrallah drew loud cheers
from a sea of people waving
red-and-white Lebanese flags
when he vowed to defeat any
US military  intervention in the
country, something that has
never been  threatened. “If the
American fleet lands in
Lebanon, it will be defeated,”
Nasrallah said.

Nasrallah repeated Hezbol-
lah’s rejection of international
demands for an end to Syria’s
military presence and called
on French President Jacques
Chirac to end his support for
Resolution 1559, which Paris
jointly sponsored with Wash-
ington. “We are united here to
above all thank Syria, the Syri-
an people and the Syrian army
which has stayed by our side
for many long years and is still
with us.”

Nasrallah called for dia-
logue to end the political cri-
sis in Lebanon, which has
been gripped by political
paralysis since the assassina-
tion of ex-premier Rafiq Al
Hariri that the opposition
blamed on the pro-Syrian
regime and Damascus.

Mirroring the demonstra-
tions by tens of thousands of
their  anti-Syrian rivals since
the February 14 murder of
Hariri, the crowds marked a
minute’s silence for the slain
billionaire and sang the
national anthem. The rally
coincided with the anniversary
of the Baath party’s rise to
power in Syria, which has
pulled the strings in political
and military life in Lebanon for
almost three decades.

Huge traffic jams built up at
the entrances to Beirut, where
lines of cars and buses were
unable to reach the centre of
the capital for their passengers
to join the demonstration. They

poured in from across Lebanon,
in addition to hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrian workers.

“Thank you, Syria. No to for-
eign interference. No to 1559,”
read a banner in the square.
Another poster bearing a pic-
ture of Bush said: “Lebanon
isn’t your playground.”

Lebanese opposition leader
Walid Jumblatt, in Germany,
welcomed the demonstration
and called for Hezbollah to “join
us for the future of Lebanon”.  

Syria redeployment
Meanwhile, some 6,000

Syrian troops began  redeploy-
ing toward the eastern Bekaa
Valley yesterday.  Outgoing
Defence Minister Abdul Rahim
Murad said the redeployment
would take between a week
and 10 days. The withdrawal
will also cover Syrian intelli-
gence personnel, including
their headquarters in Beirut, a
senior Lebanese official said.

The start of the redeploy-
ment came after a meeting in
Damascus of a joint Lebanese-
Syrian military committee. It
said that the redeployment was
being carried out in line with the
Taef accord. It said the Syrian
troops were being pulled back to
the Bekaa Valley and to Dahr al-
Baidar at the entrance to West
Bekaa, along the arc of Ham-
mana, Mdairej and Ain Dara on
a ridge overlooking Beirut.

— AGENCIES
SEE ALSO PAGE 5 ➤

Hezbollah warns US against interference

Over 500,000 rally
in support of Syria

RAMALLAH: The Palestinian
Authority said yesterday it was
ready to assume control of the
Gaza Strip after Israel’s
planned pullout, as leader
Mahmud Abbas accused Israel
of dragging its feet over peace.

Abbas spoke just hours
before he met Israeli Defence
Minister Shaul Mofaz, during
which it was agreed that Israel
would turn over to the Pales-
tinians security control of the
two West Bank cities of Jericho
and Tulkarem.

“We reiterate our position,
backed up by the international
community, that the authority
is ready to assume all its
responsibilities in the zones
where the Israeli occupation
will pull back,” Abbas said in a
speech to parliament.

Israel dragging feet
Insisting he was serious

about sticking to his side of
bargains made at February’s
summit, he criticised Israel’s
apparent reluctance to do the
same. “Israel’s reluctance to
carry out its promises threat-
ens what we have managed to

achieve and plays into the
hands of those opposed to the
peace process,” he stressed.

In his address he accused
Israel of “unjustifiably” drag-
ging its feet over promised
prisoner releases, the return of
exiled Palestinians and West
Bank pullbacks. The transfer
of security in five West Bank
towns — Ramallah, Bethle-
hem, Qalqilya, Tulkarem and
Jericho — was one of the key
issues agreed on in Egypt.

After his meeting with
Abbas at the Erez Crossing
between Israel and Gaza,
Mofaz said “in the coming
days, we will likely transfer
control of Jericho and Tulka-
rem following a meeting sched-
uled for tomorrow (Wednes-
day),” between Israeli and
Palestinian commanders.

Bush plea on state
In Washington, US President

George W Bush said Israel must
help to create a viable Palestin-
ian state and that Palestinians
must confront terrorist groups.
“Israel must freeze settlement
activity, help the Palestinians

build a thriving economy and
ensure that a new Palestinian
state is truly viable with con-
tiguous territory on the West
Bank,” he said in a speech. 

Sharon in spot
Meanwhile, leaked extracts

of a report on Israeli settlement
activity is likely to embarrass the
Sharon administration at a time
of renewed hope for peace.
Drawn up by a former justice
ministry official, the report
details financial and tacit sup-
port provided by the Israeli gov-
ernment to scores of unautho-
rised outposts, which it is obliged
to dismantle under the roadmap
peace plan. Despite Sharon’s
commitments to the roadmap,
the report said ministries handed
over millions of dollars to help
finance their infrastructure.

Palestinian prime minister
Ahmed Qurie accused the
world of doing nothing to
thwart Israel and said the
Palestinian Authority would
appeal to the United Nations to
stop settlement activity. 

— AGENCIES

SEE ALSO PAGE 5 ➤

MOSCOW: Rebel leader Aslan
Maskhadov, the symbol of
resistance to Russia’s rule in
the breakaway Muslim repub-
lic of Chechnya, has been
killed, Russian officials
announced yesterday.

The NTV television network
broadcast video footage show-
ing the shirtless body of a mid-
dle-aged man identified as
Maskhadov, one of Russia’s two
most wanted men, lying on the
ground amid debris. 

“Today in the republic of
Chechnya in the village of Tol-
stoi-Yurt an operation was car-
ried out by special FSB forces
during which the international
terrorist and leader of armed
bands Maskhadov was killed
and his closest collaborators
arrested,” the head of the FSB
intelligence service told Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin in remarks
broadcast on national television.

Akhmed Zakayev, a longtime
ally and spokesman for
Maskhadov, gave independent
confirmation of the death. “It’s
definitely Maskhadov,” Zakayev
said from Britain, where he has
been granted political asylum.

Maskhadov, 53, has been
blamed by the Russian govern-
ment for numerous attacks on
both military targets and civil-
ians in recent years, including
the Beslan school massacre last
autumn and an October 2002
mass hostage-taking at the
Dubrovka theatre in Moscow.
He denied any part in either.

Maskhadov, a former
colonel in the Soviet Red Army,
was elected Chechen president
in 1997 in a vote recognized by
the Kremlin and described as
free and fair by international
observers. He however had a
$10m  bounty placed on his
heads by Russian authorities
following the Beslan massacre.

— AGENCIES

BAGHDAD: A senior Iraqi offi-
cial was gunned down yester-
day in an attack claimed by Al-
Qaeda and soldiers found 15
beheaded bodies as the furore
over the US shooting of an Ital-
ian intelligence agent threat-
ened to carve a rift between
Washington and Rome.

The deputy director of the
Iraqi interior ministry’s natu-
ralisation department, Ghazi
Mohammed Issa, was killed in
broad daylight outside his
Baghdad home by masked gun-
men in a car, ministry official

Sabah Kadhim said. The assas-
sination was claimed in a state-
ment posted on the Internet by
Al Qaeda’s group in Iraq head-
ed by Jordanian-born Abu
Mussab Al Zarqawi. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi army
said it found 15 beheaded
corpses, both men and women,
on an old military base near Lat-
ifiyah, south of Baghdad. The
corpses were discovered during
an army raid on the Hatin for-
mer army base, now believed to
be used by insurgents.

Four women with suicide

belts were also arrested in
Iskandariyah and confessed to
working for the militant group,
the Islamic Army in Iraq.  On
the hostage front, a Jordanian
businessman was released
after his captors agreed to a
$100,000 ransom.

With its behaviour coming
under scrutiny, the US military
ordered investigations into the
shooting of the Italian and of a
Bulgarian soldier in separate
incidents. In Rome, Italian For-
eign Minister Gianfranco Fini
demanded answers over the

differences in US and Italian
accounts of the killing of intelli-
gence agent Nicola Calipari. US
Brigadier General Peter Vangjel
was named to lead the probe.

General George Casey, the
commander of US forces in
Iraq, said he expected the probe
would take three to four weeks
to complete, adding Italy had
been invited to join the investi-
gation. The US military also
announced it was probing the
fatal shooting of a Bulgarian
soldier in central Iraq.

— AFP

Former Indian cricket captain Kapil Dev being greeted by fans
on his arrival at the Doha International Airport yesterday. Kapil
Dev will play the Pro-Am event at the Doha Golf Club today. 

SEE ALSO PAGE 23 ➤

PRISTINA: Kosovo Prime Minister
Ramush Haradinaj resigned yesterday
after being indicted by  the UN war
crimes tribunal over his role as a guerril-
la commander in the Serbian province’s
1998-99 conflict, sparking fears of
renewed ethnic violence.

“I resigned today from the post of prime
minister and I’ve transmitted my resigna-
tion to the Kosovo president,” he said as his
bodyguards, fellow war veterans, broke
down in tears beside him. The 35-year-old
protested his innocence and called on his
fellow ethnic Albanians to continue work-

ing toward independence from Serbia
despite the indictment against him, which
he described as a “big mistake”.

“I am innocent,” the nationalist hardlin-
er said as he announced his resignation to
reporters.  He said he would cooperate
with international justice for the sake of
Kosovo’s future, but warned that the inter-
national community had blundered by
treating “freedom fighters and aggressors
in the same way”. 

A minister in the Kosovo government
said Haradinaj  would go to the UN court in
The Hague to stand trial, but he did not

elaborate on the nature of the indictment,
which has not been made public. 

The former builder and martial-arts
expert was a rebel commander in western
Kosovo during the separatist war against
Serbian forces, and was questioned last
year by UN war crimes investigators. The
ethnic Albanian is also wanted by Belgrade
on 108 counts of alleged war crimes —
including murders and kidnappings —
against Serb civilians during the war in the
southern Serbian province, which is now
under UN and Nato administration.

— AGENCIES

Kosovo PM resigns to face UN war crimes court

Qaeda claims gunning down Iraqi official
Lebanese pro-Syria demonstrators waving national flags at a Hezbollah rally in Beirut yesterday.

Aslan Maskhadov

Chechen
leader killed
in gun battle,
says Russia

Ramush Haradinaj

Abbas, Mofaz fail to agree on
Jericho, Tulkarem handover

Former Indian cricket captain arrives
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Shifting priorities delaying 

Qatari marriages: Expert

DOHA: Qataris do not marry at the 
right age not because of huge dowries but 
due to a shift in their priorities caused 
by the changing Qatari society, says an 
expert.

“Expensive dowry is not the main rea-
son for marriage delays among Qatari men 
and women, since Qataris are rich and can 
afford it,” Dr Abdulhamid Al Ansari, dean 
of College of Shariah at Qatar University, 
told a local Arabic daily.

There appears to be a trend in which 
Qataris want to get settled in life first 
before getting married, and in the case of 
women, they first want to finish higher edu-
cation, Dr Al Ansari told Al Raya.

See also page 3

Mosque cleaners plead  

for weekly day off

DOHA: Many workers responsible for 
cleaning state-run mosques and toilets 
therein claim they do not get weekly day 
off. 

Some of them told The Peninsula yester-
day that they worked seven days a week, 
365 days a year, without being given any 
break. 

The recently revised work schedule has 
worsened their condition, the stressed 
workers said, adding they were not getting 
sufficient time to finish their work. 

Full report on page 3

Syria shelling halts UN bid  

to rescue peacekeepers

DAMASCUS: A UN convoy attempting 
to pick up 21 Filipino peacekeepers whom 
their Syrian rebel captors had agreed to 
free was forced back by a barrage of army 
shelling yesterday, a watchdog said.

In New York, the United Nations said 
efforts to secure the peacekeepers would 
resume today.

“Arrangements were made with all par-
ties for the release of the 21 peacekeep-
ers,” said UN peacekeeping spokeswoman 
Josephine Guerrero, “but due to the late 
hour and the darkness it was considered 
unsafe to continue the operation. Efforts 
will continue tomorrow.”

See also page 4

Global leaders, celebrities 

honour Chavez at funeral
CARACAS: Venezuela gave Hugo Chavez 
a lavish farewell yesterday at a state 
funeral that brought some of the world’s 
most notorious strongmen to tears, with 
music, prayers and a fiery speech by his 
successor.

More than 30 heads of state paid tribute 
to the leftist firebrand president as his body 
lay in state in a flag-covered coffin at a mili-
tary academy, bringing the curtain down 
on a 14-year reign that divided his nation.

Chavez died this week at age 58 after 
a two-year battle with cancer, devastat-
ing millions of mostly poor supporters who 
loved him for putting the country’s vast oil 
wealth at their service, but giving hope to 
foes who saw him as a dictator.

See also page 9
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A
l Mulla, whose clinic has met with 
remarkable success in fighting the 
menace of tobacco addiction — among 
adults as well as youngsters — says a 

whopping QR1.68bn ($460m) is spent annually 
by people on smoking and chewing tobacco. 
With the country’s population increasing, the 
number of tobacco users has been going up, and 
so has been expenditure on tobacco.

“But that’s only the direct cost of tobacco 
use in the country,” argues Al Mulla, talking 
of the amount spent on the killer habit. “We 
have to consider the indirect costs as well. Take 
the example of treating tobacco users suffering 
from different diseases due to their dangerous 
habit.”

Then there are fires caused by people light-
ing up in public and at home and due to live 
cigarette butts carelessly discarded by smok-
ers. “These are all costs that are incurred only 
because of smoking, and we estimate these indi-
rect costs may not be less, if not more, than the 
direct expenditure on tobacco use.”

And, of late, what has been worrying anti-
smoking campaigners in the country is a 
gradual increase in the number of shisha 
users, which includes youngsters — women 
not excluded.

Notably, whereas tobacco users in Qatar are 
estimated to number 700,000, there are just a 
dozen health inspectors armed with judicial 
powers to curb the menace in public places, 
where smoking is banned by a law that came 
into force a little more than a decade ago.

This, in other words, means that for every 

58,000 tobacco users, there is one inspector, 
which, according to observers, is a laughable 
ratio. And that explains why smokers defiantly 
carry on with their habit in places like cafete-
rias in malls and hypermarkets as there are 
hardly any checks.

There are an additional 30 volunteer inspec-
tors to curb smoking in public places, but the 
fact that the anti-smoking law is so flagrantly 
violated, at least in the bigger shopping com-
plexes, shows how ineffective they are in their 
role.

Anti-smoking campaigners are now banking 
on a draft law which, they believe, would see 
a rise in the number of inspectors and arm 
them with more powers to discharge their 
duty, aside from prescribing prohibitive fines 
for violators.

According to Al Mulla, efforts are also on 
to set up a civil society group dedicated solely 
to fighting the menace of tobacco use in the 
country. 

“We have applied and we are waiting for 
approval,” Al Mulla told this newspaper yes-
terday, speaking about the proposed NGO.

See also page 2

The magnitude of tobacco use 
in the country is alarming: If we 
believe the experts, no less than 
700,000 people may be addicted 
to the dangerous habit. According 
to Dr Ahmed Al Mulla, head of 
the anti-smoking clinic of Hamad 
Medical Corporation, it is roughly 
estimated that some 37 percent 
of the country’s population could 
be addicted to various forms of 
tobacco.
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Emir visits UAE

Woman of courage

The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani with UAE President H H Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan in Al Ain yesterday. Tthe Personal Representative of the Emir, H H Sheikh 
Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani also attended the talks. The two leaders discussed bilateral 
relations and ways to bolster them.

US First Lady Michelle Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton with 
Samar Badawi of Saudi Arabia as she receives the 2012 International 
Women of Courage Award during a ceremony in Washington yesterday. 
She is among the ten recognised from around the globe for showing 
courage and leadership in advocating for women’s rights and empower-
ment. Badawi participated in the Saudi women driving campaign and 
was imprisoned for standing up against her father’s physical abuse.
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DOHA: A new commercial and 
entertainment complex for single 
workers is nearing completion 
in Industrial Area. The project, 
along with sporting, recreational, 
entertainment and commercial 
facilities will also house a cricket 
stadium. The project, a first of 
its kind, for the single-workers 
in the country is designed and 
planned according to the needs of 
this section of the community, Al 
Sharq reported yesterday.

The complex is being built 
according to latest specifications 
and the design is based on Arab 
and Qatari architecture.

The complex has four cinema 
halls, space for some 385 commer-
cial outlets including eateries and 
an open air theatre where con-
certs, cultural shows, gatherings 
and other activities can be hosted 
during festival seasons.

The complex is strategi-
cally located in the East zone of 
Industrial area. Since it is close to 
main roads leading to Doha, single 
worker coming from other places 
can also easy access the facilities, 
the daily reported

Also within the complex, roads 
have been paved and lighted. 
There are ample parking facili-
ties near the theatres, stadium 
and shopping centres. Also the 

complex is pedestrian friendly 
and is designed accordingly.

The facility is specially meant 
to cater single workers as most of 
them are being moved away from 
residential areas. The project will 
also help lessen the influx of sin-
gle workers coming to the city on 
weekends, especially once the res-
idential ban is fully implemented. 
This is also expected reduce the 
number of single workers flocking 
around the souq areas in Doha, 
during weekends, as all the shop-
ping, recreational and entertain-
ment facilities will be available in 
the complex, the daily said.

Cricket being one of the most 
popular sports among the large 
Asian single-worker community in 
Industrial area, the stadium being 
built is big enough to accommodate 
thousands of spectators. It can host 
both local and international tour-
nament, the daily reported 

Apart from providing to the sin-
gle-workers, the new project is also 
expected to boost business in the 
area. With various facilities being 
made available at the complex, 
market in the areas is expected to 
grow and diversify, reviving busi-
ness in the area and reducing peo-
ple from coming to Doha during 
weekends, the daily said.
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Entertainment 
complex for 
single workers

DAMASCUS: Syria’s deputy 
oil minister resigned yesterday 
to join an anti-regime revolt, 
as UN-Arab League envoy Kofi 
Annan urged more diplomacy 
rather than militarisation to 
end the crisis in Syria.

Activists said they feared an 
assault on villages in the Jabal 
Al Zawiya hill district in the 
northwest, where rebels have 
been active, similar to the one 
that devastated the Baba Amro neighbour-
hood of Homs.

A child was among six people killed in 
violence across the country, said the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, which this 
week put the number of people killed since 
the uprising began a year ago at almost 8,500.

Abdo Hussameddin (pictured), who took 
his bachelor’s degree in battered Homs, 
announced his resignation in a video posted 
by activists on YouTube, saying he was join-
ing the ranks of the rebels.

“I, the engineer Abdo Hussameddin, the 
deputy oil minister ... announce my defec-
tion from the regime and my resignation,” 
he said in the video.

“I am joining the revolution of the people 
who reject injustice and the brutal campaign 
of the regime, which is seeking to crush the 
people’s demand for freedom and dignity,” 
he added.

The defection was quickly 
welcomed by Syrian opposition 
leader Burhan Ghalioun, who 
said  he expects more govern-
ment officials and politicians to 
do the same.

“I hail the deputy (oil) min-
ister who defected and I call on 
all government members and 
public servants ... to abandon 
this regime and join the ranks of 
the revolution for freedom and 

dignity,” said Ghalioun, head of the Syrian 
National Council, the main opposition group.

“I expect for sure that there are other 
government officials and politicians who will 
follow suit,” he added.

Former UN chief Annan told reporters in 
Cairo he had urged “the Syrian opposition 
to come together to work with us to find a 
solution that will respect the aspirations of 
the Syrian people.”

He also warned against further militari-
sation of the crisis, amid a groundswell of 
international support for arming the rebels. 
The mostly army defectors who make up the 
Free Syrian Army are battling regime forces 
in a number of flashpoint areas.

