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Kvitova outplays Coach Zidane fuming Neymar on target as
Mladenovic to lift as Real Madrid held PSG extend lead with
| . St Petersburg title by Levante easy win against Lille
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QSL: Stars
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DOHA: The QNB Stars League’s (QSL) Week 15

DOHA: QNB Stars League There was only one Rank/Club Matches Wins Loses Draws GF GA GD Points points they lost as they bid saw four matches where as many goals were
(QSL) giants Al Sadd and Al change in the standings as 1: Al Duhail 15 0 3 54 19 35 39 to finish the competition scored and two drawn encounters. It also
Rayyan continued to chase  Qatar SCslipped from ninth 92: Al Sadd 15 12 2 1 43 16 2 37 among the top four, while witnessed many star performances. Here is a look
leaders Al Duhail as another  to 10th and Al Arabi moved 3:AlRayyan 15 1n 2 2 40 3 17 3B The Thunders received a at the highlights.

exciting week of action came  up by one position. 4 N Sailiya 15 7 5 3 3 7 5 2% morale booster when their

to a close on Saturday. Despite facing an early  gymmeaal 15 5 4 6 BV 1N confidence was ata low ebb, YOUSSEF MSAKNY (AL DUHAIL)

Atthe end of Week 15,Al  scare, Al Sadd fought back 6:AlGharafa 15 5 5 5 2% 2% 4 2 being in the 11th position and Youssef Msakny had a field day against Al Ahli,
Dubhail are cruisingat the top  to overcome Qatar SC 3-1in 7: ALAN 5 4 7 4 17 % 9 % took their points to 10. playing the captain’s role to perfection. The Tuni-
with 39 points following the final match of the week 8" AlKh 5 4 9 9 78 1% Al Arabi did well in sian attacking midfielder had a hand in all four of
their 12th win of the season  as Xavi Hernandez's men . o ) drawing goalless with fifth- their goals. He scored three and gave assist for the
on Friday. The Red Knights  recorded their 12th win of 9: Al Arabl 5 2 1 6 21 10 12 placed Umm Salal, taking other, netted by Moroccan striker Youssef El Arabi,
faced no problems in out-  the season. 10: Qatar Sc. ) 5 3 9 3 15 34 19 12 their points to 12 and 21 the QSL's top scorer with 20 goals. Msakny took
playing Al Ahli 4-0, with The Barcelona legend, 11:Al Kharaitiyat 15 29 4 19 3 1810 respectively. The hard- his tally to 14 goals and is second in the list.
Youssef Msakni scoring Xavi, Hassan Ahmed and  12:AlMarkhiya 15 19 5 10277 8 earned point helped The

three goals and assisting for
the other netted by Youssef
El Arabi.

El Arabi took his tally to
20 goals on top of the scor-
ing chart and is well poised
to bag the coveted award for
the second successive
season.

It was the first round of
action after the close of Jan-
uary transfer window, where
many clubs reinforced their
squads ahead of the second

Hamed Ismail scored for The
Wolves as they lead the
chasing pack behind Al
Duhail with 37 points.

Al Rayyan who are trail-
ing by just two points behind
Al Sadd, beat Al Markhiya
3-1, with Sebastian Soria,
Abderrazaq Hamdallah and
Rodrigo Tabata finding the
mark.

Al Markhiya’s goal came
through Mohamed Salah.
The Oryxes stayed rooted to

the bottom on eight points.

Al Sailiya and Umm
Salal, the fourth and fifth-
placed sides, both dropped
points.

Al Ahli, who did well in
holding Umm Salal and Al
Khor in the previous rounds,
could not find their footing
against a marauding Al
Duhail.

Al Sailiya again dropped
points, this time being held

2-2 by Al Kharaitiyat who
punched way above their
‘weight under new coach
Yasser Sebaie, who replaced
Tunisian Ahmad Al Ajlani
following their Week 14
defeat at the hands of Al
Khor.

Moroccan striker Rachid
Tiberkanine scored Al
Kharaitiyat's both goals,
while that of Al Sailiya came
from Wagner Ribeiro and

Dream Team move to ninth
from 10th in the table.

Al Gharafa prevailed
over Al Khor 2-1to close the
gap with Umm Salal from
three points to one. Wesley
Sneijder and Muad Hassan
found the target for The
Cheetahs, who are on 20
points. Al Khor stayed on 14.

The week witnessed 19
goals being scored com-
pared to 21 in the previous
round.

Pique’s late strike keeps Barca unbeaten

REUTERS

BARCELONA: Gerard Pique headed
home a late equaliser for Barcelona
against Catalan rivals Espanyol to
side a 1-1draw in Cornella
and maintain their unbeaten La Liga

earn his

record yesterday.
The defender,

whistled

MASOUD ZERAEI (AL ARABI)

Masoud Zeraei made many saves while keep-
ing the Al Arabi goal in tact against formidable
‘Umm Salal, who were placed fifth in the table. His
efforts helped The Dream Team earn a valuable
point as they are staring at relegation. Zeraei, who
is a committed Al Arabi player, held firm against
an Umm Salal attack consisting of Yannick Sagbo,
Mahmoud Mawas and Oussama Darragi.

WESLEY SNEIJDER (AL GHARAFA)

Wesley Sneijder scored his second goal in
Qatar when he gave Al Gharafa the lead during
their 2-1victory over Al Khor. The Dutch attack-
ing midfielder converted a free-kick with clinical
precision and played an influential role in The
Cheetahs’ midfield as they held off The Knights
to register their fifth victory, and third in the sec-
ond phase of league competition.

ABDERRAZAQ HAMDALLAH (AL RAYYAN)

Star Moroccan forward Abderrazaq Hamdal-
lah had a stellar role to play as Al Rayyan put it
across Al Markhiya 3-1 to cement their third posi-
tion in the standings with 35 points. Hamdallah
not only scored a goal, but also gave assists to
Sebastian Soria and Rodrigo Tabata who found
The Lions’ other goals. Hamdallah’s tally in the
top scorers’ list stands at 12.

throughout after making provoc-
ative comments which upset
Espanyol fans after Barcelona
knocked their rivals out of the
King’s Cup in January, buried
Lionel Messi’s free kick.

Ernesto Valverde had started
the Argentine on the bench as he
rotated his side but threw Messi on
in the second half as Barcelona
struggled to break down a stub-
born Espanyol on a waterlogged
pitch in driving rain.

Gerard Moreno headed home L
Sergio Garcia’s inch-perfect cross F ) |
in the 66th minute to give Espan- 1
yol hope of repeating their King’s
Cup first-leg win over Barcelona
but Pique had the final say to move
his side provisionally 12 points
clear at the top of the table.

RACHID TIBERKANINE (AL KHARAITIYAT)

Moroccan striker Rachid Tiberkanine scored
Al Kharaitiyat's both goals in their 2-2 creditable
draw with fourth-placed Al Sailiya. It was a much-
needed point for The Thunders who were 11th and
were playing their first match under new coach
Yasser Sebaie, who replaced Tunisian Ahmad Al
Ajlani. It was Tiberkanine’s 10th goal in this sea-
son’s league campaign.

Barcelona’s
Uruguayan forward
Luis Suarez (left)

ith XAVI HERNANDEZ (AL SADD)

Xavi Hernandez led from the front by playing
a key role in Al Sadd’s 3-1victory over a fighting
Qatar SC. The Spanish World Cup and European
Championship winner once again held the The
Wolves' midfield together as they kept pace with
leaders Al Duhail, with only two points separat-
ing them. Most importantly, Al Sadd did not slip
in the title race. It was Xavi's sixth goal this
season.

vies for the ball
Espanyol’s Brazilian
defender Naldo
during their Spanish
League match
played at the RCDE
Stadium in Cornella
de Llobregat
yesterday.
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Golf: India’s Sharma fires 10
birdies to clinch Malaysia title

AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: India’s Shub-
hankar Sharma fired 10 birdies to stun
crowds and secure a two-shot win at
the $3 million Maybank Champion-
ship in Malaysia yesterday.

It is the second Asian Tour and
European Tour victory for the 21-year-
old, who pocketed $500,000 and
triumphed with a 10-under-par 62 on
the final day of the tournament just
two months after clinching the Joburg
Open.

Speaking to reporters after the
win, the world number 193 said 10 was
his lucky number.

“It's always tough to make more

birdies when you're trailing the lead-
ers, but I was calm and fantastic, so it
was great,” he said.

“I've had a few 10-under pars, the
first one I shot was in Manila two years
back. And then I shot 10-under again
in Joburg to win, so that number is
lucky for me.”

In sweltering conditions, Sharma
came into the final round tied-19th,
needing to make up four shots to catch
overnight leaders Spaniard Jorge
Campillo and South African Dylan
Frittelli.

His road to victory began with an
incredible four consecutive birdies,
which included a 15-foot putt at the
seventh hole.

| ‘the 18th during the final round of the 2018 Maybank
Malaysia Golf Championship at Saujana Golf and Country
Club outside Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Right: Sharma poses ¥
with the trophy after winning the event. B

Another birdie on the ninth was
followed with an impressive birdie on
the 11th, before he dropped in a fur-
ther four to finish on a high.

“Ididn’t start well, but made the
four birdies,” he said.