“I believe further militarisation will make 
the situation worse,” Annan said after talks 
with Arab League Secretary General Nabil 
Al Arabi. AFP

See also page 7

Qatar Airways 
IPO postponed 
for years: CEO
BERLIN: Any stock market flotation of Qatar 
Airways has been pushed back by several years 
due to wider economic turmoil, the chief execu-
tive of the carrier said. 

“I do not think it will be any closer than five to 
eight years,” Akbar Al Baker told journalists at the 
ITB Berlin travel fair. 

Qatar Airways indicated late in 2010 it was 
planning an initial public offering in early 2012 
after three consecutive years of profit. Last June, 
Al Baker had said the carrier could seek a stock 
market listing by the end of 2011. 

The IPO “will be postponed for a long time 
because we feel it will take a long time to recover 
from the economic situation that the world is in,” 
he said yesterday. 

Al Baker said the IPO plan would have been to 
list 50 percent of the company’s shares, but limit 
foreign ownership of stock to 20-25 percent. 

He said profit would slump at the airline in the 
financial year to end-March, with revenue hurt to 
the tune of almost $490m from the Arab Spring 
uprisings and $515m from high fuel prices. 

“But we will still have our nose above the water,” 
he said, adding he expected revenue of $6bn, up 
from $5.1bn the previous year. 

Al Baker said in June the airline made net profit 
of $205m for 2009/10 and more than $230m in 
2010/2011. 

The airline industry has seen several insolven-
cies this year, such as Spanair in Spain and Malev 
in Hungary. Al Baker said more would follow. 

“I think quite a few airlines will go belly-up in 
Europe and some other parts of the world,” he 
said, adding Gulf carriers were unlikely to fall into 
that category. 

After buying 35 percent of all-freight airline 
Cargolux last year, Al Baker said he would be keen 
to take more stakes in cargo companies, but was 
not looking at present because of a downturn in 
the freight market.

REUTERS

DOHA: The 13th edition of 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (Unctad 
XIII) scheduled to open in Doha 
on April 21, 2012 will be preceded 
by a series of seminars. A three-
day Third World Investment 
Forum, starting April 20, will be 
attended by top political decision 
makers and corporate heads.

The Civil Society Forum sched-
uled to be held on April 17-25 will 
gather some 400 representatives 
of non-governmental organisa-
tions from around the world. And 
the first Global Services Forum, 
to be held on April 19, will unite 
actors in this economic sector and 
government officials.

Unctad XIII will be held at 
the Qatar National Convention 
Centre on April 21-26, 2012.

This is the first time the 

quadrennial Unctad summit is 
being held in the Arab region. 
The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani will inaugurate 
the conference. Qatar’s Minister 
of Culture, Arts, and Heritage,
H E Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz bin 
Al Kuwari, is serving as Chairman 
of the Qatar National Coordinating 
Committee for Unctad XIII.

The conference will focus on 
‘development-centered globalisa-
tion’: making world economic growth 
more inclusive, spurring job crea-
tion, reducing poverty and income 
inequality in developing countries.  

The conference’s high-level 
segment of 21 April will fea-
ture a panel discussion entitled, 
“In the wake of the global eco-
nomic crisis: New opportunities 
for economic growth with social 
equity.” Among the speakers will 

be Moncef Marzouki, President 
of Tunisia.

The role women’s knowledge, 
skills, and talents can play in 
establishing more equitable, 
inclusive, and prosperous societies 
will be the topic on 23 April of a 
day-long high-level event presided 
over by H H Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser. 

A high-level session focusing 
on the topic of “Reflections on 
the international trading system 
and inclusive development” will 
be held on 24 April.

An “innovation and technol-
ogy day” on 24 April will consider 
how these critical factors for eco-
nomic growth can be more effec-
tively brought to bear to increase 
employment and raise living 
standards in poor countries. 
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Strong winds for 
three more days
DOHA: The windy days are not 
yet over, warns the Meteorology 
Department. The department has 
issued a fresh warning yesterday 
that the strong winds could con-
tinue for another three days. It is 
expected to be dusty at times. 

“Fresh to strong northwest-
erly winds are expected to con-
tinue affecting the region, with 
speeds ranging between 18 to 25 
knots, reaching 30 knots at times, 
increasing on Saturday to 20 to 
30 knots reaching 35 knots,” the 
department said in a statement.

The maximum temperature 
would hover between 23 and 26 
degrees Celsius and the minimum 
between 14 and 17 degrees Celsius. 
A rise in temperature is expected 
from Monday due to a change in 
the wind direction.

“A warning of strong north-
westerly winds and high seas is 
still in force till the evening of 
Sunday,” added the statement.

THE PENINSULA

A view of the complex for single workers in Industrial Area.

Series of seminars planned 
ahead of Doha Unctad summit

Syria deputy oil minister
resigns and joins rebels

Industrial Area project to open soon

March 9, 2012

March 9, 2002

International Women’s Day

US First Lady Michelle Obama (left) and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (right) honour award winner Ghulam 
Sughra of Pakistan during the International Women of Courage Awards Ceremony at the State Department 
in Washington yesterday as part of the 100th anniversary of International Women’s Day.
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DOHA: In a major crackdown 
on businesses run by expatriates 
in the name of Qatari licence-
holders, also known as ‘proxy 
businesses’, the authorities con-
cerned have referred eight such 
cases to Public Prosecution for 
legal action.

In all, 24 complaints were 
investigated. Eight of them 
were forwarded to the prosecu-
tion, one is under study and the 
remaining have been ignored for 
poor evidence.  

People found doing proxy busi-
ness can be jailed for one year or 
fined QR50,000 or both, according 
to the existing law.

A committee at the Ministry 
of Business and Trade is respon-
sible for monitoring businesses 
owned by citizens but run ille-
gally by expatriates. The ‘proxy 
businesses’ are banned by law and 
the committee which probed the 
24 complaints is known as ‘Proxy 
Business Monitoring Committee’.

The panel’s head, Sufian Al 
Muraghi, told reporters that it 
is basically the fault of citizens 
that they give away their trade 
licences on ‘rent’ to expatriates.

This is not only illegal but 
also highly dangerous because 
an expatriate using the ‘rented’ 
licences can make huge profits 
in a short period, can open bank 
accounts and deposit huge sums 
and use these sums for money 
laundering or to fund terror. 

Al Muraghi said the law applied 
equally to foreigners who hold 
business licences. They are not 
allowed to ‘rent out’ these licences 
to anyone, including nationals, a 
local Arabic daily said yesterday.

Those running proxy busi-
nesses are protected by the Qatari 

licence-owners as the latter sign for 
them on papers wherever required 
and allow the former to misuse 
their name.  The expatriates run-
ning proxy businesses make huge 
profits and do not pay money as 
tax because the licence-owners are 
citizens, Al Muraghi said.

According to him, there are a 
number of reasons why a Qatari 
gives away his trade licence on 
‘rent’ illegally to a foreigner.  Either 
he has no capital to run a business 
or feels shy since there is social 
prestige attached with some small 
trades in the Qatari community.

But it is time citizens need to 
shrug off these hang-ups and play 
an active role to back the national 
economy. “No business is bad,” 
said Al Muraghi.

Sources told The Peninsula that 
Indians mostly run small grocery 
stores whose licences are actually 
owned by nationals. The licence-
owners are merely paid a token 
sum every month while the expa-
triates make huge profits.

Similarly, Bangladeshis mostly 
run barber shops, launderies and 
cafeterias on ‘rented’ licences. 
These are all proprietorship busi-
nesses where foreign partnerships 
are not allowed.  Foreign partner-
ships are allowed by law in only 
limited liability companies.

Palestinians mostly operate 
construction and contracting 
companies as ‘proxy business’, 
whereas the Lebanese and 
Moroccans run fitness and mas-
sage centres in the name of Qatari 
licence holders. But they are the 
de facto owners. The Pashtuns or 
Pathans from Pakistan are mainly 
in ‘proxy’ transport and contract-
ing businesses, say sources.
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Crackdown 
on proxy 
businesses
Eight cases referred for legal action

BY HUDA NV

DOHA:  The 17th Century 
Holland will come to life in the 
temporary galleries of Museum 
of Islamic Art with the official 
inauguration of the first ever 
exhibition of Amsterdam’s 
Rijksmuseum collection in the 
Middle East, today. 

Showcasing the art and cul-
ture of Netherlands, the exhi-
bition marks the beginning of 

long term collaboration between 
Rijksmuseum and Qatar 
Museums Authority. 

“Golden Age of Dutch 
Painting Masterpieces from 
the Rijksmuseum” is the first 
of its kind in the region to dis-
play Dutch art from the 17th 
century, which is considered to 
be the golden age of Dutch art. 
The exhibition will be on display 
for the public starting March 11 
until June 6, 2011. 

The exhibition consists of the 
highest quality selection of Dutch 
paintings from the Golden Age 
that the Rijksmuseum has ever 
loaned to a foreign party.  With 
a total of 44 paintings by masters 
such as Rembrandt, Vermeer, 
Frans Hals, Steen, Cuyp and Ter 
Borc the exhibition brings the 
Holland of 17th centaury into life 
at the MIA temporary galleries.
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CAIRO: Two Arab newspapers 
and Al Jazeera television said 
that Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi was looking for an 
agreement allowing him to step 
down. Al Jazeera said Gaddafi 
had proposed to Libyan rebels 
to hold a meeting of parliament 
to pave the way for him to step 
down with certain guarantees.

It said Gaddafi made the pro-
posal to the interim council. It 
quoted sources in the council as 
saying Gaddafi wanted guarantees 
of personal safety for him and his 
family and a pledge that they not 
be put on trial.

“If he leaves Libya immedi-
ately, during 72 hours, and stops 
the bombardment, we as Libyans 
will step back from pursuing him 
for crimes,” Mustafa Abdel Jalil, 
head of the rebel National Libyan 
Council, told Al Jazeera television.  
Al Jazeera said sources from the 
council told its correspondent 
in Benghazi that the offer was 

rejected because it would have 
amounted to an “honourable” exit 
for Gaddafi and would offend his 
victims. 

UAE-based Al Bayan quoted 
a source close to Gaddafi’s inner 
circle as saying the Libyan leader 
had begun looking for a safe haven 
outside Libya.  One of Gaddafi’s 
sons, Saadi, said Libya would 
descend into civil war if his father 
stepped down.

Meanwhile, Gaddafi’s forces 
stepped up pressure on Libya’s 
eastern front with air strikes 
and heavy shelling, amid reports 
of an onslaught in the west, as 
calls mounted for a no-fly zone 
over the country. US President 
Barack Obama and British Prime 
Minister David Cameron agreed 
to plan a “full spectrum” of action 
on Libya, including a possible no-
fly zone, surveillance and a relief 
effort, the White House said. 

AGENCIES
See also page 10

DOHA: Qatari stocks rallied on 
the second trading day yester-
day with bourse index recover-
ing considerably to breach the 
psychologically critical level of 
8,000 points. The market capi-
talisation, which fell below the 
QR400bn-mark also jumped 
back to reach QR404.42bn. 

Analysts attributed the recov-
ery to foreign institutional inves-
tors returning to the bourse with 
strong net buying after having 
booked profits for days on end. 
The index jumped 4.3 percent, 
or 330 points, to 8,012 with the 
insurance stocks outperforming 
the other three counters.
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WASHINGTON: Saudis have a right to protest 
peacefully, the United States said after Saudi 
Arabia reminded its citizens that demonstrations 
were banned in the kingdom. Inspired by protests 
in other Arab countries, there have been Shia 
marches in the past few days in the east of Saudi 
Arabia as well as Facebook calls for two more 
protests this month, the first on Friday.

“The United States supports a set of universal 
rights, including the right to peaceful assembly and 
to freedom of expression,” State Department spokes-
man P J Crowley said. The Saudi interior ministry 
on Saturday issued a statement saying that security 
forces would stop all attempts to disrupt public order 
and noting that “the kingdom’s regulations totally 
ban all sorts of demonstrations, marches, sit-ins”.  

REUTERS

DOHA: A total of 520 firms have been allocated 
land to build warehouses in the New Industrial 
Area, Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed 
Al Thani, the chairman of Qatar Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, told reporters during a 
tour of the designated area.

The allocation of the land, he said, follows the 
promise made by the Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister H E Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem bin Jabor 
Al Thani during his meeting with businessmen at 
the QCCI last month. 

The move will solve the problem of shortage of 
storing facilities and rising rents of warehouses. 
The total land of 3 million square metres have been 
allocated in four categories — car companies, trans-
portation firms, building materials, and furniture.
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DOHA: Fancy yourself posing 
next to the Barclays Premier 
League trophy? You could do 
just that from April 14 to 16 
when the Barclays Premier 
League Trophy makes its 
maiden three-day trip to Doha. 

This is another fantastic coup 
for Qatar, which comes just three 
months after it was announced 
the country would host the FIFA 
World Cup in 2022.

And supporters, young and old 
alike, will get to enjoy a unique 
and free interactive exhibi-
tion where they will be taken 
through four special domes - 
the Changing Room, the Centre 
Circle, the Trophy Room and 
Becoming the Third Lion - to be 
set up at a venue in the Qatari 
capital.

Doha will be one of four stops in 
the Middle East this year, a press 
release revealed yesterday.

Schedule for the first leg of 
the Barclays Premier League 
Trophy Tour:

   UAE – Friday March 18 to 20

   Residence, Dubai — 
   April 1 to 3

THE PENINSULA
More details on page 29

T
HE Peninsula turns 15 
today. And we are all 
excited about cutting the 

cake this evening,  proud of being 
where we are today — a newspa-
per that readers trust and opin-
ion makers respect — and raising 
the bar for the profession in the 
country a few notches up in the 
course of the journey. 

We are not smug, however. 
It’s humbling to just look at the 
many things, we wanted to but 
could not, do — stories that got 
stalled in the tracks, innova-
tive ways of doing journalism 
caught up in the bureaucratic 
bog. We know we are living in 
an age where technology makes 
innovation obsolete by the time 
it is out. But let’s assure you, 
you won’t find us wanting.

See also page 20

Dutch masterpieces at MIA

Qatari bourse 
index crosses 
8,000 points

Jan van Huysum’s work ‘Still Life with Flowers’ (1723) — each individual bloom (left blown up) painted with 
unrivalled precision and detail,  makes the painting  lifelike.   (SALIM MATRAMKOT)

English Premier 
League flavour
in Doha!

Gaddafi ‘seeks’ exit deal

Bahrain opposition forms coalition
MANAMA: Three hardline Shia opposition groups have formed a 
“Coalition for a Bahraini Republic” to push for the overthrow of the 
state’s royal family, they said in a statement. “We hereby declare a 
tripartite coalition between the Wafa, Haq and Bahrain Freedom 
Movement that has chosen to fight for a complete downfall of the 
regime, and the establishment of a democratic republic in Bahrain,” 
said the statement by Haq leader Hassan Mashaima.

AFP

Firms get warehouse plots 
in New Industrial Area

Saudis have the right to 
peaceful protests: US

March 9, 2011

Obama considers 
reaching out to 
moderate Taliban
WASHINGTON: US President 
Barack Obama said, in an inter-
view published yesterday, that the 
United States is not winning the 
war in Afghanistan and hinted at 
possible talks with moderate ele-
ments of the Taliban. Highlighting 
the success of the US strategy of 
bringing some Sunni Iraqi insur-
gents to the negotiating table and 
away from Al Qaeda, Obama told 
The New York Times that “there 
may be some comparable oppor-
tunities in Afghanistan and the 
Pakistani region.”

See also page 17

Baghdad and Mosul 
bombings kill 31
BAGHDAD: At least 31 people 
were killed and 64 were injured in 
three bombings in Baghdad and 
the northern Iraqi city of Mosul 
yesterday, police, witnesses, and 
medics said. In yesterday’s first 
bombing, at least 28 people were 
killed and 54 were injured when 
a man driving a motorcycle deto-
nated explosives strapped to his 
body outside a police recruitment 
centre in Baghdad last morning. 
Later, a car bomb exploded in 
Mosul, killing three Iraqi soldiers 
and injuring three others as they 
patrolled Mosul’s western Hay Al 
Sokkar neighbourhood, a source 
in the Mosul police force’s opera-
tions room said.

See also page 5

Over 100 Tamil rebels
killed in two days
COLOMBO: More than 100 
Tamil Tiger rebels have been 
killed in two days of fighting in 
Sri Lanka as they tried to break a 
military stranglehold, the defence 
ministry said yesterday.

See also page 14
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NEWS in BRIEF

Qatar and Vietnam 
plan $1bn fund
Permanent showroom to market Vietnamese products 
BY MOHAMED SALEM

DOHA: Qatar and Vietnam yes-
terday signed several agreements 
to encourage investment, avoid 
double taxation and discussed to 
set up a $1bn fund to invest in 
sectors including agriculture and 
tourism.

In the presence of the Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
H E Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem 
bin Jabor Al Thani and Vietnam’s 
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan 
Dung, the two sides signed three 
agreements and two Memoranda 
of Understanding (MoUs).  

The agreements were on encour-
aging and protecting investment, 
double taxation exemption and 
aviation. Two MoUs between Qatar 
Diar Company and Vietnamese 
Foreign Investment Agency and 
on fishing and agricultural coop-
eration were also signed.  

Speaking after the signing of the 
agreements, the Prime Minister  
said, Qatar has been looking for 
good investment opportunities 

abroad and Vietnam is a suitable 
country for this, especially in the 
agricultural field. “We are already 
investing in Vietnam but we hope 
to enhance them,” he told report-
ers at a joint press conference with 
his Vietnamese counterpart.

Dung said that the negotiation 
with Qatari partners was fruit-
ful and “we have discussed to set 
up a $1bn fund and establish a 
permanent showroom in Qatar 
to market Vietnamese products 
in Qatar and the region”. 

He added that Qatar will pro-
vide a plot of land where the 
showroom will be set up and has 
also promised to provide scholar-
ships for Vietnamese students to 
study in Qatar.   

Prior to the signing, the Prime 
Minister and his Vietnamese 
counterpart presided over talks 
between the two parties which 
dealt with cooperation between 
the two countries and ways of 
bolstering them especially in eco-
nomic and trade sectors. 

 THE PENINSULA

H H Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al Missned with Tran Thanh Kiem, the wife of Vietnamese Prime Minister, in 
Doha yesterday. The Vietnamese Prime Minister is in Doha for official talks.

Economy robust as ever, says PM
BY MOBIN PANDIT

DOHA: Qatar’s economy is in 
good shape, the Prime Minister  
and Foreign Minister H E Sheikh 
Hamad bin Jassem bin Jabor Al 
Thani said here yesterday.

“There is absolutely no problem 
with the economy. It is as robust 
as ever,” the Premier said reply-
ing to questions from reporters 
about the possible impact of the 
ongoing global recession. He was 
addressing a news briefing after 

signing agreements with his 
Vietnamese counterpart who is 
on a visit here.

Asked about the Doha 
Securities Market (DSM) which 
has not been performing well 
recently, the Premier said there 
was nothing wrong with it and 
nothing to worry about since 
equity exchanges were facing 
downturn worldwide.

When told that local banks had 
become strict with lending, par-
ticularly in disbursing personal 

loans, the Prime Minister said 
that was the internal matter of 
the banks, so the government had 
no right to intervene.

As for the banks suffering 
losses on the DSM, he said the 
government was studying ways 
to help them and added that 
the state had already provided 
them support through the Qatar 
Investment Authority (QIA)—a 
reference to its buying of banking 
shares.  THE PENINSULA

See also page 21

BY MOHAMMED IQBAL

DOHA: Qatar has banned the 
import of dangerous children’s 
toys to the  country  effective 
from April 1. Preparing ground 
for the ban, the authorities had 
given three months time for 
importers and retailers to pull 
such toys off their shelves. 

A public announcement issued 
by the Qatar General Authority 
for Standards and Metrology 
(QGASM) yesterday said that 
import of all dangerous toys has 
been banned effective from April 
1. The banned items are those that 
do not meet the general safety 
standards issued by QGASM 
regarding children’s toys.

Four categories of toys have 
been banned - those containing 
toxic chemicals, toy guns using 
sharp plastic bullets, toys pow-
ered by high voltage electricity 
and those that contravene com-
mon ethical standards.