“Even on the back nine, I just kept
playing well. It's still sinking in, really
happy with the way I played.”

Runner-up Jorge Campillo mean-
while carded 68 for an overall
19-under-par 269.

His compatriot Pablo Larrazabal
was tied-third with New Zealander
Ryan Fox. Fritelli finished tied-fifth,
along with Italy’s Nino Bertasio, India’s
Khalin Joshi and Japanese duo Ryo
Ishikawa and Hideto Tanihara.

MAYBANK CHAMPIONSHIP SCORES

Final round scores of the Maybank Championship Malaysia
(par72):

267 - Shubhankar Sharma IND) 70-69-66-62

269- Jorge Campilo (ESP) 69-66-66-68

270 - Pablo Larrazabal (ESP) 70-70-64-66, Ryan Fox (NZL)
68-68-68-66

272 - Nino Bertasio (ITA) 68-65-70-69, Ryo Ishikawa (JPN)
T4-66-63-69, Hideto Tanihara (IPN) 71-64-68-69, Khalin
Joshi (IND) 67-70-65-70, Dylan Fritel (RSA) 69-66-66-71
273-Bery Henson (USA) 69-68-65-71

274 -Matthieu Pavon (FRA) 70-67-70-67, Joost Luiten (NED)
72-68-66-68, Maximiian Kieffer(GER) 69-66-71-68, Romain
Wattel (FRA) 67-73-65-69, Lee Westwood (ENG) 72-62-70-
70,PaulPeterson (USA) 69-70-65-70

Strong finish
gives Fowler lead
at Phoenix Open

AFP

LOS ANGELES: Rickie Fowler birdied his
last three holes to seize a one-stroke lead
over world number two Jon Rahm and two
others yesteday at the US PGA Tour Phoe-
nix Open.

Fowler, who shared the overnight
lead with Bryson DeChambeau rolled
a nine-foot birdie putt into the heart
of the cup at the 18th hole of TPC
Scottsdale to move atop the jammed
leaderboard, firing a four-under 67 for
14-under 199.

Rahm, chasing Dustin Johnson’s world
number one ranking, carded a six-under
par 65 and was joined on 200 by DeCham-
beau, who signed for a 68 and Chez Reavie,
who carded a 67.

Five-time major winner Phil Mickel-
son carded a 66 to head a group on 201.
He was tied with reigning Rookie of the
Year Xander Schauffele (66) and Daniel
Berger (68).

Six more players were just three off
the pace on 202.

World number seven Fowler, whose
history of strong showings in Phoenix
include a runner-up finish in 2010 and a
playoff loss to Hideki Matsuyama in 2016,
was rewarded for his patience with a siz-
zling finish to the day.

“It was a grind,” said Fowler, who was
one-over for the day after a bogey at the
fourth before his first birdie of the day at
the eighth -- where he was in a fairway
bunker.

“Just a little off in certain areas, (I)
just tried to kind of piece things
together,” Fowler said. “We took advan-
tage of the last few holes, but that is the
biggest scoring opportunity on the golf
course.”

DeChambeau, seeking his second tour
victory, was 14-under after three straight
birdies at 13, 14, and 15, but he gave a
stroke back at 17 where he was in the
water off the tee.

Germany win Davis Cup
tie against Australia

AFP

BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA: German number
one Alexander Zverev beat Nick Kyrgios in
straight sets to give his country a 3-1 win
over Australia in their Davis Cup World
Group tie in Brishane yesterday.

Zverev produced some superb tennis to
down Kyrgios 6-2, 7-6 (7/3), 6-2 in one hour,
48 minutes and put Germany into a quar-
ter-final against either Spain or Great
Britain.

Zverev served beautifully throughout,
only facing two break points in the match,
both at the end of the second set and both
of which he saved.

He also returned well, getting many of
Kyrgios's thunderbolts back in play and then
winning the battle from the back of the court.

Kyrgios went into the match full of
expectation after an impressive win over Jan-
Lennard Struff in Friday's opening singles.

Zverev, on the other hand, had looked
out of touch on Friday and was pushed for
almost four hours before seeing off 18-year-
old Alex de Minaur in five sets.

But following the Germans’ win in the
doubles on Saturday to give them a 2-11lead,
all the pressure was on Kyrgios, who had to
win to keep the tie alive.

The mercurial Australian opened bril-
liantly, holding his serve to love much to the
delight of the boisterous home crowd.

But that was almost as good as it got for
the Australian team, as Kyrgios lost two of
his next three service games to surrender
the opening set in just 23 minutes.

Kyrgios appeared troubled by an elbow

problem in the first set and it became more
noticeable in the second, the Australian often
shaking his right arm between points.

He served better in the second set, fir-
ing down eight aces, but at 4-3 he had a
medical timeout for treatment on his arm.

The Australian continued to serve well
and had two set points on Zverev’s serve at
6-5, but the German saved both then played
a superb tiebreak to take a stranglehold on
the rubber.

Once Zverev broke to go ahead 3-1the
result was never really in doubt and at 2-5,
Kyrgios was broken again to give Germany
the tie.

Kyrgios said he felt a problem with his
elbow after Friday’s match.

“It obviously affected me alot,” a down-
cast Kyrgios said.

Kvitova champion
in St Petersburg

REUTERS

ST PETERSBURG: Double
Wimbledon winner Petra
Kvitova (pictured) captured the
St Petersburg Ladies Trophy on
Sunday for her first title of the
year, beating defending cham-
pion Kristina Mladenovic 6-1
6-2 in the final.

Kvitova, who entered the
tournament as a wild card, was
dominant in the opening
exchanges and hit 16 winners
in taking the first set.

he 27-year-old broke her
French opponent’s serve twice
more in the second set to seal
the match in just over an hour.

“This was a special tourna-
ment for me,” Kvitova said in
her on-court interview.

“All week, I played unbe-
lievable matches and I really
had to fight to make the final.
It is not easy at the beginning
of the year. I had to focus hard
for the win.”

The Czech left-hander gave
few opportunities on her serve
to Mladenovic, firing nine aces
and saving all three break
points faced in front of a buoy-
ant Sibur Arena crowd.

“Coming into this week,
there was a lot of pressure and
I don’t think many people
expected me to show up in the
finals,” the 24-year-old Mlad-
enovic said in her runner-up
speech.

“I fought very hard every
single match to make it back
here but Petra had an amazing
week.” The victory meant Kvi-
tova maintained her streak of
winning at least one WTA title
since 2011 and now moves back
up to world number 21, while
German semi-finalist Julia
Goerges will make her top-10
debut in today’s rankings.

Meanwhile, Hungary’s
Timea Babos triumphed over
Kateryna Kozlova of Ukraine
to win the Taiwan Open Sun-
day, her second title of 2018
after claiming the doubles tro-
phy in Melbourne last month.

The Hungarian fourth seed
carried over the momentum
from the Australian Open to win
in straight sets, 7-5, 6-1.

It was her third WTA sin-
gles title after winning the
Abierto GNP Seguros in Monter-
rey in 2012 and the Hungarian
Ladies Open in Budapest last
year. Kozlova was making her
debut ata WTA final. She stayed
close in the first set but con-
ceded an easy victory in the
second. The Ukrainian, ranked
85th in the world, had beaten
Babos in their last encounter at
the 2015 Qatar Total Open in
Doha. She had earlier knocked
out fifth seed Yulia Putintseva
of Kazakhstan and former
Wimbledon finalist Sabine
Lisicki of Germany in the sem-
ifinal before facing Babos.
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Prolific Al Khelaifi notches
a double again at Losail

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Defending champion
Abdulla Al Khelaifi enjoyed
another perfect round at the
Qatar Touring Car Champion-
ship as he again clinched a
double at Losail International
Circuit on Saturday.

In the first race, Al Khelaifi,
who started from pole position,
took the lead from the start to
the checkered flag and emerged
the winner in front of Mansoor
Al Hajri by 1.516. The third place
in the podium was for Adham El
Dib.

Second race, with the reverse
grid and starting from the last
position in the grid, Al Khelaifi
had a big fight with Mansoor Al
Hajri and Hamad Al Asam but
again he took the win.

In the second race, he
crossed the line in front of Al
Asam by 1.241. Al Hajri was again
in the podium in third position.

Al Khelaifi was delighted
with another double victory.

“In the first race, my start
was good. Hamad had a prob-
lem in the start so I secured first
corner and from there I built a
gap but Mansoor also took
advantage of Hamad problem
and he got close to me,” he said.

“Then Mansoor started to put
pressure, I started to put pres-
sure on myself, so when he
released I also released. The
weather was very hot for the
tyres and it was very difficult, so
at the end of the race we all
slowed down to cool down the
tyers,” Al Khelaifi said.

“The second race was more
exciting as I started in the last
position. I had a big fight with
Mansoor at the beginning and
then with Hamad. Hamad was
hard to pass as he had advan-
tage in the straights and I didn’t
have advantage there, only in the
corners, so I tried to out break-
ing him and then built the same
gap as race 1 and control the race

_—

DATAR TOURING CARE

The podium winners after the second race at Losail International Circuit on Saturday.

After the third round,
Al Khelaifi leads the
standings with 116
points. Adham Eldib is
second with 69 points
and Mansoor Al Hajri
third with 66 points.

from there,” he added.