QGASM general manager,  Dr 
Mohammed bin Saif Al Kuwari, 
had said that those violating the 

ban will face a fine of QR10,000 
and one year’s imprisonment. 

Enquiries with retailers yester-
day revealed that a majority of the 
toys imported to the country are 
certified by international quality 
control organisations. This cer-
tification has already been made 
mandatory for importers, in a bid  
to prevent infiltration of danger-
ous toys to the local market. 

“All importers should produce 
this certificate for their con-
signments to be cleared by the  
authorities. However, the toy 
market is an unorganised sector 
and there is possibility of low-
quality toys entering the country 
through other channels,” said a 
leading retailer.

Several retailers, while sup-
porting the government move 
have sought clear guidelines 
regarding dangerous toys. 

“The authorities should spec-
ify the permitted voltage level 
in electrical toys and issue clear 
guidelines regarding the moral 
aspect,” said another retailer.
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BY NASSER AL HARTHY

DOHA: Industry leaders will 
gather today at the 7th Doha 
Natural Gas Conference and 
Exhibition to discuss global trends, 
technical developments, market-
ing, economics and geopolitics with 
natural gas projects next month.

The conference to be held from 
today until March 12 is hosted and 
organised by Qatar Petroleum 
(QP). More than 40 experts and 
corporate executives will be speak-
ing during the three-day confer-
ence at the Sheraton Hotel.

The conference series has 
become a major event on the 
natural gas calendar due to the 
outstanding developments Qatar 
has accomplished in the gas 
industry in the past decade. The 
accompanying exhibition will be 
held at the new, world-class Qatar 
International Exhibition Center. 

Stress will be put on topics 
related to the industry includ-
ing natural gas market trends, 
expansion in the LNG industry, 
HSE and CSR best practice, 
energy security, climate change, 
and competing energy sources 
and challenges facing gas supply 
change.   THE PENINSULA

Special reports on pages 25-28

BY HUDA N V 

DOHA:  Healthy-life expect-
ancy for women is about three 
years shorter than men in 
Qatar, according to the World 
Health Organisation Statistical 
Information System. The data 
was highlighted by Dr Maya 
Hammoud, Senior Associate 
Dean for education and 
Associate Professor, Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology, Weill Cornell 
Medical College in Qatar, during a 
presentation at Qatar University 
to commemorate International 
Women’s Day.

“Life expectancy for both 
women and men in Qatar is 
77 years,” said Dr Hammoud. 
“However, a healthy life expect-
ancy is shorter for women (64 
years) than men (67), according 
to the data. This makes Qatar 
one of the only eight countries 
in the WHO survey of 194 coun-
tries with such a pattern, as the 
predominant global trend is for 
women to live longer than men.”

“Research into the causes, 
especially healthcare for women 
as they age, would be an area for 
discussion with all healthcare 
organisations in the country, 

and an important area for future 
research in women’s health,” she 
said.  

Very few women die in labour 
and delivery in Qatar compared 
to other countries because they 
have access to skilled healthcare 
during childbirth, another impor-
tant indicator of health care qual-
ity, she stressed. 

“The guidelines developed by 
the US Agency for Health Care 
Research and Quality focus on 
maintaining or developing a 
healthy lifestyle and eliminating 
high risk behaviour. They also 
provide a timeline for essential 

screening tests that can help 
prevent or detect chronic or life 
threatening diseases,” said Dr 
Hammoud. 

Between the age of 40 and 49 
years, women should visit the doc-
tor once a year.  They should have 
their blood pressure, weight and 
height checked.  Examinations 
to screen for breast and genital 
cancer, the two cancers with the 
highest incidence in Qatar, should 
also be done.  She also emphasised 
the need for all women to take 
calcium and vitamin D supple-
ments to reduce the risk of oste-
oporosis. THE PENINSULA

Healthy-life expectancy for women shorter than men

Natural Gas 
Conference
opens today

Qatar unsatisfied 
with ICC move: 
Prime Minister
DOHA: H E Sheikh Hamad 
bin Jassem bin Jabor Al 
Thani, the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, yester-
day said that a round of talks 
between Sudan and Chad with 
the help of Libya will be held 
in order to improve under-
standing between the two 
countries. 

Talking to reporters fol-
lowing the official talks held 
between Qatar and Vietnam, 
the Prime Minister said that 
the recent visit by the Emir
H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani to Chad and Libya 
was in continuation to Qatar’s 
mediation efforts for paving a 
positive atmosphere to reach a 
framework accord guarantee-
ing ceasefire in Darfur. 

“Such understanding 
between Sudan and Chad will 
help resolve the Darfur cri-
sis,” the Prime MInister told 
reporters. 

Asked about the 
International Criminal Court 
(ICC) arrest warrant for 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir and its 
impact on the course of nego-
tiations between the warring 
factions and the Sudanese gov-
ernment, the Prime Minister 
said: “We as mediators are 
unsatisfied at the resolution 
of the ICC and this would not 
dissuade us to continue such a 
mediation.” 
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Import of dangerous toys 
banned from April 1

The Prime Minister and Foreign Minister H E Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem 
bin Jabor Al Thani and Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung at a 
joint press conference in Doha yesterday.

Tendulkar 
lifts India

International 10

Two British 
soldiers killed 
in N Ireland

AC Milan’s David Beckham (right) celebrates with team-mates during 
their Italian Serie A soccer match yesterday. David Beckham will stay 
on loan at AC Milan for the rest of the season. 
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Harry Redknapp pulled off a unique FA Cup hat-trick against Manchester United as Sulley Muntari’s second-half penalty sealed a
1-0 victory that sent Portsmouth through to the semi-finals for the first time since 1992.

The Sri Lankan government is 
seeking a mechanism to effectively
implement the minimum salary 
structure it recently introduced for 
overseas Sri Lankan workers. 

Former British prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher left hospital 
with a cheery wave for photographers
yesterday after undergoing medical 
tests overnight.

With economic news getting 
bleaker by the day and worries 
growing about credit markets 
seizing  up, Wall Street investors 
have been scurrying for cover. 

FA CUP

LANKAN RESIDENTS MARGARET THATCHER WALL STREET

The state-run transport com-
pany Mowasalat is building bus shel-
ters across Doha. The company is ex-
pected to erect over 100 shelters
before the peak of summer.

The move will bring respite to thou-
sands of commuters, who have been
destined to wait for their buses under
the sizzling sun during summer. 

A Doha-based leading outdoor adver-
tising agency, which has been assigned
to execute the project, has already put
up five shelters in various parts of the
city – two between Al Nasar and Al

Saad Street, and two near the Lulu Hy-
permarket. The remianing one has
been put up near TV Roundabout. 

“We are planning to build a total of
100 shelters across Qatar,” the com-
pany sources told The Peninsula.

The rectangle-shaped bus shelters
are made of stainless steel, glass and
aluminium, and are also provided
with wooden seats.

The public transport sector in
Qatar has been growing very fast with
the number of passengers increasing
by about 10 percent every month.

The company currently operates over
200 buses in around 40 routes, with
an addition of about 20 buses during
the weekends. On an average, these
buses are transporting about 450,000
passengers in a week. The number of
passengers in a day goes up to
150,000 during the weekends.

During summer, the commuters
were finding it difficult to wait for the
buses without any shelter and some-
times during high humidity and occa-
sional sandstorms. 

THE PENINSULA

Shelter from the sun
Mowasalat building bus shelters across Doha

A date palm in bloom, heralding the onset of summer in Qatar. (SALIM MATRAMKOT)

Qatar-Saudi ties will survive external influences: Prince Sultan

His Highness Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Suadi Crown Prince and Minister of
Defence and Aviation, in Riyadh.

The relations between Qatar
and Saudi Arabia are deep-rooted
and historical and therefore not dic-
tated by emerging developments in
the region, says His Highness Prince
Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Saudi
Crown Prince and Minister of De-
fence and Aviation.

In an exclusive interview with Abdul
Latif Al Mahmoud, General Manager
and Editor-in-Chief of Al Sharq news-
paper, the sister publication of The
Peninsula, Sultan bin Abdulaziz said,
“Saudi Arabia and Qatar are two
brotherly countries and the relations
between them are historical and are
governed by blood ties and common
fate. Our ties with Qatar are not the
product of a day, nor the result of
emerging circumstances, but a real
expression of the depth of relations
between the two countries which ex-
isted for long decades.”

He said the Government of the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud and the Emir His Highness
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
were doing their best “for strengthen-
ing the cooperation in all fields and

eliminating any obstacles that may
hinder the relations between the two
countries, through their agreement
signed on September 22 last year.”

Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz said
the participation  of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques in the last
GCC summit held in Doha, and the
visit of the Emir to Riyadh were evi-
dence of the strong relations between
the two countries. 

“When I am in Doha, I feel I am
among my people and my brothers.
The mutual relations between our

countries and peoples can survive
any external and foreign influences.
Our relations will never be severed,”
he said.

On withdrawal of the Saudi Am-
bassador in Qatar, Prince Sultan bin
Abdulaziz said a new ambassador has
been appointed and he has already
started his job in Doha.

He said the establishment of the Gulf
Common Market has proved that the
Gulf countries wre moving in the right

direction to achieve their declared
goals. “Establishing the Gulf Common
Economic Community is one of the
main objectives of the GCC. It started
gradually with the establishment of a
Free Zone in 1983, then the Gulf Cus-
toms Union in 2003, and finally we de-
clared the establishment of the Gulf
Common Market in Doha in 2007.
The establishment of the Gulf Com-
mon Market ensures that we move for-
ward for implementing our targets
with firm and sincere steps,” said
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz.

Asked about the the US-Iranian
tensions on the nuclear issue, he said
all countries must abide by interna-
tional decisions and regulations to
stop proliferation of nuclear
weapons. The GCC has expressed its
hope that the Iranian crisis would be
solved through peaceful means. 

On the GCC states’ desire to ac-
quire nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes, Prince Sultan bin Abdulaz-
iz said: “Acquiring peaceful nuclear
technology according to international
regulations and standards is a legal
right for the GCC states. The GCC
states seek development, not hege-

mony, through such technology. For
this reason, the General Assembly of
the GCC states asked the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
to prepare a primary feasibility study
in this regard. This reflects the eager-
ness of the GCC states for making
use of the nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes like generating electricity
and water desalination.”

When asked about normalising
diplomatic relations between Iraq and
Saudi Arabia, he said, “We in Saudi
Arabia and our brothers in the GCC
states are very keen on establishing
peace and stability and the return of
normal life in Iraq. The Kingdom ex-
pressed its desire to send back its am-
bassador to Baghdad and it sent a del-
egation to evaluate the situation there,
and soon there will be progress in this
regard. We call upon all Iraqi parties to
unite and strengthen their country and
hope that the brotherly Iraq will come
back to its leading position in the Arab
community and its proper place in the
international arena.”

THE PENINSULA
FULL TEXT OF THE INTERVIEW 

ON PAGE 7

Blooming date palms herald onset of summer
BY SATISH KANADY 

Date palms all along the
pavements of Doha have bloomed,
heralding the arrival of summer and
thus, a rise in temperature.

The flowering of date palms varies
from region to region. In Qatar, it nor-
mally happens during late March and
early April, when weather gets warmer.
However, the trees in some farms
which have undergone early pollination
have even come out with tender dates. 

Blossoming takes a month or more
depending on the intensity of the
heat. The hotter the weather, the
shorter will be the blossoming period.
Some date palms blossom twice a
year while the majority take as long
as three months to complete a single
blossoming process.

Dates will ripen with temperatures
touching their highest point, coincid-
ing with the inclement North-Easter-
ly winds lashing the country in July
and September. 

Unlike the date palms in the farms,
the trees on the pavements have to
depend on wind-aided natural polli-
nation. This pollination is erratic due
to the uneven number of male and fe-
male trees on the pavements. Hence
the harvest from these trees is often
unpredictable.

Temperature, rain, humidity, light
and wind are the most important cli-
matic factors which determine the
growth and production of date
palms. The highest production comes
as the result of low humidity, great
isolation and long days in summer.
Dry and hot winds lead to a rapid ma-
turing process leading to fruit desic-
cation, experts say.

Rain during the pollination period
will adversely affect the harvest. Rain
that occurs just after pollination is
considered as a washing agent that
takes away most of the applied
pollen. Another negative effect of the
rain is the low temperature that ac-
companies or follows it.

Qatar has been witnessing a gradual
rise in daily temperatures. The MET
officials have forecast a maximum
temperature of 29 degree Celsius to-
day. This is against 25 degree Celsius

recorded on the corresponding day
during the previous season. 

The minimum temperature level
has also gone up last week. 
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Indian workers 
shun Dubai

Many Indian construction
workers are choosing not to take jobs
in Dubai because their earnings
would be eroded by the UAE
dirham’s peg to the tumbling US  dol-
lar, Middle East Economic Digest
(MEED) reported.  As the US cur-
rency hits record lows against the
euro, the pay differential, for workers,
between India and the UAE has been
reduced to 40 percent. That has cut
into the amount of money Dubai's
workers can send home.

AFP

A new bus shelter erected on Ahmed bin Hambel street at Old Airport in Doha. (SALIM MATRAMKOT)

Terrorists get
tech savvy 

In an internet age, Al
Qaeda prizes geek jihadis as much as
would-be suicide bombers and gun-
men. The terror network is recruiting
computer-savvy technicians to pro-
duce sophisticated Web documen-
taries and multimedia products
aimed at audiences in the US, Britain
and other Western countries.

Already, the terror movement's Al
Sahab production company is turning
out high quality material, some of
which rivals productions by Western
media companies. The documentaries
appear regularly on Islamist websites,
which Al Qaida uses to recruit follow-
ers and rally its supporters.

That requires people whose skills go
beyond planting bombs and ambush-
ing American patrols in Iraq and
Afghanistan. "The Al Qaeda men who
are coming today are not farmers, illit-
erate people," said Qari Mohammad
Yousuf, an Afghan and self-declared Al
Sahab cameraman. “They are Ph Ds,
professors who know about this tech-
nology. Day by day they are coming. Al
Qaida has asked them to come.”

It was impossible to verify Yousuf's
claim, although a former police chief
in Yousuf's home province of Kunduz
verified his links to Al Qaeda and the
Taliban. Yousuf's information has
proven reliable in the past.

Nevertheless, Western experts who
monitor Islamist websites say the
technical quality of Al Qaida postings
— including those from Iraq and
Afghanistan — has dramatically in-
creased from the grainy, amateurish

images that were the hallmark of Al
Sahab's work only a few years ago.

Now, postings are often in three lan-
guages — Arabic, English and Urdu,
the language of Pakistan where Al
Qaeda hopes to draw fresh recruits.
Videos look like professionally edited
documentaries or television news
broadcasts, with flashy graphics, maps
in the background and split screens.
Footage lifted from Arab and Western
television is often interlaced into the
videos — and Al Sahab appears to
have a wide-ranging video library.

“What has changed dramatically is
the quality, with documentaries and
messages sometimes in three langu-
ages,” said Rita Katz, director of SITE
Intelligence Group, a US terrorism re-
search centre. “They are trying to out-
reach to as many people as possible.”

"What is really amazing to me is
watching how would-be terrorists
living in the West are drawn in and
captivated by Al Sahab videos," said
Evan Kohlmann, a terror consultant
for Globalterroralert.com.

At the same time, the number of top
quality Al Qaeda productions is on
the rise. According to the IntelCentre,
a private US counterterrorism organ-
isation, Qaida’s propaganda wing
produced and posted 74 video pro-
grammes last year, an increase of 16
over 2006. "It is clear that significant
resources and efforts are being ex-
pended by Al Sahab to produce and
release more videos than ever before,"
IntelCenter said in a report last year.

AP

An action from the Eighth Qatar Interna-
tional Show Jumping Championship at the
Qatar Equestrian Federation in New Rayyan
yesterday. The show will conclude tomorrow.

March 9, 2008

 The Peninsula today cel-
ebrates its 14th birthday. 
While the mood is cel-

ebratory, it’s both ennobling and 
humbling to look back at the vast 
expanse we have traversed since 
the first edition of The Peninsula 
hit the newsstands on March 9, 
1996.

It’s a tremendous feeling to see 
the stature we have gained and 
the unique niche we have carved 
out for ourselves over the years by 
not only remaining true to highest 
standards of the profession, but 
raising the bar for journalism in 
the country a few notches up. Our 
reporters have ventured into terri-
tory no other media dared tread to 
bring you news that really matters, 
our editors have gone the extra 
mile to make it more immediate 
and accessible to you.

It’s truly humbling to look at how 
we have grown in your esteem 
as a newspaper you can trust 
and respect. That, we believe, is 
because we have remained true 
to our DNA – the sharpest news 
coverage, incisive analyses and 
trenchant commentary from around 
the world, but with firm roots and 
primary focus on life in Qatar. We 
celebrate this day with a sense of 
pride, but we know we have many 
more miles to go. But rest assured, 
we are not the one to ever cease 
evolving.  —Parvez Khusro 
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QR257.37m profit for Ezdan Australia in semi-finals

Ezdan Real Estate Company has posted net 
profits of QR257.37m. Earnings per share (EPS) 
was QR5.28 in 2009 as against QR0.94 in 2008. 

Australia sweated to a 2-1 win over Pakistan 
yesterday to join England in the semi-finals from 
group B in the men’s field hockey World Cup.
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The Prime Minister and Foreign Minister H E Sheikh Hamad bin 
Jassem bin Jabor Al Thani with Iranian Minister of Interior Mustafa 
Mohammad Najjar in Doha yesterday.

Let women 
have more 
say: Official
 DOHA: A senior Qatari official 
in the United Nations, attending 
the fifth Arab-European Human 
Rights Dialogue on Women’s 
Rights which opened here yes-
terday, called for effective laws 
to promote participation of Arab 
women in the political process and 
to raise their economic and social 
status.

Bader Al Dafa, former ambas-
sador of Qatar to the UN, who 
is currently Executive Secretary 
General of the UN Economic and 
Social Commission for West Asia 
(ESCWA) also lamented the lack 
of data on the status of women in 
the Arab world. 

“Arab governments and NGOs 
should work together to improve 
the status of women in the region. 
There is a lack of data to accu-
rately assess the condition of 
women in the Arab world and 
identify their problems. 

“Many countries in the region 
also lack proper legislation that 
ensure representation of women 
in the parliaments and promote 
their political participation,” Al 
Dafa told The Peninsula on the 
sidelines of the conference.

He noted that Iraq has set an 
example for other countries by 

reserving 20 percent represen-
tation for women in the parlia-
ment. “We need laws to protect 
the rights of women to speak for 
themselves on issues concerning 
them. Special educational and 
training programmes are also very 
important in raising the social and 
economic status of women in the 
region. ESCWA has been help-
ing the member countries in this 
regard,” said Al Dafa.

Asked if the situation of women 
in the Gulf states is better com-
pared to that of women in other 
Arab countries, Al Dafa said, “we 
cannot say anything for sure in 
the absence of accurate data.  

The economic prosperity in the 
Gulf region has helped women to 
come forward in various fields. 
Now we see more women in the 
educational field as well as in the 
job market.” Al Dafa, who was 
actively involved in the establish-
ment of the Qatar Foundation 
and the Education City said Qatar 
had made major strides to uplift  
women under the wise leadership 
of the Emir H H Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani and H H 
Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al 
Missned.   THE PENINSULA

See also page 6 

 BY EMME SUELTO

DOHA: Some banks continue 
to levy higher charges for their 
various services and products 
and take customers for a ride in 
blatant violation of the directives 
issued by banking regulators, the 
Qatar Central Bank (QCB).

In a people-friendly gesture, the 
QCB recently came down heavily 
on the local banking industry for 
burdening customers with higher 

service charges and asked them 
to reduce the rates to moderate 
levels.

The Central Bank released a 
table specifying the fee slabs for 
various services and products, 
in effect removing fees for some 
basic banking services like open-
ing an account or issuing an ATM 
card for the first time.

However, after The Peninsula 
published a report on the QCB 
move on February 22, many 

readers have been calling the 
newspaper’s office, complaining 
that several banks have yet to fall 
in line as their charges continue 
to be unchanged and high.