“At the end of the race I had
overheating and Hamad had
good plan to keep the tires cold
until the last lap, where he
pushed the gap really quickly. I
'was so nervous at the last lap but
I managed to finish first,” he
concluded.

Al Hajri, after previous

rounds struggling with his car,
managed to fix the car and came
back to the podium.

“Finally, after two rounds of
struggling I am back in the
podium. I wasn't really prepared
for this championship this sea-
son, actually I wasn't to start as
I 'had some problems and was
not sure if I would participate
this year,” said Al Hajri.

“In the first two rounds, I
found a lot of issues with my car
and finally I fixed it and I am
back on the podium. Sadly some
of the competitors were not tak-
ing part in this round but my lap
time proves that I can be com-
petitive and I can stay with the
leader, with Abdullah who is fly-
ing... I need to do a lot of work,”
added Al Hajri.

“The Race 2 with the reverse
grid was very difficult. | managed

to get into the first five position
in the first lap but later it was
very hard to get to the third posi-
tion, Adham was very fast and
he was blocking very well but I
managed to pass him.

“Then Hamad and Abdullah
had a really good gap, I tried in
the last two laps to catch them
but I needed more than two laps
to at least have a challenge to
fight with them but I am happy
that I am back to my perform-
ance and I got good results this
weekend,” Al Hijri said.

El Dib, who had a problem
in the previous round with the
gearbox, managed to be on the
podium in the first race as in sec-
ond race he finished in sixth
place.

“During the practice ses-
sions, I was doing really bad
timings because of the problem

10C chief ‘disappointed’ over
lifting of Russian doping bans

AFP

PYEONGCHANG: Olympics
chief Thomas Bach called for
reforms to the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport yesterday as he
slammed its “extremely disap-
pointing” decision to lift life bans
for doping imposed on 28
Russian athletes.

Bach said the International
Olympic Committee’s executive
board was “not satisfied at all”
with the approach by CAS,
whose decision came just days
before the Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang.

Last week, the independent
sports tribunal cited insufficient
evidence as it lifted the bans,
adding to the sense of confusion
surrounding Russia at the Games
in South Korea.

Although Russia has been
banned from the Games follow-
ing the discovery of a
wide-ranging doping conspir-
acy, 169 athletes are due to
compete under a neutral flag as
“Olympic Athletes from
Russia”.

“We feel that this decision
shows the urgent need for
reforms in the internal structure
of CAS,” Bach said, after a two-
day meeting of the 10C’s
executive board.

“And that means in particu-
lar that CAS has to change its
structure in a way that it can bet-
ter manage the quality and the
consistency of its jurisdiction.”

Bach said an I0C panel
would announce in the “next

couple of days” whether 15 of the
now-reinstated Russians —- 13

athletes and two coaches --
would be invited to take part in
Pyeongchang. The rest of the 28
have either retired or are una-
vailable for undisclosed
reasons.

“The absence of sanctions by
CAS does not mean that you are
entitled to receive an invitation
from the I0C because receiving
this invitation is a privilege of
clean Russian athletes,” Bach
warned.

He added that the request to
reform CAS has already been
forwarded to John Coates, pres-
ident of its governing body ICAS,
who was “very appreciative”.

Itis the second successive
Olympics where the 10C has
been embroiled in problems
involving Russian doping, after

accusations of systemic drug
cheating blew up just before Rio
2016.

Russia topped the medals
table when it hosted the Sochi
2014 Winter Olympics. But it
later emerged that dirty samples
involving its athletes were
switched using a “mousehole”
in the anti-doping laboratory’s
wall.

“This CAS decision is
extremely disappointing and
surprising for the 10C,” Bach
said. “We would never have
expected this.”

Bach said that Olympic offi-
cials had asked CAS for an
explanation for their ruling and
had been told no full accounting
would be released until the end
of February.

The Games in South Korea
end on February 25.

10C President
Thomas Bach
ring a press
ference ahead of
tffe opening of the
Pyeongchang 2018
Winter Olympic
Games vesterday.

He added that so far, the I0C
knew only what had been
released by CAS in a press state-
ment, calling it “extremely
unsatisfactory given the gravity
of the cases”.

The I0C’s disciplinary com-
mission banned 43 Russian
athletes for life and disqualified
all Russians from competing at
the Pyeongchang Games over a
state-sponsored doping
conspiracy.

Itlater ruled that 169 athletes
who had proved they were clean
would be allowed to compete.

The Court of Arbitration for
Sport on Thursday upheld the
appeals of the 28 Russians
against the Olympic life bans,
ruling there was “insufficient”
evidence they had benefited
from the doping system at Sochi
2014.

I had last round that I had to
change the gearbox but I man-
aged to do some adjustments and
it works. Race one was fantastic
with Hamad and Mahmoud lead-
ing at the beginning but I just
kept a bit behind them knowing
that they would stow each other
then and I managed to pass
them. Happy to be back on
podium again.,” he said.

After the third round, Al
Khelaifi leads the standings with
116 points. Adham Eldib is sec-
ond with 69 points and Mansoor
Al Hajri third with 66 points.

Trophies were presented by
QMMF President Abdulrahmam
Al Mannai and QMMF General
Secretary Abdulrazak Al
Kuwari.

The next round of Qatar
Touring Car Championship will
be held on February 16 and 17.

Russia’s
Gassiev
knocks out
Dorticos

AFP

MOSCOW: Russia’s Murat
Gassiev retained his IBF
cruiserweight belt and
grabbed the WBA cruiser-
weight title with a technical
knockout of Cuban Yunier
Dorticos in a unification bout
in Russia’s resort city Sochi
on Saturday.

Gassiev, 24, the youngest
member of the cruiserweight
field of the World Boxing
Super Series (WBSS)
improved his record to 27-0
with 19 KO’s following the
semi-final win in Sochi’s
Bolshoy Ice Dome.

The 31-year-old previ-
ously unbeaten Dorticos
--nicknamed “The KO Doc-
tor” -- has now dropped to
22-1with 21 knockouts.

Dorticos started confi-
dently trying to control the
pace of the fight from the
start. He performed some
good jab work, while Gassiev
also landed effective punches
in the opening round.

The Cuban continued to
push the pace with the hard
punches in the second but
Gassiev replied positively
landing some more solid
shots of his own into his
opponent’s body. Later on
Dorticos continued pepper-
ing his rival with shots but his
unvaried attacks made little
headway as Gassiev defended
stoutly responding with rare
but hard and precise punches.

After the eighth round
Dorticos’ work rate noticea-
bly slowed down and Gassiev
stepped up the pressure,
beginning to take control and
show off his superior hand
speed and precision.

In the final round Gassiev
looked in complete command
sending Dorticos to the cavas
twice before the referee
stopped the bout with just 18
seconds remaining.

Shi defeats Chou to
clinch India Open

AFP

NEW DELHI: Shi Yuqi became
the first Chinese player to win
the India Open men’s singles
badminton title, defeating Chou
Tien-chen in the final in New
Delhi yesterday.

Fourth-seed Shi overcame
tough resistance from Chou,
seeded third, to win the clash
21-18, 21-14 in 47 minutes.

Chou, who lost his second
successive final in the BWF
World Tour Super 500 tourna-
ment, took an early lead and
had a four-point advantage at
the mid-game break at 11-7.

But Shi fought back, getting
nine points on the trot to win
the first game in 24 minutes and
carrying the momentum into
the second game. It was
21-year-old Shi’s fourth major
career title, after he won the
France SuperSeries 2016 and

two Grand Prix gold medals.

“Last year I didn’t win any
tournament, so glad to win this
and hope this (is the) first of
many to come,” world number
eight Yugi said.

In the women’s singles,
Beiwen Zhang won a hard-
fought battle against top-seed
Pusarla Venkata Sindhu of India
21-18,11-21, 22-20 in one hour
and nine minutes.

It was fifth-seeded Zhang's
first major world title as she
survived a championship point
at 19-21 to win the third and
deciding game.

Sindhu, who won the 2017
India Open, came back fighting
in the second game but fell to
Zhang's aggressive play.

“I'had nothing (to) lose, but
1 think she took more pressure
than me and she couldn’t con-

trol,” the China-born Zhang
said.

China’s Shi Yuai (right) and Taiwan’s Chou Tien Chen (left) pose
for a picture after the men’s singles final in New Delhi, yesterday.
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Arsenal's Gabonese strker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scores

the team's fourth goal during their English Premier League
football match against Everton at the Emirates Stadium in
London on Saturday.

\‘.‘
Aubame ang’s
debut effort
overshadowed b
Ramsey hat-tric

AFP

LONDON: Pierre | K his

Allardyce rips
into ‘pathetic
performance’
ReuTERS

LONDON: Angry Everton
manager Sam Allardyce tore
into his own players after their
5-1 mauling by Arsenal on
Saturday, dlsmmmg the result
as a “disa randing
Some pertormanees pathetc.

Ina withering assessment
of Everton’s prospects this sea-
son, Allardyce said he faced “an
uphill battle” ironing out Ever-
ton'sinconsistency because the
players are not stening to his
instructions.

Allardyce had been hoping
his team would emulate the
skill with which Swansea took
three points offthe Gunners on
Tuesday, making the most of
their visitors™ defensive
weaknesses.

Instead, Everton ran ino
an Arsenal sde on Saturday fir-
ing on all engines and linking
upallaround the pitch to score
seemingly at wil

It was a pathetic, pathetic
first-half_performance,”
Alardyce told reporters. "l was
angy ot balftme, Tl am

Tiwasadisastr We st

Swansea pln itin.

hat-trick in a 5-1 Premier League thrashing of Everton,
while former Gunner Alexis Sanchel netted his first

Vlamhssm United goal on

. Aaron Ramsey

hit a hat-trick

as both Henrikh

ul
rekindled his relationship
with former Borussia Dort-
mund teammate Henrikh

inhe s i, all 1. then Ive
g0t no chance. It isn't goo

the whole cam
b-par

None of our frst 11 n the

Mkhitaryan, also making his
home bow, as Arsenal’s
new-look front line shone,

Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang
shine in a
comfortable 5-1

yroduct with his first career -
& win for Arsenal.

hat-trick. Laurent Koscielny
wasalso on target.
It was Sanchez's departure that paved the way for

theis

best. And thar's why we.
ight

A

Paris Saint-Germain's
scores their second goal
against LOSC Lille during
their Ligue 1 match played
at Stade Plerre-Mauroy In
Lille, France on Saturgay.

PSG extend lead with

easy win against Lille

AP

PARIS: A superb Neymar free-
Kick helped Paris Saint-Germain

the things that we can improve,”
said PSG coach Unai Emery.

He willhope (0 have the likes
of Adrien Rabiot, Julian Draxler

and centre with our patheti
performance.” he added.
“The whole team played

rap”

Allardyce said he been
working since his arrival at
Everton at the end of Novem-

a3 Lileon  and
Sarurday s theLige Lsaders g whle Rylan Mbagge il
began. ly the:

mentogoon

ns,
defeat at Lyon last month. Their
Champions League last-16 tie against Real
Madrid is fast approaching, with the first leg to
‘come in the Spanish capital on February 14.

PSG have won 12 of their last 13 games in all
pet

cluding four in a row since a 2-1

Argentine again stood in well for
the veteran Motta. The assist had

I'm

with the

layer netted the scond gl ¢

was absent on Saturday due o

Kurzawa at left-back and he

Tooked set o go into the break

the Stade Pi
Yuri Berchiche had opencd e
alf-time.

the 3

2 League Cup semi-final

from Man-
chester United., and the Chilean also got accustomed to
his new home, scoring as Jose Mourinho's men eased
past Huddersfield Town 2-0 at OId Trafford,

Victory moved United to within 13 points of runa
way leaders Manchester City, who dropped points for
just the fourth time in the Premier League this season in
- draw at Burnley. Johann Berg Gudmundsson's equal-
iser eight minutes from time cancelled out Danilo’s
spectacular opener.

renewed sense of optimism at Arsenal following not
only Aubameyang and Mkhitaryan’s arrivals, but also
Mesut Ozl signing a new contract, exploded in a four-
goal salvo in the opening 37 minutes

play and stop leaking goals,

Giovani L Clo's delightul

worked on its atiacking skills
he did not expect them to start
banging in lots of goals.

T have to say the longer
and longer 1 go on, the incon-
sistency, | face an uphill batile
trying (0 get them more con-
sistent to play their best week
in, week out. Defensively we
work just as much as we work
in attacking. We've been try-

‘with PSG now 11 points clear of
Marseille at the top of the table.
PSG have won 12 of their last
13 games in all competitions,
including four in a row since
21 defeata Lyon ast month

winat

‘Alotof things can still hap-
pen. | cannot say today whois
going to play in Madrid, that is
impossible. just hope the best is

time, drilling home after a poor
attempted clearance by Junior
Alonso fell to him,

Lille are a club with serious ~ goal.
off-field worries, concerns about
their finances leading to them

onlevel terms before Berchiche
struck. and they were upset
that Cavani was not flagged
offside in the build-up to that

Just 13 minutes remained
when Neymar effctvely ended
h

Diarra, 0n as a substitute for his
league del

Marseille cl
extraordinary 6-3 win over bot-
tom club Metz on Friday, with
Florian Thauvin scoring a
hat-trick

Fourth-placed Monaco host
Lyon, who are third, in a key
game in the battle for Champi-
ons League places on Sunday

Elsewhere on Saturday,
Mathieu Debuchy scored on his

Emery,

whose team have a French Cup

tie at Sochaux fo come on

Tuesday
I

Their -
pions League last-16 tie ay

Spanish capital on February 14.

Eliaquim Man-

Ramsey
gala on his Everton debut.

‘The momentthe Arsenal faithful had been waiting for
came eight minutes before the break when Aubameyang

allowed to stand despite the Gabon striker being offside
when the pass was played.

Everton restored some pride after the break as
Dominic Calvert-Lewin reduced the arrears before Ram-

fve intsafthe top o
ot clled sk e
onof the 60th am of the Munich air disaster
{hat Killed eight of tho reat United Bushy Babes side by
from Wednesday's defeat at Tottenham

Hotspur.
But the hosts had 0 wait until 10 minutes into the sec-

Volleyed home Juan Mata’s cross for his 19th of the sea-
s, Sanches wasthengven thecance 0 cap s Home

|usrm§|dc the area by Michacl Hefele.
And much to his relief, Sanchez tapped home the
e

spot

in
Di Maria again started alongside
Neymar and Edinson Cavani in
attack. but the Uruguayan was
unable to add to his club record
tally of 157 goals.

handed a start ahead of Layvin

argo
that prevented them from add
ing(othei suad n iy,

reported
chub had been told they face
being relegated at the end of the
season f their financialsituation
does no

regardiess of their final league
aniard Berchiche was  position

Christophe Galtier's side had

top-left corner witha e bick
from ighton the edge of the

“l was the Brazitan's 1800
‘goal in I7 Ligue 1 appearance:
with seven of those coming in
his last three outings

Lo Celso arguably topped
Neymar's effort with his chip
over Lille goalkeeper Mike
Maignan, as the young

debut for Saint-Etienne in their
2:0

France right-back Debuchy
signed a deal uniil the end of the
season in midweek after being
allowed (o leave Arsenal. He was
also involved in the build-up to
Remy Cabella’s goal that sealed
the win.

Bordeaux made it two wins
outof two under new coach Gus-
tavo Poyet, beating Strasbourg
2-0away.

Wenger says united friends can transform Arsenal

his first career hat inst
Everton, it was the. pmmmng oart.

r we can make more of

him bet
tha

i there in a good position in the
Do and | et ahiays thathe had
between 10 and 15 goalsat

says the

old friends Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Henrikh Mkhi-
taryan can transform Arsenal's
turbulent season.

Mkhitaryan that

“Overall the two players inte-
‘grated well into our game and they
Tooked s if they han dplyed orus
forever.” said Weny

nal debut with a goal in Saturday’s

in his first start for the Gunners.

what our gae I about.Techni-
th

tat
and sill has some work to do on
that, but the price is reasonable I
think. overall for that quality of
strker in today's market.”
MKhitaryan struggled to mat
animpactat United, but he ook

s Iocker - Wenger ssd.

idn't do it until now

because  think he rshed. some.

tmes, with s inishing He ooks
much cal

Ererton boss Sam Allar dyct

e s s oo

linking with and

match

asapremer
n

Sy ware made 0 hosof squandered chances,

former Borssa ortmund e

mates eeded boost
Tor esenabows Wenger ater a
difficult January that saw Alexis

Leicester missed the magic of star man Riyad Mah-
rezas they drew 1-1 at hom «

veto
Manchester United, while the
thi th

was a constant
menace with s pace amd encrgy
and, while his goal was fortunate
given he was offside when he ran
onto MKhitaryan's pass, there was
enough quality on display t0 sug-
est he may keep the misiing

Lacazelte on the bench

i has rainc e Ltcostrpriced M
chester Gty out of a move for Mahrez on transfer deadline
a

ay.
Southampton earned their frst win since Novem-

pitch.

Gabon striker Aubameyang
joined from Dortmund on dead-
line day for a club record §56m.

Ibion to

move out of the bottom three.

menia midficlder
Mkhitaryan, who arrived earlier in

beating West Ham 3-1, while Bournemouth moved up
o inth by coming from behind to beat Stoke 2-1

deal for Sanchez.
‘While Aaron Ramsey scored

forhe foresceshi ure
“The quality of his movement
and finishing was excellent. He

fourgos n mz first half.
ik player and

iz

‘Overall, 1 think he looked

an instruciion s the players
mpum.mluy atths evelof foot
ball." he

Wetned o gvehose nsiruc
tions. There wa 1y goo

by the rest of the

well how we want (o play. I can
say is that it was a convineing
debut

‘Wenger also reserved praise

P o
his movement, he s always look-
ing 10 go into spaces that are
difficult to cover,” Wenger said.
“When he gets ahead itis hard
o catch him

finally took his manager's advice
tostay cool in front of goal

“I felt always — when 1
watched the games after on the
video - y he

day t

ourplanon hat
“We set out to play like that,
unfortunarely Swansea played ai
heir game and we

“Thatis why we were tumbling
‘goals left.right and centre with our
pathetic performance. None of it
‘wasany good. All the team played

Ars@MaI's French manager Arsene Wenger gestures on
e sdelneBuinoSEIDIeh Premier Lorous oot
match against Everton on Saturday.

result, it's hard to take.
After our second goal
we had to control the
ball, nothing else, and
defensively we were not
good. The truth is the
game was under control
and we had done the
hard part, which is
scoring: Zinedine

REUTERS

MADRID: Real Madrid's season has
lurched from one disappointment to

first converted by Emmanuel Boat-
eng before Pazzini's late
intervention.