Enquiries by this newspaper 
reveal that entities like Doha 
Bank are fully complying with 
Central Bank directives, but there 
are many banks which do not care 
about the QCB guidelines.

The branch of a foreign bank 
said defiantly it was still deducting 

QR50 from an account if the 
minimum balance of QR1,000 
was not maintained. And to open 
an account, one needs to deposit 
QR5,000 with this bank.

The QCB directed banks in 
its circular that the minimum 
balance must not be more than 
QR500 and a deduction of not 
more than QR10 should be made 
from an account if the balance 
of QR500 was not maintained. 
Another bank said that it was 

still charging QR25 if the mini-
mum balance requirement was 
not met.

However, most banks said they 
were not charging any fee for 
issuing ATM cards to customers 
for the first time.

It is interesting to note that 
most of the complaints received 
by this newspaper from its read-
ers pertain to two famous foreign 
banks which have a global pres-
ence.  THE PENINSULA 

 DOHA:  The Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) and Qtel yesterday 
launched the Fahad bin Jassim Kidney Center to provide high level heal-
ing in a comforting environment. The opening of the centre comes as a 
fitting tribute to kick off a week-long World Kidney Day activities. 

“The Kidney centre aims to secure world class healthcare services as in 
all the HMC hospitals. The Kidney Center will provide the best possible 
service for patients in a relaxing, attractive environment, supported by 
advanced equipment and a highly-trained team of specialists,” said Dr 
Hanan Al Kuwari, Managing Director of HMC.  THE PENINSULA

Full story on page 5 

HMC gets kidney centre

 BY HUDA NV

DOHA: After almost two dec-
ades of waiting, Qatar will today 
release the first editions of its 
print of the Holy Quran (Mus’haf 
Qatar), under the patronage of 
the Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani.  

Once released, it will be the 
latest print of the Holy Book 
available in the Arab and Islamic 
world, prepared after one of the 
biggest international calligraphy 
competitions ever. 

The idea of preparing Mus’haf 
Qatar originated in the 1990s 
and the project came to frui-
tion after a decade, when it got 
approval from the Emir, in May 
2000. With the assistance of a 
reputed Turkish research cen-
tre, an international competition 
of renowned international Arabic 
calligraphers was held in Doha in 
2001 and two calligraphers were 
selected to prepare the new man-
uscripts in 24 months. After the 
comparison between the works of 
the two calligraphers, the work 
by Obaida Al Banki, from Syria, 
was selected. 

The Mus’haf Qatar project 
included three phases — writing, 
editing and printing — supervised 
by a panel comprising experts 
from the Arab and Islamic world. 
The handwritten copy was to be 
thoroughly checked to ensure 
their full conformity with the 
original text of the Quran. The 
manuscripts were ready by June 
2006 and they were submitted 
to the expert panel for the final 
selection. Qatar had set a budget 
of QR25m for printing of the 
Mus’haf Qatar. 

The Qatari-print will be one 
of the foremost both in terms of 
artistic and aesthetic value. 

Al Banki had used natural inks 
for writing and designing decora-
tions. Alongside the launch, Qatar 
Islamic Culture Centre (Fanar) 
will launch ‘Aqlam Expo’ tomor-
row, under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Awqaf.

THE PENINSULA
Continued on page 6 

Some banks violating QCB’s directive on charges

Mus’haf 
Qatar 
release 
today

US eases sanctions on 
Cuba, Iran and Sudan

WASHINGTON: The US 
Treasury Department yesterday 
eased sanctions on Cuba, Iran and 
Sudan to give citizens of those 
countries access to email, instant 
messaging, social networks and 
other Internet-based services.

“Today’s action will enable 
Iranian, Sudanese and Cuban 
citizens to exercise their most 
basic rights,” Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Neal Wolin said.

Lifting the ban on exports of 
software and services “will make 
it easier for individuals to use the 
Internet to communicate,” Wolin 
said in a statement.  AGENCIES

 Maliki leads in 
Iraqi election 

 BAGHDAD: Prime Minister 
Nouri Al Maliki, a Shia who helped 
ease sectarian strife, emerged 
yesterday as the front-runner 
in Iraq’s parliamentary election. 
Maliki polled well according to 
early forecasts from Iraq’s second 
general election since the 2003 
ouster of Saddam Hussein that 
saw millions defy bomb, mortar 
and rocket attacks which killed 
38 people to cast ballots. President 
Obama paid tribute to “the cour-
age and resilience of the Iraqi peo-
ple who once again defied threats 
to advance their democracy.”

Full story on page 10 
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Emir greets
Syrian President
DOHA: The Emir H H Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
yesterday greeted Syrian
President Bashar Al Assad on
his country’s national day. The
Heir Apparent H H Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
also sent a similar greeting to
the Syrian president.

Oman appoints
woman minister
MUSCAT: HM Sultan Qaboos
bin Said of Oman named by
royal decree yesterday Rawya
bint Saud Al Bussaidi as the
new higher education minister,
the country’s first woman min-
ister with portfolio, in a minor
cabinet reshuffle. The
announcement coincided with
International Women’s Day.
Shakoor bint Mohammed Al
Ghammari, a female member
of the Omani  parliament’s
lower house, welcomed the
news. “Doctor Rawya’s appoint-
ment as a full-fledged woman
minister is going to make a differ-
ence in the male-dominated soci-
ety,” she said. The small cabinet
reshuffle saw Bussaidi replacing
Yehya bin Mahfuz Al Monzeri,
who has in turn been appointed
by royal decree as the new presi-
dent of the State Council, the sul-
tanate’s upper house of parlia-
ment. Monzeri replaces Sheikh
Hamoud bin Abdullah Al Harthy,
who died last week.

Sudan puts off trial
of Jazeera scribe
KHARTOUM: A Sudanese court
postponed yesterday the  trial of
television channel Al Jazeera’s
Khartoum bureau chief,
charged with defaming the
state, pending the examination
of procedural irregularities, his
lawyer said. Defence lawyer
Abdul Salam Gizouli told
reporters the court of appeal has
decided to put the trial on hold
in order to study the claim of
the defendant, Al Jazeera
bureau chief Islam Salih, that
the police had no warrant when
they arrested and questioned
him. Salih was arrested in
December and released on bail a
few days  later. His trial opened
on February 28 on charges of
defaming the state, false report-
ing and importing transmission
equipment without paying the
appropriate customs duties.

75,007 behind
bars in Britain
LONDON: Prisons in England
and Wales are close to bursting
point with a record 75,007
men and women behind bars,
even though crime throughout
Britain is on the decline, the
British government said. The
total prison population — just
184 short of what the Prison
Service calls “usable opera-
tional capacity” — was blamed
on excessive use of prison to
punish non-serious offenders.
“Today’s prison population has
reached more than 75,000 for
the first time in history ...
despite the fact that crime has
fallen since 1997,” said Prisons
Minister Paul Goggins.

— AGENCIES
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The Umbrella Thorn (Samr) is chosen
as this year's plant for 'A Flower Each

Spring' programme, held under the
auspices of H H Sheikha Mouzah bint
Nasser Al Missned, wife of the Emir

H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani

Important step towards self-rule, says Bush; Sistani sees it as obstacle

Iraq Council signs interim statute
BAGHDAD: Iraq’s 25-member
Governing Council cast aside its deep
communal and religious differences
yesterday and signed the country’s his-
toric interim constitution after delays
which courted disaster.

US President George W Bush congrat-
ulated Iraqis on their new  interim con-
stitution, calling it “an important step”
towards the June 30 transfer to self-rule.
“I congratulate the Iraqi Governing
Council and the Iraqi people on complet-
ing the Transitional Administrative law
for Iraq,” the  president said in a state-
ment released by the White House. 

Even as the US-picked council
hailed the document as enshrining
basic freedoms after decades of dictato-
rial rule under Saddam Hussein, the
celebratory mood was spoiled when
Iraq’s leading Shi’ite Muslim cleric
denounced the agreement.

Grand Ayatollah Ali Al Sistani called
the legal text “an  obstacle”, stunning
the Governing Council and the
Americans after a Shi’ite delegation
had met him on Sunday to obtain the
influential cleric’s consent for the land-
mark document. 

“Any law drafted for the transitional
period will lack legitimacy unless it is
ratified by an elected national assem-
bly,” warned Sistani, who once steered
clear of politics and devoted his time
solely to spiritual affairs. It was not clear
how the cleric’s ruling would move the
process forward. The US-led coalition
refused to comment on his remarks.

The day had started on a positive
note. Before an audience of prominent
Iraqi and American civilian and mili-
tary officials — including top US
administrator L Paul Bremer — 21 of
the 25 council members signed the
document on an antique desk once
owned by King Faisal I, Iraq’s first
monarch. Representatives of the absent
four signed on their behalf. 

The Council  stepped up one by one
and put their signatures to the docu-
ment, using individual pens provided.
The ceremony, graced with singing chil-
dren costumed in the tribal wear of Iraq’s
rich ethnic tapestry, had marked the end

of two turbulent weeks as the country’s
Shi’ites and Sunnis, Kurds, Turkmen and
Christians made a pointed show of unity.

Security was even tougher, following
a rocket attack near to the conference
hall. Helicopters buzzed overhead. On
the ground, sniffer dogs checked every
bag, box, camera and tape recorder
brought into the building.

The charter, which includes a 13-
article bill of rights, enshrines Islam as
one of the bases of law and outlines the
shape of a parliament and presidency
as well as a federal structure for the
country. Billed as the most liberal in the
Arab world, it will remain in effect until
the permanent constitution is approved
in late 2005. 

Iraqi and US officials still must agree
on a method to create the government
that will take power on June 30 and
serve until national elections due by

January 31 — a task that will likely
need help from the United Nations.
Expanding the Governing Council to
include groups and parties not current-
ly represented is one option, but a selec-
tion process must first be agreed. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell,
addressing a gathering in Washington for
International Women’s Day, praised the
Iraqi people. “Read what it says about
democracy, rights, liberty and what the
new Iraq will look like,” he said.  

In speeches before the signing,
council members praised the constitu-
tion, with their current president
Mohammed Bahr Ulum calling it a “his-
toric moment, decisive in the history of
our glorious Iraqi people”. “It is the first
stone on which a new, free and democ-
ratic Iraq will be built, respectful of
human rights,” he said.

Iraq’s Kurds, whom other ethnic

groups suspect of harbouring a  sepa-
ratist agenda, also sounded a concilia-
tory note. “There is no doubt that this
document will strengthen Iraqi  unity
in a way never seen before,” said
Kurdish leader Massud Barzani, whose
community has warred with Iraq peri-
odically since the country’s inception.
“This is the first time that we Kurds feel
that we are citizens of Iraq.”

Bremer applauded from the audi-
ence. “Not everybody got everything
they wanted in this law, but that is the
way democracy works,” Bremer said.
Ibrahim Jaffari, a council member from
the fundamentalist Dawa  party read a
statement signed by 12 of the body’s
13 Shiite members, saying they had
dropped their demands for revisions in
the name of the national interest.

— AGENCIES

SEE ALSO PAGE 4 ➤

DOHA: The First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister H E Sheikh Hamad
bin Jassem bin Jabor Al Thani
will deliver a keynote address
today at the opening session in
London of the Second Annual
Conference on Finance and
Investment in Qatar.

Sources said, Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassim will focus
on Qatar’s foreign policy. The
Second Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Energy and
Industry H E Abdullah bin
Hamad Al Attiyah will also
address the meet, focusing on
Qatar’s rapid emergence on
the world energy scene.

Minister of Finance H E
Yousuf Hussain Kamal,
Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Agriculture H E Ali bin
Saad Al Kuwari, Minister of
Economy and Commerce H E
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Ahmed bin Jassem Al Thani,
Qatar Central Bank Governor
H E Abdullah bin Khalid Al
Attiyah, Qatargas Chairman
Faisal Al Suweidi, Chairman
of Qatar Tourism Authority
and Qatar Airways CEO Akbar
Al Baker, Foreign
Undersecretary and Incharge
of Middle East in the UK gov-
ernment Baroness Simmons
and Royal Dutch Petroleum
Company Managing Director
Malcolm Brinded, and other
senior officials from Qatar and
major British companies, will
speak at the conference.

The first day of the two-day
conference will feature sessions
on financing energy projects in
Qatar, infrastructure projects in
Qatar, developing the stock
markets, and the rapid growth
in the tourism sector. It will also
deal with the economic poli-
cies, marketing of Qatari gas

and the pace of privatisation in
the State. Special emphasis will
be laid on the developments
regarding the gas-to-liquid
(GTL) projects and their future
potential.

Tomorrow, the Royal
Institute for International
Affairs in London will organise
a lecture by H E Sheikh Hamad
bin Jassem bin Jabor Al Thani
on “Qatar and the Future of the
International Community”.
The Minister will speak about
Qatar’s growing role on the
world stage and its contribu-
tion in economic, social and
cultural fields. The country’s
efforts at promoting peace and
stability in the region, will also
be highlighted. The Minister is
also expected to hold a series of
meetings with senior func-
tionaries in the Tony Blair gov-
ernment, including the minis-
ters of foreign affairs and
defence.

Meanwhile, Nasser bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Qatar’s
Ambassador to the UK, told
Al Sharq in London that the
conference was part of the
State’s policy to introduce its
investment potential to for-
eign markets. He said there is
every likelihood of some
investment deals being struck
on the sidelines of the event.

Reflecting on the previous
conference, the ambassador
said one of the major achieve-
ments was to create the ground
for strengthening partnerships
with British and other Euopean
businessmen and investors.
The UK will very soon be one of
the European countries import-
ing Qatari gas. “We intend to
give permanence to this confer-
ence by making it a biennial
affair,” he said.

— THE PENINSULA

KUWAIT: Ten Kuwaiti parlia-
ment members yesterday sub-
mitted a no-confidence
motion against Finance
Minister Mahmoud Al Nuri
over allegations of misman-
agement and squandering
public money, a move which
could cost him his job.

Under the motion, parlia-
ment gives the minister two
weeks to submit his resignation
before the 50-man assembly
meets to officially vote on
whether to withdraw confidence
from Nuri. Twenty-five votes are
enough to force a minister out.

Nuri was accused for
allowing the sale of state land
below market prices which
cost the treasury 98m dinars
($333m), and failing to act to
withdraw anti-Islamic Kuwaiti
investments from Lebanon’s
Casino du Liban. 

He was also accused of fail-
ure to act against state-run
Kuwait Airways’ chief for sign-
ing an out-of-court settlement
with Iraqi Airways, forgoing
some $750m.

— REUTERS

HARARE: Zimbabwe held a
US-registered cargo plane yes-
terday which the government
said had been carrying sus-
pected mercenaries and a
cargo of military gear — but
whose origin and destination
were a mystery.

The ageing Boeing 727-100
aircraft was impounded on
Sunday evening at Harare
International Airport “after its
owners had made a false dec-
laration of its cargo and crew”,
Home Affairs (Interior)
Minister Kembo Mohadi said .

“The plane was actually
carrying 64 suspected merce-
naries of various nationali-
ties,” Mohadi said, adding an

investigation had also found
military material.

Authorities said no formal
charges had been laid. In
Washington, State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher told
reporters: “We have no indication
this aircraft is connected to the US
government.” The Pentagon also
denied a connection with the air-
craft. “It isn’t one of our planes
and not any of our people,” said
Pentagon spokesman Army
Major Paul Swiergosz.

Mohadi said investigations
were under way to establish the
identities of the passengers and
the nature of their trip. Mohadi
said a fuller statement would be
released later. Footage on state

television showed a white plane
with the code N4610 painted
on the body. Several army per-
sonnel were shown sifting
through equipment including
what appeared to be army
boots, communication radios
and sleeping bags.

US Federal Aviation
Administration records show
N4610 to be a 727 freighter reg-
istered to Dodson Aviation Inc
based in Ottawa, Kansas.
Dodson Aviation said it sold the
plane in question about a week
ago to an African company
called Logo Ltd. There was no
word on where the plane arrived
from, or whether Zimbabwe was
its intended destination.

State television said officials
had refused to disclose the
nationalities and identities of
the passengers. A ZBC reporter
said all the men were heavily-
built and most of them were
white.  Reporters were taken
aboard the plane to look at the
cargo, which included a rubber
dinghy, military uniforms, wire
cutters, armour, compasses and
other military hardware. TV
footage showed satellite phones
and military knives.

“There was a false declara-
tion by the captain and also
investigations are leading in that
direction that these are possible
mercenaries,” an official said.

— REUTERS

COLOMBO: A breakaway fac-
tion of Tamil Tiger  rebels yes-
terday played down fears of
renewed bloodshed in Sri
Lanka as a Norwegian peace
envoy arrived here in a bid to
salvage the faltering bid to
end ethnic strife.

Sri Lanka’s eastern district
of Batticaloa where breakaway
leader V Muralitharan holds
sway was paralysed by a one-
day strike called to express sup-
port for him while heightening
fears of a factional war, resi-
dents said. Thousands of peo-
ple took to the streets and
burnt an effigy of Prabhakaran
in the first ever open defiance
of the LTTE leader. 

Roman Catholic Bishop
Kingsley Swamipillai, who
tried to bring about a settle-
ment between the two factions,
was told by the main Tiger
leadership that they would
resolve the dispute peacefully. 

LTTE’s political wing leader
S P Thamilselvan on Saturday
said  an amnesty was available
to the renegade leader who is
better known as Karuna.

However, he had already
rejected the offer and is refus-
ing to step down. 

A spokesman for Karuna
said they too wanted to avoid
violence but reserved the right
to self-defence. “We will try
every possibility to avoid inter-
nal clashes,” Karuna’s
spokesman Varadan, who uses
only one name, said. “We don’t
want to see any more blood-
shed on our soil, but it depends
on the Wanni leadership.”

He said the faction would
consider a “friendly partnership”
with the rebels’ northern leaders
but added Karuna would never
be subordinate to rebel chief
Velupillai Prabhakaran.  

He said they were also ready
to open talks with Norwegian
special envoy Erik Solheim. It
was not immediately clear if
Solheim would meet with
Karuna, a move that would
amount to official recognition of
his faction, but the renegade
leader said he was prepared to
hold talks on a fresh accord.

— AGENCIES
SEE ALSO PAGE 9 ➤

RIYADH: A prominent Saudi judge, in a fatwa,
has forbidden people to watch or contribute to
the US-backed satellite channel Al Hurra, say-
ing it promotes Washington’s global hegemony,
Al Hayat newspaper said yesterday.

Sheikh Ibrahim bin Nasser Al Khudeiri
declared that watching Al Hurra, working for it,
advertising on it or even writing to it were all
haram (forbidden) because it was a “channel
that causes corruption”, the newspaper said.
“People working for it are considered American
agents,” he told Al Hayat. “Its goal is to facilitate
American hegemony over the religious, political
and social spheres in the world.”

The Arabic language Alhurra (The Free One)
began broadcasting to the Middle East last

month, trying to improve the image of the
United States. “It is a channel directed to the
Arabs with the aim of weakening them and con-
trolling them,” Khudeiri said. Several Saudis
said they believed viewers would make their
own minds up about Alhurra.

The judge’s ban follows a scathing attack on
Alhurra by Sheikh Abdulrahman Al Sudeis, Imam of
the Grand Mosque in Makkah. Sudeis told worship-
pers at Friday prayers that the West was waging an
ideological war on Muslims and that Al Hurra aimed
at sowing doubt among Muslims, especially women,
over Islamic teachings. “It spreads intellectual chaos
and destroys the correct thinking of the Islamic
nation and its cultural heritage,” Sudeis said.

— REUTERS

VIENNA: The United States
accused Iran yesterday of con-
stantly changing its story
about its nuclear activities,
and the head of the UN atom-
ic watchdog rejected an
Iranian call to stop investigat-
ing the country.

Iran said it was the victim of
a “war of propaganda” over its
nuclear programme, which it
insists is purely for generating
electricity but which Washin-
gton says is geared towards
building an atomic bomb.

The clashing statements
came as governors of the UN
watchdog, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
opened a meeting at which they
will vote on resolutions on Iran’s
and Libya’s previously unde-
clared nuclear programmes.