Madrid captain Sergio Ramos

the mood at the club was further
soured by a 2-2 La Liga draw at
Levante on Saturday, a result that
left embattled coach Zinedine Zidne
disgusted”.

en played

idane fuming as Real held

each of their last six league games
and shipped a total of 25 goals, more
than twice as many as Barcelona (10)
and second-placed Atletico Madrid
©

JoselL
up to Levante’s first equaliser three

King's Cup by local rivals Leganes,

. 33-year-old forward
Parsing s desdine day loan signing

the lead with Giampaolo Pazzi
89th minute equaliser eart
Levante a point and leaviny
defen

(s behind arch
rivals and leaders Barcelona
Madrid started the year poorly
but consecutive league wins over
Deportv La Conunaand Valenia

from Verona,
between Dani Carvajal and Raphael

Varane (0 score on his debut after
Isco had
advantage.

restored  Madrid's

win s the Champions League, in
which they have a tricky last 16 tie
against Paris St Germain (o

adamant
that Madrid cannot continue to
defend so poorly if they wish to

irs
hard to take,”

crown.

“After our second goal we had to

in two goals. that's ootball” Casem-
iro sald. “We have o think
s clear we

control the ball, nothing else, and
good

m.gm e turning  comer, untl they
slipped up again against a hard-
working Levante.

‘The coach was furious that his
team made two defensive errors
which led to both Levante goals, the

control and we had done the hard
part. which is scoring We scored the
second, 2-1, but we made two errors
and they scored two goals against

s
Madrid have now conceded in

ot ek those misiakes against
PSG”

‘Madrid host PSG at the Santiago
Bernabeu on Feb. 14 in the frst leg
of their Champions League show-
down, with the return in Paris on
March

r Pler

Ciutat de Valencia Stadium in Valencia on Saturday. TOP LEFT: Real Madrid's French coach Zinedine Zidane

gestures during the matc!

Guardiola defends sub selection
amid Man City injury crisis

AFP

drew widespread criticism, partic-
ularly from the television pundit

Of course we are sad to drop two
points but to come here and play
did 3

And the City manager insisted
that complacency wasn't City’s

his decision to name only six substi-
tutes for Manchester City’s 1-1
Premier League draw at Burnley,
claiming that he
enough players to fill
despite boasting the Premier
Lesgue’s mostexpensivesquad.

The City d Turl
B e plnyr
ers on Saturday and has recently
complained that referees are not
offering his players enough
protection.

also had a late pursuit of

P ]
by the Foxes before Wednesday

have

Gary Neville who described the

Even without a sries of key

‘The draw at Turf Moor came 24
hours after Manchester United
manager Jose Mourinho appeared

Sane and Gabriel Jesus, City| fooken
well on course for victory after
Danilo’s stunning 22nd minute

Guardiola’
missed  caloge of chances n
the second half the worst of which
saw England fo m Ster-
ling miss a straightforward tap-in
before he was substituted two min
utes later.

And that error was punished

Be

But Guardiola insisted that an

Gudmundsson volleyed in a spec.

Friday evening was also a key fac-

equaliser.
“That's football, the next time
who

he willscore,

young-

the s ean
't have any players.”
sid G “They are injured.

“I'dlike to have I8 players and
could have called on one o the sec-
ond team, but they played
yesterday. Others were injured.

“We decided not o bring some-
one onto the bench who played last
night because they wouldn't have
played. We will see at Leicester (on
R S I AT

back

However, Guardiola's selection

“Today there was one
chance and that can
happen. We will focus
on the next day,
focus on improv-
ing to become a
stronger team.
‘That happens.
“There

waiting for the
last pass,or shot.

Guardiola. The Catalan had dis-
BT e
the ve o the game akming tal,

“Believe me the team was
focused,” said Guardiola. "You don't
playas we did without that.

“Jose said what he did, I said
what I did. You can believe which
one. There are il 36 poinis to play
for. Alot will happen.

:ull plenty f footall e 1o be
play

Pep Guardiola

one goalkeeper. Football is unpre-
dictable - you saw what happened
‘We played amazing football,

tic that (we) can keep going a this

Burnley manager Sean Dyche
i i T
league games but

forance sgalsta 8¢ e aly
expect towin the eague

an unbelievable miss

and g Lrange e eeing nthe
stadium and our quality was on
show with a fantastic goal.” said

che.
“But they're the best side in
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Rockets rout Cavs;
Nuggets claim win

AFP

LOS ANGELES: Chris Paul
finished with 22 points and 11
assists as the Houston Rockets
became the latest team to
pummel LeBron James’ strug-
gling Cleveland Cavaliers with a
120-88 win on Saturday.

The Rockets did it without a
big night from James Harden
who finished with 16 points,
while on the other side James
had just 11 points and didn’t play
at all in the fourth quarter with
the game out of reach.

Harden has been averaging
31 points a game this season for
the Rockets, who won their
fourth consecutive game and
their 11th in their last 13. Ryan
Anderson stepped in with 21
points.

Since losing at Golden State
on Christmas Day, Cleveland
have been humiliated in several
matchups against top level NBA
clubs. They lost by 28 at Minne-
sota, 34 in Toronto, 24 at home
to Oklahoma City and now by
32 to the Rockets.

The Cavaliers looked noth-
ing like the team that has made
it to the last three NBA finals.

“I'm lost for words,” James
said.

The defending Eastern Con-
ference champs played their
second game without injured all-
star forward Kevin Love, who
suffered a broken left hand ear-
lier this week and could be out
for two months.

Isaiah Thomas scored 12 for

Cleveland, who have lost 12 of

La Clippers m3 (Chicago 103
Detroit m Miami 107
Indiana 100 Phiadelphia 92
Washington 115 Orlando 98
Houston 120 Cevend 88
Minnesota 118 NewOrleans 107
Utah 120 SanAntonio 111
Denver 115 Golden State 108
Dalas 106 Sacamento 99

18 and don’t seem to have any
answers on the floor for what
ails them.

“They should take us off
every nationally televised game
for the rest of the season,” said
James.

“We haven't played good at
all and we get our butts kicked
every time we play on national
television, so I'm at a loss for
words.”

In Denver, Nikola Jokic
scored 19 points and added nine
rebounds as the Nuggets came
from behind to beat the Golden
State Warriors 115-108.

Denver rallied from a
12-point deficit in the second
half to hand the Warriors their
second loss in three games.

“For us to come and get the
defending world champs was
huge,” said Denver’s Gary Har-
ris, who tallied 16 points.

Will Barton had 25 points
and Harris 16 for the Nuggets,
who split the four games with
Golden State this season.

Kevin Durant scored 31
points and Stephen Curry had
24 for Golden State.

Golden State Warriors centre Zaza Pachulia (left) guards Denver
Nuggets centre Nikola Jokic during their NBA game on Saturday.

CLEVELAND

Chris Paul (left) of the Houston Rockets shoots over Jeff Green
of the Cleveland Cavaliers during their NBA game on Saturday.

“They hit some shots
tonight,” Durant said. “We made
plays but down the stretch we
couldn’t get it done.”

In Detroit, Andre Drum-
mond had 23 points and 20
rebounds and Ish Smith tallied
a season-high 25, including a
clutch triple in the final minute,
as the Detroit Pistons beat the
Miami Heat 111-107.

Blake Griffin helped offset a
poor shooting night by making
akey three pointer with 44 sec-
onds remaining in the fourth.

The 28-year-old Griffin, who
spent all eight NBA seasons with
the Los Angeles Clippers before
being traded to the Pistons on
Monday, missed his first five
shots from beyond the arc before
making one in the final minute.
He finished six-of-19 from the
field with 16 total points. The Pis-
tons won their third straight
game since the trade and are 2-0
with Griffin in uniform as they
pulled within a game of .500

with a 25-26 record on the
season.

Goran Dragic scored 33
points for the Heat, who have
lost three in a row. Miami was
missing centre Hassan White-
side, who was sidelined with an
illness.

With the Pistons ahead by
four and 44 seconds to play,
Griffin hit a triple to give Detroit
a108-101 lead.

Dragic responded with a
four-point play, making a three-
pointer while being fouled with
32 seconds left.

Detroit ran the clock down
and on the next possession Grif-
fin found a wide-open Smith
who sank his only three-point
attempt of the game with 14 sec-
onds left to restore the lead to
six points.

Elsewhere, Tobias Harris
scored 24 points in his Clippers’
debut, leading Los Angeles to a
113-103 victory over the Chicago
Bulls.

Zajac’s 3 points
lead Devils
past Penguins

AP

NEWARK: Travis Zajac scored
two goals and set up another as
the New Jersey Devils limited
Pittsburgh to a season-low 16
shots in posting a 3-1victory on
Saturday night, ending the
Penguins’ four-game winning
streak.

Blake Coleman also scored
and Stefan Noesen had two
assists in helping the Devils win
their third straight since return-
ing from the All-Star break.
Keith Kinkaid made 15 saves
and benefited from a goal-
tender interference call that
denied Sidney Crosby a third-
period goal.

Evgeni Malkin, the NHL
player of the month in January
with 12 goals, scored in the third
period. He now has eight goals
in his last four games, 15 since
January 1, and 29 overall.
Rookie goaltender Casey
DeSmith made 35 saves for the
Penguins, who looked sluggish
after beating Washington on
Friday night. Sidney Crosby,
who also missed an open net in
the second period, had his
11-game point scoring streak
stopped. The run is tied for the
NHL best this season.

Lightning 4, Canucks 2

Yanni Gourde scored late in
the second period to give
Tampa Bay a three-goal lead,
and they went on to their fifth
win in six games.

Chris Kunitz, Victor Hed-
man and Cory Conacher also
scored for Eastern Conference-
leading Tampa Bay, and Andrei
Vasilevskiy stopped 31 shots.
Nikita Kucherov had two
assists. Thomas Vanek and
Brock Boeser scored for the
Canucks, who were vying to

win their third straight at home
for the first time this season.
Jacob Markstrom finished with
24 saves.

Kings 6, Coyotes 0

Darcy Kuemper made 27
saves for his 10th career shut-
out, Jake Muzzin and Trevor
Lewis scored on special teams,
and Los Angeles won its second
straight against the Pacific Divi-
sion after five straight
regulation losses.

Dustin Brown, Anze Kopi-
tar, Adrian Kempe and Alex
lafallo each had a goal and an
assist for the Kings.

Scott Wedgewood made 29
saves for the Coyotes, who had
their streak of four consecutive
wins against the Kings and
three straight in Los Angeles
end.

Jets 3, Avalanche O

Connor Hellebuyck stopped
25 shots for his fifth shutout of
the season as Winnipeg
improved to 5-0-2 in its last
seven games.

Patrik Laine scored his
team-leading 24th goal, rookie
Jack Roslovic was credited with
his second and Nikolaj Ehlers
added an empty-netter for the
Jets. Blake Wheeler had two
assists.

Ducks 5, Canadiens 2

man Jeff Petry scored two
goals to help Montreal end a
three-game losing streak.

Logan Shaw, Joe Morrow
and David Schlemko also
scored for the Canadiens.

Corey Perry and Rikard
Rakell scored for Anaheim,
which was coming off an over-
time loss in Ottawa on Thursday
night. The Ducks outshot Mon-
treal 45-29, but Antti Niemi,
starting in place of Carey Price,
made several brilliant stops.

New Jersey Devils’ players celebrate their goal against the
Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday.

Brady wins MVP; Rams, Saints shine at NFL Honor's

AFP

MINNESOTA: New England
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady
became the oldest ever to win
the AP’s Most Valuable Player
Award on Saturday, doing so at
age 40.

Brady claimed 40 of the 50
votes from a national panel of
media, with the Los Angeles
Rams’ Todd Gurley garnering
eight votes and Philadelphia’s
Carson Wentz getting two.
Injured Patriots team-mate
Julian Edelman accepted the
award on Brady’s behalf at the
NFL Honors ceremony in
Minneapolis.

The award is Brady’s third
MVP honor, tying him with Jim
Brown, Johnny Unitas and Brett
Favre for second most all-time.
Peyton Manning holds the record
with five.

Brady thanked his team-
mates in an acceptance video
posted to the Patriots’ Twitter
account after he received the
honour.

“I'm very humbled and hon-
ored to accept this award
tonight,” Brady said.

“In a team sport like football,
you certainly can’t achieve any-
thing as an individual without
incredible teammates and
incredible coaches who have
really committed so much to our
team this year.”

It was the 10th time in the
past 11 seasons that a quarter-
back won the award, a streak
broken only by Adrian Peterson
in 2012. A different QB has won
it in each of the past five seasons.
Brady previously won it in 2007
and 2010.

The 18-year veteran led the
NFL in passing attempts (581),
yards (4,577) and yards per game
(286.1) this season while throw-
ing for 32 scores and eight
interceptions. Only Alex Smith
(104.7) and Drew Brees (103.9)
finished with a better passer rat-
ing than Brady's 102.8.

Brady will try to be the first
player to win MVP and the Super
Bowl in the same season since
Kurt Warner did so in 1999. The
last eight MVPs to appear in the
Super Bowl wound up on the los-
ing team, including Brady in
2007.

The Los Angeles Rams made

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady talks during a media
availability at the Super Bow! LIl Media Center last week.

noise at the NFL Honors show
on Saturday, with running back
Todd Gurley claiming Offensive
Player of the Year, defensive
tackle Aaron Donald winning
Defensive Player of the Year and
Sean McVay grabbing Coach of
the Year.

Donald became the first pure
defensive tackle to win the top

defensive award since Warren
Sapp in 1999, garnering 23 of 50
votes. He edged Jacksonville’s
Calais Campbell (17 votes). Ari-
zona's Chandler Jones, who led
the league in sacks (17), tackles
for loss (28) and quarterback hits
(33), received five votes.
Donald finished the year
with 11 sacks, 15 tackles for loss

and 27 quarterback hits, most or
tied for most among defensive
tackles in each category. He
earned his fourth Pro Bowl
appearance in as many seasons
and third consecutive first-team
All-Pro selection.

“Words can’t express what
I'm feeling right now,” Donald
said. “Trying to hold back the
tears.”

The 26-year-old is headed
into the final year of his rookie
contract, a fifth-year option that
will pay him $6.9 million. Rams
general manager Les Snead said
in January that an extension for
Donald is a “major priority” this
offseason.

Gurley also had a remarka-
ble campaign, leading the league
in yards from scrimmage (2,093)
and touchdowns (19). He nar-
rowly missed out on the rushing
title after sitting out the Rams’
meaningless Week 17 finale.

“It just tells you the type of
players we have on the team,”
Gurley said of the Rams claim-
ing top offensive and defensive
honors.

The 23-year-old back earned
his second Pro Bowl nod and an

All-Pro selection, the first of his
career.

Gurley and Donald are both
former Rookie of the Year win-
ners, as Gurley took offensive
honors in 2015 and Donald won
on defense in 2014.

Another NFC running back
claimed the Offensive Rookie of
the Year title this season, New
Orleans Saints third-round pick
Alvin Kamara.

Kamara had just 120 carries
all year, but his 6.1 yards-per-
carry average led all running
backs by more than a full yard.
Only quarterback Cam Newton
(5.4) was remotely close among
all players.

The 22-year-old Tennessee
product also caught 81 passes for
826 yards and finished third in
the league in scrimmage yards
(1,901) and second in total touch-
downs (15), including one that
came via kick return.

Kamara received 28 votes,
edging Kansas City’s Kareem
Hunt (21). Houston’s Deshaun
Watson received the other vote
despite missing the second half
of the year with a torn anterior
cruciate ligament.
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‘Extremely worried’ IOC threatens to expel boxing

AFP

PYEONGCHANG: The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (I0C)
threatened to axe boxing from
the Tokyo 2020 Games yester-
day as it opened an investigation
into the sport’s controversial
governing body and said
concerns lingered over possible
match-fixing at Rio 2016.

The 10C’s executive
board also froze contacts with
and financial payments to the
International Amateur

Boxing Association (AIBA),
whose interim president has
been named as a leading
criminal by the US Treasury
Department.

The board said it was “not
satisfied” with a report by AIBA
about its governance, referee-
ing and anti-doping issues, and
demanded a further report by
April 30.

“The I0C reserves the right
to review the inclusion of box-
ing on the programme of the
Youth Olympic Games Buenos

Aires 2018 and the Olympic
Games Tokyo 2020,” a state-
ment said.

AIBA responded later on
Sunday with a statement that
insisted it had fulfilled “the I0C’s
request to submit a Progress
Report”.

“This decision is extremely
disappointing for AIBA as it
hoped the 10C Executive Board
would have understood that the
processes necessary to imple-
ment even more measures
require more time,” the

statement said yesterday. I0C
president Thomas Bach said
AIBA had been asked to provide
more information about accu-
sations of fixing at the Rio
Olympics, where a group of offi-
cials were sent home following
a number of controversial
decisions.

“We are still looking into
this issue... we want them to
(give) a satisfying explanation,”
Bach said, adding: “We are
extremely worried about the
governance of AIBA.”

Naduva hat-trick as
final

HAMILTON: A flying Alasio
Sovita Naduva bagged three tries
as Fiji came from behind for a
shock win over South Africa in
the final of the World Rugby
Sevens Series in Hamilton
yesterday.

It was the first time Fiji have
made a final this season and the
win lifted them from fifth to third
on the table as they became the
fourth different winner in four
legs.

“I'm speechless,” captain
Jerry Tuwai said after his Pacific
islanders overhauled a 12-point
deficit at half-time with three
tries in the second half.

“We have a very young team
and I'm really happy with the
way the guys performed.”

Tuwai said that with South
Africa ahead 17-5 at the midway
stage he urged his side not to
give up.

“I'told the boys this is the last
game, after this we go home, so
play as a team and give it
everything.”

Fiji were on the back foot 30
seconds into the game when
Josua Vakurunabili was yellow
carded and during his absence
Kwagga Smith scored the open-
ing try for South Africa.