Disagreement centred on
Tehran’s failure to mention, in
a declaration late last year,
that it had designs for

advanced “P2” centrifuges
capable of producing highly
enriched uranium for use in a
nuclear reactor or, potentially,
an atomic weapon. 

Iranian ambassador Pirooz
Hosseini said Iranian officials
had been misquoted by the
media last year as saying the
October dossier was intended
to be exhaustive. “At the
time...we were not obliged to
announce everything,” he said.

US ambassador Kenneth
Brill disputed Hosseini’s com-
ments, saying Iran had pledged
at the time that the declaration
would be open and complete.
“I think it’s striking that the
more the (IAEA) learns, the
more the Iranians have to
change their stories,” he told
reporters. “There’s a large num-
ber of very significant out-
standing issues that still need
to be dealt with.”

— REUTERS

Members of the Iraqi Governing Council at the signing ceremony of the interim constitution in Baghdad yesterday.
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Lebanese first lady Andree Lahoud (left) and Syrian first lady
Asma Assad (second left) touring Beirut yesterday. First ladies
from the Arab world opened a conference under the theme
“Woman and Armed Conflicts” to mark International Women’s
Day. They urged a greater role for women in order to achieve
peace and prosperity in the region. Among other first ladies
attending the meet are Queen Rania of Jordan; Suzanne
Mubarak, wife of Egypt’s president; and Sheikha Sabika Al
Khalifa, wife of the Bahraini king.  SEE ALSO PAGE 7 ➤
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Emir to visit
Kuwait today
DOHA: The Emir H H Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
is scheduled to visit Kuwait
today, the Emiri Diwan anno-
unced yesterday. The Emir
will hold talks with the Emir
of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al
Ahmad Al Sabah on the cur-
rent developments in the
region.

Bahraini women
rally against war
MANAMA: Nearly 200 wom-
en marked International
Women’s Day with an anti-
war protest at the UN office
here yesterday. The protesters
expressed their solidarity
with both Iraqis, who face the
threat of a US-led invasion to
topple the regime of Presid-
ent Saddam Hussein, and the
Palestinians, locked in a 29-
month-old conflict with
Israel. There were also sever-
al foreign women at the rally
organised by the newly creat-
ed Bahraini Women’s Union.

Militants blow up
Indian oil refinery
GUWAHATI: Separatist rebels
blew up a large petrol storage
tank and bombed a gas pipe-
line in India’s oil-rich Assam
state yesterday. The guerrillas
blew up the tank at the Dig-
boi refinery, India’s oldest
which is operated by state-
controlled Indian Oil Corp,
located 500km east of Guw-
ahati, Assam’s main city. “Op-
erations at the refinery have
been suspended but we hope
to restart once the fire is put
out,” a senior IOC official
said. The storage tank had a
capacity of five million litres.
Another blast ripped through
part of a natural-gas pipeline
near a gas-collection centre at
Duliajan, near the refinery.
The United Liberation Front
of Asom (Ulfa) claimed res-
ponsibility for the attacks and
threatened to carry out simi-
lar strikes in the future. 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 14 ➤

Man with snake on
flight creates panic
NEW DELHI: A passenger
was offloaded after he tried
to feed milk to his pet snake
on a flight in southern India,
a report said yesterday. Hajmi
Chanda of Delhi had boarded
the flight from the western
tourist state of Goa, with his
pet animal in his hand bag-
gage. Scared passengers rais-
ed an alarm and called the
crew when Chanda tried to
feed milk to the snake, the
Press Trust of India news
agency reported. Chanda told
the crew that the redsand boa
he bought from Goa for
Rs1,000 ($20) was non-poi-
sonous. Ignoring his protests,
the crew offloaded the pass-
enger along with the snake
when the flight touched
down next. 

Swapping places
at 50mph
BERLIN: A German couple
stunned highway police when
they were spotted changing
places behind the wheel
while driving at 50 miles per
hour, police said. “It’s not a
trick I would recommend,”
said a police spokeswoman.
Police found the Mercedes
contained a sleeping baby,
the spokeswoman said. 

— AGENCIES

News In Brief

Qatar makes
insurance cover
mandatory for
private firms

DOHA: Qatar has made it
mandatory for private com-
mercial, industrial and service
establishments to have insur-
ance cover for workers and
assets against general acci-
dents, including fire, to be eli-
gible for renewal or new com-
mercial registration.

The Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Agriculture, H E
Ali bin Saad Al Kuwari, has
directed the undersecretary
concerned at the Ministry that
existing commercial registra-
tion of an establishment
should not be renewed if there
is no insurance for workers
and assets against general
accidents.

In a memorandum for-
warded to the undersecretary
on March 4, the Minister has
said that new applicants for
commercial registration
should also not be issued the
licence if the risks to their
workers and assets are not
covered.

The move is aimed at pro-
tecting the interests of owners
of properties as well as work-
ers against destruction or
damage to life and property in
the event of a fire or flooding
or any other accident in a
shop, industrial installation or
workshop.

— THE PENINSULA

The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani and UAE President H H Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan holding talks at Al Bahr
Palace in Abu Dhabi yesterday. The two leaders discussed bilateral ties, besides reviewing the latest developments in the region and
the world.

Iraq acting out a charade: US

Baghdad calls
for end to UN

sanctions
BAGHDAD: President Saddam
Hussein called on the UN
Security Council yesterday to
lift 12 years of sanctions
against Iraq, saying inspectors’
reports showed his country
had fulfilled its disarmament
commitments.

In a statement after a meet-
ing chaired by Saddam, the
Iraqi leadership made a set of
demands it said the Security
Council should implement
after Friday’s reports by chief
UN weapons inspectors Hans
Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei.

“The embargo against Iraq
should be lifted totally and
comprehensively after Ameri-
ca’s motives were revealed to
the world and after Iraq abid-
ed by Security Council resolu-
tions,” the statement said.

The statement also deman-
ded that the Security Council
denounce the United States
and Britain as “liars”, strip
Israel of its alleged weapons of
mass destruction and force it
to pull out of “Palestine and
occupied Arab land”.

However, US President Ge-
orge W Bush said that Iraq
was acting out a “willful cha-
rade” to thwart UN inspectors
and that he was ready to wage
war if necessary to disarm and
topple Saddam.

“As a last resort, we must
be willing to use military for-
ce. We are doing everything
we can to avoid war in Iraq.
But if Saddam Hussein does
not disarm peacefully, he will
be disarmed by force,” he said
in his weekly radio address.

Bush also stepped up pres-
sure on the Security Council to
approve a new resolution pav-
ing the way for military act-
ion, saying that Baghdad has
shown no intention of comply-
ing with UN demands.

“Inspection teams do not
need more time, or more per-
sonnel — all they need is what

they have never received, the
full cooperation of the Iraqi
regime. The only acceptable
outcome is total disarmament.”

In Moscow, a top foreign mi-
nistry official said Russia would
block the passage of a second
resolution, doing “everything it
can” to prevent it passing.

Russia’s Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov also warned that “if
the US unilaterally launched a
military operation against Iraq,
it would be a violation of the
UN charter,” in which case the
Security Council would have to
“make appropriate decisions.”

Meanwhile, the US Congre-
ssional Budget Office forecast
that mounting a war may cost
an extra $24bn by the end of
the first month’s fighting.

— THE PENINSULA
SEE ALSO PAGES 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 15 & 16 ➤

GAZA CITY: The Israeli army
struck a heavy blow to the rad-
ical Hamas yesterday, killing
its security chief and three of
his bodyguards in a helicopter
attack on the man’s car here, a
day after Hamas carried out
deadly assault on a Jewish set-
tlement.

The attack, which also left
10 school children and a body-
guard wounded, drew a swift
and chilling response from
Hamas’ military wing, the
Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades,
which said it would now target
Israeli political leaders.

It also came as Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
policy makers were gathering
in Ramallah to approve creat-
ing the post of Palestinian
prime minister.

Ibrahim Maqadmeh and his
bodyguards were killed when
gunships fired several rockets
at their car shortly after 8am.

Witnesses said the vehicle

was torn apart by the blast and
that charred body parts were
scattered over the ground.

“Two helicopter missiles
were fired at the car and two
at the ground. I saw limbs and
pieces of head flying off,” said
Abdullah Aleh.

Firefighter Abu Eyad said
“the car was on fire and people
were trying to put it out. The
sight was really awful, with
small chopped body parts
everywhere. It was a massacre
in the real sense of the word.”

Israel acknowledged killing
Maqadmeh, who military so-
urces said “was one of Hamas’
founders and one of its milita-
ry wing’s leaders; he was am-
ong the most radical within
Hamas.”

A crowd of at least 50,000
people, including masked gun-
men and others carrying mock
Hamas-manufactured Qassam
rockets, accompanied the men’s
funeral procession in Gaza City,

vowing revenge.
A voice blaring over loud-

speakers said the Brigades
would avenge their deaths, as
a statement pledging to target
Israel’s political class was ha-
nded to people in the march.

The statement said their
“priority is to target Zionist
political leaders.” 

Two other Hamas militants
killed as they attempted to
infiltrate a northern West Bank
Jewish settlement overnight
were also buried yesterday.

Meanwhile, in the Gaza St-
rip, the Israeli army was mob-
ilising for what appeared to be
a major reoccupation of its
northern neighbourhoods. 

Israeli armour and bulldoz-
ers deployed around Jabalya,
Beit Hanun and Beit Lahia on
Thursday night, digging trenc-
hes in the roads to restrict
movement in the area.

— AGENCIES
SEE ALSO PAGE 5 ➤

WASHINGTON: The nephew
of Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf was released on
Friday by US immigration
officials after being held for
16 days for violating his visa.

Aamir Javed Musharraf’s
six-month visa was issued in
1994.

Musharraf was detained
on February 19 when he
went to register at an immi-
gration office in Memphis,
Tennessee. 

He was required to regis-
ter under an anti-terrorism
programme that targets
male citizens of a number of
countries including Pakistan.

“He reported ... on Febru-
ary 19 as required by law
and he was detained becau-
se he had overstayed his
visa,” said Bill Strassberger,
spokesman for the Bureau of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

Musharraf was released
on Friday but his case is still
being decided. He could be
deported back to Pakistan or
allowed to stay in the United
States.

He was one of about
1,745 foreigners in the Uni-
ted States who were detain-
ed after registering under the
anti-terrorism programme.

The length of Mushar-
raf’s detention — 16 days —
is about average, Strassber-
ger said.

As of March 4, 122,510
people had registered under
the controversial programme
that has been criticised for
unfairly targetting Middle
Eastern men.

The programme requires
the visitors to be fingerprint-
ed and photographed when
they first enter the United
States. 

Foreign visitors from the
targetted countries who
were already in the United
States were required to regis-
ter at immigration centres by
specific dates.

The move has come in for
severe criticism from the tar-
getted countries. 

— REUTERS

LONDON: The British govern-
ment is preparing emergency
legislation to provide insuran-
ce for airlines flying to the Mi-
ddle East if their insurers
withdraw cover in the event of
war with Iraq, the Financial
Times reported yesterday.

Insurers cancelled cover
for airlines after the Septemb-
er 11 attacks, forcing the gov-
ernment to underwrite emerg-
ency insurance to ensure they
were not grounded. 

But that underwriting agr-
eement expired in October
and airlines are again using
privately provided insurance.

The Financial Times quoted
unnamed government sources
as saying ministers were prep-
aring the legislation.

“We are aware of the dan-
gers and there’s a contingency
plan,” an official was quoted
as telling the Financial Times.

— REUTERS

Musharraf
kin caught
up in US

visa breach

Israelis kill top Hamas leaderUK planning war
cover for airlines

WASHINGTON: A former US
ambassador to Yemen would
be named as the interim admi-
nistrator of the Baghdad region
under a US plan for a post-war
reconstruction of Iraq, US offi-
cials said on Friday.

The plan calls for dividing
Iraq into three sectors with
each being run by a separate
administrator. Overseeing the
effort will be retired general
Jay Garner, who is heading
the Pentagon’s Office of Rec-
onstruction and Humanitari-
an Affairs.

The central sector that
includes Baghdad would be
administered by Barbara Bo-
dine, the former US ambas-
sador to Yemen, the officials
said. The other two adminis-
trators would be retired gen-
erals F J “Buck” Walters and
Bruce Moore, an official said.

— AFP

US plans to divide
and rule Iraq
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Ezdan Holding’s 
net profit jumps 
by 289.45pc

L
ast week, Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE and Bahrain 
withdrew their ambas-

sadors from Qatar accusing 
Doha of not implementing 
a GCC agreement not to 
interfere in 
each other’s 
i n t e r n a l 
affairs. The 
move was 
necessary 
‘to protect 
our secu-
rity and 
stability’, 
they said.

Reacting to this unprece-
dented move, Qatar’s cabinet 
said the action had “noth-
ing to do with their national 
interests and security and 
stability, but there are differ-
ences of opinion on a number 
of issues outside the Gulf 
Cooperation Council”. 

Actually what has hap-
pened is a repercussion of 
the Arab Spring. The situ-
ation in Bahrain is not get-
ting better, with more people 
dying and the reforms going 
very slow; Saudi has no role in 
the Arab Spring except their 
involvement in Syria; and the 
UAE has been overreacting 
to activities of its own people.

In this context, the recall 
decision is a calculated move 
to take the region back to the 
pre-Arab Spring days because 
Saudi Arabia has lost its lead-
ership role in the Middle East. 

Continued on page 7

Khalid Al Sayed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Why did GCC  
states pull 
their envoys?

Emiratis, Saudis 
in Qatari media 
face restrictions
UAE asks Jazeera journalists to quit
DOHA: The tensions created 
by the surprise recall of  ambas-
sadors of three GCC countries 
— Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Bahrain — from Qatar seem to 
be escalating, with the UAE ask-
ing all its citizens working with 
Qatari media outlets to resign 
from their jobs immediately.

The ban is specifically directed 
at all UAE citizens working with 
Al Jazeera network, Al Sharq 
reports. 

In a related move, Saudi 
Arabia’s Ministry of Information 
has issued a decision banning 
Saudi writers and columnists 
from writing for Qatari newspa-
pers, said the daily.

In an immediate fallout of the 
UAE order,  two Emirati journal-
ists of Al Jazeera sports channel 
— Fares Awad and Ali Al Kaabi 
— have cancelled their work con-
tracts with the channel. Both 
have been working for the chan-
nel for long. 

“Ten years of work in a pro-
fessional environment with you 
will remain in my heart for ever. 
Goodbye colleagues,” Al Kaabi was 
quoted as saying in a posting on 
his Twitter account.

Several Qataris and other GCC 
citizens have expressed shock over 
the latest development because the 
three GCC states had said in their 
joint statement that they cared 
about the welfare of  people of the 

GCC countries including Qatar.
“ Politics is like a ghost chas-

ing us (the Arabs) unfortunately,” 
said a posting in reaction to the 
report posted on an Arabic web-
site about the resignation of the 
Al Jazeera journalists. “The rift 
has started,” commented another.

Meanwhile, an Arabic news 
agency — Quds Press — quoted a 
Qatari source as saying that the 
decision of the three GCC coun-
tries will not change the Qatari 
foreign policy , nor force it to with-
draw from the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, according to Al Sharq.

The source also assured that 
the issue will not reach that level 
because the main difference is 
about the stand on the develop-
ments in Egypt. Qatar is only 
complying with its principles 
about hosting people and per-
sonalities who seek shelter in the 
country, said the source.

Such principles exist in all the 
GCC countries, added the source. 
For instance, the UAE hosted 
supporters of Mubarak regime 
and Saudi Arabia  hosted Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali (former Tunisian 
president). Those in Qatar are 
not political leaders. They entered 
the country long before the mili-
tary takeover in Egypt. Qatar will 
never change its stance on what 
is going on in Arab countries, the 
source was quoted as saying.

THE PENINSULA

KUALA LUMPUR: A 
Malaysia Airlines flight carry-
ing 227 passengers and 12 crew 
was presumed to have crashed 
off the Vietnamese coast yes-
terday, and European officials 
said two people on board were 
using false identities.

There were no reports of bad 
weather and no sign of why the 
Boeing 777-200ER would have 
vanished from radar screens 
about an hour after it took off 
from Kuala Lumpur for Beijing.

By the early hours today, there 
were no confirmed signs of the 
plane or any wreckage, well over 
24 hours after it went missing. 
Operations will continue through 
the night, officials said. There 

were no indications of sabotage 
nor claims of a terrorist attack. 

Vietnam said its rescue planes 
had spotted two large oil slicks, 
about 15km long, and a column 
of smoke off its coastline. 

But the passenger manifest 
issued by the airline included 
the names of two Europeans — 
Austrian Christian Kozel and 
Italian Luigi Maraldi — who, 
according to their foreign minis-
tries, were not in fact on the plane.

Austrian police had found the 
man safe at home. The passport 
was stolen two years ago while 
he was travelling in Thailand. 
Rome said no Italian was on the 
plane either, despite the inclu-
sion of Maraldi’s name on the list. 

His mother, Renata Lucchi, told 
Reuters his passport was pre-
sumed stolen, in Thailand in 2013. 

John Goglia, a former board 
member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, 
the US agency that investigates 
plane crashes, said the false 
identities of the two passengers 
strongly suggested the possibil-
ity of a bomb. “That’s a big red 
flag,” he said.

The airline said people of 14 
nationalities were among the 227 
passengers, including at least 152 
Chinese, 38 Malaysians, seven 
Indonesians, six Australians, five 
Indians, four French and three 
Americans.  REUTERS

See also page 12

A relative of a passenger on board Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 cries as she talks on her mobile phone at the 
Beijing Capital International Airport yesterday.

Airliner missing, 239 feared dead
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Crackdown on illegal 
partitioned villas soon
Inspectors to verify violations before action 
DOHA: The municipalities are 
gearing up to clamp down on 
illegally partitioned villas and 
apartments in a fresh initia-
tive aimed at ensuring people’s 
safety.

Different departments of the 
municipalities will be coordi-
nating their efforts in the latest 
push against illegally partitioned 
houses for residential or any 
other purpose.

Buildings in which modifica-
tions have been made without 
seeking due approval from the 
municipalities concerned will also 
be covered in the crackdown.

But there must be a complaint, 
with proof if possible, and that 
would be verified first before a 
suspected house is raided, local 
Arabic daily Al Arab reported 
yesterday.

Civic inspectors on the prowl 
could, for instance, try to assess 
if a villa or a building has been 
illegally partitioned or structural 
alterations have been carried out 

inside it illegally, from its exterior, 
by looking at the number of cars 
parked outside or air-conditioners 
fitted on its walls.

These things are visible from 
outside a building and they can 
give a clue as to the number of 
people living in a villa or an apart-
ment building.

This way it is easy to guess if 
a particular building with apart-
ments or a villa has been illegally 

partitioned, the daily said quoting 
civic sources.

The inspectors will, however, 
respect the privacy of families 
occupying these units, the daily 
added without giving further 
details.

Qatari law, for instance, doesn’t 
allow government officials to raid 
a house without permission from 
the Public Prosecution.

The law regulating the safety 
of buildings was issued last year, 
apparently, to enable civic author-
ities to clamp down on illegally 
partitioned villas and apartments 
which have been mushrooming 
all over due to rising demand for 
housing and shortages.

The law amended a previous 
such legislation that was enforced 
some 31 years ago, in 1984.

Limited-income expatriate 
families and individuals mostly 
rely on illegally partitioned 
houses due to skyrocketing rents 
of independent residential units.

THE PENINSULA

Yemen’s defence minister 
flees Sana’a to Aden
ADEN: Yemen’s defence minister was to resume his duties from 
second city Aden yesterday after defecting from the Shiite militia 
which controls the capital, a source in the president’s office said.

General Mahmud Subaihi’s overnight escape from Sana’a follows that 
of Western-backed President Abdrabuh Mansur Hadi, who has called 
on ministers to join him in the southern port city to reestablish the 
government. The minister reached Aden unharmed but at least one 
of his guards was killed in a firefight with Houthi militiamen during 
the escape, a military source said.