Naduva replied with is first
try before Kyle Brown and
Branco du Preez crossed to give
South Africa a substantial lead.

The second half, however,

Fiji pose to celebrate after winning the final gold medal match at the World Rugby Sevens Series
between Fiji and South Africa at Waikato Stadium in Hamilton yesterday.

I'm speechless. We have
a very young team and
I'm really happy with the
way the guys performed:
Captain Jerry Tuwai

was all Fiji with two further tries
to Naduva and one from Eroni
Sau to reverse last year’s result

France’s Antoine Dupont lies on the pitch

after being injured Saturday.

when they lost the final to South
Africa in New Zealand.

South Africa had been the
form team of the tournament as
they cruised through pool play
without being extended and then
moved through the quarter and
semi-finals beating Scotland
22-0 and Australia 24-5.

It was not such a smooth run
for Fiji who needed their get-
out-of-jail card to beat Samoa
12-10 in the quarter-finals with
Kalioni Nasoko running 95

<

metres to score the winning try
on the last play of the game.

They lost Sevuloni
Mocenacagi for the final two
matches after he was suspended
for two games for a dangerous
tackle, but still had just enough
firepower to beat New Zealand
14-12 in the semi-finals.

Australia beat New Zealand
8-7 in the play-off for third with
the winning points coming from
a penalty by Jim Stannard on
full-time.

M~

Season over for Dupont;
Jalibert out for month

AFP

PARIS: Talented young France

scrum-half Antoine Dupont’s
season is over due to a knee
injury suffered against Ire-
land, national team coach

Jacques Brunel said
yesterday.

Meanwhile, teenage fly-
half Matthieu Jalibert, who
made his debut in Saturday's
dramatic 15-13 Six Nations
defeat, will likely miss the
rest of the tournament, like-
wise due to a knee injury.

Dupont, 20, suffered a
ruptured cruciate ligament
during a nine-minute cameo
on Saturday, while the
19-year-old Jalibert has a
partially torn knee ligament.

“He will be out for a minimum
of one month, perhaps two,”
said Brunel of Jalibert.

The Bordeaux-Begles
No.10 could be fit again for
France’s final two tourna-
ment matches, at home to
England on March 10 and
away to Wales a week later.

Back-row forward Kevin
Gourdon will be out for up to a
month after twisting his ankle
against Ireland, meaning he will
certainly miss next week's trip
to Scotland and possibly also the
clash with Italy in Marseille on
February 23.

Centre Henry Chavancy
has been passed fit, though,
after a suspicion of an ankle
injury and fractured eyebrow.
The injuries mean there could

be a return to the France
squad for experienced Tou-
lon fly-half Francois
Trinh-Duc, who was surpris-
ingly left out by Brunel.
Dupont’s most likely
replacements will be either
Lyon's Baptiste Couilloud or
Alexi Bales of La Rochelle.
Gourdon’s injury could
see Louis Picamoles recalled
to the squad after poor
recent form saw him left out
of Brunel's original group.
Former Toulouse and
Northampton No.8 Picamoles
responded to his France snub
with an impressive perform-
ance in French Top 14 leaders
Montpellier's 30-29 win at
champions Clermont last
week. Brunel, who made his

debut as France coach
against Ireland, already faces
the task of rebuilding his
team, which has now gone
seven Tests without a victory,
before next week’s trip to
Murrayfield.

“It's a slight hammer
blow, but the competition
continues,” Brunel said of the
last-gasp Ireland defeat.

“You have to get up,
revive the spirits a bit and
start tomorrow.

Brunel also admitted that
it may have been a mistake
to let replacement fly-half
Anthony Belleau, who looks
in line to start against Scot-
land, take a crucial late
penalty that could have
handed France victory.

AIBA’s interim president,
Gafur Rakhimov, has been
described as “one of
Uzbekistan's leading criminals”
by the US Treasury Department,
which has frozen his assets in
the country and claims he has
links to the heroin trade.

Rakhimov, 66, came to
power last month following the
abrupt resignation of Italy’s
Franco Falcinelli, who was
briefly interim president after
Taiwan's Wu Ching-Kuo
stepped down in November.

“Our message to the I0C
and to the world of boxing is
that AIBA is turning over a new
leaf and we intend to demon-
strate our responsibility to all
national federations and our
commitment to the sport we all
love,” Rakhimov said in an AIBA
statement last week.

Boxing, one of the core
Olympic sports, has been con-
tested at every edition of the
Games apart from Stockholm in
1912, because it was banned in
Sweden at the time.

US down Argentina
to open Americas
Rugby defence

AFP

LOS ANGELES: The United
States launched their defense
of the Americas Rugby Cham-
pionship with a dramatic 17-10
triumph over Argentina XV on
Saturday at StubHub Center in
Los Angeles.

The contest went down to
the wire, as a last-gasp attack
from Argentina saw Rodrigo
Bruni cross the line only to
knock on.

Juan Cappiello was shown
yellow in just the seventh
minute for a late tackle on Mar-
cel Brache.

Will Magie couldn’t connect
on the penalty, but landed his
second attempt to put the
Americans up 3-0.

Argentina fought their way
back into it with a penalty from
Juan Cruz Gonzalez and a try
from Santiago Montagner who
powered over with the man
advantage with Cam Dolan in
the sin bin.

The conversion was good
to put Argentina up 10-3 at half-
time, but the hosts dominated
after the break.

Magie closed the gap with
his second penalty and the

Eagles got a try as Tony Lam-
born ripped through two
defenders to sweep around the
corner and regain the lead for
the United States.

With both teams looking to
their replacements, former
England under-20 fly-half Will
Hooley came on for Magie to
make his first appearance in an
Eagles jersey and slotted two
penalties to make it 17-10.

A desperate Argentina
looked to have produced the try
they needed, but Bruni lost pos-
session of the ball before the
grounding and upon video
review the try was waved off.

In the day’s other match,
Brazil edged Chile 16-14 in San-
tiago, their first victory ever on
Chilean soil.

Jardel Vettorado dived over
for a try for Brazil and Josh
Reeves contributed the conver-
sion and three penalties as
Brazil posted their first away
win in ARC play.

The tournament continues
next weekend, when Brazil
host Uruguay at Sao Paulo,
Argentina XV host Chile at
Ushuaia and the United States
host Canada in Sacramento,
California.

Six Nations chiefs

to probe

France

head injuries

AFP

LONDON: Six Nations chiefs
yesterday revealed they will
review several incidents relat-
ing to head injury protocols in
Ireland’s 15-13 win over France.

France stars Matthieu Jal-
ibert and Antoine Dupont
suffered knee injuries, but were
also sent for head injury assess-
ments (HIAs) in Saturday’s
clash.

France coach Jacques
Brunel claimed this was
ordered by the independent
doctor at the Stade de France
in Paris.

Dupont’s departure for an
HIA was particularly controver-
sial as it allowed starting
scrum-half Maxime Machen-
aud to return to the field instead
of forcing France to bring on
wing Benjamin Fall instead.

That would have forced
France into a backline reshuf-
fle. Former Ireland skipper
Brian O'Driscoll (pictured) was
among those who questioned
the fairness of the decisions.

O'Driscoll tweeted: “Just
because we won with an
INCREDIBLE 42 METER drop
goal that HIA decision shouldn’t
get swept under the carpet. It
was nothing short of a
disgrace!!!”

Yesterday, the Six Nations
announced in a statement: “The
HIA review processor is review-
ing a number of incidents from

the France v Ireland match in
the senior men’s
championship.

“Depending on their find-
ings, Six Nations Rugby Limited
(SNRL) will be considering the
next steps in respect of those
incidents.”

The statement said sanc-
tions could be imposed
-- without saying who to -- and
changes made to the process,
depending on the review pan-
el’s findings.

“The HIA review panel can
as part of its review make rec-
ommendations (among other
things) as to further education
and training that is required,
and/or whether disciplinary
action should be taken by SNRL.
This two-stage review process
is required by World Rugby.”

Both Dupont and Jalibert
suffered cruciate knee ligament
damage, with the former's sea-
son now over and the latter
likely to miss the rest of the Six
Nations.
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The way our spinners
are bowling | am pretty

confident we can

continue (with) the same

momentum.

Virat Kohli,
Indian cricket captain.

FOOTBALL
Watford vs Chelsea
English Premier League

RT ™

Football
Las Palmas vs Malaga
LalLiga

Chahal puts Sout

AFP

CENTURION, SOUTH AFRICA:
Indian captain Virat Kohli said
after a crushing win in the
second one-day international at
SuperSport Park yesterday that
he wanted his match-winning
wrist spinners to continue to put
pressure on South Africa’s
batsmen.

Yuzvendra Chahal and Kul-
deep Yadav set up a nine-wicket
win which gave India a 2-0 lead
in the six-match series.

Leg-spinner Chahal picked
up a career-best five for 22 and
left-armer Yadav took three for
20 as South Africa were bowled
out for 118, the lowest total in
one-day internationals at the
ground.

“We know that their middle
order is inexperienced and we
want to cash in on that in the
future games and put some real
pressure on them,” said Kohli.

“The way our spinners are
bowling I am pretty confident we
can continue (with) the same
momentum.”