The militia had named Subaihi head of a new security committee 
when they completed their seizure of power in Sana’a in February. State 
television in Aden broadcast footage of Subaihi later being greeted by 
local authorities and tribal leaders in his home village of Huaireb, 20km 
from Aden. The government in which Subaihi served tendered its res-
ignation under militia pressure in January but it was never accepted. 
Prime minister Khalid Bahah and most other ministers remain under 
house arrest in the capital. AFP

69-year-old 
man tested 
positive 
for MERS
DOHA: A 69-year-old Qatari 
man with a history of chronic 
illness has tested positive for 
the Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome (MERS), the 
Supreme Council of Health 
(SCH) said yesterday. 

The patient remains admitted 
at the Intensive Care Unit of the 
Hamad General Hospital in criti-
cal condition, said the SCH.

This is the third confirmed 
MERS case in the country since 
the beginning of this year.

The patient had been suffer-
ing from fever for a few days and 
later developed sore throat and 
cough and referred to the Hamad 
General Hospital. 

The patient was diagnosed 
with pneumonia and subsequently 
MERS during tests conducted at 
the national reference laboratory. 

The SCH has urged the pub-
lic to follow all the recommended 
prevention and control measures 
against MERS.

As a general precaution, people 
visiting farms, markets, barns, or 
other places where animals are 
present have been advised to 
practice general hygiene, includ-
ing regular hand washing before 
and after touching animals, 
and avoiding contact with sick 
animals.

People with diabetes, renal 
failure and chronic lung disease, 
and immunocompromised per-
sons are considered to be at high 
risk of severe disease from MERS 
infection. 

Therefore, such people should 
avoid contact with camels, drink-
ing raw camel milk or eating 
meat that has not been properly 
cooked, said the SCH.

THE PENINSULA

QR200,000 raffle draw prizes remain unclaimed
DOHA: The next time you fill 
in a raffle coupon to win a prize 
at a commercial outlet make 
sure you have written your 
name and contact number or 
email correctly.

Prizes worth QR200,000 
($55,000) that include items like 
TV sets and phones, electrical 
appliances and even gold coins 
remain unclaimed by winners 

in raffle draws held by different 
commercial outlets.

The Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce that conducted a raid 
on outlets to know the results of 
raffle draws they held as part of 
promotion in recent times, discov-
ered that items worth QR200,000 
won by people lay unclaimed. The 
Ministry has collected the items 
from these outlets and will now 

make sure that they are given away 
to the local charities since there 
are no claimants for them. The 
prizes total 300 and they include 
electrical and home appliances, TV 
sets, mobile phone handsets, gold 
coins as well as cash vouchers.

The prizes, according to the 
Ministry, could not be collected by 
many of the winners because they 
wrote their names and contact 

details on raffle coupons wrongly.
In several other cases the 

coupons had names and contact 
numbers but the information was 
incorrect, the Ministry said. It 
has urged people to pay attention 
and fill in the raffle coupons with 
care. The Ministry has a depart-
ment that provides approvals to 
commercial outlets to hold raffle 
draws as part of promotion. The 

department has detailed record.
Its officials recently launched 

an inspection campaign to see if 
the prizes of those draws were 
given away to the winners. The 
Ministry said it is its job to make 
sure that if a commercial outlet 
holds a raffle draw it gives away 
the prizes on offer to the winners.

Continued on page 5
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Saudi outpaces 
India as top 
defence buyer
LONDON: Saudi Arabia 
overtook India in 2014 as the 
world’s biggest importer of 
defence equipment, according 
to a study published yester-
day by respected analysts IHS 
Jane’s. Global defence trade 
currently stands at $64.4bn, 
said the report. The figure has 
been driven by “unparallelled 
demand from the emerging 
economies for military aircraft 
and an escalation of regional 
tensions in the Middle East 
and Asia Pacific,” IHS expert 
Ben Moores said.

The report, which examines 
the defence market across 65 
countries, found that Saudi 
Arabia spent more than $6.4bn 
on defence kit in 2014, overtak-
ing India on $5.57bn.

Saudi Arabian imports 
increased by 54 percent over the 
past year and the study predicts 
that one out of every $7 spent 
on defence exports in 2015 will 
be spent by the kingdom.

Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) together 
imported $8.6bn of defence 
equipment in 2014, more than 
the imports of Western Europe 
combined. The United States 
maintained its position as the 
top exporter, shipping $23.7bn 
of equipment, ahead of Russia 
on $10bn. AFP

Emir meets South Korea President

Emir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani hosted a luncheon banquet 
in honour of visiting President of the Republic of South Korea Park Geun-
hye and the accompanying delegation at the Emiri Diwan yesterday.
 See also page 2

Messi with son

Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi holds his son Thiago Messi 
before the Spanish league football match FC Barcelona vs Rayo Vallecano 
at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona yesterday.  See also page 28

Solar Impulse 2 trip today
ABU DHABI: Two Swiss pilots 
are expected to embark today 
morning on the first attempt to 
fly around the world in a plane 
propelled only by the sun.

Bertrand Piccard and André 
Borschberg will take turns piloting 
the single seater Solar Impulse 2 
for 35,000km over 12 legs, includ-
ing gruelling five- to six-day stints 
across the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans. The entire journey will 
take five months. The pilots will 
endure roughly 250 hours each 

inside a narrow cockpit with no 
oxygen or temperature control. 
Temperatures outside will range 
between -40C to 40C.

Falling asleep for long periods 
will be impossible as the flight will 
need constant attention. Piccard 
and Borschberg will survive on 
20-minute naps every two to four 
hours. The pilots will practise yoga 
to stave off the physical discomfort 
of remaining confined to a seat for 
days at a time.  See also page 16
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Progress in Iran N-talks: Obama
WASHINGTON: The United States and Iran have narrowed their 
differences in nuclear weapons negotiations, President Barack 
Obama said in the face of a renewed Republican warning yesterday 
that any deal will face a tough congressional review.

“We have made progress in narrowing the gaps, but those gaps still 
exist,” Obama said in an interview on CBS News’ “Face the Nation” 
that was recorded on Saturday and broadcast yesterday.

He nonetheless repeated he was willing to walk away from negotia-
tions, which are scheduled to reach a framework deal in late March, if 
Tehran does not meet Washington’s demands. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Republican, cautioned the Democratic president 
not to make “the bad deal we all anticipate he’s going to make”. He 
said Obama “cannot work around Congress forever”. McConnell told 
CBS he was hoping to get 67 of the Senate’s 100 members “to assert the 
historic role of the Senate ... in looking at matters of this magnitude”.

Sixty-seven votes are needed to overturn any presidential veto of 
legislation regarding an Iran deal. The same number of votes are needed 
for Senate ratification of treaties negotiated by presidents with foreign 
countries. See also page 2 REUTERS

Speed cut 
reduced 
accidents
DOHA: The controversial move 
by the traffic authorities reduc-
ing the speed limit on February 
22 Street from 100 kmph to 80 
kmph has helped reduce traffic 
accidents on this key artery, a 
senior official has said yesterday.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
GCC Traffic Week which opened 
at Darb Al Sai yesterday, Brig 
Mohammed Saad Al Kharji, direc-
tor of the Traffic Department said 
that the decision was based on a 
recommendation of the special 
committee set up to tackle traffic 
congestions.

The idea behind the proposal 
was to facilitate entry of vehicles 
to the main road from the serv-
ice roads. Earlier it was risky for 
motorists coming from various 
service roads linked to the street 
to enter the main road due to high 
speed of the vehicles moving on 
the highway. 

He said the decision has a posi-
tive impact on traffic flow and no 
major accident was reported on 
the road since then. The official, 
however, added that the move was 
only on a trial basis and the origi-
nal speed limit will be restored 
when work on the Rayyan road 
is completed. Al Kharji said mor-
tality rate in traffic accidents in 
Qatar has declined in general due 
to the increased public awareness.
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Dhoni plays 
down India’s 
favourites tag
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Action from the Doha Junior Open Squash Championship at Khalifa International Tennis and Squash 
Complex in Doha yesterday. The finals will be held today. Pic /R O Ibrahim Kutty       → See also page 35

Junior Squash finals today
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Reuters

DUBAI/WASHINGTON: Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC) test-fired several 
ball ist ic missi les yesterday, 
state television said, challeng-
ing a United Nations resolution 
and drawing a threat of a diplo-
matic response from the United 
States.

Two months ago, Washington 
imposed sanctions against busi-
nesses and individuals linked to 
Iran’s missile programme over a 
test of the medium-range Emad 
missile carried out in October 
2015. US State Department spokes-
man Mark Toner said Washington 
would review the incident and, if 
it is confirmed, raise it in the UN 
Security Council and press for an 
“appropriate response”.

A UN resolution calls on Iran 
not to test any missile capable of 
carrying a nuclear warhead.

“We also continue to aggres-
sively apply our unilateral tools to 
counter threats from Iran’s mis-
sile program,” Toner added, in a 
possible reference to additional 
sanctions.

Brigadier General Amir Ali 
Hajizadeh, commander of the 
IRGC’s aerospace arm, said 
sanctions would not stop Iran 
developing its ballistic missiles, 
which it regards as a cornerstone 
of its conventional deterrent.

→ See also page 11
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DOHA: The West Bay shuttle bus 
service has been expanded to 
cover more areas and turned into 
a paid service, the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications 
said yesterday.

A “fair price” is expected to be 
imposed for the service effective 
from April 1.The existing two routes 
have been combined into one to 

provide better service. The ministry 
has renewed the contract with pub-
lic transport company Mowasalat to 
operate the service for one more year, 
2016.

“The service will now cover more 
areas in the West Bay, providing easier 
mobility and lessening traffic conges-
tion. There will be now one route in 
which the shuttle buses will operate 
from 6 am to 9 pm with a frequency 
of 12 minutes,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

“As per this converged single 

route, we hope to serve the passen-
gers better by more accessibility 
and frequency and also reduce their 
travel time. The Ministry is consid-
ering making it paid service at a 
fair price, effective from April 1,” it 
added.

Both the Blue Line and the Red 
Line have been combined into a sin-
gle route. Accordingly, the bus stops 
have changed and the locations have 
been marked.

The changes are based on feed-
back from users of the shuttle service 

and travel data. The single route is 
expected to reduce congestion, which 
in turn helps the bus to arrive as per 
schedule without delays, reducing the 
waiting time, said the ministry.

The route change allows pas-
sengers to access the bus from their 
required location and increase 
frequency from 20 minutes to 12 min-
utes. The service operates with a fleet 
of eight all new low floor buses, with 
total of 76 trips per day. 

Passengers have been advised 
to continue using their Karwa 

smartcards while boarding in and 
out of the bus. Passengers can seek 
clarification by calling 44588650, if 
required.

The free shuttle bus currently 
operates through two lines, covering 
the Khalifa International Tennis and 
Squash Complex, The Qatar National 
Convention Center, Dafna Towers, Min-
istry of Justice, Public Works Authority, 
Sheraton Doha hotel, City Center shop-
ping mall, Qatar Postal Services 
Company (Q-Post) and the ministerial 
buildings opposite of the City Center. 

By Fazeena Saleem               
The Peninsula

DOHA: The Ministry of Public Health 
has launched a national programme  
to continuously assess and upgrade 
the skills of all healthcare practi-
tioners to ensure patient safety and 
quality healthcare. 

Doctors, nurses and other prac-
titioners who fail to cope with the 
new requirements face the risk of 
losing their licences. Qatar currently 
has a total of about 25,000 licensed 
practitioners.

The National Continuing Medical 
Education- Continuing Professional 
Development (CME/CPD) programme 
will reassure patients and the 

public that healthcare practitioners 
upgrade and maintain professional 
competence for improved service 
outcomes and quality patient care. 

The programme was officially 
launched on Monday in the presence 
of the Minister of Public Health H E Dr 
Hanan Mohamed Al Kuwari and other 
senior officials.  The event was hosted 
by the Qatar Council for Healthcare 
Practitioners (QCHP), which is the gov-
ernment body established to regulate 
healthcare practice and medical edu-
cation in the country. 

The CME/CPD Programme 
brings all healthcare practitioners 
under a single regulatory author-
ity for regulation and has similar 
credit requirements for all licensed 
healthcare practitioners for renewal 
of their license. All practitioners are 
being enrolled in the programme 
starting from Monday.

“This very comprehensive pro-
gramme, which encompasses all 
healthcare professionals in the coun-
try, is designed to ensure that their 
practical and academic qualifications 
remain relevant and valid. It repre-
sents our government’s commitment 
to instill a culture that encourages life-
long learning and one that will help 
sustain high standards of professional 
healthcare,” said Dr Al Kuwari. 

→ Continued on page 2

AFP

RIYADH: Iran-backed Shia rebels 
in Yemen have sent a delegation to 
Saudi Arabia to discuss a truce along 
the border between the two coun-
tries, sources close to the negotiators 
said yesterday. The frontier between 
war-ravaged Yemen and its north-
ern neighbour, which is leading an 
Arab coalition attacking the rebels 
from the air and on the ground, has 
itself seen many deadly incidents in 
the past year.

“A Houthi delegation is in south-
ern Saudi Arabia for talks about a 
ceasefire on the border,” said one of 

the sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. More than 90 people 
— both military and civilian — have 
been killed on the Saudi side of the 
border by fire from Yemen during 
the conflict. Northern Yemen is con-
trolled by the rebels, who have been 
the target of the Saudi-led campaign 
since March 26 last year.

“The talks are only about a bor-
der truce, and are unrelated to the 
bombardment of areas held by the 
Huthi militants,” another source said.

“Official Houthi spokesman 
Mohammed Abdulsalam and 
military figures are in the rebel 
delegation,” the same source said, 
without revealing any more details 
about the secret talks.

Houthis and Saudis in 
talks on border truce

Iran conducts 
missile tests

Assessment 
of healthcare 
staff begins 

Emir and Aliyev hold talks; deals signed

The Peninsula

DOHA/BAKU: Qatar and Azerbaijan 
yesterday signed several agree-
ments during the visit of Emir H H 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
to that country. They included an 
agreement on lifting visa require-
ment for Qatari citizens entering 
Azerbaijan.

The Emir and President of 
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev attended the 
signing of a number of agreements 
and memoranda of understanding 

(MoUs) between the two countries 
at the Presidential Palace in Baku 
yesterday. 

The two sides inked a protocol 
amending the agreement on mutual 
exemption of entry visas for holders 
of diplomatic and special passports, 
and holders of Azerbaijani serv-
ice passports, as well as lifting the 
visa requirement for Qatari citizens 
entering the Republic of Azerbai-
jan. The two sides also signed an 
agreement to form a joint economic, 
trading and technical committee 
and another agreement in the field 
of Justice. 

The Emir and Azeri President also 
attended the signing of MoU in the 
area of financial policy and budget, 
MoUs in the field of transportation,  
agriculture, vocational training and 
development and education, higher 
Education and scientific research.

The Emir earlier held a round of 
official talks with President Aliyev. 
Azeri President welcomed the Emir 
and the accompanying delegation and 
expressed his pleasure over the visit, 
saying it will enhance ties between the 
two countries.

→ Continued on page 2

DOHA: Qatar has modified its 
scholarship policy for undergrad-
uate studies for its nationals and 
linked the policy directly to local 
job market requirements.

The move aims at helping the 
country develop local human 
resource in key areas like medical 
science, nursing, pharmacy, and 
engineering. Scholarships have 
also been earmarked for students 
to specialise in fields like compu-
ter science, accountancy, economy, 
finance and investment and media 
and culture.

Details about the new scholar-
ship policy for Qatari students for 
the academic year 2016-17 were 
announced at a news briefing here 
yesterday. The briefing was held 
by senior officials of the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Educa-
tion, and they included Dr Khalid 
Al Hurr, Director of the Ministry’s 
Higher Education Authority.

Unlimited scholarships will be 
made available for studies, both 
locally and overseas, for Qataris to 
pursue bachelor’s degrees in medi-
cal science, nursing and pharmacy.

Whereas for undergraduate 
studies in engineering, 180 schol-
arships have been earmarked for 
studies in both, local and overseas 
universities. For bachelor’s degree 
in computer science, 80 scholar-
ships will be available for studies 
in universities in Qatar as well as 
in a foreign land.

→ Continued on page 3

New West Bay shuttle service to become paid from April

Emir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani inspecting the guard of honour with President of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev, in Baku, yesterday.
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Qatar Innovation Commu-
nity (QIC) — a consortium 
of public and private com-

panies, academia and 
entrepreneurs aimed at enabling 
innovation — launched yester-
day at QITCOM 2017 at Qatar 
National Convention Centre.

The Ministry of Transport 
and Communications (MoTC), 
Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy (SC), Qatar Science 
& Technology Park (QSTP) and 
Ooredoo, along with 15 national 
stakeholders, have joined forces 
to launch QIC in an effort to 
accelerate innovation across 
Qatar and create solutions for 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup and 
beyond.

Through various innovation 
programmes and initiatives, 
focusing on different strategic 
areas, the QIC will support and 
enable Qatar’s innovation capa-
bility and knowledge capital. In 
addition, it will address national 
priorities and look to enhance 
Qatar’s image and global com-
petitiveness. Other stakeholders 
include Al Jazeera, Aspire Acad-
emy, Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University and Qatar Computing 
Research Institute, International 
Chamber of Commerce, Josoor 
Institute, Qatar Airways, Qatar 

Business Incubation Centre, 
Qatar Chamber of Commerce, 
Qatar Development Bank, Qatar 
Financial Centre, Qatar Museums 
Authority, Qatar National Bank, 
Qatar Rail, Qatar Tourism 
Authority and Qatar University.

The QIC will prioritise 
home-grown innovations and 
create an enabling environ-
ment, including effective 
stakeholder collaboration. 

The initiative aims to con-
tribute to Qatar’s socioeconomic 
development plans through the 
identification and commercial-
isation of new businesses and 
enhance the Qatari brand 
through innovative solutions in 
key sectors, including sport and 
event management industries.

It also seeks to establish 
enabling mechanisms to support 
innovation across Qatar and 
establish stakeholder collabo-
ration framework to enhance 
Qatar’s innovation ecosystem.

The launch event was 
attended by H E Jassim Saif Al 
Sulaiti, Minister of Transport 
and Communications; H E 
Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim Al 
Thani, Minister of Economy and 
Commerce; H E Mohamed bin 
Abdullah Al Rumaihi, Minister 
of  Municipal i ty  and 
Environment. 

→ Continued on page 4
→ See also pages 6 & 7
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Qatar Airways yester-
day unveiled its highly 
anticipated QSuite, a 
new Business Class 
experience, to the 

world’s media and travel trade 
leaders. 

The customisable private 
suites introduce a host of firsts 
to Premium Class travel, reshap-
ing expectations for global 
business travellers.

The new seat design was first 
unveiled by Qatar Airways Group 
Chief Executive, Akbar Al Baker, 
moments before the airline’s 
annual press conference at a 
spectacular ceremony, on the 
opening day of the ITB Berlin 
exhibition, at the Qatar Airways 
stand.

Attended by an audience of 
VIPs, including Sheikh Saoud bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, Qatar's 
ambassador to Germany, with 
the Mayor of Berlin, Michael 

Müller as guests of honour.
Guests were captivated as a 

life-size cross-section of a Qatar 
Airways aircraft featuring the 

new QSuite was unveiled to rap-
turous applause.

Launched at ITB Berlin, the 
world’s largest travel trade show, 

the unique and patented seat has 
been two years in the making. 

QSuite features the industry’s 
first-ever double bed available 
in Business Class, with privacy 
panels that stow away, allowing 
passengers in adjoining seats to 
create their own private room. 

Adjustable panels and mov-
able TV monitors on the centre 
four seats allow colleagues, 
friends or families travelling 
together to transform their space 
into a private suite, allowing 
them to work, dine and social-
ise together. 

These new features provide 
the ultimate customisable 
travel experience that enables 

passengers to create an environ-
ment that suits their own unique 
needs. Al Baker said: “Today I am 
proud to unveil the future of Pre-
mium travel with our new QSuite 
Business Class. Our unique and 
patented design is a world first 
in many ways and challenges 
industry norms by offering pas-
sengers more privacy, more 
choice and more personalisation. 
With these innovations, Qatar 
Airways has revolutionised the 
way we serve our Business Class 
travellers, enabling our passen-
gers to enjoy a First Class 
experience in Business Class.”