Both Indian spinners
extracted a surprising amount of
turn on a dry pitch which man
of the match Chahal admitted
was helpful. “We also play in
these conditions in India,” he
said.

Kohli said it had been a com-
plete bowling performance, with
new ball bowlers Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Jasprit Bumrah set-
ting the tone.

“They didn’t let South Africa

SCOREBOARD

South Africa

H Amla ¢ Dhoni b Kumar 3
Qe Kok ¢ Pandya b Chahal 20
AMarkgam ¢ Kumar b Kuldeep Yadav 8
J Duminy lbw b Chaha b
D Miler ¢Rahane b Kuldeep Yada 0
KZondo ¢ Pandya b Chahal 2
CMorris ¢ Kumar b Chahal )

KRabada low b Kuideep Yadav.
MMorkellbw b Chahal

Bowling: Kumar 5-119-1, Bumrah 51121, Pandya
5:0-34-0, Chahal 8.2-1-22-5, Kuldeep Yadav 6-0-203
(1w), Jadhav 3-0-11-0

India

RSharma ¢ Morkel b Rabada 15
S Dhawan (not out). 51
VKohli not out). 46
Extras (81, W6) 7
Total (1wk)... e 19

Fall of wicket: 1-26

1
1
Imran Tahir b Burnrah 0
T Shams (not out). 0

710,817,918

ng: 4-0-30-0 (3w), Rabada 5-0-24-1 (1w),
Morrs 3-016-0 (1w), Imran Tahir 53-030-0° (w),
Shamsi3-118-0
Did not bat: A Rahane, M Dhoni, K Jadhav, H Pandya, B
Kumar, Kuldeep Yadav, ) Bumrah, Y Chahal
Result:india won by nine wickets

h Africa in a spin

Indian bowler Yuzvendra Chahal (right) celebrates the dismissal of South African batsman JP Duminy
(centre) during the second One Day International match at Centurion cricket ground yesterday.

get away with scoring too many
runs,” he said.

South Africa made a reason-
able start, with Hashim Amla and
Quinton de Kock putting on 39
for the first wicket before Amla
was caught behind off Kumar.
De Kock fell to Chahal, one of
three b: to fall with the

Mominul guides Bangladesh
to draw with record ton

total on 51 as the spinners took
control.

“We knew if we got those
two at the top, their middle order
is inexperienced and a bit shaky,”
said Kohli.

“The spinners were out-
standing. They were getting
bounce and pace off the wicket,

AFP

CHITTAGONG, BANGLADESH: Mominul
Haque became the first player from Bang-
ladesh to score a century in both innings
of a Test as he steered his side to a draw
in the opening match against Sri Lanka
yesterday.

Mominul, who made 176 in the first
innings, hit 105 off 174 balls to help Bang-
ladesh reach 307-5 before the teams
accepted the draw with an hour's play left
on the fifth and final day in Chittagong.

Skipper Mahmudullah was at the
crease on 28 not out alongside Mosaddek
Hossain (8 not out) when the stumps were
drawn at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium. Sri Lanka held a 200-run first
innings lead after declaring on a mam-
moth 713-9 in reply to Bangladesh’s 513.

“I would put my second century
ahead of the first one because it helped
us save the game,” Mominul said.

“We have been in this situation
before. You have to be mentally strong
and believe in yourself.”

The visitors fancied their chances for
avictory when veteran spinner Rangana
Herath picked up the crucial wicket of
Mushfiqur Rahim off the last ball on the
fourth day.

But Mominul, 18 not out overnight,

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh (innings):

SriLanka (linning:

Bangladesh (Il innings):

Tamim lgbal ¢ Dickviellab Sandakan 41
Imrul Kayes ¢ Chandimal b Perera 19
Mominu! Haque ¢ Karunaratne b de Sia.... 105
Mushfiqur Rafim ¢ Mendis b Herath, 2
Liton Das ¢ Perera b Herath. 94
Mahmudullah (not out). 2
Mosaddek Hossain (not out) 8
Extras (83,182, W1,NB 4). 10

Total (five wkts; 100 overs).............. 307

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-76, 3-81, 4-261,5-279

Did not bat: Mefedi Hasan, Tajul Islam, Sunzamul lslam, Mustafizur Rah-
man

Bowling: Herath 28-6-80-2, Lakmal 91-25-0 (nb), de Siva 12-0-41-1,
Perera 26:5-74-1 (nb2), Sandakan 18-2-64-1 (nbi), Kumara 6-0-16-0 (wi),
Mendis 1-0-2-0

Result: Draw

and Liton Das, who fell just six runs short
of his maiden Test century, shared a cru-
cial 180-run stand for the fourth wicket
to frustrate the Sri Lankan bowlers.

It was Dhananjaya de Silva who broke
their partnership, dismissing Mominul
shortly after the left-hander scored his
second century of the game with a single
off Lakshan Sandakan.

Dimuth Karunaratne took the catch
atslip to bring the curtains down on a fine
innings, featuring five fours and two sixes.

Karunaratne, who was out for a duck
in Sri Lanka’s first innings, criticised the
batsman-friendly pitch.

“I'don’t think this is a good wicket for
Test cricket because already 1,500 runs
have been scored,” he said.

“I think there needs to be something
for the bowlers as well. | am hopeful we
will get a 50-50 wicket in the next Test.”

Man of the match Mominul had
nicked a delivery from Herath on 89 but
wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella failed
to grab a low catch.

Liton also looked confident on the
other side but his lavish attempt for a six
to complete his century brought his
downfall.

Dilruwan Perera ran backward from
mid-off to take a fine catch off Herath as
Liton departed after hitting 11 fours during
his 182-ball stay.

A short ball from Lahiru Kumara
struck Mominul on the helmet but he
appeared unfazed and scored a single off
the next ball, becoming the highest run
scorer for Bangladesh in a single Test.

Mominul, who reached 56 with the
single, overtook Tamim Igbal’s aggregate
of 231 runs against Pakistan in Khulna in
2015. Herath finished with 2-80 for Sri
Lanka. The second and final Test will start
in Dhaka on February 8.

which worked in our favour.”
With star players Faf du
Plessis and AB de Villiers both
missing because of injury, it was
a chastening introduction to the
South African captaincy for
Aiden Markram.
The 23-year-old was
appointed for the rest of the

series after Du Plessis broke his
right index finger in the first
match in Durban on Thursday.

“We are going to have to be
really honest with ourselves,”
said Markram. “Every person will
have to see how we can get
better.”

India came within two runs
of winning before lunch when
the umpires stuck to the letter of
the regulations and insisted on a
break after allowing an extra
four overs or 15 minutes to
achieve a result. India had been
93 for one at the scheduled
interval.

Most of a capacity crowd left
the ground before Kohli scored
the winning runs.

After South Africa’s mini col-
lapse with the total on 51, JP
Duminy and new cap Khaya
Zondo both scored 25 and shared
a fifth wicket partnership of 48
before the last six wickets tum-
bled for 19 runs.

India started aggressively,
with Rohit Sharma pulling Morne
Morkel for six in the first over of
their innings.

Sharma fell for 15, caught by
Morkel at fine leg off Kagiso
Rabada, but Shikhar Dhawan
and Kohli put on an unbeaten 91
for the second wicket to secure
an easy win. Dhawan finished
with 51 not out and Kohli made
46 not out.

McCool wins Sth leg of RAM League

THE PENINSULA

DOHA: The fifth stage of the
Royal Air Maroc Cycling League
was held last Friday in Al Ruwais.

Starting from Al Shamal
Sports Club, more than 100 par-
ticipants had to tackle with
strong north winds which made
the flat race seem like it's high
mountain area. The race lap of
35 km went from Al Ruwais to Al
Ghariya and back.

The strongest group of Men
A category had three laps, the
wind prevented any solo effort,
the race was decided in a sprint

of small group where Fergal
McCool (Velostar) booked in his
first victory of the season in front
of Fred Watson and Szymon
Wasiak.

In Men’s B category (two
laps) we also saw a new winner
— Bilal Al Saadi (national Junior
team) who managed to hang on
to the late attack and won by
margin of 12 seconds in front of
Christian Haneke (Velostar) and
Andrew Tangonan (Pinoy
Roadies) who is leading in RAM
league scoring.

Men C's category (two laps)
was dominated by Qatar national

team riders, with Hamza Al
Kassem winning the race in front
of teammate Zaid Hamza and
Saeed Al Kuwari (Qatar Cyclists).
Zaid Hamza also leads in RAM
league for this category.

Women'’s race A had only
two representatives, who started
together with Men B. Julie
Melville (ABPR) managed to out-
sprint Isora Sosa Caballero (Tri
Club Doha). Julie extended her
lead in the RAM league.

Ladies B category was won
by Katherine Gomez (Tri Club
Doha) with Dorothy Weymouth
(AMPR) and Shawna Garrett (Tri

Club Doha) taking second and
third place respectively. With
half of the races in the league
behind us and the latest victory
by Gomez, she already has an
extensive lead in the
competition.

The race and the league is
organized by Qatar Cycling Fed-
eration with cooperation of
Qatar Chain reaction and spon-
sored by Royal Air Maroc,
Rayyan natural water and Go
Sport.

Next event will happen after
two weeks on February 16 on
roads of Al Ghuwaiyriyah.