Each seat is crafted with 
thoughtful and luxurious details 

such as hand-stitched Italian 
leather and satin rose gold fin-
i s h i n g ,  b r i n g i n g  a n 
unprecedented level of luxury, 
privacy and style to Qatar Air-
ways’ Business Class offering. 

The new QSuite concept will 
be retrofitted on to the existing 
Qatar Airways fleet starting from 
June 2017, at an estimated rate 
of one aircraft a month.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker, Country Manager for Germany and Austria & Switzerland, Frédéric Gossot, and other officials at the press 
conference. RIGHT: QSuite features the industry’s first-ever double bed available in Business Class.

QA unveils world's first Business Class suites
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Emir H H Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani 
yesterday issued Law 

No. 4 of 2017 amending some 
provisions of the Penal Code 
promulgated by Law No. 11 of 
2004.

The law amends article 
333 of the old law and stipu-
lates punishment of not more 
than two years in jail or fine 
not exceeding QR10,000 or 
both for anyone violating the 
sanctity of life of individuals 
without their approval and in 
situations not permitted by 
the law, by conducting any of 
following actions.

→ Continued on page 4

QSuite: Future of luxury travel
The new QSuite concept 
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The Cabinet, in its regu-
lar weekly meeting 
yesterday approved a 

draft law amending some 
provisions of the labour law. 

The draft law has been 
prepared to protect the rights 
of workers and simplify liti-
gation procedures in labour 
disputes.

→ Continued on page 8
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Emir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani during an official reception ceremony at the Presidential Palace in Sofia with Bulgarian President Rumen Radev. RIGHT: H H the 
Emir and the Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov witness the exchanging of the signed MoU by the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister H E Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani and Bulgaria’s Energy Minister Temenuzhka Petkova.

Emir: Qatar, Bulgaria determined to develop ties

QNA

SOFIA: Emir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
and Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Bulgaria, Boyko 
Borissov, witnessed yesterday  
signing of a number of memo-
randa of understanding 
between both countries.

The two sides signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on cooper-
ating in the field of youth and 
sports, an MoU on cooper-
ating in the energy field and 
an MoU between Qatar Uni-
versity and Sofia University.

Earlier the Emir was 
accorded an official reception 
ceremony yesterday morning 
at the Presidential Palace in 
the capital Sofia on the 
occasion of his state visit to 
Bulgaria. President of the 
Republic of Bulgaria led well 
wishers to welcome the Emir 
upon arrival at the Presi-
dential Palace. 

The Emir and Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Bul-

garia held a talks session.
At the outset of the session, Bul-

garia’s Prime Minister welcomed 
HH the Emir and the accompanying 
delegation, pointing that the two 
countries enjoy close relations, 
especially with the continuous 
communication between officials 
and joint projects between the two 
countries. He is looking forward to 
agreement on new projects 

between the two friendly countries 
in the near future, he said.

The Emir expressed thanks for 
the hospitality. He also extended con-
gratulations on behalf of the Qatari 
people to the Bulgarian government 
and people on the occasion of the 
Bulgarian National Day. The Emir 
pointed out that the ambitions of the 
two countries are great and they are 
determined to make every effort to 

support and develop bilateral rela-
tions in various fields, especially 
investment. The Emir also extended 
an invitation the Bulgarian Prime 
Minister to visit Qatar, which he 
welcomed.

During the session, the two 
sides discussed means of enhancing 
the friendly relations and cooper-
ation between the two countries to 
a wider level for the benefit of their 

peoples. The talks also dealt with a 
number of regional and interna-
tional issues. Their Excellencies 
members of the official delegation, 
accompanying the Emir, attended 
the session. On the Bulgarian side 
the session was attended by a 
number of Their Excellences min-
isters and senior officials.

The Emir discussed with  Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria 

means to develop bilateral relations 
and the prospects for enhancing the 
joint cooperation between the two 
friendly countries to cover different 
fields. During a bilateral meeting the 
Emir and the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Bulgaria exchanged 
views on various regional and inter-
national issues of mutual concern.

→CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

H E Sheikh Saif bin Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani, Director of 
the Government Communications Office.

Qatar Airways signs 5-year partnership deal with FC Bayern Munich
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Qatar Airways 
announced yesterday that it 
has signed a five-year part-
nership agreement with 
leading German football team 
FC Bayern Munich  AG, further 
strengthening Qatar’s role as 
a global leader in sports. Under 
the new agreement, the 
award-winning airline will 
become an FC Bayern Munich 
platinum partner until June 
2023.

Officially announced at 
a press conference at ITB in 
Germany, the five-season 
deal, commencing 1 July 

2018, will see the airline’s 
logo adorning the shirt 
sleeves of the German league 
leaders. Hamad International 
Airport’s partnership 
agreement with the team, ini-
tiated in January 2016, will be 
continued with Qatar 
Airways, further strength-
ening the already strong ties 
between Qatar and FC 
Bayern Munich .

Qatar Airways Group 
Chief Executive, Akbar Al 
Baker, who met with Karl-
H e i n z  R u m m e n i g g e , 
Chairman of the Board of FC 
Bayern Munich, and other 
club officials at ITB in 

Berlin, said: “Qatar Airways 
is delighted to be supporting 
Germany’s most-winning 
team, FC Bayern Munich . We 
look forward to working 
with, and engaging with, the 
club, the fans, and the 
people of Germany to help 
make a real difference 
through this exciting new 
partnership. Sport is a key 
pillar of the long-term vision 
of the State of Qatar, and as 
Qatar’s national carrier, we 
welcome the opportunity to 
use sport as a means of 
bringing people together”.

→CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker (centre), with 
Chairman of the Board of FC Bayern Munich, Karl-Heinz Rummenigge 
(third left), after the announcement at ITB in Berlin,  yesterday.

Kuwait Emir’s efforts to 
prevent escalation of Gulf 
row a success: Official

KUWAIT: Efforts exerted by the Emir 
of the State of Kuwait H H Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah to 
prevent the escalation of the Gulf 
dispute were a success, Kuwaiti 
Deputy Foreign Minister Khalid Al 
Jarallah said, according to Kuwait 
news agency (Kuna).

The Emir of Kuwait moved quick 
to resolve the Gulf dispute due to his 
commitment to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council bloc’s unity, added the 
Kuwaiti official during his interview 
with the Kuwaiti channel. Al Jarallah 
said that the Kuwaiti Emir succeeded 
in calming the atmosphere, and not 
escalating the situation in the Gulf.

The Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Kuwait noted the great role of the  
Emir  in supporting the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council, saying that the brothers 
in the GCC countries are aware of this 
role played by His Highness. 

In response to a question whether 
the US planned to host Gulf leaders in 
a bid to resolve the dispute, he con-
firmed that there were attempts, but 
that so far no invitations have been 
sent. However, Al-Jarallah said 
several prominent Gulf figures would 
be shortly visiting the US, amid moves 
which could pave the way for the 
convening of the summit. 

The Kuwaiti official expressed his 
hope that this summit will be held, 
and the Gulf dispute will be ended. 
The region is facing great and very 
dangerous challenges, and “we will 
not be able to face these challenges 
individually,” he added. 

Qatar and Bulgaria 

signed memoranda of 

understanding (MoUs) 

in the field of youth 

and sports and energy 

and an MoU between 

Qatar University and 

Sofia University.

Emir aims to build Mideast security pact
QNA

DOHA: The Government 
Communications Office Director 
H E Sheikh Saif bin Ahmed bin 
Saif Al Thani reaffirmed that Emir 
H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani is aiming to build a security 
pact for the Middle East compa-
rable to the European Union.

In a press statement on the 
occasion of the Emir’s visit to 
Belgium, the Government Com-
munications Office Director said 
that Qatar aims through this 
pact to “ensure that no blockade 
is ever imposed against another 
country, to create a platform for 
conflict resolution in the region, 
and to offer all states and organ-
izations such as European 

Union, the United States or 
NATO that wish to the possibility 
to join it”.

He referred to the EU as an 
example for the State of Qatar, 
reported QNA. “We want sta-
bility like EU by creating a dia-
logue around security,” he said, 
adding that “the only way to 
fight terrorism is to work 
together.”

Sheikh Saif bin Ahmed bin 
Saif Al-Thani reiterated that the 
State of Qatar condemns ter-
rorism and reaffirms the need to 
“work together to tackle the roots 
of evil, identify the causes of ter-
rorism and fight them.” 

“We do not want to see any 

more terrorist attacks anywhere 
in the world,” the Government 
Communications Office Director 
said, referring to the Brussels 
attacks whose second anni-
versary falls in March.

As for the social impacts of 
the siege imposed on the State of 
Qatar since June 5, H E Sheikh 
Saif bin Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani 
said that the siege is “causing 
social hardship.” 

“People can no longer see 
their families in neighbouring 
countries. It is harder for them to 
practice their religion and to 
perform pilgrimage to holy places,” 
he added. To break the deadlock, 
HE the  Government 

Communications Office 
director said, Qatar sees 
only one solution. “We must 
resume the dialogue, thou-
sands of people are affected 
by this situation.”

Sheikh Saif bin Ahmed bin 
Saif Al Thani denied any links 
between the State of Qatar and 
terrorism financing. 

→CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Women power

Since its launch on March 6, the 
Aspire International Kite 
Festival has attracted thousands 
of visitors to Aspire Park to 
witness coloruful display of 
flying kites and masterly skills 
of professional kite-flyers from 
around 18 countries.

The kite festival has become 
one of the leading festivals in 
Qatar and this year is being cel-
ebrated enthusiastically at 
Aspire Park and set to conclude 
today.

The festival’s end will see a 
ceremony that is scheduled to 
award participating schools and 
the winners of the photography 
competition for the best photo 
captured during the kite 
extravaganza.  

According to statistical data, 
during its first two days, the 
Aspire International Kite Fes-
tival managed to attract more 
than 20,000 people. In addition, 
the morning workshop sessions 
were attended by more than 
2,500 students from various 
schools across Qatar. 

More than 300 vivid kites 
designed by international kiters 
have been on display and over 
7,000 kites were sold to fam-
ily’s children to help them 
emerge themselves in the fes-
tivities. Since it launched, the 
festival has hosted more than 

20 local and international 
media representatives. 

The festival has also been a 
hit digitally, with the live stories 
on Aspire’s social media 
accounts seeing a 300% 
increase in viewers and unprec-
edented levels of interaction.

The four-day event involved 
more than 80 professional kite 

flyers from countries including 
Qatar, Kuwait, Singapore, New 
Zealand, the United Kingdom, 
Spain, Germany, the Nether-
lands, France, the United States, 
Japan, Indonesia, Russia, Aus-
tralia, India, Italy, China, and 
Colombia. 

“Qatar has become one of 
the best kite-flying destinations 

in the world due to its exclusive 
features for a major kite event,” 
Caterina Capelli, art director of 
the festival from Italy said while 
talking to The Peninsula. “I 
think kites are amazing form of 
art and all the guests we have 
in our festival are painters, 
sculptures and creative 
persons.” �P3

A view from the Third Aspire International Kite Festival at Aspire Park, yesterday. 
PIC: SALIM MATRAMKOT/THE PENINSULA

Qatar International 
Boat Show expects 
to draw thousands
RAYNALD C RIVERA  
THE PENINSULA

The sixth Qatar International Boat 
Show (QIBS) which kicks off on 
Tuesday at The Pearl-Qatar is 
expected to attract thousands of 
visitors with some of the most 
luxurious and state-of-the-art 
yachts, dhows and motor boats 
which will be on display.

QIBS 2019 organisers antic-
ipate the show to be another 
success with a number of new 
participants and features.

“Last year, 50 exhibitors 
from ten countries participated 
and 5,344 visitors were 
recorded.  The event generated 
over QR320m in sales.  What is 
most important for us is exhib-
itors’ satisfaction rate which 
stood at 98 percent and which 
we hope to maintain this year 
and in the coming years,” said 
Loay Dalis, Chief Executive 
Officer of Al Mannai Plus Events 
and organisers of the show.

Organisers expect between 
7,000 to 10,000 people to visit 
the five-day show which will be 
held at 25-29 La Croisette, Porto 
Arabia at The Pearl-Qatar. The 
show is set to witness over 30 
impressive motorboats, luxury 

yachts and unique dhows which 
will be displayed both on land 
and water and complemented 
by exhibitor chalets, repre-
senting many of the top names 
in the maritime industry, both 
local and international, along the 
marina walkway. Dalis praised 
the strong and wise leadership 
of the country and its robust 
support to the business com-
munity amid the blockade.

 “It is exactly one year and 
nine months that our wonderful 
country and its people are passing 
through unjust blockade imposed 
by our neighbors. However, we 
are fortunate that we are blessed 
with the wise and strong lead-
ership, which has given us - the 
business community - confidence 
and all out support to stand on our 
feet and not to discouraged,” he 
said. �P2

Kite festival attracts over 20,000 in two days
AROOSA KHALID  
THE PENINSULA

Senate must hold 
Trump accountable 
on Khashoggi:  
Washington Post
AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON

The Senate must push for 
accountability after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump defied 
Congress and did not report 
whether Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman was 
responsible for Jamal 
Khashoggi’s death, according 
to The Washington Post.

The newspaper’s editorial 
board said the Trump admin-
istration’s failure caused an 
outrage amongst senators, who 
have been calling for further 
action to hold the crown prince 
responsible.

 Khashoggi, a US resident 
and contributor for The Post, 
was brutally murdered inside 
the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul 
last October shortly after he 
entered the diplomatic facility. 
Riyadh initially denied any role 
in the killing but has since 
sought to blame his death on a 
botched rendition operation 
carried out by rogue agents.  
   Three dozen countries, 
including all 28 EU members, 
has called on Saudi Arabia to 
release 10 activists and coop-
erate with a UN-led investi-
gation into the murder of 
Khashoggi. It was the first 
rebuke of the kingdom at the 
UN Human Rights Council since 
it was set up in 2006, and came 
amid growing international 
concern about alleged Saudi 
violations of basic freedoms 
such as freedom of expression. 

No shortage of products at winter markets: Official
SIDI MOHAMED  
THE PENINSULA

The availability of locally 
produced vegetables in winter 
markets at Al Mazroua, Al Khor-
Dakhira, Al Wakra and Al Shamal 
is at its peak nowadays with no 
shortage, said a senior official at 
the Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment.

“A large number of citizens 
and residents are keen to visit 
the winter vegetable markets 
every week because they offer 
all varieties and quantities of 

locally produce vegetables at low 
prices compared to the market. 
Now the production of farms is 
at its peak and all vegetable types 
are available,” he said.

The markets are operating 
under Agricultural Affairs 
Department of the Ministry of 
Municipality and Environment.

“The big turnout of cus-
tomers these winter vegetable 
markets is also due to the fact 
that these markets offer fresh 
vegetables and poultry products 
coming straight from the local 
farms to customers at eco-
nomical prices,” he pointed out 

adding that the winter markets 
serve as a platform for farmers 
to sell their products directly to 
the customers without 
middlemen. 

Responding to a question 
about the closure of winter 
markets, he said that they would 
be closed in May before Ramadan 
because at that time temperature 
will increase significantly.

Regarding opening of new 
winter market next season 2019-
2020, he said that the subject 
was still under study especially 
for areas where such markets 
were not available.

“The aim of the winter 
markets is to support Qatari 
farmers by reducing their mar-
keting costs, and encouraging 
small farms to redouble efforts 
to become more active,” he said.

On Thursday, Minister of 
Municipality and Environment, 
H E Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin 
Turki Al Subaie had met with a 
group of owners of local pro-
ductive farms to see obstacles 
and difficulties face the increase 
of agricultural production and 
work to overcome them.

H E the Minister had also 
stressed the keenness of the 

Ministry of Municipalities and 
Environment to provide all 
aspects of support to the owners 
of productive farms in the fields 
of plant, animal and fish to 
develop the farms in order to 
contribute to the increase of local 
agricultural products.

He emphasised the impor-
tance of agricultural marketing 
in order to improve the quality 
of agricultural production and 
the role of the Ministry in sup-
porting farmers through the 
opening local markets for selling 
agricultural products without 
any financial burdens.

Sidra Medicine offers Pediatric  
Plastic and Craniofacial Surgery
FAZEENA SALEEM  
THE PENINSULA

An innovative, world-class clinical 
programme in Pediatric Plastic and 
Craniofacial Surgery is now available at 
Sidra Medicine. The clinical team is 
expected to dramatically reduce the 
number of patients from Qatar needing 
to travel abroad to receive specialised 
care for a host of complex congenital 
conditions. 

The Plastic and Craniofacial 
Surgery programme at Sidra Medicine 
leverages the expertise of outstanding 
clinicians to care not only for con-
genital and acquired conditions 
affecting the cranial, orbital, and max-
illofacial skeleton, but also conditions 
affecting the ears (microtia recon-
struction), peripheral nervous system 
(e.g. facial palsy and brachial plexus 
injuries), the hands and feet, complex 

vascular and pigmented anomalies, 
burn contractures, and all other 
m a n n e r  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e 
challenges. 

In the first year since hospital 
opening in January 2018, the Plastic and 
Craniofacial Surgery team, under the 
leadership of Division Chief Dr Mitchell 
Stotland, has successfully conducted the 
full range of complex procedures 
available in their specialty, many of 
which were the first of their kind in the 
country and region. 

“At Sidra Medicine, we have a phe-
nomenal team that works exclusively in 
a real-time multidisciplinary fashion 
alongside a broad range of other pedi-
atric specialties including Neurosurgery, 
Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology, Ortho-
dontics, Allied Health and others. In-
house 3D imaging, modeling and printing 
capabilities also support our service,” he 
told The Peninsula. �P3

Thousands of women gather in central Oslo in Norway to mark the International 
Women’s Day, yesterday.

Organisers expect 

between 7,000 to 

10,000 people to visit 

the five-day show 

which will be held at 

25-29 La Croisette, 

Porto Arabia at The 

Pearl-Qatar.
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Supreme Committee signs 
MoU with MADLSA to host  
visitors during FIFA 2022
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) has 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with the 
Ministry of Administrative 
Development, Labour & Social 
Affairs (MADLSA), represented 
by Government Housing and 
Buildings Department, aimed 
at providing sustainable accom-
modation options, along with 
investment opportunities to 
property owners who wish to 
host visitors during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The MoU was signed by the 
Minister of Administrative 
Development, Labour & Social 
Affairs, H E Yousef bin 
Mohammed Al Othman 
Fakhroo, and SC Secretary 
General, Hassan Al Thawadi, in 
the presence of representatives 
from both entities. 

Al Othman Fakhroo said the 
agreement would create oppor-
tunities for the private sector to 
support the delivery of the 
World Cup. “The MoU will con-
tribute to maintaining the 
national economic stability 
after the tournament and 
benefit investors in Qatar,” said 
H E Al Othman Fakhroo.

“Both parties will collab-
orate closely to ensure the 
housing provided supports the 

delivery of an exceptional fan 
experience in 2022.”

Al Thawadi said the 
agreement will help Qatar 
provide sustainable accommo-
dation solutions for fans during 
the World Cup, eliminating the 
need to build additional hotels 
and residential units, thereby 
avoiding any white elephants. 
He also highlighted the MoU’s 
potential to boost Qatar’s 
economy and provide a boost 
to the private sector in the 
lead-up to 2022 and beyond.

“One of our main objec-
tives is to utilise the existing 
accommodation for fans when 
we host the biggest football 

event in the world in 2022,” 
said Al Thawadi.

“This agreement with 
MADLSA will help us to fulfil 
our goal of providing accom-
modation options to suit all 
budgets. We will work closely 
to MADLSA to carefully 
evaluate the properties to 
ensure they are suitable for the 
many visitors we are expecting 
during the tournament.”

Al Thawadi continued: “The 
agreement will also provide a 
boost to the local economy and 
support the continued devel-
opment of the private sector. 
It’s an example of the tour-
nament legacy being delivered 
even before the event kicks off.”

Under the MoU, owners will 
be able to lease their properties 
to MADLSA for a period of five 
years. The five-year leases are 
renewable subject to terms and 
conditions. 

The SC and MADLSA will be 
responsible for evaluating the 
proposed properties and 
selecting those appropriate, 
according to the SC’s accom-
modation standards.

Owners who are interested 
should visit the following link, 
where they will find appli-
cation details, along with the 
full terms and conditions: 
https://www.qatar2022.qa/
accommodation.

Message from Canadian Prime Minister

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani received yesterday a verbal message from Prime Minister 
of Canada, H E Justin Trudeau, pertaining to bilateral relations and ways of enhancing them. Canadian 
Prime Minister’s Special Envoy, H E Joe Clark, conveyed the message during a meeting with Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, H E Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani. During the meeting, 
friendship and cooperation relations between the two countries as well as aspects of their development 
and promotion were reviewed, in addition to discussing a number of issues of mutual interest.

Qatar Petroleum to acquire 
Yara’s 25% stake in QAFCO

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Petroleum (QP) announced yesterday that 
it has entered into a binding agreement to acquire 
Yara’s 25 percent stake in Qatar Fertiliser 
Company (QAFCO). The transaction will mark 
the conclusion of a successful, long standing part-
nership.

Since its establishment as a joint venture 
company in 1969, QAFCO has become the world’s 
largest single-site urea producer, representing 
a significant percentage of the world’s traded 
urea volumes. 

Prior to this transaction, QAFCO was owned 
by Industries Qatar with a 75 percent share and 
Yara of Norway with a 25 percent share.

Commenting on this acquisition, H E Saad 

Sherida Al Kaabi (pictured), the Minister of 
State for Energy Affairs, the President and CEO 
of Qatar Petroleum, said: “We are delighted to 
have signed this agreement with Yara which 
will increase our effective share in QAFCO. This 
is another example of Qatar Petroleum’s suc-
cessful implementation of its strategy of 
capacity and capability building and contrib-
uting to the robustness and development of 
the nation’s oil and gas industry. I would like 
to thank Yara for their partnership and sincere 
efforts in supporting QAFCO over the past half 
century.”

The transaction, in which the parties agreed 
on a purchase price of $1bn for Yara’s 25 percent 
share in QAFCO, is conditional upon and cus-
tomary regulatory and closing conditions.

MoPH reports three new COVID-19 cases; 
holds awareness campaign for schools

QNA/THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) yesterday reported 
three new confirmed cases of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 
State of Qatar from expatriates, 
bringing the number of 
confirmed cases of the virus in 
the country to 15 cases so far.

 The three new cases were 
admitted to the Communicable 
Diseases Center under com-
plete quarantine, and everyone 
who shared the residence with 
them was isolated, in addition 
to checking all the people who 
came in contact with them to 
make sure they are not infected, 
MoPH said in a statement. 

MoPH stressed that the risk 
of the coronavirus spreading in 
the country remains low. The 
contact centre of coronavirus 
in the Ministry of Public Health 
receives any reports or inquiries 
related to the virus around the 

clock on the toll-free number 
(16000). 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Public Health and the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education, 
in an ongoing graphic-assisted 
awareness campaign, have issued 
tips on how to protect students 
and staffs in schools and kinder-
garten from coronavirus.

“The students and staffs 
should wash hands with water 
and soaps from 20 to 40 
seconds. If soaps and water are 
not available, they should clean 
their hands with hand sani-
tizer,” the Ministry tweeted yes-
terday evening.

In a tweet, the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Edu-
cation said: “Cleansers should 
always be used while cleaning 
toilets, floors, desks, seats, toys 
and surfaces of other things like 
handles of doors and windows.” 

If the symptoms appear 
suddenly in a student, he/she 

should be isolated from other 
class fellows and parents and 
health care providers should be 
informed as soon as possible, 
the Ministry has further advised 
people.

The people have also been 
advised to ensure that the stu-
dents and staffs with symptoms 
should remain at homes. “The 
schools should ensure a pretty 
good ventilation during classes or 
in the break even if in the winter 
season,” said another tweet.

The Ministry has also 
advised people that the stu-
dents and staffs should be edu-
cated to cover their mouth and 
nose while coughing and 
sneezing with a clean napkin 
and make sure to throw the 
used napkin in the trash imme-
diately. “The students and staffs 
should not exchange personal 
belongings and avoid touching 
eyes, mouth and nose with 
unclean hand.” �P4

Qatar tops region in starting and developing business
SACHIN KUMAR  
THE PENINSULA

When it comes to setting up and 
developing a business, Qatar is 
the best country in the region, 
according to a recent global 
report. Qatar has topped the 
region in terms of ease of 
starting and developing a 
business in the National Entre-
preneurship Context Index 
(NECI) created by Global Entre-
preneurship Monitor (GEM). The 
Index measures and ranks the 
ease of starting and developing 

a business in different countries.
In the 2019-2020 report, 

Qatar has secured third place 
in the global ranking, leaving 
behind US, China, Japan, UK, 
Germany and other major 
global economies.  

Switzerland has topped the 
rankings that included 54 coun-
tries that were covered in the 
study, followed closely by the 
Netherlands.

The outstanding performance 
of Qatar reflects a strong entre-
preneurial spirit amongst its pop-
ulation, and a supportive 

entrepreneurial ecosystem. The 
high ranking of the country is a 
result of the numerous initiatives 
and efforts undertaken in Qatar 
to encourage the growth of entre-
preneurship, and create a sus-
tainable entrepreneurial 
environment.

It is not the first time Qatar has 
earned appreciation for creative 
conducive environment for entre-
preneurs. Last year, the World 
Bank had listed Qatar as one of 
the top 20 countries in the world 
in terms of their improvement to 
the ‘Ease of Doing Business 2020’ 

score. Qatar had earned spot in 
the top global business envi-
ronment improvers by embarking 
on ‘an ambitious program to 
improve its business regulations’ 
according to the World Bank.

The Global Entrepreneurship 
Monitor is a consortium of 
national country teams, primarily 
associated with top academic 
institutions, that carries out 
survey-based research on entre-
preneurship around the world.

According to the report, 
physical infrastructure is uni-
versally rated the most 

well-developed of the 
framework conditions that 
support entrepreneurship. 
Entrepreneurship Education at 
the school-level is universally 
regarded as the least developed, 
weakest condition.

Data from NECI was derived 
from the 2019 GEM National 
Expert Survey (NES) in which 
national experts were asked to 
assess the national environment 
for entrepreneurship in terms 
of 12 GEM-defined framework 
conditions. These results were 
used to construct the NECI 

which is a composite number 
to measure and rank the ease 
of starting and developing a 
business in each economy.

Four of the top 10 ranked 
economies in the rankings are 
from Europe & North America, 
four are from Asia & Pacific, and 
two from Middle East & Africa. The 
finding of the report indicates that 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
are increasingly an important part 
of the business landscape in a 
wide diversity of countries apart 
from the “usual suspects”, such as 
the United States.

“The MoU will 
contribute to 
maintaining the 
national economic 
stability after the 
tournament and 
benefit investors in 
Qatar,” said Minister 
of Administrative 
Development, Labour 
& Social Affairs, H E 
Yousef bin Mohammed 
Al Othman Fakhroo.

This is another example of Qatar 

Petroleum’s successful implementation 

of its strategy of capacity and 

capability building and contributing to 

the robustness and development of the 

nation’s oil and gas industry. 

QNA — DOHA

The Government Communi-
cations Office (GCO) said 
yesterday that in addition to 
Qatar Airways’ announcement 
regarding flights to and from 
Italy, entry to the State of 
Qatar is temporarily 
suspended for all those 
intending to travel from 
certain countries, as of March 
9, 2020. The decision comes 
as a preventive measure due 
to the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) worldwide.

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t 

Communications Office said 
in a statement yesterday that 
the decision includes the fol-
lowing countries: Bangladesh, 
China, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Philippines, South Korea, Sri 
Lanka, Syria and Thailand.

The statement said that the 
step comes in line with the 
State of Qatar's efforts to take 
all necessary preventive 
measures to limit the spread 
of coronavirus.

The decision affects all 
individuals intending to enter 
from these countries, including 

visas upon arrival, those with 
a residence or work permit, 
and temporary visitors.

The State of Qatar urges all 
citizens and residents to avoid 
all but essential travel at this 
time.

The statement said that 
these precautionary measures 
may be subject to further 
updates based on the latest 
guidance of the national health 
authorities and international 
organisations on the spread of 
coronavirus, in order to ensure 
the safety of all residents of the 
State of Qatar. 

Temporary suspension of entry  
of travellers from 14 countries

March 9, 2020
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Amir receives verbal message from 
the Custodian of Two Holy Mosques

QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani has received a 
verbal message from the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud of the sisterly 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
pertaining to the deep fraternal 
relations between the two 
brotherly countries and ways 
of enhancing them, in addition 
the most prominent regional 

and international develop-
ments.

The message was conveyed 
by Saudi Minister of Foreign 
Affairs H H Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan bin Abdullah Al Saud, 
during a meeting with H H the 
Amir at the Amiri Diwan office 
yesterday morning.

At the outset of the meeting, 
H H Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
conveyed the greetings of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 

Mosques to H H the Amir, 
wishing H H the Amir every 
success, and the Qatari people 
further progress and 
prosperity.

For his part, H H the Amir 
entrusted H H Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan bin Abdullah Al Saud to 
convey his greetings to the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, wishing him good 
health and the Saudi people 
further progress and 
prosperity. 

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani with Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs H H Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan bin Abdullah Al Saud, yesterday.

Mobile Air Quality 

Monitoring 

Station moved to 

vaccination 

centre in Lusail

QNA — DOHA

The Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment, represented by 
the Monitoring and Environ-
mental Laboratory Department 
of the Environmental Affairs 
Sector, in coordination with the 
health authorities and Hamad 
Medical Corporation, moved 
Mobile Air Quality Monitoring 
Station to COVID-19 Drive-
Through Vaccination Centre in 
Lusail.

This step aims to monitor 
and control the air quality 
around the centre continuously 
and around the clock, as a spe-
cialised team from the Environ-
mental Monitoring Department 
and the Environmental Labo-
ratory conducted a prior study 
of the site and chose the appro-
priate place to monitor the air 
quality before moving the mobile 
station to it. These efforts come 
within the framework of 
ensuring air quality according to 
the highest international 
standards, as well as the 
important role in educating the 
public about the importance of 
preserving the environment. 

Qatar: Global Program for Implementation of Doha Declaration 
Supports Implementation of UN 2030 Agenda for SDGs
QNA — KYOTO

The State of Qatar affirmed that 
the Global Program for the 
Implementation of the Doha 
Declaration was able to make a 
clear impact in the areas of crime 
prevention, criminal justice and 
has supported the implemen-
tation of the United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs).

In his speech to the high-level 
event taking place on the side-
lines of 14th United Nations Con-
gress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice in Kyoto, titled 
“Strengthening the rule of law 
and justice”: the creative imple-
mentation of the global program 
for the implementation of the 

Doha Declaration towards the 
achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals(SDG), 
Advisor to the Minister of Interior 
H E Major General Dr. Abdullah 
Yusuf Al Mal stated that the global 
program supported the 
achievement of the goals of the 
sustainable development plan. It 
also implemented policies and 
programs that support socio-eco-
nomic development and adopted 
transparent, credible and resilient 
institutions, given the great link 
between the rule of law and sus-
tainable development.

He added that based on the 
long-term view of H H the Amir, 
and the State of Qatar’s belief 
in pluralism, international 
cooperation and solidarity and 

in order to build on the achieve-
ments of the 13th Crime Pre-
vention Conference held in 
Doha in April 2015, the State of 
Qatar launched, in 2016, the 

Global Program for the Imple-
mentation of the Doha Decla-
ration, in cooperation with the 
United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC), with the 

aim of transforming the political 
pledges in the Doha Declaration 
into projects on the ground.

He reviewed a number of 
features of the global program of 
the Doha Declaration, including 
that it is the largest program 
implemented by UNODC and 
funded by one country, and it is 
the first time in the history of 
crime prevention conferences 
that a political declaration of a 
conference became the basis for 
a practical program to assist 
countries, especially the devel-
oping ones, to address the chal-
lenges posed by organised crime, 
corruption, drugs and terrorism 
through four pillars: education, 
sports, judicial integrity and the 
rehabilitation of prisoners. �P2

MoCI receives over 50 consumer  
protection related complaints daily
SIDI MOHAMED  
THE PENINSULA

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI) receives 
between 50 to 70 complaints 
daily related to consumer 
protection, according to the 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Consumer Affairs at MoCI 
Sheikh Jassim bin Jabor Al 
Thani. He noted that 250 
complaints are currently being 
processed as some may take 
three days to be resolved.

“Some complaints are 
resolved immediately. Others, 
such as complaints related to 
services and contracts, take 
more time depending on the 
complaint. According to the 
law, some grievances need the 
parties to be present for the 
procedure to be legal,” Sheikh 

Jassim said. 
Speaking to Qatar Radio, he 

said that several cases of com-
mercial fraud in foodstuffs have 
been detected recently. He 
stressed that the administration 
should be contacted in the 
event of any violation to protect 
the consumer, whether through 
the hotline or the Ministry’s 
social media accounts.

Concerning the strategic 
stock law, Sheikh Jassim said 
that it came to be due to recent 
events like the blockade and 
COVID-19. The legislator 
decided that there should be a 
law to increase the private sec-
tor’s strategic reserve to pre-
serve food security.

“The law specified several 
main commodities that require 
the merchant to keep large 
quantities according to 

contracts between the public 
and private sectors. So far, 23 
contracts were signed to raise 
the strategic stock of several 
commodities, some of which 
will help achieve food security,” 
he said.

Sheikh Jassim indicated that 
the Ministry now and after 
many crises have succeeded in 
diversifying the sources of 
imported goods to be available 
and at reasonable prices. He 
emphasised that increasing 
prices are based on many 
studies and is acceptable com-
pared to other countries in the 
region.

Commenting on support for 
local production, he said that 
this has passed through many 
stages and significant self-suf-
ficiency in many vegetables, 
fruits, and other commodities.

Qatar tops global Internet 
adoption list with 99% users
AYENI OLUSEGUN  
THE PENINSULA

Qatar has ranked number one 
globally in Internet Adoption 
according to ‘The Global State 
of Digital 2021’ report released 
by Hootsuite. The report 
features in-depth profiles of 
more than 230 countries and 
territories around the world. 

With a population of 2.91 
million in January 2021, over 
99 percent of Qatar’s popu-
lation live in urban areas, and 
2.88 million Internet users were 
recorded in Qatar in January 
2021, an increase of 29,000 
between 2020 and 2021, the 
report said.

Other countries with 99% 
Internet adoption include 
Bahrain, Iceland, Kuwait, 
Norway, and the UAE.

The Hootsuite report also 
stated that Qatar has 2.87 
million social media users, 
equivalent to 98.8 percent of 
the total population as of 
January 2021. Qatar’s mobile 
connections increased by 
35,000 (+0.8%) between 
January 2020 and January 2021, 
raising the connections to 4.67 
million and 160.6% of the pop-
ulation. The mobile connection 
figures are shown to exceed the 
total population because many 
people use several mobile 
connections.

Over 70 percent of 

the population use pre-paid 
connections, while fewer than 
29 percent use post-paid con-
nections. Broadband connec-
tions ranging from 3G to 5G 
covers 87 percent of the 
population. 

Meanwhile, Google Chrome 
recorded a 68.3 percent share 
of web traffic, a year-on-year 
increase of 8.6 percent, the 
report said. Safari 16.8 percent, 
Firefox (1.3%), (Samsung 
Internet 3.6%), Microsoft Edge 
(2.4%), Opera (1.4%), and 
Internet Explorer (0,7%), other 
web browsers with 5.7 percent 
complete the list.

Recently, the mobile 
Internet speed in Qatar was 
ranked the fastest in the world 
in December 2020, according 
to the Speedtest Global Index 
results. The  country has been 

ranked among the top five 
countries globally in 2020 and 
has won several laurels in 
Information and Communica-
tions Technology (ICT) in 2020. 

One of the main highlights 
was the recognition by the 
World Economic Forum. In 
December last year, the country 
was ranked second in the Arab 
world and ninth globally in ICT 
adoption as per the Global 
Competitiveness Report Special 
Edition 2020 report by the 
World Economic Forum.

Qatar has also invested sub-
stantially in 5G technology, 
allowing peak Internet con-
nection speed to reach 1Gbps. 
The 5G rollout has also accel-
erated the development of a 
more comprehensive commu-
nications infrastructure in 
Qatar.

Some 2.88 million Internet users were recorded 
in Qatar in January 2021, an increase of 29,000 
between 2020 and 2021.

Hootsuite report says Qatar has 2.87 million 
social media users, equivalent to 98.8% of the 
total population as of January 2021.

Broadband connections ranging from 3G to 5G 
covers 87 percent of the population. 

Qatar’s mobile connections increased by 35,000 
between January 2020 and January this year.
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Juventus Vs. Porto (1-2) 

Borussia Dortmund Vs 

Sevilla FC (3-2)

Job contract ensures rights 
of domestic workers: Official
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH  
THE PENINSULA

The job contract for domestic 
workers has set relations 
between employer and 
domestic worker in a manner 
that protects rights of both 
parties based on the provision 
of the Labour Law No. 15 of 
2017.

“The job contract explains 
working hours of domestic 
help, weekly off days, overtime, 
sick leave and liabilities of 
employer,” said Shaikha 
Mohammed Al Khater, Director 
of International Labour Rela-
tions Department at MADLSA.

Al Khater was speaking in 
a webinar on ‘Labour Reforms 
and Foreign Domestic Workers 
in Qatar’ jointly organised by 
the embassies of US and 
Canada yesterday to mark 

International Women’s Day. 
“The Ministry is continuing 

creating awareness on dif-
ferent levels about the 
domestic law and rights and 
liabilities of domestic helps,” 
said Al Khater.

In June 2020, the Ministry 
organised a programme to 
mark the International 
Domestic Workers Day. “The 
Ministry also produced dif-
ferent awareness materials 
such as video message on the 
rights of housemaids, guide-
books, pamphlets for domestic 
workers and employers in 
cooperation with ILO and other 
organisations,” Al Khater 
added.

She said that the pamphlets 
on the rights of housemaids were 
prepared in 10 languages con-
taining guidance, details of infor-
mation in simple ways. �P2

Doha Declaration was able to make a clear 
impact in the areas of crime prevention and 
criminal justice.

The activities of the global program have 
reached two and a half million people in 
more than 190 countries.

More than 1.4 million students have bene-
fited from the educational materials of the 
program, 170,000 people have benefited 
from capacity building activities
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WEEKLY PRICES

Farmed Sea Bass
Qatar 1Kg

18.75Q
A

R

Pancit Bihon
500gm

10.00Q
A

R

Gourmet Chicken
Nuggets 1kg

14.75Q
A

R

Punjab Garden Basmati
 Rice 5kg

23.75Q
A

R

Chicken Machboos
500gm

10.00Q
A

R

Chocolate Donut
6pcs

10.00Q
A

R

Puck Cheese Spread
910gm

21.50Q
A

R

Local Beef Boneless
1Kg

42.75Q
A

R

Jergens Body  Lotion
Asstd. 400ml X 2pcs

20.00Q
A

R

Promotion valid from  09.03.2021 to 11.03.2021
or until stock last. Purchase limit may apply.

Until 10.03.2021
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Omo Abaya Liquid
Black Concentrated
2ltr

20.00Q
A

R

Ariel Washing Powder
Asstd 3kg

21.00Q
A

R

Q
A

R

Grilled Chicken 1pc

10.00Q
A

R

Lamb Sudan
 1Kg

29.75Q
A

R

Skid Fusion

8710053-3 Asstd

Rechargeable
Kids Ride on Motor Bike

169Q
A

R

Skid

8710

Rech
Kids

Q
A

R

Siniora Beef Mortadella
Asstd 1kg

22.50Q
A

R

3kg

5kg

Closeup Toothpaste
Asstd  145ml X 3pcs

15.00Q
A

R

Muffins Asstd 12pcs

10.00Q
A

R

Al Sultan Ali 
Sunflower Oil 1.8ltr

10.00Q
A

R


